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                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Council and Pastor Dave are working on plans to safely re-gather. Physical services will hopefully resume on Sunday July 12 for everyone who feels comfortable to come to worship services.  A letter will be sent to the congregation with detailed information. Please be patient as plans are worked out.  Valleys abides with CDC, state, & government as well as our denomination’s guidelines. 
There will be no Sunday School and other activities, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba remain until it is determined to safely meet again.  

You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out until we can safely gather for in person services or if you prefer to worship from home.
June 28 - 10:15AM - Online Worship

June 29 - 10:00-11:00AM - Visitation for Wanda Hendershot,

                 11:00AM - Funeral Service for Wanda H. (Masks are required.
July    5 -  10:15AM - Online Worship - Communion (Please have bread and grape juice or wine available to participate)

July    6 -  7:00PM - Deacons Meeting
July 12 -  10:15AM - In Person Worship Service (for those who feel safe to return to church)    
Sunday July 5 at 10:15AM will be Online Worship. We will have Communion following the meditation. Please have bread and grape juice or wine ready if you wish to participate.
VALLEYS REGATHERING SURVEY: We have included a regathering survey with this mailing to see how many people are comfortable returning to in-person services as of July 12.Please take a moment to do the regathering survey in this mailing, (unless you did the survey online) and return it to 

 The Valleys E.C.C.  PO Box H  Halifax, PA 17032. Thank you for your cooperation.          
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                            SUNDAY JUNE 28, 2020
                Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*John & Dawn Walter and Family of Wanda Hendershot; *Alice Funk and Jean Patton and Family*Megan Enders; (Sharon Fetterhoff’s nephew’s wife); *Jake Hale, (Tom Hale’s brother); *George Heckard, (Pastor George Heckard’s father); Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Alan Snyder; Ann Cooper; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; All People & health workers, etc affected by the C-virus; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly; Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Jacob Castellani; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani;  Jordan Graeff;Judy Miller; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick;  Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode.    
OUR SHUT INS: June Wiest; Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; Vickie Shoffler; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit 

MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, please send prayer requests (or if prayer needs change) to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed on front cover.
WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, love, thoughts and prayers to John and Dawn Walter and Family of Wanda Hendershot as Wanda went to be with the Lord. Also to Alice Funk and Jean Patton and family as Charles Funk went to be with the Lord. We pray that God will surround these families with his loving arms and give them comfort at this time.
VISITATION/FUNERAL SERVICE for Wanda Hendershot will be on Monday June 29th at Valleys (Visitation - 10:00-11:00AM; Funeral Service will begin at 11:00AM. Masks are required. There will be NO meal. The family requests that memorial donations may be made to Valleys E.C.C.  

MISSION NEWS: The Free Back-to School Yard Sale will (hopefully) be held in August. We are accepting donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade at Valleys church. There will be more information in upcoming bulletins and newsletters as plans are discussed.
FREE TAKE OUT COMMUNITY MEAL will be held on Tuesday July 14. Menu: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Garlic bread, Salad, fruit cup, dessert. Meals must be reserved by Wednesday July 8th so we may prepare sufficient food. Helpers and donations are needed. Please call the church office if you can help or donate or to reserve meals 717-896-3118. 
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032.  Thanks to your faithful and generous contributions we are able to meet our financial obligations.  Financial deposits and financial reports are done every other week.   Please call the church office if you have any questions.

********************************************************************************************************************************************


                           The Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn: “Lord, Thy Church on Earth Is Seeking”
Hugh Sherlock | William David Young   Page 305 in our red hymnal
CCLI Song #54574    CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Lord Thy Church on earth is seeking
Thy renewal from above;
Teach us all the art of speaking
With the accent of Thy love,
We would heed Thy great commission;
“Go ye into every place
Preach, baptize, fulfill My mission
Serve with love and share My grace.”
Verse 2  Freedom give to those in bondage,
Lift the burdens caused by sin;
Give new hope, new strength and courage,
Grant release from fears within.
Light for darkness, joy for sorrow;
Love for hatred, peace for strife.
These and countless blessings follow
As the Spirit gives new life
Verse 3  In the streets of every city
Where the bruised and lonely dwell,
Let us show the Savior's pity,
Let us of His mercy tell.
In all lands and with all races,
We will serve and seek to bring
All the world to render praises,
Christ, to Thee, Redeemer King. Amen
Link to hymn:  “Lord, Thy Church on Earth Is Seeking”
(For those who have internet and wish to sing a hymn)
Link to hymn:  “Lord, Thy Church on Earth Is Seeking”
Hymn: “Let Your Heart Be Broken” in our red hymnal Pg. 315
Bryan Jeffery Leech | James Mountain
Verse 1  Let your heart be broken For a world in need -

