Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #16
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Roxanne Laudenslager, (Gerry Wiest’s daughter); *Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Gail Shertzer; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Family of Wanda Hendershot; Megsn Enders; George Heckard, (Pastor George Heckard’s father); Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Jordan Graeff;  Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Kelly Shutt; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode.
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lori Graff, Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
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SUNDAY JULY 12, 2020
                Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

July 12, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We will not be singing hymns but feel free to follow along in the hymnal.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L: Lord, as we gather together, we acknowledge we are a forgiven people. 

P: May we, like you, be generous in offering forgiveness to others. 

L: You forgive us each and every day for the many ways we fall short of your mercy. 

P: Teach us to embody your grace, your love, your mercy and your forgiveness to all those we encounter this day.
L: Come, let us worship the Lord.





Music -     “And Can It Be”  (See Note above)              Page 203

Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings

Old Testament: Genesis 50:15-21  (Pg. 60 O.T. Pew Bible)
Psalm: Psalm 51                              (Pg. 626 O.T. Pew Bible)
New Testament: Matthew 5:43-48 (Pg. 7 N.T. Pew Bible)
*Gospel: Matthew 6:5-13                (Pg. 7 N.T. Pew Bible)      

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music -    “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”                    Page 506 

                                                         (See Note above)
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Welcome back to Worship at the Valleys!  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign your name and address on our welcome card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  Please put prayer requests, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), on back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  
    In-Person services resumes on Sunday July 12 for everyone who feels comfortable to come to worship services.  Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Surfaces will be sanitized before and after Sunday service.           

    You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out if you prefer to worship from home.
There will be no Sunday School and other activities, Halifax Senior Center and Zumba remain closed until it is determined to safely meet again.  

We know it has been awhile since we have seen each other but if you wish to visit, please do so outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Thank you.

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS:  We are glad the weekly devotions has helped and continues to help everyone during the time we cannot all worship in person.  Weekly devotions will still be mailed to our shut-ins and also to those who cannot worship in person with us and wish to receive them. Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish to continue receiving the devotions. We are happy to accommodate you.
               History of hymn “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”

   I Will Sing of My Redeemer is one of those hymn that are simple but yet beautiful.   The words of this song came from the pen of Philip P. Bliss in 1876 and music was composed by James McGranahan in 1877.

   This song will have been lost forever but the words of this song were found in a piece of his baggage rescued from a fiery train wreck on the day of December 20, 1876. Philip P. Bliss had been traveling with his wife to Chicago to help in the D. L. Moody Tabernacle service. In Ohio, a bridge collapsed and the train plunged into an icy river bed. It is said that Bliss survived the fall and climbed out through a coach window only to return, looking for his wife. Reunited, they died together in the flaming wreckage.

   Another interesting incident related to this song is that it is one of the first-ever songs to be recorded. During the demonstration of a phonograph, a Thomas Edison invention, in New York George Stebbins made a recording of this song. George Stebbins was one of the most famous musicians and evangelists of his time. This hymn is a very simple expression of the truth of the Gospel.

                   History of hymn “And Can It Be?”
   “And Can It Be That I Should Gain?” is a Christian hymn written by Charles Wesley. Diamaid MacCulloch suggests that the hymn is one of the best-loved of Wesley’s six thousand hymns. It is also the source for the 200e song “You Are My King (Amazing Love)” which reached No. 1 on the Billboard Christian songs chart. “And Can It Be” was written in 1738 to celebrate Wesley’s conversion, which he regarded as having taken place on May 21 of that year. The lines “My chains fell off, my heart was free/I rose, went forth, and followed thee” are based on the story of the Liberation of Saint Peter in the New Testament.

