Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #13
Hymn: “Children of the Heavenly Father”
“TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA”

Ernst William Olson | Karolina Wilhelmina Sandell-Berg
CCLI Song # 7106689   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Children of the heavenly Father
Safely in His bosom gather
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e'er was given
Verse 2  God His own doth tend and nourish
In His holy courts they flourish
From all evil things He spares them
In His mighty arms He bears them
Verse 3  Neither life nor death shall ever

From the Lord His children sever
Unto them His grace He showeth
And their sorrows all He knoweth
Verse 4  Lo their very hairs He numbers
And no daily care encumbers
Them that share His every blessing
And His help in woes distressing
Verse 5  Praise the Lord in joyful numbers
Your protector never slumbers
At the will of your defender
Every foe man must surrender
Verse 6  Though He giveth or He taketh
God His children ne'er forsaketh
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy
Link to hymn:  “Children of the Heavenly Father”
(For those who have internet and wish to sing a hymn)
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=children+of+the+heavenly+father+hymn&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dchildren%2bof%2bthe%2bheavenly%2bfather%2bhymn%26qpvt%3dchildren%2bof%2bthe%2bheavenly%2bfather%2bhymn%26FORM%3dVDRE&view=detail&mid=8D6C3D81CABA3149EF198D6C3D81CABA3149EF19&&FORM=VDRVRV 
                            SUNDAY JUNE 21, 2020
                         FATHER’S DAY
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Alan Snyder, (Broken arm, Andrew Snyder’s son); June Wiest, (Colonial Park Care Center Rm. G11B 800 King Russ Rd. Harrisburg, PA 17109); Ann Cooper; Jacob Castellani; Todd Miller, (Shirley Miller’s son); Carly Quinn, (Brian Quinn’s niece); Deb Castellani;  Jordan Graeff, (Motorcycle accident, Gail Shertzer’s grandson); Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; All People & health workers, etc affected by the C-virus; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly; Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Judy Miller; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick;  Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode.    
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; Vickie Shoffler; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit 

MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, please send prayer requests (or if prayer needs change) to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed on front cover.
MISSION NEWS: The Free Back-to School Yard Sale will (hopefully) be held in August. We are accepting donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade at Valleys church. There will be more information in upcoming bulletins and newsletters as plans are discussed.
                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Council and Pastor Dave are working on plans to safely re-gather (we enter the “Green Phase” on Friday June 19).               
Physical services will resume when Council and Pastor Dave have a plan in place so our congregation can safely gather again.   Please be patient as plans are worked out.  

Valleys abides with CDC, state, & government as well as our denomination’s guidelines. 

Activities, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba remain suspended until it is determined to safely meet again.  
You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out until we can safely gather for in person services.
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032.  Thanks to your faithful and generous contributions we are able to meet our financial obligations.  Financial deposits and financial reports are done every other week.   Please call the church office if you have any questions.

********************************************************************************************************************************************
BABY CONGRATULATIONS to Buck and Kelsi Graff as they welcomed a son, Garrett Richard Graff, born on May 14, 2020. Proud Grandparents are Rodney and Jen Graff, proud Great Grandma is Sarah Graff. Garrett joins a big brother Oliver. We pray for many blessings for Buck and Kelsi and their family!

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY to all fathers, grandfathers and special men in our lives! We pray you have a wonderful day

and that you can safely visit with your loved ones!

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032
Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #13
        Week of June 21, 2020
       
      “Our Father…”
              




Father’s Day

 Psalm 103:13-14 “The LORD is like a father to his children, tender and compassionate to those who fear him. For he understands how weak we are; he knows we are only dust.”

This week we celebrate Father’s Day. It means different things to different people. We do give thanks for the many men in our lives that have taught us, coached us, disciplined us, loved us, and provided for us. Yet we also acknowledge that for many, Father’s Day is a day that evokes pain. Pain at the loss of a loved father, pain because a father wasn’t the one we had hoped he would be, pain from abuse or neglect, or pain from a fractured relationship. And with all of that we are reminded that no matter the type of earthly father we experienced we have a heavenly father in God. The one who loves us unconditionally and sacrificially. The one who constantly extends second and third chances to us. The father who longs to receive us home when our journey on earth as done. Our Father, who is in heaven. 
In His Grip, 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:

Come, sing praises to God! Rejoice in his presence! For he is our God:

a Father to the fatherless, and the defender of all who need protection;

the One in whom the lonely find a home, and the prisoner finds release.

Bless the Lord, the God of our salvation, who sustains and strengthens us, day after day! Let’s worship God together!
Invocation:

Loving God, you who are our father and our mother, we thank you that you have shown us how important it is to follow your example as we grow in faith. Teach us to be obedient to your will, respecting you as children ought. Thank you for your mercy despite our disobedience. Strengthen us to stand up against the challenges of this world, honoring your name and trusting your grace. In the Name of your Son, we pray. Amen.
Readings:
Old Testament: Genesis 21:8-21
Psalm: Psalm 86:1-10; 16-17
*Gospel: Matthew 6:5-13
Meditation:

“Our Father…”


When you think of the word, ‘father,’ what images come to mind? I imagine you picture someone’s face, or you sense a particular feeling. I’d also imagine that what comes to mind is largely dependent on your experiences with your own father, or lack of one. My own experience of my father was one of a man who expressed his love for me by wanting to spend time with me; driving, fishing, music lessons and such. He wasn’t particularly demonstrative unless he was angry. But I knew my dad loved me. 


