Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #11
CONGRATULATIONS to the 2020 Graduates!
             Congratulation 2020 College Graduate! 

     Emma Baker - Daughter of Ken and Judy Baker, Grandmother- Jane Baker, graduated from West Chester University in May with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education.

           Congratulation 2020 High School Graduates!

     Lydia Faust - Daughter of Matthew and Jessica Faust, Grandparents- Dale and Susan Faust, (all of Halifax) will be graduating (delayed to September) from Liberty University Online Academy where she completed dual enrollment earning college credits while completing her Junior and Senior years of high school. After graduating, she will continue her education at Liberty University, online majoring in Elementary Education.

     Kendra Masser - Daughter of Ken and Sue Masser, Granddaughter of Esther Masser, will graduate from Susquenita High School. After graduation, she plans on entering nursing school.

     Colton Masser - Son of Keith and Joani Masser, Grandson of Esther Masser, will graduate from Halifax High School. After graduation, he plans to seek employment in the work field.

   We congratulate all 2020 graduates and wish them success in their future endeavors and many blessings from God.
********************************************************************************************************************************************
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032.  Thanks to your faithful and generous contributions we are able to meet our financial obligations.  Financial deposits and financial reports are done every other week.   Please call the church office if you have any questions.

HOLY COMMUNION: We will celebrate Holy Communion this Sunday June 7 during the online service. Please have grape juice and bread ready if you wish to participate.
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       TRINITY SUNDAY 
                            SUNDAY JUNE 7, 2020
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Deb Castellani; June Wiest, (Colonial Park Care Center Rm. G11B 800 King Russ Rd. Harrisburg, PA 17109); Jacob Castellani; Bonita Heddings & Family of Pat Snyder; Jordan Graeff, (Motorcycle accident, Gail Shertzer’s grandson); Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; All People & health workers, etc affected by the C-virus; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly; Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Judy Miller; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick;  Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Cathy Steppy; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer    
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; Vickie Shoffler; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit 

MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, please send prayer requests (or if prayer needs change) to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed on front cover.
MISSION NEWS: The Free Back-to School Yard Sale will (hopefully) be held in August. We are accepting donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade at Valleys church. 

                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Physical services (activities, meetings, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba) at Valleys remains suspended until Valleys can re-gather safely to abide with CDC, state, & government guidelines to keep our congregation and everyone safe.  You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out. 
COUNCIL MEETING: Council will meet on Monday June 8 at 7:00PM to discuss plans on how to re-gather safely for services.

FREE TAKE OUT COMMUNITY MEAL will be held on Tuesday June 9. Menu: Ham loaf, macaroni & cheese, mixed vegetables, fruit cup, dessert. Meals must be reserved by Wednesday June 3rd so we may prepare sufficient food. Helpers and donations are needed. Please call the church office if you can help or donate or to reserve meals 717-896-3118. 
Links to hymn:  (I Love to Tell the Story”  

       Alternate: hymn:  (I Love to Tell the Story”  
(For those who have internet and wish to sing a hymn)
Hymn:  “I Love to Tell the Story” A. Catherine Hankey,/William G. Fischer
CCLI Song # 29413    CCLI License # 2572107
Chorus  I love to tell the story
'Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old old story
Of Jesus and His love
Verse 1  I love to tell the story
Of unseen things above
Of Jesus and His glory
Of Jesus and His love
I love to tell the story
Because I know 'tis true
It satisfies my longings
As nothing else can do  (Chorus)
Verse 2  I love to tell the story
More wonderful it seems
Than all the golden fancies
Of all our golden dreams
I love to tell the story
It did so much for me
And that is just the reason
I tell it now to thee    (Chorus)
Verse 3  I love to tell the story
'Tis pleasant to repeat
What seems each time I tell it
More wonderfully sweet
I love to tell the story
For some have never heard
The message of salvation
From God's own holy Word  (Chorus)
Verse 4  I love to tell the story
For those who know it best
Seem hungering and thirsting
To hear it like the rest
And when in scenes of glory
I sing the new new song
'Twill be the old old story
That I have loved so long  (Chorus)
Hymn: “Lord, thy Church on Earth is Seeking”
Hugh Sherlock | William David Young

