             Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #28
                            *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Donna & Dave Novinger, Carol Weston, Raymond & Cody Feidt and Families & Friends of Elmer Feidt; *Janelle Miller, (Home); *Family & Friends of Dawn Humphrey; Ann Cooper, (Hosp.); Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Ellie Hebenthal 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                     [image: image1.emf]


                                        JULY 11, 2021
      Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

July 11 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Come, give to the Lord your praises of thanksgiving.
P:  We come this day, grateful for God’s wondrous gifts to us!
L:  Sing with great enthusiasm of God’s mighty power and love.
P:  We celebrate that love that frames our lives.
L:   It is a wonderful thing to praise God!

P:   May God’s praise always be in our hearts and in our lives. AMEN.           
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19  (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 24:1-10   (Responsively)  (See Insert) 
New Testament:  Ephesians 1:3-14         (See Insert)  
Hymn - “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” See Insert or Page 2                                                                        
*Gospel: Mark 6:14-29                            (See Insert)                                                  
Sermon -            “Who Will You Worship?”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -     “O For a Thousand Tongues”      See Insert or Page 76  
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today July 11th the Seventh Sunday After Pentecost! We are moving towards a more normal way of being together! Masks are no longer required. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, love, thoughts and prayers to family and friends of Elmer Feidt (Donna and Dave Novinger & Family, Carol Weston & Family, Raymond and Cody Feidt & Family) as Elmer went to be with the Lord on July 4th. We pray they feel God’s presence, comfort, and peace at this time.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday July 13th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken Potpie, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday July 8th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL MEETING is Wed. July 14th at 7:00PM.   
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

July 11 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

July 13 -  5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup
July 14 -  7:00PM - Vacation Bible School Meeting
July 18 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

FILL THE BUS - JULY 15th, 16th, 17th 9:00AM to 6:00PM in MID PENN BANK PARKING LOT in Elizabethville (to assist Back to School Programs in area school districts). Help is needed Friday July 16th from 9am-12pm or 12pm-3pm  Saturday July 17th 12pm-3pm or 3pm-6pm to sit by bus.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held on SATURDAY JULY 31st from 9:00AM to 12:00Noon. Helpers are needed. 
HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron (Creekside Bldg) 
on Friday August 13th 10:00AM to 7:00PM and Saturday August 14th 10:00AM to 2:00PM this year. GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing, gently used shoes or new shoes is needed. SCHOOL SUPPLIES: (3-ring binders, highlighters, mechanical pencils, big erasers, rulers, scissors, protractors, composition books, notebooks, glue sticks, backpacks, pencil bags or boxes). Drop off clothes and school supplies at Valleys E. C. C. or other area churches or Halifax High, Middle & Elementary School offices. 

  Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc, sort clothing from August 7th to August 16th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 13th & 14th. We are also accepting monetary donations and Wal-Mart gift cards for First Day-Fresh Impressions to sponsor a child for shopping. .Donations may be sent to The Valleys E. C. C. PO Box H Halifax, PA 17032. Please mark it “Back-to-School” or “Fresh Impressions”.
BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE PRE-SORTING: We need people to help with sorting through the many articles of clothing that have been donated so far. If you have any time to come and help, we would greatly appreciate it. Please contact Sharon Fetterhoff for more details. Every bit helps. Thank you!
                           SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - Old Testament 2 Samuel 6:1-5; 12b-19 (NLT)
6 Then David again gathered all the elite troops in Israel, 30,000 in all. 2 He led them to Baalah of Judah to bring back the Ark of God, which bears the name of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, who is enthroned between the cherubim. 3 They placed the Ark of God on a new cart and brought it from Abinadab’s house, which was on a hill. Uzzah and Ahio, Abinadab’s sons, were guiding the cart 4 that carried the Ark of God. Ahio walked in front of the Ark. 5 David and all the people of Israel were celebrating before the Lord, singing songs and playing all kinds of musical instruments—lyres, harps, tambourines, castanets, and cymbals.   12 Then King David was told, “The Lord has blessed Obed-edom’s household and everything he has because of the Ark of God.” So David went there and brought the Ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the City of David with a great celebration. 13 After the men who were carrying the Ark of the Lord had gone six steps, David sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 14 And David danced before the Lord with all his might, wearing a priestly garment. 15 So David and all the people of Israel brought up the Ark of the Lord with shouts of joy and the blowing of rams’ horns. 16 But as the Ark of the LORD entered the City of David, Michal, the daughter of Saul, looked down from her window. When she saw King David leaping and dancing before the Lord, she was filled with contempt for him. 17 They brought the Ark of the Lord and set it in its place inside the special tent David had prepared for it. And David sacrificed burnt offerings and peace offerings to the LORD. 18 When he had finished his sacrifices, David blessed the people in the name of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.

