Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #24
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Deanna McNair; *Glen Hale,  (Rehab); *Dohn Fetterhoff, (Hosp, ICU had surgery);  *Jim Ziegler, (Hershey Med. ICU, Gary/Carol Miller’s neighbor); *Gary & Carol Miller & Family of Tammy Miller; *Dee Portez; Elmer Feidt, (Country Meadows); Barbara Lauver; Mary Cooke; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder;  Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; 18-month old Baby Alaina; Bob & Joan Blosser
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                               [image: image1.emf]

                       
    JUNE 13, 2021
       Third Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

June 13 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Called to be branches in Christ’s body,

P:  we yearn to be connected to the vine.
L:  Called to be mustard bushes offering shade to God’s creatures,

P:  we search for places to plant the seeds of faith.
L: Called to be growing with God in the midst of this world’s painful questions,

P: we seek God’s nurturing presence.
L: Come, let us worship the Lord!
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13                 (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm  20  (Responsively)                       (See Insert) 
New Testament:  2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17    (See Insert)                                      
*Gospel: Mark 4:26-34                                        (See Insert)
Music -    “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”       See Insert or Page 228                                                     

Sermon -            “Seeds of the Kingdom”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -                “Jesus Shall Reign”       See Insert or Page 231                                                                           
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you on the Third Sunday After Pentecost! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat/dismiss you before/following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
BREAKFAST FOR JUNIATA COLLEGE STUDENTS: We will make breakfast for Juniata College Students who are doing an archeological dig at Fort Halifax on Tuesday June 15 and Friday June 18. If anyone wishes to help, please see Dave Novinger.
COUNCIL MEETING will be held Wednesday June 16 at 7:00PM.. Please have all reports in to church office by June 13th.   
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held on SATURDAY JULY 31st from 9:00AM to 12:00Noon. Teachers and volunteers are needed. Helpers need to turn in the Child Abuse form if you haven’t already done so.
WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY love, thoughts and prayers to Gary and Carol Miller and family of Tammy Miller as Gary’s sister Tammy went to be with the Lord recently.  We pray God’s comfort and loving presence will be with them at this time.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

June 13 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

June 15 & 18 - Breakfast for Juniata College Students
June 16 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting
June 20 - 
Father’s Day  -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

RENEW CHILD ABUSE CLEARANCES: If you haven’t returned your child abuse clearance application, please do so today!
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13th 10:00AM to 7:00PM and Saturday August 14th 10:00AM to 2:00PM this year.

If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing, gently used shoes or new shoes.  

We are also in need of school supplies (3-ring binders, highlighters, mechanical pencils, big erasers, rulers, scissors, protractors, composition books, notebooks, glue sticks, backpacks, pencil bags or boxes). 

Drop off clothes and school supplies at Valleys E. C. C. or other area churches or Halifax High, Middle & Elementary School offices. 

  Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc, sort clothing from August 7th to August 16th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 13th & 14th.

We are also accepting monetary donations and Wal-Mart gift cards for First Day-Fresh Impressions to sponsor a child for shopping.

Donations may be sent to The Valleys E. C. C. PO Box H Halifax, PA 17032. Please mark it “Back-to-School” or “Fresh Impressions”.
                           SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - Old Testament 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 (NLT)
34 Then Samuel went home to Ramah, and Saul returned to his house at Gibeah of Saul. 35 Samuel never went to meet with Saul again, but he mourned constantly for him. And the Lord was sorry

he had ever made Saul king of Israel. 16 Now the Lord said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul. I have rejected him as king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse who lives there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.” 2 But Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” “Take a heifer with you,” the Lord replied, “and say that you have come to make a sacrifice to the Lord. 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons to anoint for me.” 4 So Samuel did as the Lord instructed. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?” they asked. “Do you come in peace?” 5 “Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Purify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then Samuel performed the purification rite for Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice, too. 6 When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Surely this is the Lord’s anointed!” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The 

Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 8 Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “This is not the one the Lord has chosen.” 9 Next Jesse summoned Shimea, but Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the Lord has chosen.” 10 In the same way all seven of Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD

has not chosen any of these.” 11 Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and goats.” “Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he arrives.” 12 So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes. And the Lord said, “This is the one; anoint him.” 13 So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah.
2nd Reading - Psalm 20:1-9 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 In times of trouble, may the Lord answer your cry.
    May the name of the God of Jacob keep you safe from all harm.
2 May he send you help from his sanctuary
    and strengthen you from Jerusalem.
3 May he remember all your gifts
    and look favorably on your burnt offerings. 
4 May he grant your heart’s desires
    and make all your plans succeed.
5 May we shout for joy when we hear of your victory
    and raise a victory banner in the name of our God.
May the Lord answer all your prayers.
6 Now I know that the Lord rescues his anointed king.
    He will answer him from his holy heaven
    and rescue him by his great power.
7 Some nations boast of their chariots and horses,
    but we boast in the name of the Lord our God.
8 Those nations will fall down and collapse,
    but we will rise up and stand firm.
9 Give victory to our king, O Lord!
    Answer our cry for help.
3rd Reading - New Testament 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 (NLT)
6 So we are always confident, even though we know that as long as we live in these bodies we are not at home with the Lord. 7 For we live by believing and not by seeing. 8 Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from these earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are here in this body or away from this body, our goal is to please him. 10 For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the good or evil we have done in this earthly body. 14 Either way, Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our old life. 15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them. 16 So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of view.  
3rd Reading - N. Testament 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 (NLT)
  (Continued)

