            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #19
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Mark & Joanne Enders & family and friends of Paul Enders; *18-month old Baby Alaina,  (Dave and Annie’s granddaughter, Guertin family’s Friends);  *Joslyn Thomas, (Home); Brian Shoop; Elmer Feidt, (Stonebridge); Mary Cooke; Sandy Zimmerman; Charlie Shertzer; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Pat Hauth; Bob Shumaker; Roxanne Fasick;  Pam, Josh Mauser;  Lori Graeff; Dennis Hepler; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer

OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                              [image: image1.emf]


MAY 9, 2021
 Mother’s Day
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

May 9, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Mother’s Day
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
      L:  Sing to the Lord a new song, a song of hope and rejoicing! 

      P:  Praise God for wonderful acts of mercy and kindness! 

      L:  God has remembered God’s faithful ones. 

      P:  God has poured blessing upon blessing upon us! 

      L:  Praise the Lord, all the earth, shout your praise! 

     P:  Rejoice, for God is truly with us. AMEN.
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
New Testament: Acts 10:44-48     (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 98 (Responsively)  (See Insert)                                      
New Testament: 1 John 5:1-6       (See Insert)  
*Gospel: John 15:9-17                   (See Insert)
Music - “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  See Insert or Page 92                                                      

Sermon -                 “Complete Joy”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -             “How Great Thou Art”        See Insert or Page 4                                                                            
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Esther Masser in loving memory of her husband Kermit Masser.
Worship Service: We welcome you on Mother’s Day! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat/dismiss you before/following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for May 2 was 39.
Face book views for Apr. 18 were 100.

Face book views for Apr. 11 were 78.
Life Line Pregnancy Baby Bottles Campaign: Baby bottles are available at Valleys if you wish to participate, please see signup sheet or call church office. Bring bottles back before or by May 23rd. See Marie Herb for more information.

2021 Graduates:    Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2021 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing and acknowledging them in the June newsletter. Please give name of graduate and their parents names, School or college they graduate from (and college degree),   Activities & Special Honors received in school or college.  Please give information to the church office by Sunday May 9th.      
****************************************************************
 A CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE for Robert “Pete”  Bryson will be held on Sunday May 16, 2021 at Valleys. The Service will begin at 4:00PM. (Doors will open at 3:30PM.)

*****************************************************************  
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

      May  9  -  Mother’s Day
                         9:00AM - Sunday School
                   10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
May 11 - 
5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup

May 16 -  
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 4:00PM - Celebration of Life Service for Robert “Pete” Bryson (Doors open at 3:30PM.)
May 19 -
7:00PM - Council Meeting

May 23 -
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:00AM with one class for adults and one class for children for those who feel comfortable to join us. 

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday May 11th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Hamburg BBQ, Baked Beans, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday May 7th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.  
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES are due by Saturday May 15th for June/July/August newsletter.                
MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13 and Saturday August 14 this year. If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing.  More details in upcoming bulletins and the next newsletter.

                   SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - New Testament Acts 10:44-48 (NLT)
44 Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the message. 45 The Jewish believers who came with Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles, too. 46 For they heard them speaking in other tongues and praising God. Then Peter asked,

47 “Can anyone object to their being baptized, now that they have received the Holy Spirit just as we did?” 48 So he gave orders for them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterward Cornelius asked him to stay with them for several days.
 2nd Reading - Psalm 98:1-9 (Responsive) (NLT
1 Sing a new song to the Lord,
    for he has done wonderful deeds.
His right hand has won a mighty victory;
    his holy arm has shown his saving power!
2 The Lord has announced his victory
    and has revealed his righteousness to every nation!
3 He has remembered his promise to love and be faithful to Israel.
    The ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
4 Shout to the Lord, all the earth;
    break out in praise and sing for joy!
5 Sing your praise to the Lord with the harp,
    with the harp and melodious song,
6 with trumpets and the sound of the ram’s horn.
    Make a joyful symphony before the Lord, the King!
7 Let the sea and everything in it shout his praise!
    Let the earth and all living things join in.
8 Let the rivers clap their hands in glee!
    Let the hills sing out their songs of joy
9 before the Lord, for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with justice,
    and the nations with fairness.
3rd Reading - New Testament 1 John 5:1-6 (NLT)
5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God. And everyone who loves the Father loves his children, too. 2 We know we love God’s children if we love God and obey his commandments. 3 Loving God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments are not burdensome. 
4 For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our faith. 5 And who can win this battle against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 6 And Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by his baptism in water and by shedding his blood on the cross—not by water only, but by water and blood. And the Spirit, who is truth, confirms it with his testimony.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading John 15:9-17 (NLT)
9 “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10 When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.  11 I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 12 This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me. 16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you.
Links for Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” BEECHER
   (Pg 92 Red hymnal):   https://youtu.be/J-6PMvgJHG0?t=5
Links for hymn: “How Great Thou Art”  (Page 4): 
https://youtu.be/urI-ZJfUHdM?t=2  
https://youtu.be/Pk4O5UW5QBw?t=2
Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  (Page 92 Red Hymnal)
Charles Wesley | John Zundel     BEECHER