 19 Then he gave to every Israelite man and woman in the crowd a loaf of bread, a cake of dates, and a cake of raisins. Then all the people returned to their homes.
2nd Reading - Psalm 24:1-10 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.
    The world and all its people belong to him.
2 For he laid the earth’s foundation on the seas
    and built it on the ocean depths.
3 Who may climb the mountain of the Lord?
    Who may stand in his holy place?
2nd Reading - Psalm 24:1-10 (Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)

4 Only those whose hands and hearts are pure,
    who do not worship idols and never tell lies.
5 They will receive the Lord’s blessing
    and have a right relationship with God their savior.
6 Such people may seek you
    and worship in your presence, O God of Jacob.
7 Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors,
    and let the King of glory enter.
8 Who is the King of glory?
    The Lord, strong and mighty; the Lord, invincible in battle.
9 Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors,
    and let the King of glory enter.
10 Who is the King of glory?
    The Lord of Heaven’s Armies—he is the King of glory. 
3rd Reading - New Testament Ephesians 1:3-14 (NLT)
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. 7 He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 He has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding. 9 God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan. 10 And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance, and he makes everything work out according to his plan. 12 God’s purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in Christ would bring praise and glory to God. 13 And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And 
when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving 
3rd Reading - New Testament Ephesians 1:3-14 (NLT) (Continued)
you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago. 14 The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we would praise and glorify him.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Mark 6:14-29 (NLT)
14 Herod Antipas, the king, soon heard about Jesus, because everyone was talking about him. Some were saying, “This must be John the Baptist raised from the dead. That is why he can do such miracles.” 15 Others said, “He’s the prophet Elijah.” Still others said, “He’s a prophet like the other great prophets of the past.” 16 When Herod heard about Jesus, he said, “John, the man I beheaded, has come back from the dead.” 17 For Herod had sent soldiers to arrest and imprison John as a favor to Herodias. She had been his brother Philip’s wife, but Herod had married her. 18 John had been telling Herod, “It is against God’s law for you to marry your brother’s wife.” 19 So Herodias bore a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But without Herod’s approval she was powerless, 20 for Herod respected John; and knowing that he was a good and holy man, he protected him. Herod was greatly disturbed whenever he talked with John, but even so, he liked to listen to him. 21 Herodias’s chance finally came on Herod’s birthday. He gave a party for his high government officials, army officers, and the leading citizens of Galilee. 22 Then his daughter, also named Herodias, came in and performed a dance that greatly pleased Herod and his guests. “Ask me for anything you like,” the king said to the girl, “and I will give it to you.” 23 He even vowed, “I will give you whatever you ask, up to half my kingdom!” 24 She went out and asked her mother, “What should I ask for?” Her mother told her, “Ask for the head of John the Baptist!” 25 So the girl hurried back to the king and told him, “I want the head of John the Baptist, right now, on a tray!” 26 Then the king deeply regretted what he had said; but because of the vows he had made in front of his guests, he couldn’t refuse her. 27 So he immediately sent an executioner to the prison to cut off John’s head and bring it to him. The soldier beheaded John in the prison,

28 brought his head on a tray, and gave it to the girl, who took it to her mother. 29 When John’s disciples heard what had happened, they came to get his body and buried it in a tomb.
Hymn: “O for a Thousand Tongues” (Page 76 Red Hymnal)
  Azmon Public Domain
Carl Gotthelf Gläser | Charles Wesley | Lowell Mason