Feed the mouths that hunger, 

Soothe the wounds that bleed, 

Give the cup of water And the loaf of bread - 

Be the hands of Jesus, Serving in His stead.
Verse 2  Here o earth applying Principles of love - 
Visible expression God still rules above, 
Living illustration Of the Living Word 
To the minds of all who’ve Never seen and heard.
Verse 3  Blest to be a blessing, 

Privileged to care, Challenged by the need Apparent everywhere, Where mankind is wanting Fill the vacant place, 

Be the means thru which the Lord reveals His grace.
Verse 4  Add to your believing Deeds that prove it true -

Knowing Christ as Savior, Make Him Master too:
Follow in His footsteps, Go where He has trod,

In the world’s great trouble Risk yourself for God.

Verse 5  Let your heart be tender And your vision clear -

See mankind as God sees, Serve Him far and near;

Let your heart be broken By a brother’s pain,

Share your rich resources - Give and give again,
Link to hymn:  “Let Your  Heart Be Broken”
(For those who have internet and wish to sing a hymn)
Please Note: Verse 3 is in our hymnal but is not sung online link.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032
Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #14
      Week of June 28, 2020           “Your Kingdom Come…”



Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
              



Psalm 9:9-10  “The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you.”

It boggles my mind that the first official day of summer has just come and gone. The older I get the more it seems like time is speeding up. It also seems like when we’re going through hard, dark times that time feels like it has come to a crawl, or even a screeching halt. We also live with the hope and promise that one day God will set all things right. That when his Kingdom comes in its fullness things won’t return to ‘normal.’ Thank God! Things will be made new; re-created to something much better. In the meantime, we pray, we love, we support and care, and we seek to participate in God’s Kingdom as it unfolds according to the prayer, “on earth as it is in heaven.”
In His Grip, 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:

We come, Prince of Peace, make your kingdom complete in us and through us. We come to prepare a way for your kingdom. Wherever there is violence and hatred help us sow love. Wherever there is oppression and injustice help us be compassionate and merciful. Wherever there is quarreling, and alienation help us be agents of peace and reconciliation. We come to prepare a way for your kingdom of peace, where the wolf will live with the lamb and the leopard will lie down with the kid.

In us, through us, and around us, your kingdom come.
Invocation:

O Lord, King and Creator of the universe, help us catch a glimpse of your unfolding Kingdom in our lives. Help us to become more united to You and each other as we seek to enact Your Kingdom’s values and demands in our daily interactions with the many varied people You have placed in our lives. We know we live in the tension of the Kingdom being both ‘now’ and ‘not yet.’ Teach us patience. Teach us hope. And may the inbreaking of Your Kingdom be seen in all we do, say, and think. Amen. 

Readings:
Old Testament: Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm: Psalm 9

New Testament: Luke 4:16-21
*Gospel: Matthew 6:5-13
Meditation:

“Your Kingdom Come…”


It was 2 am in the city where the convention was held. One well to do attender couldn’t sleep because of the time difference so he headed to an all-night diner. As he was nursing his decaf coffee he noticed several women talking at the other end of the counter. He managed to learn that they were local prostitutes and it was one of the prostitute’s birthday. He heard her talk about that she never had a birthday party. She’d been bounced from one foster family to another where she was sometimes abused, but mostly neglected and left to herself. He felt sorry for this young woman and imagined that her current career choice had a lot to do with feeling disposable and unloved. An idea hatched in his mind as the women headed back to the streets. He talked to the diner owner and set his plan in motion. 


Later that morning the women returned to the diner. They walked in to find streamers and balloons covering the ceiling, booths, and counter. There was a large birthday cake with sparkling candles on top. And both the conventioneer and the diner owner had on party hats and noise makers. The birthday ‘girl’ stood open-mouthed at the sight. Everyone burst into a raucous round of  singing “Happy Birthday.” With tears streaming down her face she asked the owner who had made all this happen. The owner just pointed to the conventioneer. “Why would you do this for someone like me?” she asked him. He said, “in God’s Kingdom we throw birthday parties for prostitutes.”


“Your Kingdom come” begins the second of the three petitions that acknowledge God and his preeminence. Any kingdom, country, or human community is known by its beliefs, customs, and values. For instance, the US is known for valuing individual rights and freedom of expression. The US is known as being a melting pot of people from many different cultures and ethnicities. We are known as the land of opportunity. We are also known for some negative things, but I won’t go into them here. So how do we understand the Kingdom of God? What are its values and characteristics? 