How differently we know him now! 17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!
*Sermon Text - Gospel Mark 4:26-34 (NLT)
26 Jesus also said, “The Kingdom of God is like a farmer who scatters seed on the ground. 27 Night and day, while he’s asleep or awake, the seed sprouts and grows, but he does not understand how it happens. 28 The earth produces the crops on its own. First a leaf blade pushes through, then the heads of wheat are formed, and finally the grain ripens. 29 And as soon as the grain is ready, the farmer comes and harvests it with a sickle, for the harvest time has come.” 30 Jesus said, “How can I describe the Kingdom of God? What story should I use to illustrate it? 31 It is like a mustard seed planted in the ground. It is the smallest of all seeds,

32 but it becomes the largest of all garden plants; it grows long branches, and birds can make nests in its shade.” 33 Jesus used many similar stories and illustrations to teach the people as much as they could understand. 34 In fact, in his public ministry he never taught without using parables; but afterward, when he was alone with his disciples, he explained everything to them.
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) June, July August devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.

 Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign” (Pg 231 in Red hymnal)

 Isaac Watts | John C. Hatton    DUKE STREET Public Domain

CCLI Song # 1510 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Does His successive journeys run
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore
Till moons shall rise and set no more
Verse 2  To Him shall endless prayer be made
And princes throng to crown His head
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacrifice
Verse 3  People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name
Verse 4  Let every creature rise and bring
The highest honors to our King
Angels descend with songs again
And earth repeats the loud amen
Blessed Trinity  Amen
Link for Hymn “Jesus Shall Reign” (pg 231Red Hymnal):
https://youtu.be/sCcX8frsWr0?t=167
History of hymn “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Pg 228) was in April 18, 2021 bulletin.
History of Hymn “Jesus Shall Reign” (Pg 231) was in Feb. 14, 2021 bulletin.
Attendance: 

In-person worship for June 6 was 38.
Face book views for June 6 were 18.

Face book views for May 30 were 44.
Hymn: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Page 228 in Red hymnal)                                                              Charles Wesley | John Darwall DARWALL Public Domain
          CCLI Song # 5253043  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Rejoice the Lord is King
Your Lord and King adore
Rejoice give thanks and sing
And triumph evermore
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice
Verse 2   The Lord our Savior reigns
The God of truth and love
When He had purged our stains
He took His seat above
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice
Verse 3    His kingdom cannot fail
He rules o'er earth and heav’n
The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus giv’n
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice
Verse 4     Rejoice in glorious hope
Our Lord the Judge shall come
And take His servants up
To their eternal home
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice   Amen 
Links for Hymn: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Pg 228 Red hymnal):
 https://youtu.be/W5s9GeosQdU  
https://youtu.be/LKaytTJhckc   (with singing)

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                    Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #24     June 13, 2021              “Seeds Of The Kingdom”


   
      
                  3rd Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Called to be branches in Christ’s body,

P: we yearn to be connected to the vine.
L: Called to be mustard bushes offering shade to God’s creatures,

P: we search for places to plant the seeds of faith.
L: Called to be growing with God in the midst of this world’s painful questions,

P: we seek God’s nurturing presence.
L: Come, let us worship the Lord!

Invocation:

Creator and Ruler of the Earth, we lift up our voices, our eyes, our hearts, our lives to You in praise. Make us Your alleluia people. Uphold the weary, for whom praise may be very difficult. Humble the strong, for whom "alleluia" may be too easy.

Creator and Ruler of the Earth, continue to form us into Your new creation, that we might welcome You to more fully become the ruler of our hearts and minds. Through Him who came as a servant, and who now reigns over all creation, Jesus, our Christ. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalm: Psalm 20
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17
* Gospel: Mark 4:26-34
Meditation:

“Seeds Of The Kingdom”


I remember when I was in elementary school doing experiments involving seeds. One of these involved taking what appeared to be dormant or dead seeds, placing them in the middle of a folded, dampened paper towel, and waiting. I vaguely remember that after a few days the seed hull would split revealing a tender sprout starting to emerge. Gradually it would lengthen and grow a bit more at which point we’d plant it in some soil. The other experiment was similar. We’d take a seed, place it in some potting soil in a small paper cup, water it, place it near a light source, and wait. What I remember most is that I didn’t really do all that much except to give the seeds the proper environment for it to germinate. The germination, growth, and eventual maturation were out of my hands and in God’s. Today’s text from Mark tells of Jesus’s use of parables, and in this case, parables concerning seeds, to illustrate something of the nature of the Kingdom of God. 