When you think of God as ‘father,’ how do you experience him? Our natural tendency is to project on God what our experiences of our earthly fathers, whether good or bad, were on to God. Was your father a strict disciplinarian? You might think of God as a sheriff, or one who is watching to catch you in whatever you do wrong. Was your father emotionally or physically distant? You might experience God as being far off and aloof. If your experience of your father was one of being loving, available, and nurturing, you most likely experience God in the same way. 


This week we begin a series breaking down what is traditionally known as The Lord’s Prayer, or the Our Father and we’ll do that looking at the six different petitions in the prayer. The first three petitions focus on God and God’s preeminence. The final three focus on personal needs in the context of community. This week’s petition is, “Our Father, who is in heaven, holy is your name.” 


The word that is translated as ‘father’ is from the Aramaic word, ‘abba.’ It’s often the first word an infant learns because of the ease of pronunciation. Maybe you learned ‘dada’ or ‘papa’ as a child. It conveys a level of intimacy based in absolute trust and dependence. It is both a familiar term, and one of respect. Think about how many people still call their father, ‘dad’ or even ‘daddy’ when they are adults. It’s not a disrespectful term, but one of endearment and love. It’s about the nature of our relationship with God recognizing that God is the source of our life, and our experience of the love our Creator has for us. 


The next part of this petition states, “which art in heaven,” or “who is in heaven.” This makes an important distinction between God as father and our earthly fathers. God is wholly other. Any similarities between our earthly fathers and God are incomplete at best, and this part of the prayer reminds us that our earthly fathers are vague reflections of our heavenly Father. God as ‘father’ is recognizing God’s act of procreation in our creation. God is the source of our lives and our being. It is also a reminder that God is not male in the sense that our earthly fathers are. God is neither male nor female, and yet within God exists both male and female. All of us, male and female, are created in the image of God. 


The final part in this part of the prayer says, “holy is your name.” The word used for ‘holy’ is sometimes translated as hallowed or honored. All of these terms indicate a specialness related to God’s name. Holy means to be set apart. It means to separate and set apart, particularly for God’s purposes. 

A name in the Old Testament is significant. It’s significant because the name is the person, and the person is the name. People were named to signify an event, or an aspiration for that child. ‘Abram’ meaning exalted father, is changed to ‘Abraham’ meaning father of many nations, for example. The name which God used to identify himself to Moses was YHWH or Yahweh. That name means ‘I am who I am.’ Another way to think about God’s name is ‘I am present’ or ‘I am because I exist.’ God’s name was considered so holy, so sacred that the Hebrews took great lengths to make sure they would never inadvertently use the name disrespectfully or treat it lightly. They would not say it. Instead they would use words like, Adonai (Lord), or Elohim (God). In this way they believed they were honoring the name of God; keeping it holy and set apart. 

When we pray it is good to remember that God, who Jesus reveals to us as ‘Father’ is not like us. That while father invokes certain images, God is not to be confused with our earthly fathers. We remind ourselves that God is not limited by human or earthly constraints because God is the Creator and not created. As we remember these things we acknowledge that God and God’s name is to be revered because God is the name and the name is God; I am who I am. 

May we remember not to just repeat the words of the Lord’s Prayer with no real thought behind them but pray the meaning behind the words. This prayer was given to us to be a framework, a pattern to use for our prayers, not a formula. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

We give our thanks, Creator God, for the fathers in our lives.

Fatherhood does not come with a manual, and reality teaches us that some fathers excel while others fail. We ask for Your blessings for them all and forgiveness where it is needed.

This Father's Day we remember the many sacrifices fathers make for their children and families, and the ways--both big and small--they lift children to achieve dreams thought beyond reach.

So too, we remember all those who have helped fill the void when fathers pass early or are absent; grandfathers and uncles, brothers and cousins, teachers, pastors and coaches and the women of our families.

For those who are fathers, we ask for wisdom and humility in the face of the task of parenting. Give them the strength to do well by their children and by You.

In Your Holy name, O God, we pray.
Hymn suggestion:

“Children of the Heavenly Father” -

        (Words and link for the hymn are in the bulletin, if you have internet and wish to sing the hymn.)

Benediction:

Listen to what the Lord says: “I have loved you with an everlasting love, and still I maintain my unfailing love toward you. I will lead you beside quiet streams, and down smooth, uncluttered paths so that you do not stumble. For I have become a Father to you, and you are my firstborn child.”

Go from here in confidence, knowing that the love of God the Father, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit, goes with you. Amen.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