CCLI Song # 54574    CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1 Lord Thy Church on earth is seeking
Thy renewal from above
Teach us all the art of speaking
With the accent of Thy love
We would heed Thy great commission
Go ye into every place
Preach, baptize, fulfill my mission
Serve with love and share my grace
Verse 2  Freedom give to those in bondage
Lift the burdens caused by sin
Give new hope new strength and courage
Grant release from fears within
Light for darkness joy for sorrow
Love for hatred peace for strife
These and countless blessings follow
As the Spirit gives new life
Verse 3 In the streets of every city
Where the bruised and lonely dwell
Let us show the Savior's pity
Let us of His mercy tell
In all lands and with all races
Let us serve and seek to bring
All the world to render praises
Christ to Thee Redeemer King Amen
Links to hymn:  “Lord, Thy Church on Earth Is Seeking”

Alternate:

Links to hymn:  “Lord, Thy Church on Earth Is Seeking”
   (There are no lyrics on screen)
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      “God’s Blueprint: Mission”

2 Corinthians 13:13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
As I write this note I find myself struggling. On the one hand I feel hopeful and optimistic that one day, hopefully soon, we’ll be able to gather face to face. I am hopeful that as bad as things may seem, the Lord is still on his throne and will bring about a new heaven and a new earth. And yet my heart is broken for the pain and struggle my brothers and sisters of color have to endure on a daily basis because of the systemic racism present in our country and world. My heart is broken, yet I remain hopeful. Let us pray that God might lead us as individuals and a congregation how we might learn how God would have us live into the words of the Lord’s Prayer that says, “your Kingdom come; your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven,” with compassion, mercy, and justice. 

In His Grip, 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:

We come today to worship our Lord and Creator. We come to worship Jesus Christ, our savior and redeemer. We come to worship the Holy Spirit, our counselor, guide, and companion on our journey. We come in our worship of the Holy Trinity to renew our commitment to each other, and to go and make disciples of all nations, beginning with those in our lives. We come to remind ourselves that we are not alone, that Jesus is with us always. 

Invocation:

Lord, we come to celebrate the great good news of your love. Let this love be wrapped in justice and peace for all. Merciful and Just God, we gather this morning, each of us with many concerns on our hearts. Our hearts are concerned with systems of injustice which strip people of their dignity and their very lives. Help us to be those who would seek peace with justice, who would fight for those who are oppressed, offer voices for the voiceless and dignity for all humankind. Be with us this day and guide our steps toward a more just world as we teach and make disciples in your name. AMEN.

Readings:
Psalm: Psalm 8

New Testament: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

* Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

Meditation:
“God’s Blueprint: Mission”


Over the last several years organizational leadership language has focused on the need to have vision and mission statements. Churches, including ours, have spent hours dreaming and crafting statements that feel representative of who they are, as well as who they want to be. The hope being that these carefully crafted statements and slogans would etch themselves into people’s minds and provide direction and focus in trying to achieve their goals. Proverbs 29:18 tells us that , “Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained.” In other words, we become directionless, without a sense of meaningful purpose. 


Our vision statement at The Valleys ECC is this; “strong in the Word, to serve in the world.” This helps us know that we seek to be guided by God’s Word (both written and incarnate in Jesus Christ) to know how God would have us act and be in this world. We start with a relationship with the living Word, Jesus Christ, and then seek guidance through the written word of the Holy Bible. And an important guiding question for us is what is Jesus’s mission statement for us? I believe we find it in the Great Commission and Great Commandment. This week we’ll focus on the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:16-20. 


I think that in many ways, churches have lost a sense of what their purpose is in relation to the mission given to us by Jesus. Here’s a humorous imagined exchange of letters that illustrates my point. 

	Dear Church:
This is my commission to you—in fact, you might even call it a great commission. You are to go to all people everywhere and call them to become my disciples. You are to baptize them and teach them to obey all that I have commanded you.
Don’t forget. I will be with you always to help you, even to the end of the world. I will never leave you nor forsake you, because I love you. Please don’t forsake me.
With all my love,
Jesus Christ
And the church’s reply:

Dear Jesus Christ:
We acknowledge the receipt of your recent communication.
Your proposal is both interesting and challenging; however, due to a shortage of personnel, as well as several other financial and personal considerations, we do not feel that we can give proper emphasis to your challenge at this time.
A committee has been appointed to study the feasibility of the plan. We should have a report to bring to our congregation sometime in the future. You may rest assured that we will give this our careful consideration, and our board will be praying for you and your efforts to find additional disciples.
We do appreciate your offer to serve as a resource person, and should we decide to undertake this project at some point in the future, we’ll get back to you.
Cordially,
The Church




In many ways, we’ve been so caught up in maintaining and keeping the church ‘alive’ that we’ve forgotten to do the things that Jesus made us alive to do, namely fulfilling the Great Commission. Let’s first look at what the difference is between purpose, vision, and mission. 