Parables are short, sometimes pithy sayings or stories that illustrate a deeper truth. They are not the same as allegories, which almost always have a point for point parallel with the truth that is being illustrated. Parables are more like impressionist paintings. When you look too closely things don’t make sense. But when you view it from the right vantage point, it becomes recognizable. So Jesus used parables to teach people, but he only explained the meaning to his disciples. Parables are meant to work their way into our imaginations to do their work. It’s subtle, but effective way to teach without stating something in such a way that people might reject it outright when what is said may be hard to hear. So what do we make of today’s two parables?


Like all parables, this first one draws on something familiar and relatable; sowing seeds. We don’t really sow seeds in this manner anymore, but the image of a seed spreader for sowing grass seeds might be close. The soil is prepared. The seeds are loaded into the hopper and cast wherever the ‘farmer’ pushes the spreader. And then, if conditions are right, the seeds germinate and little shoots appear. The farmer can’t ‘make’ the seeds germinate. He/she can only make the proper conditions. Ultimately it’s up to God to cause growth, and in the case of grain, to cause it to bear ‘fruit’ that is useful. And once the grain is ready, harvesters come in to bring in the harvest. 


In the second parable, Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to a mustard seed. Mustard seeds are tiny. They look more like pebbles than seeds that could grow anything useful. Yet when a mustard plant grows fully, it becomes a bushy shrub, similar in size to a rhododendron, in which birds can come and find shelter and rest. 


In both parables we see something of the wonder and mystery of God’s creation at work that we often take for granted. I know I don’t give a lot of thought to the process of how a seed germinates. I just pick what kind of plant I want, provide the right conditions, and then wait. Yet in the waiting a lot is taking place, which I won’t get into here. Suffice it to say that while I’m waiting, God is working. And whatever seeds are planted produce a certain, expected result. And at least in the first parable, there’s a bit of an ominous tone with regard to harvesters with sickles; an implication of judgement. 


What does this mean for us? God, through Jesus, has tasked us with sowing the seeds of God’s Kingdom by living out the Great Commandment (love God, love neighbor), and the Great Commission (go, tell, teach, baptize, make disciples). When we live in this way, God’s Kingdom becomes active, growing, and alive in our world. Our willingness to live into life in Jesus Christ creates the right environment for God’s Kingdom to grow and provide everything God intends for all people. 


Just like the parables themselves in being subversive in nature, that is they are meant not to be direct and confrontational, but subtle, so is the in breaking of the Kingdom of God. God’s Kingdom is at work to challenge and change those aspects of human culture and condition that are contrary to God’s plans and purposes. But not through out right confrontation, but through slow, steady, deliberate growth. Much in the same way that you can find a plant creating cracks in solid rock and growing despite a stiff, unyielding ground. 


Another part of creating the right environment for God’s Kingdom is allowing God to work in, and transform our own lives. We do this through repentance, that is, turning from our own selfish ways, towards God. And as we turn from self towards God, we find that God directs us to care for others instead of being self-focused, and self-absorbed. We accept and receive God’s forgiveness offered through Jesus Christ, even as we grow in our ability to offer forgiveness and grace towards others. And as God’s Kingdom grows within us, and we come together as citizens of God’s Kingdom, then God’s Kingdom grows more and more in the communities and world in which we live. 


So may God, through his Holy Spirit, grow his Kingdom more and more in each of your lives. May you find the grace to tend and move those places of rocky soil in your hearts to become more yielding to the love of Jesus. And may you find the courage to allow God’s Kingdom to become more and more evident in your lives to everyone you meet. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord Jesus Christ, we remember with gratitude those people who generously sowed the seeds of faith in our lives. 

[Pause for a time of silent reflection]
Above all, we recognize how you have blessed our lives with the gift of the Holy Spirit so that our faith has miraculously and mysteriously grown.  We confess the times we fail to involve ourselves in planting any seeds of faith in the lives of others; the times when our personal agendas become more important than yours; the times when we have denied others the opportunity to expand their faith through our lack of interest or involvement; 

the times when our lives become so entangled with the values of the world that we forget what you have said and done and promised.
Lord Jesus Christ, we know that when we become disconnected from you, our lives becomes parched and unfruitful and our faith becomes stunted and dry. Bless and renew our lives, we pray, so that we remain connected to you at all times and in all places,  strengthening our faith to expand and, growing strongly and vigorously,  to bear the fruit of your mercy, your love, your undying life.  
And now we lift to you the names of those who need the in-breaking of your Kingdom’s healing presence in their lives. 
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)


Than you for hearing our prayers. Thank you for your teachings that surprise us, catch us off guard, and penetrate our often stubborn, resistant hearts and minds. Help us be more and more like Jesus. 

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

May you walk by faith, not by sight. May your confidence come from knowing you are deeply loved and accepted by Jesus Christ. So remember you are in Christ, you are a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! Go forth sowing the seeds of the Kingdom of God and his love. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
