Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #26                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Gail Shertzer; *Elmer Feidt, (Harrisburg Hosp.); *Jim Zeigler, (Rehab, Gary/Carol Miller’s neighbor); Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dohn Fetterhoff, (Hosp, ICU); Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; 18-month old Baby Alaina 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                    [image: image1.emf]


                                      JUNE 27, 2021
Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

June 27 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fifth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Wait for the Lord, like those who hope in God’s mercy.
      P:  God’s steadfast love endures forever.
      L:  Watch for God, like those who eagerly await the morning.
P:  We watch for God, whose power redeems us.
L:   Hear God’s hopeful word, like those who long for pardon.
P:   Sing praise to God and rejoice in God’s love.
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 1:1; 17-27          (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 130:1-8  (Responsively)      (See Insert) 
New Testament:  2 Corinthians 8:7-15      (See Insert)                                      
*Gospel: Mark 5:21-43                               (See Insert)
Music - “Spirit of God, Descent upon My Heart” 
                                                                  See Insert or Page 249                                                     

Sermon -            “Desperate Times”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -          “Pass Me Not”                  See Insert or Page 337 
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you to Worship Service on this Fifth Sunday After Pentecost! We continue to follow safety guidelines (social distance, face masks for those who wish to wear them but masks are no longer required, hand sanitizer) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  Council will discuss what guidelines will be required at June 30th Council meeting.
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat/dismiss you before/following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
COUNCIL MEETING is Wed. June 30.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday July 13th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken Potpie, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday July 8th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held on SATURDAY JULY 31st from 9:00AM to 12:00Noon. Teachers and volunteers are needed. Helpers need to turn in the Child Abuse form if you haven’t already done so.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

June 27 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

June 30 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting

July 4 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship   Service or Online - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)                  
HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13th 10:00AM to 7:00PM and Saturday August 14th 10:00AM to 2:00PM this year.

If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing, gently used shoes or new shoes.  

We are also in need of school supplies (3-ring binders, highlighters, mechanical pencils, big erasers, rulers, scissors, protractors, composition books, notebooks, glue sticks, backpacks, pencil bags or boxes). 

Drop off clothes and school supplies at Valleys E. C. C. or other area churches or Halifax High, Middle & Elementary School offices. 

  Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc, sort clothing from August 7th to August 16th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 13th & 14th.

We are also accepting monetary donations and Wal-Mart gift cards for First Day-Fresh Impressions to sponsor a child for shopping.

Donations may be sent to The Valleys E. C. C. PO Box H Halifax, PA 17032. Please mark it “Back-to-School” or “Fresh Impressions”.
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) June, July August devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.

                           SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - Old Testament 2 Samuel 1:1; 17-27 (NLT)
1 After the death of Saul, David returned from his victory over the Amalekites and spent two days in Ziklag.

17 Then David composed a funeral song for Saul and Jonathan,

18 and he commanded that it be taught to the people of Judah. It is known as the Song of the Bow, and it is recorded in The Book of Jashar. 19 Your pride and joy, O Israel, lies dead on the hills! Oh, how the mighty heroes have fallen! 20 Don’t announce the news in Gath, don’t proclaim it in the streets of Ashkelon, or the daughters 

 of the Philistines will rejoice and the pagans will laugh in triumph. 21 O mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew or rain upon you, nor fruitful fields producing offerings of grain. For there the shield of the mighty heroes was defiled; the shield
of Saul will no longer be anointed with oil. 22 The bow of Jonathan was powerful, and the sword of Saul did its mighty work. They shed the blood of their enemies and pierced the bodies of mighty heroes. 23 How beloved and gracious were Saul and Jonathan! They were together in life and in death. They were swifter than eagles, stronger than lions. 24 O women of Israel, weep for Saul, for he dressed you in luxurious scarlet clothing, in garments decorated with gold. 25 Oh, how the mighty heroes have fallen in battle! Jonathan lies dead on the hills.26 How I weep for you, my brother Jonathan! Oh, how much I loved you! And your love for me was deep, deeper than the love of women! 27 Oh, how the mighty heroes have fallen! Stripped of their weapons, they lie dead.
2nd Reading - Psalm 130:1-8 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 From the depths of despair, O Lord, I call for your help.
2 Hear my cry, O Lord. Pay attention to my prayer.
3 Lord, if you kept a record of our sins,
    who, O Lord, could ever survive?
4 But you offer forgiveness,
    that we might learn to fear you.
5 I am counting on the Lord;
    yes, I am counting on him.
    I have put my hope in his word.

