THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician: Bridget Campbell

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Acolyte, Alaina Snyder
 May 6, 2018 - 10:15AM 
 “Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)

        Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                             Charles Cichy


*
Call To Worship (Responsively) 
           
       


  
L:
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us,


P:
that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations.


L:
Let the peoples praise you, O God;

   
P:
let all the peoples praise you.


L:
The earth has yielded its increase;



P:
God, our God, has blessed us.



L:
May God continue to bless us;



P:
let all the ends of the earth revere him.

      L:
Come, let us worship God!


Prelude -        
(Lighting of Altar Candles))   
*
Hymn -      “Stand Up and Bless the Lord”             Pg. 21                               
      *
Opening Prayer   



(Please be seated)



Responsive Reading -         Psalm 67                        Pg. 813
                          In (BLUE) COVENANT HYMNAL                                                                                                              

  
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


          I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,   was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.



Hymn -  “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”   Pg. 249                              
       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.



Prayer with Lord’s Prayer  





Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614



Scripture -          Marie Herb, Lay Reader   

                              Genesis 12:1-4     (Pg. 12 of OT Pew Bible) 

                              Luke 6:12-16        (Pg. 86 of NT Pew Bible)

           

Message -                    “Time to BLESS”   



Offering Invitation


Offertory 


*
Offertory Response –           “Doxology”                         Pg. 625



*
Offertory Prayer                                                  


*
Prayer of Dedication




             PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION




Call to Confession





Confession: (In Unison)


God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen.

Kyrie:  (To Be Spoken/Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.    
 
Assurance of Pardon: 

      
L:
Jesus Christ died for our sins, not to satisfy an angry God but to reach out with unending love to stubborn and selfish people. We are those people. Let the power of those words sink into you, and be comforted. Your sins are forgiven.



Sacrament of Holy Communion (Pew) –      See insert



*
Hymn -   “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”    Pg. 296                                                                         


*
Benediction



*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude                                          



WELCOME TO WORSHIP:   We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Esther Masser in loving memory of her husband Kermit Masser.
COVERED DISH FELLOWSHIP MEAL today, Sunday, May 6th immediately following Morning Worship.  Please join us in fellowship in the social hall.
                                 
                                      [image: image1.png]May God

be gracious
+ tousand
- blessus/.;

SALM 67:




                           The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                           CHURCH CALENDAR

May
  6 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class





10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Altar Communion (Hymnal) BLESS - Food Offering




Covered Dish Fellowship Meal follows church




2:00PM - Zumba

May
  7 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs



9:00AM - Yoga Exercise




10:00AM - Bible Study (Laurel Guertin, Leader)






5:30PM - Prayer Team





6:00-8PM - G. S. Leaders




7:00PM - Elders Meeting


May
  8 -
5:30-7:00PM - “Free” Community Meal at Valleys




6:00-8PM - G. S. Trps 10573 & 10728


May
  9 -
6:15PM - Zumba; 7:15PM - Zumba Burst (No choir)


May
12 -
9:00AM - Men put egg bake together


May
13 -
8:00AM - Mother’s Day Breakfast





9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class  



10:15AM - Blended Worship (Praise Team/Hymnal)

May
14 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs



9:00AM - Yoga Exercise




10:00AM - Bible Study (Laurel Guertin, Leader)


May
15 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Trps 10573 & 10728
                      Articles are due today for June/July/August newsletter
May
16 -
8:30-11:00AM - Halifax Senior Center 




Noon-3PM - Senior Center Pinochle Card Party




6:15PM - Zumba; 7:15PM - Zumba Burst (No choir)




7:00PM - Council Meeting

May
17 -
6:30PM - Choir & Praise Team Rehearsal


May
20 - 9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class (Pentecost)



10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Graduate    




   Recognition




1:00-5PM Girl Scout Court of Awards (No Zumba)
         Praise Team meets on Thursday May 10th, 17th, & 24th at 6:30PM
NO CHOIR PRACTICE until Thursday May 17th at 6:30PM

