            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #23
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Elmer Feidt, (Country Meadows); Bob & Joan Blosser, (friends of Shirley Miller); Barbara Lauver & Family & Friends; Mary Cooke; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder;  Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Pat Hauth; Bob Shumaker; Roxanne Fasick;  Pam Mauser;  Lori Graeff;  Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; 18-month old Baby Alaina,  (Dave and Annie’s granddaughter, Guertin family’s Friends)

OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
[image: image1.emf]

                                
      SUNDAY JUNE 6, 2021
              Second Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
June 6 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
    Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  In times of trouble, when all seemed hopeless, we cried out to God.

P:  And the Lord heard our pleas and answered us
L:  When we felt lost and alone, we looked for God.

P:  And God found us and brought us home.
L:  When our lives were filled with joys and blessings, we danced and praised God.
P:  And God danced and rejoiced with us. Thanks be to God. AMEN.

Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20    (See Insert)

Psalm: Psalm 138:1-8 (Responsive)        (See Insert)
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1  (See Insert) 
*Gospel: Mark 3:20-35                            (See Insert) 
Music   “Come, Thou Almighty King”         See Insert or Page 267
Sermon  -                 “A House “Divided”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

Words of Assurance  
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION 

   Music -          “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”  See insert or Pg 340
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat/dismiss you before/following the service.
Worship Service: We welcome you on Second Sunday After Pentecost! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
June   6 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship   Service or Online - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)                  
June   7 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

June   8 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup

June 13 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

June 15 & 18 - Breakfast for Juniata College Students
June 16 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting
June 20 - 
Father’s Day  -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

ELDERS MEETING will be held tomorrow evening Mon. June 7 at 7:00PM.

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday June 8th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Italian bread, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert. Call church office by tomorrow to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.  
COUNCIL MEETING will be held Wednesday June 16 at 7:00PM.. Please have all reports in to church office by June 10th.   
CONGRATULATIONS 2021 GRADUATES! Please check the June newsletter for the complete list of graduates and their school of graduation.  We congratulate Ashleigh, Deanna, Katy, Riley, Hannah, Jackson, Quinton, and Alaina and we wish them success in their future endeavors! 
BREAKFAST FOR JUNIATA COLLEGE STUDENTS: We will make breakfast for Juniata College Students who are doing an archeological dig at Fort Halifax on Tuesday June 15 and Friday June 18. If anyone wishes to help, please see Dave Novinger.
                 SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - O. Test. Reading: 1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20 (NLT)
4 Finally, all the elders of Israel met at Ramah to discuss the matter with Samuel. 5 “Look,” they told him, “you are now old, and your sons are not like you. Give us a king to judge us like all the other nations have.”6 Samuel was displeased with their request and went to the

Lord for guidance. 7 “Do everything they say to you,” the LORD

replied, “for they are rejecting me, not you. They don’t want me to be their king any longer. 8 Ever since I brought them from Egypt they have continually abandoned me and followed other gods. And now they are giving you the same treatment. 9 Do as they ask, but solemnly warn them about the way a king will reign over them.”
10 So Samuel passed on the Lord’s warning to the people who were asking him for a king. 11 “This is how a king will reign over you,” Samuel said. “The king will draft your sons and assign them to his chariots and his charioteers, making them run before his chariots.
16 He will take your male and female slaves and demand the finest of your cattle and donkeys for his own use. 17 He will demand a tenth of your flocks, and you will be his slaves. 18 When that day comes, you will beg for relief from this king you are demanding, but then the

Lord will not help you.” 19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel’s warning. “Even so, we still want a king,” they said. 20 “We want to be like the nations around us. Our king will judge us and lead us into battle.”
2nd Reading -Psalm 138:1-8 (Responsive Reading) (NLT)
1 I give you thanks, O Lord, with all my heart;
    I will sing your praises before the gods.
2 I bow before your holy Temple as I worship.
    I praise your name for your unfailing love and faithfulness;
for your promises are backed by all the honor of your name.
3 As soon as I pray, you answer me;
    you encourage me by giving me strength.
4 Every king in all the earth will thank you, Lord,
    for all of them will hear your words.
5 Yes, they will sing about the Lord’s ways,
    for the glory of the Lord is very great.
6 Though the Lord is great, he cares for the humble,
    but he keeps his distance from the proud.
2nd Reading -Psalm 138:1-8 (Responsive Reading) (NLT) (Continued)
7 Though I am surrounded by troubles,
    you will protect me from the anger of my enemies.
You reach out your hand,
    and the power of your right hand saves me.
8 The Lord will work out his plans for my life—
    for your faithful love, O Lord, endures forever.
    Don’t abandon me, for you made me.
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 (NLT)
13 But we continue to preach because we have the same kind of faith the psalmist had when he said, “I believed in God, so I spoke.” 14 We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself together with you. 15 All of this is for your benefit. And as God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more glory. 16 That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day. 17 For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 18 So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.
5 For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading; Mark 3:20-35 (NLT)
20 One time Jesus entered a house, and the crowds began to gather again. Soon he and his disciples couldn’t even find time to eat. 
21 When his family heard what was happening, they tried to take him away. “He’s out of his mind,” they said. 22 But the teachers of religious law who had arrived from Jerusalem said, “He’s possessed by Satan, the prince of demons. That’s where he gets the power to cast out demons.” 23 Jesus called them over and responded with an illustration. “How can Satan cast out Satan?” he asked. 24 “A kingdom divided by civil war will collapse. 25 Similarly, a family splintered by feuding will fall apart. 26 And if Satan is divided and fights against himself, how can he stand? He would never survive.