2nd Reading - Psalm 130:1-8 (Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)
6 I long for the Lord
    more than sentries long for the dawn,
    yes, more than sentries long for the dawn.
7 O Israel, hope in the Lord;
    for with the Lord there is unfailing love.
    His redemption overflows.
8 He himself will redeem Israel
    from every kind of sin.
3rd Reading - New Testament 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 (NLT)
7 Since you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us—I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving. 8 I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches. 9 You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich.10 Here is my advice: It would be good for you to finish what you started a year ago. Last year you were the first who wanted to give, and you were the first to begin doing it. 11 Now you should finish what you started. Let the eagerness you showed in the beginning be matched now by your giving. Give in proportion to what you have. 12 Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give according to what you have, not what you don’t have. 
13 Of course, I don’t mean your giving should make life easy for others and hard for yourselves. I only mean that there should be some equality. 14 Right now you have plenty and can help those who are in need. Later, they will have plenty and can share with you when you need it. In this way, things will be equal. 15 As the Scriptures say, “Those who gathered a lot had nothing left over,
and those who gathered only a little had enough.”
*Sermon Text - Gospel Mark 5:21-43 (NLT)
21 Jesus got into the boat again and went back to the other side of the lake, where a large crowd gathered around him on the shore.

22 Then a leader of the local synagogue, whose name was Jairus, arrived. When he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet, 23 pleading fervently
      with him. “My little daughter is dying,” he said. “Please come 

*Sermon Text - Gospel Mark 5:21-43 (NLT) (Continued)
and lay your hands on her; heal her so she can live.” 24 Jesus
went with him, and all the people followed, crowding around him.

25 A woman in the crowd had suffered for twelve years with 
constant bleeding. 26 She had suffered a great deal from many doctors, and over the years she had spent everything she had to pay them, but she had gotten no better. In fact, she had gotten worse.

27 She had heard about Jesus, so she came up behind him through the crowd and touched his robe. 28 For she thought to herself, “If I can just touch his robe, I will be Healed.” 29 Immediately the bleeding stopped, and she could feel in her body that she had been healed of her terrible condition. 30 Jesus realized at once that healing power had gone out from him, so he turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my robe?” 31 His disciples said to him, “Look at this crowd pressing around you. How can you ask, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 But he kept on looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then the frightened woman, trembling at the realization of what had happened to her, came and fell to her knees in front of him and told him what she had done. 34 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace. Your suffering is over.” 35 While he was still speaking to her, messengers arrived from the home of Jairus, the leader of the synagogue. They told him, “Your daughter is dead. There’s no use troubling the Teacher now.” 36 But Jesus overheard them and said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid. Just have faith.” 37 Then Jesus stopped the crowd and wouldn’t let anyone go with him except Peter, James, and John (the brother of James). 38 When they came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw much commotion and weeping and wailing. 39 He went inside and asked, “Why all this commotion and weeping? The child isn’t dead; she’s only asleep.” 40 The crowd laughed at him. But he made them all leave, and he took the girl’s father and mother and his three disciples into the room where the girl was lying.