                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new/change)
Please remember people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards: 
MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Joseph Kreiner Sr., (Harrisburg Hosp.); *Dee Rebuck, (Donna Novinger’s friend); *Mike & Brandi Crum and family of Edna Crum; *Gail Shertzer, (Select Medical at Holy Spirit Hosp. Rm. 539); Corrine Heinbaugh & Carol Miller and Family of George Wert; Carol Cooper and family of Edna Lenker; Ken Zeigler, (Geisinger-Holy Spirit Hosp. Rm. 644); Pastor Dave Guertin; Ritchie Moorhead; Donna Motter; June Gelnett; Nicole Shoop; Tom Lauver; Jane Baker; Betty Lebo; Hannah Klinger; Sandy Zimmerman; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Elmer Feidt; Charlie Enders Ben Baker; Donna, Sandy, Scott; Mari Miller; Lillian Danner; Kelly Shutt; Troy Millard; Jody Russel; David Roadcap; Henry Helfich;  Lester Baker; Pat & Richard Snyder; Jo Spisak; Stephanie Schrieber, (Laurel Guertin’s friend); Liam Neiswender, (Dean & Lisa Etzweiler’s grandson); Inez Boyer; Dexter Lucia, (10 yr. old); Terry Etzweiler; David Ney; Andrew Klinger;  Mick Saeger; Joann Scull & Carl Baker, (friends of Ed & Peggy Berra);  Randy Byerly (Matt Byerly’s father); Michael Hall, (in Rehab, Nicole Shoop’s father-in-law); Jamie Heintzelman-Reinfeld.
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lori Graff; Marlin Erdman; Vickie Shoffler
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen & Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries around the world.

Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.    
_______________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Mike and Brandi Crum and the Crum Family as Mike’s grandmother Edna Crum went to be with the Lord on Apr. 27th.
Mission Offering donations for May thru August go to “Back-to-School” Project. (Collected on 4th Sunday of each month or put it in weekly envelopes – mark it “Mission Offering BTS”).
	                       WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	May Announcer

Charles Cichy
	May Acolyte

Alaina Snyder

	May Greeters   Dale Faust,
Sally Baker, Carol Knight
	May Usher Team (Team 5)*
Sue Faust, Dale Faust, Carol Cooper, Gary Snyder

	May 6 Altar Communion*
Mike Crum, Charles Cichy
	


	
	May 6
Trad.
	Mar. 13
Blended
	May 20 

Trad.
	May 27
Blended

	Lay Readers
	Marie

Herb
	Ed 

Berra
	Gerry Wiest
	Charles Cichy

	Nursery Attendants
	Donna Novinger
	Shirley Miller
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Ann 

Hale

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Laurel

Guertin
	Mother’s Day - 
Ed Berra
	Ed

Dobbin
	Ken Bechtel


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday   as the Captain will need to get someone to help with Usher duties. Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday. Please tell Ken Bechtel if you cannot teach on your assigned Sunday. 
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   

Adult Class – Sanctuary   Friends In Faith - Computer Room 



Choices - Multi-purpose Room              






Children & Youth - Nursery and S. S. Classrooms

            Confirmation – Library
GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
PRAYER TEAM will meet tomorrow evening May 7 at 5:30PM.

ELDERS will meet tomorrow evening May 7 at 7:00PM.


NURSERY ATTENDANTS: If you would be willing to be a nursery attendant about 4 times a year (or once or twice a year), please see Donna Novinger.
“FREE” COMMUNITY MEAL will be held on Tuesday, May 8, 2018 from 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Cheese Ravioli w/meat sauce; salad; garlic bread; fruit salad, dessert and drink. Please see sign up sheet in foyer to sign up to help or donate food items.

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST will be held on Sunday, May 13th at 8:00AM.  Bring your favorite lady (and the rest of the family) and enjoy breakfast and fellowship! (Men will put egg bake together at 9:00AM on Saturday May 12. See Dave Novinger if you wish to help.)

2018 GRADUATES: The Valleys ECC will congratulate our 2018 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing them during the worship service on May 20, 2018.  They will also be listed in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form on the table in the foyer and return it to the church office by today Sunday, May 6th.
LIFELINE PREGNANCY CARE CENTER  BABY BOTTLES: All baby bottles must be returned by next Sunday May 13.  There is a large baby bottle for donations if you do not wish to take a small bottle home. Please see Marie Herb if you have questions.
MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL: On Sunday, May 27, 2018 The Valleys ECC will have a Memorial Day Honor Roll printed in the church bulletin for the Memorial Day Sunday Service.  The deadline for these listings is Sunday, May 13, 2018.   This honor roll may be used to remember those family members or friends who have served in the Military and have gone to be with our Heavenly Father. This keeps the Memorial Day original tradition of honoring members who served in the military and have since gone to be with the Lord.  