*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading; Mark 3:20-35 (NLT) (Continued)
27 Let me illustrate this further. Who is powerful enough to enter the house of a strong man and plunder his goods? Only someone even stronger—someone who could tie him up and then plunder his house. 28 “I tell you the truth, all sin and blasphemy can be forgiven, 29 but anyone who blasphemes the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven. This is a sin with eternal consequences.” 30 He told them this because they were saying, “He’s possessed by an evil spirit.” 31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him. They stood outside and sent word for him to come out and talk with them. 32 There was a crowd sitting around Jesus, and someone said, “Your mother and your brothers are outside asking for you.”
33 Jesus replied, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?”

34 Then he looked at those around him and said, “Look, these are my mother and brothers. 35 Anyone who does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”
Attendance: 
In-person worship for May 30 was 41.
Face book views for May 30 was 30.

Face book views for May 23 was 61.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held on SATURDAY JULY 31st from 9:00AM to 12:00Noon. Teachers and volunteers are needed. Helpers need to turn in the Child Abuse form if you haven’t already done so.
HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13 and Saturday August 14 this year. If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing.  Drop off clothing at Valleys 
More details in upcoming bulletins.

  History of hymn “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”: Pg 340
Horatius Bonar was born at Edinburgh, in 1808. His education was obtained at the High School, and the University of his native city. He was ordained to the ministry, in 1837, and since then has been pastor at Kelso. In 1843, he joined the Free Church of Scotland. His reputation as a religious writer was first gained on the publication of the "Kelso Tracts," of which he was the author. He has also written many other prose works, some of which have had a very large circulation. Nor is he less favorably known as a religious poet and hymn-writer. The three series of "Hymns of Faith and Hope," have passed through several editions. --Annotations of the Hymnal, Charles Hutchins, M.A. 1872…

             First published in 1843, the Cyber Hymnal notes, “This is believed to be Bonar’s first hymn (of 600 he wrote). Information from The Handbook to the Lutheran Hymnal explains that Bonar wrote the hymn for children.  He acknowledged that the hymn “might be good Gospel, but that it was poor poetry.” As to the tune, we also use Aurelia for The Church’s One Foundation.

God certainly laid on his Son the sins of the world (Isaiah 53:6; John 1:29). Children of God enjoy forgiveness of sins through Spirit-worked faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:7). Because we continue to sin, Jesus invites us to receive forgiveness for our sins through his gospel in word and sacrament (Matthew 26:26-28; Colossians 1:13-14). The Lord invites us, people who are weary and burdened, to come to him for rest (Matthew 11:28). The “rest” that he provides is forgiveness of sins.

I am content to understand that the title of the hymn speaks of Jesus living up to his name, which means “Savior.” God put my sins on Jesus. I enjoy full and free forgiveness of sins through the saving faith the Holy Spirit has worked in my heart. My comfort is knowing that if I am plagued by the memory of past sins, I can put them at the foot of the cross—laying them on Jesus, in that sense—and have full confidence that I stand in God’s grace (Romans 5:2). These are some thoughts that come to mind when I think of that hymn title.

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

Hymn: “Come, Thou Almighty King”   (Page 267 in Red Hymnal)                                             
Felice de Giardini  (ITALIAN HYMN)  Public Domain
CCLI Song # 29073  CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
Verse 1  Come Thou Almighty King
Help us Thy name to sing
Help us to praise
Father all glorious
O'er all victorious
Come and reign over us
Ancient of Days
Verse 2   Come Thou Incarnate Word
Gird on Thy mighty sword
Our prayer attend
Come and Thy people bless
And give Thy Word success
Spirit of holiness
On us descend
Verse 3   Come Holy Comforter
Thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour
Thou who almighty art
Now rule in ev'ry heart
And ne'er from us depart
Spirit of pow'r
Verse 4   To Thee great One in Three
Eternal praises be
Hence evermore
Thy sov'reign majesty
May we in glory see
And to eternity
Love and adore
Links for Hymn “Come, Thou Almighty King”: Page 267
https://youtu.be/3JOojiE1VCY?t=2 
Hymn: “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” (Pg 340 in Red hymnal)