41 Holding her hand, he said to her, “Talitha koum,” which means

“Little girl, get up!” 42 And the girl, who was twelve years old, immediately stood up and walked around! They were overwhelmed and totally amazed. 43 Jesus gave them strict orders not to tell anyone what had happened, and then he told them to give her something to eat.
Hymn: “Pass Me Not” (Page 337 in Red hymnal)                                                           Fanny Jane Crosby | William Howard Doane PASS ME NOT Public Domain
       CCLI Song # 41594  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1

Pass me not O gentle Savior
Hear my humble cry
While on others Thou art calling
Do not pass me by          
(Chorus)
Chorus

Savior Savior hear my humble cry
While on others Thou art calling
Do not pass me by

Verse 2

Let me at Thy throne of mercy
Find a sweet relief
Kneeling there in deep contrition
Help my unbelief               (Chorus)
Verse 3

Trusting only in Thy merit
Would I seek Thy face
Heal my wounded broken spirit
Save me by Thy grace        (Chorus)
Verse 4

Thou the Spring of all my comfort
More than life to me
Whom have I on earth beside Thee
Whom in heaven but Thee  (Chorus)
Links for Hymn: “Pass Me Not” (Pg . 337):
 https://youtu.be/DJRLtibQp3s?t=2 
Hymn: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”
(Pg 249 Red hymnal)    MORECAMBE Public Domain
Frederick Cook Atkinson | George Croly

CCLI Song #  2083  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1

Spirit of God descend upon my heart
Wean it from earth thro' all its pulses move
Stoop to my weakness mighty as Thou art
And make me love Thee as I ought to love
Verse 2

Hast Thou not bid us love Thee God and King
All Thine own soul heart and strength and mind
I see Thy cross there teach my heart to cling
O let me seek Thee and O let me find
Verse 3

Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear
To check the rising doubt the rebel sigh
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer
Verse 4

Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love
One holy passion filling all my frame
The baptism of the heav'n descended dove
My heart an altar and Thy love the flame  Amen
Link for Hymn “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” (Pg. 249):
https://youtu.be/x4EMHJkKYrk?t=1 
Note: This verse is not in our red hymnal but is in the blue Covenant hymnal and many other hymnals as the 2nd verse.
  I ask no dream no prophet ecstasies
No sudden rending of the veil of clay
No angel visitant no opening skies
But take the dimness of my soul away
History of Hymn “Pass Me Not” (Pg. 337):
   Fanny Jane Crosby (1820-1915) was the author of over 8,500 gospel songs. Blind at six weeks of age, Crosby began composing texts at age 6. She began her study at age 12 at the New York School for the Blind, a school she later served as a teacher. A friend of several presidents, Crosby became one of the most important advocates for the cause of the blind in the United States, addressing a session of Congress on the topic. The text was set to the music of some of William H. Doane. Crosby composed under a number of pen names. She married blind musician Alexander Van Alstyne, and British hymnals insist on using her married name, Frances Van Alstyne.  “Pass me not” (1868) first appeared in Songs of Devotion for Christian Associations (1870), a collection compiled by William H. Doane (1832-1915). The late hymnologist William J. Reynolds discovered that the inspiration for this hymn was the result of a visit to a prison by the poet during spring 1868. He notes: “After she had spoken and some of her hymns had been sung, she heard one of the prisoners cry out in a pleading voice, ‘Good Lord, do not pass me by’; Following Doane’s suggestion, she wrote a hymn that evening incorporating the line, “Pass me not, O gentle Savior.”
   The hymn gained international recognition when introduced by Dwight L. Moody and Ira D. Sankey during their London revivals. According to Dr. Young, “This is Crosby’s first hymn to win worldwide acclaim.”  The text would seem to have a biblical basis on the blind beggars’ plea to Christ: “And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, when they heard that Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David. And the multitude rebuked them, because they should hold their peace: but they cried the more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David” (Matthew 20:29-31; See also Mark 10:46-52 and Luke 18: 35-43).
   Indeed, many suffering souls have been passed.
Putting herself in the place of the suffering and disregarded, Crosby understood that some had been so rejected that it took faith to realize that Christ is the one who would never pass anyone by. His actions in so many cases bore witness that he cared for those forgotten by others including women, Samaritans and lepers, to name a few, who were deemed to be outcasts in their day.