Simply put, purpose answers the questions of who we are, and why are we here. In other words, why did God create me? Psalm 139 shows David talking with God in wonderment at his purpose. David doesn’t come right out and say it, but its’s apparent that he understands his reason for being (purpose) is to be in a loving relationship with God. The Westminster Shorter Catechism  states that, “the chief end of man (humans) is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. So then from our purpose flows our vision and then mission.


Vision, or vision statements become a hopeful picture of what we want to see happen because of who we are and why we are here, whether that vision is one we imagine, or one given us by God through the Holy Spirit. Another way to think of vision is as a goal; something we want to attain. Vision or visions can certainly also be negative in the sense of apocalyptic prophecy or imagining what might happen if certain negative trends continue, but for our purposes in reflecting on this text we will focus on the hopeful picture type of vision. A guiding question in developing a vision is to ask, what do you want to see happen? What would God want to see happen?


Once we have a vision(s) we need to think about mission. Mission and mission statements answer the questions of how we will achieve our vision, and how would God have us achieve that vision. In other words, it’s what we do to fulfill our purpose and meet our vision goals. And in this text, Jesus gives us our mission, our Great Commission. Go… baptize… make… teach… and be my witnesses. 


Many of the challenges we face in trying to be faithful to Jesus’s mission are barriers of our own making. We think we are not evangelists, so we don’t share what we know of Jesus. We think we don’t know enough of the Bible or theology, so we remain silent. We think that we’re too shy or quiet, so we don’t risk engaging in relationships with people who are spiritually lost. And perhaps the biggest barrier we create is mistaking doing ‘church’ or church work for fulfilling our mission. Jesus didn’t commission us to keep an organization alive, he commissioned us to build his Kingdom by making disciples… people who follow in the ways of Jesus by being in a loving relationship with him and his people. And while we all struggle with these challenges in one way or another, there are examples in scripture to encourage us.


One is the blind man healed by Jesus in the Gospel of John. When he was challenged by the Pharisees to answer who healed him, his response was simply, “I don’t know whether this man is a sinner, or one sent from God. What I do know is that once I was blind, but now I see.” Jesus just asks us to bear witness to what we know about him. 


When Jesus sent out his disciples two by two we learn a couple of things. One is that we are not responsible for whether someone turns to Jesus or not. We are not responsible for the outcome. We are responsible to be faithful to what Jesus has asked us to do. And we also learn that we are not alone. The disciples were not sent as individuals, and we are reminded by Jesus that he is with us always. In other words, we are in it together. 


Let us take joy in our purpose knowing that God created us for himself. Let us take hope in the vision God has given of a redeemed people of ‘every tribe, tongue, and nation’ gathered in worship before God’s throne. Let us find courage as we seek to be faithful to the mission Jesus has given us knowing that we are never alone. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for communion)
We confess this day, O merciful God, that we have not always acted in just ways nor sought justice for our friends and neighbors. We have found it easy to turn our backs on problems rather than seeking to be a solution to them. We have heard of the many ways in which you have demonstrated peace with justice through the ministries of your Son, yet we have given only sporadic attention to them. Forgive us, Lord. Heal our selfishness and brokenness. Cause us to be witnesses to your great love as shown to us in Jesus Christ. AMEN.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer:

God of Love and Mercy, you have given us stewardship to care for this wonderful planet and to care for our neighbors. We have been blessed with a variety of gifts and talents and you call us to use them to help others. Open our hearts today to include doing ministries of peace with justice. Embolden us to become part of this great cloud of witnesses who were unafraid to be your disciples. We think of so many in this church and in our lives who have gone before us, braving the difficulties presented by life. We name them in our hearts before you, grateful for their example. (Silent prayer.) We also name in our hearts those people who are ill, who mourn, who feel lost and alone, those who are part of cultures of oppression and indignity. Help us to be those people who, by our example of following Jesus, will break those chains of poverty, both spiritual and physical, and burst the doors that imprison their spirits. Be with this church that it may be a true and faithful witness to Jesus Christ in all that we do, say, and teach. AMEN.
Hymn suggestion:

“Lord, Thy Church on Earth Is Seeking” -

        (Words and links for the hymn are in the bulletin, if you have internet and wish to sing the hymn.)

Benediction:
Go now in the love of God the Father, the presence of Jesus the Son, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit as we seek to make disciples of all nations, here and to the ends of the earth. Amen. 
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