CCLI Song # 4256089    CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   Love divine all loves excelling
Joy of heaven to earth come down
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling
All Thy faithful mercies crown
Jesus Thou art all compassion
Pure unbounded love Thou art
Visit us with Thy salvation
Enter every trembling heart
Verse 2   Breathe O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast
Let us all in Thee inherit
Let us find that promised rest
Take away our bent love to sinning
Alpha and Omega be
End of faith as its beginning
Set our hearts at liberty
Verse 3   Come Almighty to deliver
Let us all Thy grace receive
Suddenly return and never
Never more Thy temples leave
Thee we would be always blessing
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing
Glory in Thy perfect love
Verse 4

Finish then Thy new creation
Pure and spotless let us be
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee
Changed from glory into glory
Till in heaven we take our place
Till we cast our crowns before Thee
Lost in wonder love and praise
 History of Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is a Christian hymn by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) with a theme of Christian perfection. Little did he know that “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” would rise to become one of the most popular and consistently vocalized Christian songs. The hymn is written around a progression of thoughts: (1) our prayers for the Holy Spirit, (2) praying for the return of our Lord through the second coming, and (3) prayers for the finalization of his new creation. “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is used for weddings. This hymn reorients us to see that a beautiful wedding and marriage is only, and can only ever be, a reflection of the Love above all loves. We are only able to love one another because Christ first loved us. God is love, and we are mirrors and bearers of that love to each other. While the hymn is one of Wesley’s best known, it is also considered a prayer. In the prayer of the hymn we are asking Jesus to enter our hearts, set our hearts free from sin, and make us a new creation in Him. Let us pray that we would continually be filled with Love, that we might bless each other, and become more and more like He who loves us.

                        The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

Pastor David Guertin - Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497- 4310)  Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

      Church Office (717-896-3118)   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.

SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Mark and Joanne Enders and family and friends of Paul Enders and also to June Gelnett as Paul went to be with the Lord on May 6th. We pray for God’s comfort and loving presence to be with them at this time.

Hymn: “How Great Thou Art” (Pg 4 in Red Hymnal)

Stuart Wesley Keene Hine HOW GREAT THOU ART
CCLI Song # 14181 CCLI License #2571107 Public Domain

Verse 1  O Lord my God                              Chorus  Then sings my soul
When I in awesome wonder                  My Savior God to Thee
Consider all the worlds                          How great Thou art
Thy hands have made                            How great Thou art
I see the stars                                        Then sings my soul
I hear the rolling thunder                     My Savior God to Thee
Thy pow'r thru'out                               How great Thou art
The universe displayed  Chorus            How great Thou art

Verse 2  When through the woods
And forest glades I wander
And hear the birds
Sing sweetly in the trees
When I look down
From lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook
And feel the gentle breeze  Chorus

Verse 3  And when I think
That God His Son not sparing
Sent Him to die
I scarce can take it in
That on the cross
My burden gladly bearing
He bled and died
To take away my sin     Chorus
Verse 4  When Christ shall come
With shout of acclamation
And take me home
What joy shall fill my heart
Then I shall bow
In humble adoration
And there proclaim
My God how great Thou art  Chorus
History of Hymn “How Great Thou Art: (Pg. 4 Red hymnal)
"How Great Thou Art" is a Christian hymn based on a Swedish traditional melody and a poem, "O Store Gud" (O Great God) in 1885 with nine verses, written by Carl Boberg (1859–1940) in Mönsterås, Sweden, in 1885. It was translated into German then into Russian and then into English by English missionary Stuart K. Hine, who also added two original verses of his own (current verses 3 and 4). "How Great Thou Art" was ranked second (after "Amazing Grace") on a list of the favorite hymns of all time in a survey by Christianity Today magazine in 2001.
     According to Boberg's great-nephew, Bud Boberg, "My dad's story of its origin was that it was a paraphrase of Psalm 8 and was used in the 'underground church' in Sweden in the late 1800s when the Baptists and Mission Friends were persecuted." The author, Carl Boberg himself gave the following information about the inspiration behind his poem: It was that time of year when everything seemed to be in its richest coloring; the birds were singing in trees and everywhere. It was very warm; a thunderstorm appeared on the horizon and soon there was thunder and lightning. We had to hurry to shelter. But the storm was soon over and the clear sky appeared. When I came home I opened my window toward the sea. There evidently had been a funeral and the bells were playing the tune of "When eternity's clock calls my saved soul to its Sabbath rest". That evening, I wrote the song, "O Store Gud" (O Mighty God).