Hymn story: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” (Pg. 249):
George Croly (1780-1860), an Anglican minister from Dublin, went to London as a young man to serve a small congregation.  After serving there for twenty-five years, in 1835, he was asked to re-open Saint Stephens Church in one of London’s worst slums, one that had been closed for over a century.   He was known among his peers as thoroughly conservative in theology with no tolerance for liberal views. Through personal charisma and dynamic preaching, he attracted large crowds to St. Stephen’s Church. He had a powerful ministry in the slums for more than two decades.

While working in the slums, Croly wrote the hymn, “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart.”  The hymn is a prayer for God to change us — to change us from the inside out — to teach us how to love God as we ought to love (v. 1) — to allow us to seek God and to find him (v. 3) — to teach us that God is always with us (v. 4) — and to teach us to love as the angels love (v. 5).

During the twenty years that he served in the heart of the slums, Croly saw many lives redeemed.  This hymn reflects his conviction that redemption is an inside job — that it begins not when our surroundings change but when God changes our heart.

Attendance: 

In-person worship for June 20 was 36.
Face book views for June 20 were 32.

Face book views for June 13 were 44.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #26    June 27, 2021      “Desperate Times”


                       5th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Wait for the Lord, like those who hope in God’s mercy.
P: God’s steadfast love endures forever.
L: Watch for God, like those who eagerly await the morning.
P: We watch for God, whose power redeems us.
L: Hear God’s hopeful word, like those who long for pardon.
P: Sing praise to God and rejoice in God’s love.
Invocation:

Loving God, we are yours. We come as we are, with our cares and concerns. We long to touch you and find healing in your embrace. 
Strengthen our faith and heal our brokenness, that we may worship you with joy. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 1:1,17-27

Psalm: Psalm 130

New Testament: 2 Corinthians 8:7-15

* Gospel: Mark 5:21-43

Meditation:

“Desperate Times”


Fear can do at least one of two things: fear can paralyze us, or it can drive us to desperate action. While serving as a chaplain resident at Mayo Clinic, one of my unit rotations was in pediatrics and pediatric ICU. I met many parents and family members of children who were incredibly sick. I could sense their fear and worry for their loved one’s future. They were willing to do almost anything to see their loved one return to health. Many traveled from all over the US and even the world to secure the health services at Mayo. Have you ever felt desperate? Desperation that was driven by fear? I imagine that this is something of what Jairus and the woman with a bleeding issue sought Jesus. 


Mark introduces us to Jairus. Jairus is a leader in the synagogue of a small town in the region of the Sea of Galilee. His role is similar to our council members. Mark infers that he is a good man trying to follow God. Yet he is desperate. His young daughter is deathly sick, and word of Jesus’ healing ministry has reached him. He seeks Jesus out and finds him. When he finds him, Jairus falls down before Jesus begging. His desperation and fear for his daughter’s life overcomes any fear he may have had about looking foolish, or getting into trouble with other religious leaders. He’s found someone who could actually do something for his daughter, and so he begs. 


Jesus consents to go with him, and as they’re heading to Jairus’ home the crowds fill in behind them. Then a remarkable thing happens. Another desperate person approaches Jesus, although stealthily. She’s a woman who has had some sort of internal bleeding disease for the last twelve years. She’s afraid, but willing to try almost anything. Trying not to be seen, or create a scene, she believes that if she can just touch Jesus’ clothing, she would be healed. She sneaks up behind him, and daring to hope, she reaches out a tentative hand to touch the fringe on his robe. As soon as she makes contact, she is healed! She can tell that something is dramatically different in her body. She knows. 


At the moment that happens, Jesus turns and asks, “who touched my clothes?” He also knew something more than just being jostled by the press of the crowds had happened. The disciples almost are laughing at Jesus’ question because of the seeming absurdity of it. “What do you mean, ‘who touched my clothes?” There were so many people around that they were being ‘touched’ all the time. But Jesus felt his healing power flow out of him to someone. 


The frightened, healed woman, full of a sense of guilt and embarrassment, confesses. In order to approach Jesus she would have had to overcome several fears. First, being a woman touching a man who was not her husband would have been very taboo. Then she was breaking rules about purity because of disease by being in public, let alone a crowd. She was risking making Jesus ceremonially unclean through physical contact. And it’s fair to assume that her physical ailment was one that would have been embarrassing as a woman. I wonder if she was expecting Jesus to chastise her for her audacious actions. So to have to confess what she had done in such a public way would have taken a lot of courage… but she was healed!