 Horatius Bonar  CRUCIFIX Public Domain

CCLI Song # 2962681 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  I lay my sins on Jesus
The spotless Lamb of God
He bears them all and frees us
From the accursed load
I bring my guilt to Jesus
To wash my crimson stains
White in His blood most precious
Till not a spot remains
Verse 2   I lay my wants on Jesus
All fullness dwells in Him
He heals all my diseases
He doth my soul redeem
I lay my griefs on Jesus
My burdens and my cares
He from them all releases
He all my sorrows shares
Verse 3   I long to be like Jesus
Meek loving lowly mild
I long to be like Jesus
The Father's holy child
I long to be with Jesus
Amid the heavenly throng
To sing with saints His praises
To learn the angel's song
Link for Hymn “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”: 
        https://youtu.be/u-KLFopxe4s?t=2 
     History of hymn “Come, Thou Almighty King” (Page 267): 
“Come, Thou Almighty King” is one of our oldest English hymns, but its authorship is unknown. It was published in or before 1757, and one of the oldest imprints is in a four-page Methodist pamphlet. Some people have attributed it to Charles Wesley. But most hymnologists reject that attribution since it’s written to a meter that Wesley never used and the great hymnist never claimed it as his own. A number of old sources speculate that the real author was Rev. Martin Maden (1726-1790), who was an English lawyer-turned-Methodist-preacher with a reputation as a stirring orator and a gifted musician.

At first, this hymn was sung to the same tune as “God Save the King.” On the American side of the Atlantic, we use the same tune for “My Country ‘Tis of Thee.” There’s an interesting story connected with it. During the American Revolution, while British troops were occupying New York City and appeared to be winning the war, a group of English soldiers went to church one Sunday morning in Long Island. The setting was tense. The occupiers demanded the congregation sing, “God Save The King” in honor of King George III. The organist was forced to begin playing the tune – but instead of singing “God Save the King,” the congregation broke out in “Come, Thou Almighty King.”

As it’s given in most hymnals, “Come, Thou Almighty King” is a Trinitarian prayer addressed to God the Father (first stanza), God the Son (second stanza), God the Holy Spirit (third stanza), and to the entire Trinity (fourth stanza).

Since 1769, the majestic tune Italian Hymn has been used as the musical setting for “Come, Thou Almighty King.” It was composed by Felice de Giardini, the Italian composer and violinist.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #23    
    
June 6, 2021               
         “A House Divided”


   
      
                  2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call To Worship:

L: In times of trouble, when all seemed hopeless, we cried out to God.
P: And the Lord heard our pleas and answered us.
L: When we felt lost and alone, we looked for God.
P: And God found us and brought us home.
L: When our lives were filled with joys and blessings, we danced and praised God.
P: And God danced and rejoiced with us. Thanks be to God. AMEN.
Invocation:

Lord, we come this day, having seen the miracles of everyday creation in our world. We have enjoyed both the bright sunshine and the gentle rains. We have marveled over the beauty of flowers and the complexity of your creation. Make our hearts ready to receive your word for us, that we may go forth from this place ready to joyfully serve you all of our days. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20
Psalm: Psalm 138
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
* Gospel: Mark 3:20-35
Meditation:

“A House Divided”


We find ourselves between Mother’s Day and Father’s Day; two special days meant to honor the importance of family. Gifts are sent out, cards are bought, phone calls are made, and if all goes well, families gather for celebration. Hallmark must make a mint between these two days. As I was prepping for this week’s sermon on Mark’s reading, I came across a humorous comment from one commentator. He was pondering what sort of greeting card Hallmark might create around Jesus’s ministry in Mark, given the focus is on healings and exorcisms. Perhaps “Happy Exorcism” or “Wishing you all the best with your unclean spirit.” And in the middle of all of Jesus’s activity, the question of family and family obligations come up. I’ll get into that in a bit.


The first group of people Mark mentions is the crowds that are following Jesus. Keep in mind that this is taking place in the area around the Sea of Galilee, and Capernaum in particular. Jesus has been teaching, and healing, and performing exorcisms. The crowds couldn’t get enough. In fact, it was so bad that Mark tells us that the disciples and Jesus didn’t even have time to eat. The need was that great. As you might imagine the crowd was a mix of people. Some were legitimate followers who genuinely saw the work of Jesus as the work of God. Some came looking for a miracle of their own. They were desperate. Others were merely curious. They wanted to see what might happen. And of course, there were the sceptics; those who wouldn’t believe it unless they saw it with their own eyes. 