CCLI Song #  7028712 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer's praise
The glories of my God and King
The triumphs of His grace
Verse 2  Jesus the name that charms our fears
That bids our sorrows cease
'Tis music in the sinner's ears
'Tis life and health and peace
Verse 3   He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin
He sets the pris'ner free
His blood can make the foulest clean
His blood availed for me
Verse 4   Hear Him ye deaf His praise ye dumb
Your loosened tongues employ
Ye blind behold your Savior come
And leap ye lame for joy
Verse 5   My gracious Master and my God
Assist me to proclaim
To spread thru all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy name
Link for Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues”: (Pg. 76)
https://youtu.be/7XVwxOfG1oY 

Attendance: 

In-person worship for July 4 was 30.
Face book views for July 4 were 61.

Face book views for June 27 were 56.
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) June, July August devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.

Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Pg 2 Red hymnal)    
NETTLETON    Public Domain   Adapted by Margaret Clarkson
Blair Masters | Brown Bannister | John Wyeth | Mark Schultz | Robert Robinson |

CCLI Song # 4882192  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Come Thou fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy Grace
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise His Name I'm fixed upon it
Name of God's redeeming Love
Verse 2    Hither to Thy Love has blest me
Thou hast bro’t me to this place
And I know Thy Hand will bring me
Safely home by Thy good Grace
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He to rescue me from danger
Bought me with His precious Blood
Verse 3     O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be
Let Thy goodness like a fetter
Bind my wandering heart to Thee
Prone to wander Lord I feel it
Prone to leave the God I love
Here's my heart O take and seal it
Seal it for Thy courts above   Amen
Link for Hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Pg.  2):
https://youtu.be/nfZaDO9ZnRk?t=5 
https://youtu.be/qRuainr_gHk?t=10 
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
History of Hymn “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Pg. 2):
"Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" is a Christian hymn written by the pastor and hymnodist Robert Robinson, who penned the words in the year 1758 at the age of 22. In the United States, the hymn is usually set to an American folk tune known as "Nettleton", which first appears in Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second (1813), possibly collected by Elkanah Kelsey Dare, who was the musical editor (John Wyeth himself was a printer).

Perhaps all hymns are to some extent autobiographical in that they reveal something of the author’s spiritual experience. In some hymns, the autobiographical thread is stronger and more obvious. Such is the case with British Baptist hymn writer Robert Robinson (1735-1790), who as a barber’s apprentice, fell under the powerful influence of George Whitefield’s preaching.

    A favorite line in the last stanza, “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love,” is thought to be particularly autobiographical, referring to Robinson’s early life, when his mother sent him to London to be an apprentice at age 14 in 1749. It was during this time, according to hymnologist Kenneth Osbeck, that “he associated with a notorious gang of hoodlums and lived a debauched life” until at age 17 he took his gang to a revival service where a well-known preacher George Whitfield was speaking, probably thinking they would go and laugh at the poor deluded Methodist .”…But something happened that night that Robert wasn’t expecting… After hearing the message, it moved him deeply and it made him rethink his life and how he was living it. Nearly three years after hearing that sermon, a twenty-year-old Robert Robinson made his peace with God, and “found full and free forgiveness through the precious blood of Jesus Christ.” 
    After his conversion in 1755, Robinson first preached at a Calvinistic Methodist chapel at Mildenhall, Suffolk, and then founded his own independent congregation at Norwich. He was re-baptized in 1759 after taking up Baptist theological perspectives. This led to his nearly 30-year relationship (1761-1790) as pastor of Stone Yard Baptist Church at Cambridge. Baptist hymnologist William Reynolds notes that Robinson “was an unusual man, and, while lacking formal education, he rose to great prominence as a preacher, scholar.” Robinson published A History of Baptism in 1790.
     
GOD Uses Music and Hymns for HIS Glory. This just goes to show you how God works in mysterious ways sometimes. It’s a great reminder for us that God can use anyone for His purposes, and he might just have a plan in store for YOUR life. His plans are often ones that we would never expect or even be able to think of on our own, but if we say yes to His calling, our story is going to be awesome!