Unlike kingdoms and countries on earth, the Kingdom of God does not have a physical location or boundaries. So just what is the Kingdom of God? Very simply, its anywhere God’s sovereignty, values, and rule are acknowledged and where people live in submission to it. It is not just where followers of Jesus go when we die. It was inaugurated in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and grows and expands wherever God’s people are, and will find its fulfillment in the creation of the new heaven and new earth at the end of time. The Kingdom of God is anywhere God dwells.


The values of the Kingdom are seen all throughout the pages of the Old and New Testaments, and in particular, in the life and teachings of Jesus. Some have called the Kingdom of God the “Upside Down Kingdom,” because its values seem so radically opposed to those of broken humanity. We read of God’s judgements against Israel for idolatry and for its treatment of the poor, the widows, the fatherless, and the alien. It’s clear that God holds those in power to a higher standard and brings judgement against those who mistreat the most marginalized among us. We read about the Kingdom values in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus tells us that those who mourn, who are hungry for righteousness, the meek, the merciful, the peacemakers, the persecuted for doing right, and the persecuted for being associated with Jesus as the ones who are blessed in God’s Kingdom. It values self-sacrificial love above all other virtues. 


The third petition is “your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” We often say we’re seeking God’s will, but do we really understand and try to live what God has already clearly instructed? God’s mandates to us are his will. We are called to care for and manage his creation. We are called to speak up and care for the marginalized and vulnerable in our communities. We are called to love the sinner and share God’s amazing, unconditional, relentless love for them found in Jesus. We are called to proclaim the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In other words, we are called to live out the Great Commandment (love God with all our being, and love our neighbors as much as we love ourselves), and the Great Commission (go into all the world, teach, baptize, make disciples). God’s will is to form us into the image of Jesus. To be like him in character, word, and deed. What we see Jesus do, we’re to do as well. The rest is simply details of how each of us will live into that in our own contexts. 


When we pray, ‘on earth as it is in heaven’ we are aligning ourselves with God’s desire to redeem and renew his creation, not just in some future reality, but right here, right now. We have been given an amazing vision of what things will look like when God establishes his kingdom in its fulness when the veils of heaven are pulled back at the end of time as we know it. We see people “from every tribe, tongue, and nation” gathered before God’s throne in worship (Revelation 7:9-17). Throughout scripture we read of God being a vindicator of the poor and oppressed, a father to the fatherless, and a friend of sinners. We read about God setting things right for all people, not just a select few. This is what we’re invoking when we ask God to make this happen on earth, just as in heaven. 


One of the major challenges of praying this prayer is our willingness, or lack thereof, to submit ourselves to God’s will. It’s easy in our American society to live like the Kingdom of God is a democracy: it’s not! If we are to live in God’s Kingdom then we must be willing to live in such a way that reflects those Kingdom values. Do our lives reflect God’s self-sacrificial love? Do our lives reflect wise, loving stewardship for God’s creation? Do our lives reflect the life and teachings of Jesus? Do our lives reflect God’s forgiveness and reconciliation? Someone wisely once said that, “ we can’t be so heavenly minded that we’re no earthly good.” Jesus said many times, “behold! The Kingdom is here… it is suddenly upon you.” May our lives reflect this reality more and more, and may we have the courage to continue to pray, and live into, “Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

O Jesus, You are the King of Glory, You are the Lord of Lords, and King of Kings. And we pray that your Kingdom will reign forever in our hearts and in this world. Lord, we pray for your Kingdom to come here now, bringing a kingdom of justice, righteousness, hope, love, peace, mercy, and grace for all. Lord, we ask that you rule in our hearts, lead in this world, and govern over your kingdom.

But Lord honestly, we often have our own plans and agendas and we want to be rulers of our world. Forgive us for those times. And Lord we live in a time that would rather idolize celebrities and political figures than worship you. Help us to know how to live as your Kingdom People in these times.

And Lord, there are a lot of Kings and rulers in this world who terrorize, over tax, humiliate, over exploit, and abuse those they are to lead. Help us to spread the good news of the different kind of King you are.

Lord, thank you for being a different kind of King. Thank you for your goodness and kindness in our lives. Thank you for your generosity. Thank you for loving us. Thank you for your Kingdom that is unlike any Kingdom in this world.
~ written by Rev Abi, and posted on RevGalBlogPals blog
Benediction:

1 Timothy 1:17  Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