As I mentioned, the disciples were also present. They were all growing weary of the frantic pace of the ministry, as well as the overwhelming need of people to receive healing of one sort or another. Jesus’s biological family came as well. They were convinced that Jesus was out of his mind, and they came to bring him home before he ruined their family’s reputation with his outrageous acts. 


Then there were the teachers of the law. They were scribes who kept and recorded the laws of Moses, and then taught them to others. They acted as the gatekeepers of what was considered acceptable in Jewish life and religion, what and who was considered ‘in’ and ‘out’ as far as their interpretations were concerned. Somehow they caught wind of the excitement about Jesus and his doings. They had to see for themselves, and make their judgement. What they saw and heard did not make them happy. Healings and exorcisms were outside their world view. Jesus was not properly ‘credentialed’ by them, yet they couldn’t deny what they saw with their own eyes, so they tried to discredit Jesus.


They said the miracles he did were not of God, but rather from ‘Beelzebul,’ or Satan. How or why would Satan exorcize his own demons? Jesus challenges their assertion by asking that same question. If Satan were to cast out Satan, then his kingdom would collapse. It would reveal a house divided. It made no strategic sense, and Jesus points out the flaw in their logic. But the scribes were so entrenched in their view by believing what Jesus was doing couldn’t possibly be from God, so they failed to see the truth. God was at work in and through Jesus, and God’s Kingdom was breaking into the world without their OK. 


So Jesus also offers a warning about blaspheming against the Holy Spirit. Many people have struggled to understand what Jesus is meaning when he states that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is the only sin which won’t be forgiven. So what is this blasphemy? How do we avoid committing it? Basically it’s attributing God’s work to Satan or another person. It’s taking credit for what is rightfully God’s. Or it’s refusing to participate in what God is doing because your world view doesn’t allow you to see just what God is doing. Theologian N.T. Wright puts it this way: “Once you label what is in fact the work of the Holy Spirit as the work of the devil, there’s no way back. It’s like holding a conspiracy theory: all evidence you see will simply confirm your belief. You will be blind to the truth. It isn’t that God gets specially angry with one sin in particular. It’s rather that if you decide firmly that the doctor who is offering to perform a life-saving operation on you is in fact a sadistic murderer, you will never give your consent to the operation.” In other words, it won’t be forgiven because you refuse to accept God’s forgiveness. That’s just what the scribes were doing. 


 I mentioned Jesus’s biological family. They had come to Capernaum to try to get Jesus out of there. He was embarrassing them. They thought he was nuts, to say the least. And in their own unintentional way, they too, were trying to interfere with Jesus’s mission. They were trying to get into the house where Jesus was teaching and sent in someone to let Jesus know that they were there. Jesus’s response to this news is startling. It’s jarring compared to what we’ve come to believe about Jesus and his relationship with his mother. He says, “who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” I imagine there was a dramatic pause then. Jesus looks around at all the people present listening to him, and receiving what God offered through Jesus. “these are my mother, my sisters, and my brothers. Whoever does the will of my Father in Heaven.” Jesus is making it very clear that allegiance to God and what God is doing in and through Jesus trumps every other allegiance, including biological relations. Our spiritual family is as important,  if not more important than our biological family. 


This text reminds us to be open to how God is at work in our lives and the lives of those around us through the Holy Spirit. It reminds us not to be so rigid in our ways of interpreting scripture that we become blind to what God is doing. We need to recognize that our biases and views can cause us to miss what God is doing because we’ve unintentionally limited God by our unwillingness to let God be God. We’re also reminded that our spiritual family is as important than our kin. In fact, when our blood family is trying to intentionally, or unintentionally, keep us from doing what God has called us to do, then our spiritual family may be more important than our biological one. This may be hard to hear, especially in a culture that practically worships family. 


So may you be encouraged to be open to the movement and ministry of God’s Holy Spirit in your life, and the life of others. May you find connection and value in your spiritual family as much as in your own family. May God grant you wisdom and discernment as you navigate the complexities and vagaries of life. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord, forgive us when we see your miracles all around us and still doubt your power, presence and love. Forgive us when we treat this world and each other with careless indifference or with malice. You, who have created the most wondrous things from the smallest of particles, can create in our hearts confidence and hope. From our lives you can fashion the most delightful miracles that can serve you through acts of mercy and kindness. Free us, Lord, to receive your blessings and, having received them, to find the numerous ways in which we can serve you. Heal our wounded hearts. Hear our cries. Come to us and bring us home. Hear our prayers on behalf of our loved ones and friends. 

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)

Thank you, loving Lord, that you hear our prayers. Thank you that you are so patient with us when we fail you over and over again. Strengthen us. Forgive us. Heal us. For the sake of your son, Jesus. 

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Go now in peace, knowing the miracles that God has produced in your life. Be assured that there are still more miracles to come. Bear witness to God’s love to all you meet. In the name of the Creator, the Holy One who resides with you always, go in peace. AMEN.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