But Jesus doesn’t condemn her. He doesn’t call her out to embarrass her. Instead, he claims her as ‘daughter.’ He has restored her physically, socially, spiritually, and emotionally. Her identity has gone from being an unclean, outcast woman, to being a beloved daughter of the Messiah. Healed indeed!


Just then some messengers come to deliver some news to Jairus. “don’t bother the teacher, your daughter is dead.” Jairus must have been stunned with grief and shock. His beloved daughter is dead. But Jesus offers a glimmer of hope. “don’t be afraid, just trust me.” Another way to translate Jesus’ words would be, “stop being afraid, and go on living by faith.” Jesus then only allows Jairus, Peter, James, and John to continue on to Jairus’ house. When they arrive at his house, there is already a crowd of mourners gathered, crying and wailing. These were ‘professional’ mourners. They sort of functioned like our modern day funeral directors. They provided an opportunity for people to express their sorrow and grief in a way that would be socially acceptable under the circumstances. 


Jesus silences the mourners with what would seem like incredibly insensitive words: “the child isn’t dead; she is only asleep.” The mourners now laughed at the outrageous words of Jesus. I imagine them thinking that he was out of his mind, after all, they knew death first hand. 


Only Jesus, the girl’s father and mother, and those disciples that came with Jesus went into the girl’s room to find her stretched out on her bed. I imagine her being pale, chest not moving, with no other signs of life. Yet they must have felt a sense of anticipation, wondering just what Jesus would do. Tenderly, he reaches out and takes the girl’s lifeless hand. “Talitha, koum!” “Little girl, get up!” To the utter astonishment of all, she does. Grief turns to shock; sorrow turns to sudden joy. She once was dead, and now is alive again!


Then Jesus gives another shocking demand. He tells them all not to tell anyone about what they just witnessed. How is that possible? Questions would be asked. So many knew of her sickness and death and now she was up, running around, and eating. How do you explain such a thing? Yet Jesus wants this precious tender moment to remain between those who were there. 


I find it interesting that Mark highlights that it was two daughters of Israel that take center stage in this drama. The first was Jairus’ daughter who was twelve years old. The woman with the flow of blood was claimed by Jesus as daughter. Her ailment lasted twelve years. Mark also makes a sort of literary ‘sandwich’ by placing the story of Jairus and his daughter as the ‘bread’ and the story of the healed woman in the center as the ‘filling.’ 


There are many things we can glean from this amazing text. One that I’d like to highlight is that faith is revealed and made strong when we’re willing to take a risk on Jesus. Both Jairus and the bleeding woman took huge risks. They risked embarrassment. They risked ridicule. They risked being ostracized by their community. Yet their fear drove them to take a risk based in faith that Jesus could do something for them. 


I wonder what you’re needing to bring to Jesus in faith? I wonder if you have a story of your own in which you came in desperation to Jesus, hoping beyond hope, that he would respond. My prayer is that you would find Jesus waiting and wanting to bring healing and hope in whatever way you need. May you find Jesus claiming you as his beloved daughter/son. And may you find your hopes realized in Jesus. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Healing Lord, there are so many situations we have encountered which require healing and restoration. We try to do the best we can, but we cannot rely on our own strength and skills to bring about the complete healing that is so desperately needed. Help us to place our trust in you. Help us to work effectively to promote situations of healing and hope. We have come before you with so many concerns on our hearts. There seems to be no end to the desperate needs of your people, O Lord. 

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)

Thank you that you love and hear all of us as we pray. Thank you for surrounding us with your love and healing mercies. Thank you that you lift us gently and give us courage to work for you in ministries of peace and love. We praise and thank you for all of this, and so much more. 

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Beloved of God, you have been healed and forgiven, blessed and strengthened: go forth to be a blessing to others, proclaiming the love and mercy of God in all that you do and say! AMEN. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