Hymn story: “O For a Thousand Tongues” (Pg. 76):
"O For a Thousand Tongues" is one of many hymns written by Charles Wesley.  He and his brother, John, became friends with a group of Moravian Christians as they returned by ship to England from the American colonies.  One of the Moravian leaders was a man named Peter Bohler -- a man that the Wesleys much admired for his deep faith.  Bohler made the comment, "Oh, Brother Wesley, the Lord has done so much for my life.  Had I a thousand tongues, I would praise Christ Jesus with every one of them."  Those words inspired Wesley to write this hymn. One year from the experience, Wesley wrote another hymn, in commemoration of his renewal of faith; this hymn was an 18-stanza poem beginning with ‘Glory to God, and praise, and love,/Be ever, ever given’ and titled ‘For the anniversary day of one’s conversion’. The seventh verse, “O for a thousand tongues to sing’, is now the first verse of a shorter hymn, recalls Bohler’s words, ‘Had I a thousand tongues I would praise Him with them all’.
 CELEBRATION OF LIFE for Elmer Feidt will be on Thursday July 15th at Valleys E.C.C.  Visitation will be from 4:00pm to 5:00pm, Celebration of Life Service will begin at 5:00pm. A Military Service will be held on Friday July 16th at Fort Indiantown Gap Cemetery at 9:30am. Family and friends will meet at Minnich Funeral Home in Millersburg at 8:30am and travel in a procession to the Gap Cemetery.
PLEASE NOTE: Pastor Guertin and his family will be away from Friday July 16th thru Monday July 26th. He will be back on July 27th. Please call the church office for Pastoral care during that time. Also devotionals will not be sent during that time.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #28   
      July 11, 2021                     “Who Will You Worship?”               


   
      
                    7th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Come, give to the Lord your praises of thanksgiving.
P: We come this day, grateful for God’s wondrous gifts to us!
L: Sing with great enthusiasm of God’s mighty power and love.
P: We celebrate that love that frames our lives.
L: It is a wonderful thing to praise God!
P: May God’s praise always be in our hearts and in our lives. AMEN.
Invocation:

Creator God, in praise and adoration our spirits dance before you today. You have created this wondrous universe and all the magnificent things within it. You have blessed us with so much throughout our lives, even to this day of praise and thanksgiving. Let our spirits soar! Let our hearts sing boldly of your wondrous love. We celebrate your love and presence with us, and it is in the name of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, that we offer this prayer. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
Psalm: Psalm 24
New Testament: Ephesians 1:3-14
* Gospel: Mark 6:14-29
Meditation:

“Who Will You Worship?”


Someone once said, “there are two engines that drive Washington (really all politics); power and fear.” And the engine of power, when driven by the engine of fear, is a particularly dangerous combination. Power seeking is a way for people to try and control their circumstances. We all want to have control over so much of our lives like, finances, where and how we live, how people treat and interact with us. We want those who are in power over us to make decisions that benefit us. And when things start going out of control, fear kicks in. That’s certainly what happened with King Herod Antipas in Mark’s text for this week. 


Herod Antipas governed the region that included the Sea of Galilee. Some of what we know of Herod is that he was one of five other rulers that spanned the region of Israel. Historians view him as one of the weaker leaders in that he was far more concerned about having others see him as the legitimate king of Israel than ruling well. That, of course, could never happen as he (as well as all the Herods) were not from the royal line of David. Add to that all the Herods had been placed in power by Rome so that Rome could control them. Herod sought political power and influence over the people of Israel. And he knew enough of Judaism to fear the rumors of a coming Messiah who would restore Israel to its proper role in the world, and Herod knew that wasn’t himself.  

Rumors traveled quickly, even without social media and 24/7 news cycles, and it wasn’t too long before the doings of Jesus reached Herod’s ears. There was lots of speculation as to who Jesus was, and two of the most popular notions were either that Jesus was John the Baptist returned from the dead, or the prophet Elijah. Both ideas were deeply rooted in a poor understanding of the prophecies concerning the coming Messiah and how he would be heralded, as well as superstitions grounded in fear. Scripture taught that a prophet like Elijah would come to prepare the way for the long-awaited Messiah. That teaching morphed into a belief that Elijah himself would return to earth to prepare the way. And just like today, there was many superstitious beliefs about the dead and how much or little they interact with the living. That’s the type of thinking that happens when people are more influenced by culture than by a careful reading of scripture under the guidance of a living faith in God. 