    “And Can It Be” was first published in John Wesley’s Psalms and Hymns (1738). It is subtitled “Free Grace” in John and Charles Wesley’s Hymns and Sacred Poems (1729). Traditionally one of the great hymns of Methodism, this text appears in a number of modern hymnals.
                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
July 12 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service (for those who feel safe to return to church)  No Sunday School or other activities
July 14 - 5:30-6:30PM - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Wednesday July 8.
July 15  - 7:00PM - Council Meeting
July 19 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service (for those who feel safe to return to church)  

FREE TAKE OUT COMMUNITY MEAL will be held on Tuesday July 14, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Garlic bread, Salad, fruit cup, dessert. Meals must be reserved by Wednesday July 8th so we may prepare sufficient food. Helpers and donations are needed (signup sheet is on table in foyer). Please call the church office if you can help or donate or to reserve meals 717-896-3118. 
MISSION NEWS: The Free Back-to School Yard Sale will (hopefully) be held in August, location and details to be announced. We are accepting donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade at Valleys church. More information will be in bulletins & newsletter.

WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032 if you are not coming to worship services. Financial deposits will be done weekly.   Please call the church office if you have any questions.

********************************************************************************************************************************************

Link for hymn: “And Can It Be?”
Hymn: “And Can It Be?” (page 203 in red hymnal)

 Charles Wesley | Thomas Campbell   (Sagina)

CCLI Song # 25280    CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Savior's blood
Died He for me who caused His pain
For me who Him to death pursued
Amazing love how can it be
That Thou my God shouldst die for me
Amazing love how can it be
That Thou my God shouldst die for me
Verse 2  He left His Father's throne above
So free so infinite His grace
Emptied Himself of all but love
And bled for Adam's helpless race
'Tis mercy all immense and free
For O my God it found out me
'Tis mercy all immense and free
For O my God it found out me
Verse 3  Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature's night
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray
I woke the dungeon flamed with light
My chains fell off my heart was free
I rose went forth and followed Thee
My chains fell off my heart was free
I rose went forth and followed Thee
Verse 4 No condemnation now I dread
Jesus and all in Him is mine
Alive in Him my living Head
And clothed in righteousness divine
Bold I approach th'eternal throne
And claim the crown through Christ my own
Bold I approach th'eternal throne
And claim the crown through Christ my own
       (Please see link for this hymn on previous page)

Hymn: “I Will Sing Of My Redeemer (My Redeemer)”

James McGranahan | Philip Paul Bliss

CCLI Song # 69260  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  I will sing of my Redeemer
And His wondrous love to me
On the cruel cross He suffered
From the curse to set me free
Chorus  Sing O sing of my Redeemer
With His blood He purchased me
On the cross He sealed my pardon
Paid the debt and made me free
Verse 2 I will tell the wondrous story
How my lost estate to save
In His boundless love and mercy
He the ransom freely gave
Verse 3  I will praise my dear Redeemer
His triumphant power I'll tell
How the victory He giveth
Over sin and death and hell
Verse 4  I will sing of my Redeemer
And His heav'nly love for me
He from death to life
Hath brought me
Son of God with Him to be
Link for Hymn “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”
      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #16
                Week of July 12, 2020                         “Forgive Us…”



                   Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

   Colossians 3:12-14  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.         




It's finally here! The opportunity to worship in person again. It will be different. We are taking things slowly and cautiously. We appreciate your patience and willingness to comply with our safety measures to lovingly protect the most vulnerable among us. We completely understand if you are not comfortable returning to church yet. There is no shame or judgement from us. We trust you to use your best judgement in deciding what’s best for you. And a reminder, if you feel sick at all, please stay home and take care of yourself, and we’ll be praying for you. We want you to get healthy! 

This is the last week we are mailing this devotional to everyone on our mailing list. If you would still like to receive one, please email or call the church and we are more than happy to keep sending you one. 

In His Grip, 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:

L: Lord, as we gather together, we acknowledge we are a forgiven people. 

P: May we, like you, be generous in offering forgiveness to others. 

L: You forgive us each and every day for the many ways we fall short of your mercy. 

P: Teach us to embody your grace, your love, your mercy and your forgiveness to all those we encounter this day.
L: Come, let us worship the Lord.