      The first literal English translation of “O store Gud” was written by E. Gustav Johnson (1893–1974), then a professor of North Park College, Illinois. His translation of verses 1, 2, and 7-9 was published in the United States in the Covenant Hymnal as "O Mighty God" in 1925. The first three Covenant hymnals in English used Johnson's translation, with The Covenant Hymnal (1973) including all nine verses of Boberg’s original poem. (The more popular version of British missionary Stuart K. Hine's "How Great Thou Art" appears in our Red hymnal and the Blue covenant Hymnal.)  Hine also re-wrote some of the verses and wrote new verses (current verses 3 and 4) as events inspired him. One event occurred when Hines visited a village where there were only two Christian - Dmitri and his wife Lyudmila - she was reading the gospel of John about the crucifixion of Christ to a houseful of guests and those visitors were in the act of repenting out loudly. Hines heard people calling out to God, saying how unbelievable it was that Christ would die for their own sins, and praising Him for His love and mercy. They just couldn't barge in and 
History of Hymn “How Great Thou Art: (Continued):
disrupt this obvious work of the Holy Spirit, so they stayed outside and listened. Stuart wrote down the phrases he  heard  the  Repenters 
use, and (even though this was all in Russian), it became the third verse that we know today. The fourth verse was another innovation of Stuart Hine, added after the Second World War. His concern for the exiled Polish community in Britain, who were anxious to return home, provided part of the inspiration for Hine's final verse. Hine and David Griffiths visited a camp in England, in 1948 where displaced Russians were being held, but where only two were professing Christians. The testimony of one of these refugees and his anticipation of the second coming of Christ inspired Hine to write the fourth stanza of his English version of the hymn. According to Ireland: One man told them he had been separated from his wife and he did not think he would ever see his wife on earth again. Instead he was longing for the day when they would meet in heaven, and could share in the Life Eternal there. These words again inspired Hine and became his fourth and final verse.
      Of the hymn’s importance Hine said: “When we reach that heavenly home, we will fully understand the greatness of God, and will bow in humble adoration, saying to Him, O Lord my God, how great thou art.” May we all live in such a way that we will be ready when Jesus Christ appears to receive the saints. Our heavenly home awaits us, all of those who have received Christ in obedience.
Google the “How Great Thou Art” hymn history to find more interesting information about this hymn. There is a lot more that  can be put in the bulletin. It is fascinating!

Look in our Blue Covenant hymnal (page 9) for the original translated words to “O Mighty God, When I Behold the Wonder” that “How Great Thou Art” is based on. There isn’t enough space to put them in the bulletin. 

Go to https://hymnary.org/hymn/CYBER/5172 This is a PDF that has the words and music. (click on it and words get clearer or click on Full Text (upper left corner) for just the words.) when you are in hymnary.org.
NEW ADDRESS: June Gelnett’s new address is:

330 Wiley Mill Road

New Park, PA 17352

I think her phone number is the same: 717-896-7652

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #19    
       May 9, 2021                  
         “Complete Joy” 


   
      
                    6th Sunday of Easter

*I am now fully vaccinated. If anyone is not ready to come back to church yet and would like to receive communion, please call the church office so I can schedule a visit. ~Pastor Dave

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Sing to the Lord a new song, a song of hope and rejoicing! 

P: Praise God for wonderful acts of mercy and kindness! 

L: God has remembered God’s faithful ones. 

P: God has poured blessing upon blessing upon us! 

L: Praise the Lord, all the earth, shout your praise! 

P: Rejoice, for God is truly with us. AMEN.
Invocation:

Loving, creative God, we praise and bless you for your mighty acts of creation. As we gather here this day we hear your message of power and love through the witness of Jesus Christ as he prepared his disciples for his departure. He gave to them the words of encouragement about living in your love, and through that love being witnesses to the whole world of your peace and hope. Be with us this day, Lord. Open our hearts and minds to receive your word. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

New Testament: Acts 10:44-48
Psalm: Psalm 98
New Testament: 1 John 5:1-6
*Gospel: John 15:9-17
Meditation:

“Complete Joy”

What is love, from a kid’s point of view? "When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis too. That’s love." Or; "When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You know that your name is safe in their mouth." How about this one; "Love is when someone hurts you, and you get so mad, but you don’t yell at them because you know it would hurt their feelings." Here’s another good one; "Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is okay." This one may be my favorite; "Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen." Did you notice a theme? The kind of love these kids describe is the kind of love Jesus calls us to have for one another. It’s love that is focused on the well-being of the other rather than the self. It’s the kind of love that when experienced can fill a person with great joy; complete joy. 