The story of Herod’s birthday party and the death of John the Baptist is told as a kind of flashback. Mark sandwiches this account between the sending of the disciples in mission, and their return and reporting what happened to Jesus. At the time of Herod’s birthday, he had John imprisoned as a favor to his wife, Herodias. John had been preaching about repenting (turning to God), and getting ready for the coming Kingdom of God through the Messiah. John had been calling out Herod for his illegal marriage to Herodias, who was Herod’s sister-in-law. Mark tells us that Herod was bothered by John’s preaching, but no where near as bothered by it as Herodias. Curiously, Herod seemed to actually like John on some level. There was a part of him that was torn between his political ambitions, his desire for to please his wife, and respecting John as a good holy man. He protected John, in a way, from the murderous anger of Herodias. 

At Herod’s birthday party, Herod and Herodias’ daughter danced as part of the evening’s entertainment. Much has been speculated on regarding the nature of the dancing; like whether or not it was a seductive kind of dance fueled by excessive drinking. That may be true, but a strong case can be made that she was a young girl, based on the original language, who wanted to do something she thought would make her parents happy. Herod, in trying to show off his extravagant generosity, made a pledge to his daughter in front of everyone to give her anything she wanted. She sought her mother for advice, and Herodias saw her chance to exact revenge on John for the ways he had shamed them, and in particular, her. “Ask for the head of the Baptist!” Their daughter did just that in full hearing of everyone there. Herod was torn once again. There was a part of him that liked John, but he had made this huge pledge in sight of all. He was fearful of losing face in front of his royal subjects. So reluctantly, he had John beheaded. 

Herod worshipped at the altars of power and fear. He worshipped at the altar of self-gratification. He did what was right in his own eyes even though John’s message of repentance tugged at his heart. John was in prison in Herod’s dungeon, but was free from the chains of power seeking fear. He was free to worship God in his own heart regardless of his outer circumstances. Herod, while physically free, was in a dungeon made by his selfishness and his fears. 

In many ways, Herod is a sympathetic figure. Just as he was driven by his desires and fears, often times we are too. Herod was torn by the desire to do what was right in protecting John and even listening to his preaching, and the desire to please others to the point of compromise. He knew enough of Judaism to be familiar with it, but did not embrace the heart of it: a relationship with God that changes one’s priorities to a desire to please God. Many who claim the to be a Christian are doing the same things. Buying into cultural superstitions instead of the truth found in scripture. Seeking their own selfish desires instead of looking to the needs of others. And believing that keeping certain religious practices is the same thing as having new life in Jesus Christ. 

So who will you worship? Will you worship at the altar of self that comes from power seeking and fear? Or will you worship at the feet of Jesus Christ that leads to new life through the path of a self-sacrificing cross? May you find the grace to say with Joshua of old, “As for me and my house, we will serve (worship) the Lord.” Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

In the midst of our summer lives, O Lord, so many things have claimed our attention. After a long, trying year of isolation and separation, we’ve earned time for a little rest and recreation, to break away from the stresses of our everyday living. But in the midst of all this change, we have too often pushed our worship of you aside. We have focused so much on our needs for physical change and peace that we have neglected our spiritual hungers and thirst. Forgive us when we are tempted to stray from our worship of you and focus entirely on ourselves and our own needs and desires. As we celebrate this day, help us to remember all the wondrous things you continue to do for us. Let us look at the world as a place of delight. And when we encounter situations in which sorrow and hurt abound, help us to be ready to bring hope and peace. Be with us in this warm days of summer, preparing us for ministry and mission, in your holy name. 
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)

As we have lifted the name of dear ones to you who are in need of your healing love, cause us to reflect on our needs for your love and our response in dedicated service to you. Be with us now, in this time and place, and in all the places and times of our lives. For it is in Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

God’s love for you is real and alive in your hearts today. Go in peace, knowing that the Lord of Love and Life is with you. Bring God’s peace to all you meet, this day and all your days. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