Invocation:

All-knowing God, we come to you this day knowing we have sinned. We have sought after possessions that would please us, but we know our happiness is only temporary. We have sought to worship idols of laziness, luxury, and prestige. We have sought power over others at their expense, yet we have not found the happiness we were seeking. Remind us again that we must choose life and not death, we must choose you over what others tempt us to do and to be. We must choose forgiveness over harboring grudges and hate. Deliver us from temptation and evil this day. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.

Readings:

Old Testament: Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm: Psalm 51
New Testament: Matthew 5:43-48
*Gospel: Matthew 6:5-13

Meditation:

“Forgive Us…”


In her book, The Hiding Place, Corrie Ten Boom recounts her memories of Nazi occupied Netherlands during World War 2 and her time in the notorious concentration camp, Ravensbruk. Several years later she was on a speaking tour which led her to Munich, Germany, sharing about God’s amazing love and forgiveness. As she was finishing a talk one night, she saw a man approaching her. Horror gripped her as she recognized the man as one of the cruelest guards at Ravensbruk. Here he stood asking for her forgiveness as he had found forgiveness in Jesus Christ. Here’s Corrie’s struggle in her own words:

I stood there—I whose sins had again and again been forgiven—and could not forgive. It could not have been many seconds that he stood there—hand held out—but to me it seemed hours as I wrestled with the most difficult thing I had ever had to do. For I had to do it. I knew that. It was as simple and as horrible as that. And still I stood there with the coldness clutching my heart. And so, woodenly, mechanically, I thrust my hand into the one stretched out to me.

And as I did, an incredible thing took place. The current started in my shoulder, raced down my arm, and sprang into our joined hands. And then this healing warmth seemed to flood my whole being, bringing tears to my eyes. “I forgive you, brother,” I cried. “With all my heart!”

For a long moment we grasped each other’s hands, the former guard and the former prisoner. I had never known God’s love so intensely as I did then.


This week we look at the fourth petition, “forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us.” Jesus is inviting us to put our trust into God’s relentless, pursuing love towards us. We are invited to have faith in God’s compassion. The Greek and Hebrew words that get translated as God’s compassion have their meaning formed by the same roots that can mean ‘gut’ or ‘bowel’, or even ‘womb.’ God’s compassion, then, is visceral and powerful. In several places God identifies himself as, “the God of compassion, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and mercy.” Can we trust a compassionate, loving, merciful God? I think so!


What makes God’s compassion so unique and powerful is that he doesn’t wait for us to ask for forgiveness before he acts. He has already done what is necessary for our forgiveness in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ… we simply have to accept his offer. My seminary professor, C. John Weborg puts it this way; “there is no sin you have committed, are currently committing, or will commit that Jesus has not already atoned for.” So, when we pray, “forgive us our sins,” we are asking and accepting what God has already offered. 


The story Jesus tells of the Prodigal Son and his merciful father from Luke 15 reveals much about God’s willingness to forgive because of his immeasurable compassion towards us. The son heads back to his father’s house after squandering all of his inheritance on all kinds of evil with a plan to ask that his father take him back as a servant, knowing the ways he sinned against his father. The father could have waited for an appropriately humiliated and contrite son to come and beg his forgiveness. But instead, when the father sees him from a long way away, runs down the road to meet his son. Before the son gets a chance to finish his long-rehearsed speech, the father is hugging and kissing his son, and calling for him to be decked out in the best party clothes. The father wants to celebrate the return of his son. That’s how God feels towards us when we pray, “forgive us our sins.” 


Have you ever noticed how some traditions use ‘debts,’ while others use, ‘trespasses,’ and still others use ‘sins?’ That’s because of the two different accounts in Matthew and Luke’s gospels. Matthew uses a word that is usually translated as debts, and can also be translated as ‘wrongs,’ or ‘sins.’ Luke’s version uses the word most commonly translated as ‘sins,’ but can also be translated as ‘wrongs.’ The main point is that some offense has been committed for which a person needs to make it right by repentance and forgiveness. 