Whenever I read today’s text from John 15, I always used to struggle with the combining of love and obedience to commands. It sounded manipulative. It sounded as if Jesus was saying that if you want to ‘earn’ my love, or if you want to ‘prove you love me’ then you’ll obey my commands. As I’ve spent more time reading and meditating on this passage my understanding has changed and matured. 


This passage (v.9-17) is part of Jesus’s farewell address to his disciples. It’s a continuation on his explaining the nature of God’s love revealed in him to the world. We’ve read about the images of sheep and shepherd, of vines, vinedressers, and fruit. And now Jesus is using his relationship to his Heavenly Father as an example for us to both follow, and participate in with them. 


It’s incredible to realize that the love that Jesus shows us is the same love that the Father showed him. Think about the richness of the nature of the love shared between Father and Son. This love that is shared between all three members of the Trinity has been pre-existent before anything was created. Now Jesus tells his disciples, and extended to us, that we can not only experience it, but we can remain in it by extending that love to each other. We can abide in God’s love by living into the nature of that love in that it’s not a human-type love based on emotion, but that God’s love is a conscious choice to seek the best for the other person. It is action driven by knowing the way God showed his love towards us in Jesus. 


Jesus wanted his disciples to know this so they might experience complete joy, and this joy can’t be experienced if love is coerced, manipulated or is more self-serving than self-sacrificing. And now Jesus commands us to love one another. There’s that word, “command” again. That is one way the original Greek word can be translated. It can also be translated as, observe, keep, honor, maintain, or even pay attention to. When we hear Jesus’s words in that light, it doesn’t sound so authoritarian or harsh. In fact, the idea that God loves us first and demonstrates that love towards us in Jesus should cause us to desire to do what pleases God. So God’s love towards us calls forth our love towards God and each other. 


But just what does this love look like? It looks like Jesus healing sick people. It looks like Jesus hanging out with the most marginalized people in his world: prostitutes, tax collectors, Roman soldiers, Pharisees, Samaritans, lepers, women, etc. No one is off limits to receive Jesus’s love, not even a criminal on a Roman cross next to his own. It looks like Jesus turning water to wine at a wedding feast so the host would save face. It looks like Jesus feeding over 5,000 people from a meager 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. It looks like Jesus taking the role of a slave to wash his disciples feet. And if that weren’t enough, it looks like God’s only, unique son hanging on a Roman Cross so that any who would receive God’s offer of forgiveness could also have the hope of eternal life. 


Jesus now also redefines the nature of his relationship to his disciples and also to us. He now sees us not as mere servants, but as friends. And as his friend, he has shared all that God has shared with him. We are now included in that divine community and are invited to participate with God in the ushering in of his kingdom. A kingdom marked by self-giving love. 


We might be inclined to think that ‘we accepted Jesus,’ or that ‘we chose Jesus.’ But Jesus is telling us that before all that, he chose us first. God, through Jesus, initiated the process by which we could be his friends, or as Paul calls us, ‘joint heirs.’ Isn’t that cause for joy? Shouldn’t our heart-felt response be one of gratitude that reveals itself in the way we selflessly love one another? It’s almost as if part of Jesus’s final sayings to his disciples were, “if you do nothing else, love one another.” This is his command of love that leads to complete joy as we realize it’s God’s love that is flowing through us towards others. May we grow more and more into this way of loving God, and loving others in response to Jesus’s immense love for us. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Dear God, how difficult it must have been for the disciples, having again spent time with the Risen Christ, to be confronted with his upcoming return to God. They wanted to keep him near them forever, but he was called back home to his Father. He understood their fears and their concerns and offered to them a sense of what they must do. They must truly love each other as God has truly loved each one of them. Can we do any less? We are called to love each one here, with the kind of love that Christ displayed, patient, respectful, strong. Our world would have us believe that love is that emotion which is manipulative; we love in order to get what we want. How sad it is! You call us to a higher understanding. Love must take the form of service and compassion, of hope and proclamation, of patient waiting and urgent striving for the good of all people. Open our hearts today, Lord, and imprint your message of love upon them, that all we say and do is done in your name and for the sake of your people and your world. Amen.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Friends and Beloved of Christ, you have been chosen to go into this world with the message of God’s love. Bear fruit of hope and joy, peace and justice, with all that you meet. May God’s peace be with you all. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