If you wish to have a listing on the MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL, please fill out the form on the table in the foyer and return it to the church office by Sunday, May 13, 2018. 
BACK PACK PROGRAM: The Valleys ECC, other area churches and the Halifax Area Schools are working together to provide food for families over the weekends who need financial assistance. 
Our church is asked to provide the following items: Granola Bars, Pack of Oatmeal, Microwaveable Mac n cheese, Ravioli, Spaghetti O’s. There is a box marked “Back Pack Program” in Valleys foyer to collect these items. 
MEMORIAL DAY BREAK BOXES: Items are due May 21st.
Please see the sign up sheet in the church foyer to sign up for the following items as 15 each are needed of these items.  There is a box in the foyer marked Memorial Day Break Boxes to collect these items.

Family Size Boxes of Cereal (15 each)

Peanut Butter (15 each)

Jelly (15 each)

The Memorial Day Break Boxes and Back Pack Program are part of the Undivided Program that our church is participating with Halifax Area Schools to provide food for area families who need financial assistance. Both of these programs will be an ongoing project throughout the school year.

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Senior Center is open at 8:30 to 10:00AM for anyone who wishes to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room. May Monday Bible Study Leader: Laurel Guertin. Yoga exercise (on chairs) in library Mon.-Thurs. at 900AM in library (except the day of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed) - everyone is welcome! Calendar is on Bulletin board in foyer.  Pinochle Card Party is Wed. May 16 noon to 3:00PM.
Meals-on Wheels Drivers are needed! Contact Dave Kessler (717-576-1965) if you to wish to volunteer to deliver meals.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE for Sunday Apr. 29- 64.   
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

BLESS fliers & bookmarks are handed out as part of the Evangelical Covenant Church Intentional Evangelism Initiative to Make and Deepen Disciples. Please fill out the bookmarks keeping in mind these prayers are specifically for people we know and we want to find Christ and deepen their relationship with Christ. Return the (church copy) bookmarks to the basket (marked BLESS) by Sunday May 20th. (Individuals are encouraged to use bookmarks to create a prayer list of the people in their lives who do not know God--the prayer list should be identical on both bookmarks. One bookmark is meant to be kept by the individual as a reminder to pray each day for the names on the list. The second bookmark will be collected by the church.) 
BLESS means B (Begin with Prayer) L (Listen with care) E (Eat together) S (Serve in love) S (Share your story).   Find out more about BLESS at https://covchurch.org/evangelism/bless/  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~          
FOR SERMON NOTES:  Sunday, May 6, 2018
                          Sermon: “Time to BLESS”    
              Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4; Luke 6:12-16
                 SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
CALL TO COMMUNION: 

Leader:    The Gospels tell us that on the first day of the week, the day our Lord rose from the dead, he appeared to some of his disciples and was made known to them in the breaking of the bread. It is true for us as well: Christ is made known to us as we break this bread and drink this cup together.
WORD OF PREPARATION:

Leader:
As we prepare to come to the Lord’s Table we remember our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who called us to share this meal together; and we thoughtfully examine the state of our faithfulness and our unity with his body.
TIME OF SILENCE

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION: (In Unison)


Unison:
O God, your steadfast love has been ours for generations. Through Christ, you brought us out of the abyss of death and into the light of eternal love. With Joy and thanksgiving, we proclaim our salvation, remembering Christ’s death and resurrection until he comes again. As we break bread and share the cup together, may Christ be present with us, and may the Spirit bind us together as Christ’s body in this world. Amen.
INVITATION:

Leader:
This is the Lord’s Table. It is Jesus himself who invites you to this meal. The table is open to all who believe and have professed faith in Jesus Christ. Communion will be administered at the altar. Children are invited to partake of the Communion or receive a blessing at the discretion of their parents.

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP (Servers come forward)
PRAYER:

Unison:
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless God’s Holy name!” “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits.”  