Forgiveness and repentance are inseparable in scripture. Asking for forgiveness is one step, the other step is to live in such away that your thoughts, words, and actions reflect the gift of forgiveness that’s been offered. This takes us to the second part of the petition; the conditional, “as we forgive those who have sinned against us.” The requesting of God’s forgiveness presupposes our willingness to reflect and offer forgiveness to others. In John’s letters he basically says if you are unwilling to forgive and love you brother or sister, then the love of God is not in you. You really don’t know it or understand it. In other words, if God has already chosen to offer forgiveness to us all, who are we to withhold our forgiveness from someone who has wronged us?

In forgiving someone who has wronged us we are giving up our right to vengeance. We are giving up our right to act as judge, jury, and executioner. We are then taking our hands off the throat of someone who may deserve our wrath and turning them over to God so that God can judge and do what God wants to do in that person’s life. 


Let’s face it, though, forgiving someone (including ourselves) for causing us harm or pain is often difficult, and maybe humanly impossible in some cases. How do we do that? Part of it is remembering and embracing God’s compassion for us. We must embrace God’s love for us. Period. If we can’t do that, forgiving others is near impossible. Remember the older son in the story of the Prodigal Son? He never left his father. He always did what was expected of him. But when it came to accepting his younger brother back he couldn’t do it. He was filled with resentment and anger. He couldn’t understand why his father didn’t lay into him and punish and humiliate him. Perhaps it’s because he never really understood the depth of his father’s compassion. How can a person be compassionate when he/she has been unwilling to understand it or receive it? 


I believe it is helpful to see how Jesus modeled forgiveness in his life. We see it in his interactions with the Samaritan woman at the well. In his encounter with Zacchaeus, the Roman Centurion, the woman caught in adultery, in his prayer for forgiveness for the soldiers who were executing him. And perhaps most poignantly in his restoration of Peter after the resurrection, forgiving Peter’s denial and abandoning Jesus in his darkest hour. Jesus doesn’t ask us to do anything he didn’t do himself; including forgiving and loving his enemies. 


We need to keep in mind a few things. First is that forgiving someone is often a process that takes time. Forgiving someone is something we may need to do over and over. It is something that usually doesn’t happen overnight and may need to include some acknowledgement of the wrong committed and a willingness on the part of the offender to make things right. This is the pattern we see in scripture and is what is meant when we talk about repentance. 


Secondly, forgiveness is not saying what the offender did was okay or forgotten. It does not mean the offender won’t have to deal with the consequences of their actions and choices. It does mean we are letting go of our right to seek vengeance. 


Forgiving someone is not the same thing as reconciliation, although if repairing a relationship is desired, forgiveness is the first step. Some offenses are not possible to reconcile. Things like rape, incest, mental and physical abuse, and so on have also breached trust. And trust must be repaired before a genuine reconciliation is possible. 


The capacity to forgive may feel impossible for us for a variety of reasons. We know God has told us to forgive others, even our worst enemies, if we have genuinely sought God’s forgiveness. We may need to start with praying that God would give us the willingness to forgive, just as Corrie Ten Boom did all those years ago when confronted with a man responsible for all kinds of unspeakable evil. Let God love and forgive you first, then let God love and forgive others through you. 


We are a forgiven people because of Jesus Christ. Let us also be a forgiving people by his grace. Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Holy God, we thank you that you receive us not according to our failing goodness, but according to your overflowing grace. You receive us as we are. You show us what we can be. You have come to us in Jesus Christ to share our common lot and reconcile us to yourself. Sweep over us with your Spirit, change us by your love, that we may sing with joy before you, and live to your glory in the world.

Lord, make us instruments of your love. May we see each circumstance in our lives as an opportunity to grow in your love. May we then take this love to other people. When we are tempted to become impatient, help us to be patient. When we are tempted to become unkind, help us to be kind. When we are tempted to become jealous, help us to be understanding. When we are tempted to be rude or selfish, give us the gift of gentleness. When we are tempted to take offense, help us to let go. Lord, grant that we may take no pleasure in criticizing others, but that we may see good in them, as you do. Help us be loyal to those you give us to love. We ask all of this in the name of your son, Jesus Christ.

Benediction:

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. (Romans 8:38-39)

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
