        Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #29
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ann Cooper, (Home); *Gail Shertzer; *Roxanne Sasick; *Family/Friends of Dawn Humphrey; *Family/Friends of Barbara (Motter) Enders; Donna/Dave Novinger, Carol Weston, Raymond/Cody Feidt & Families/Friends of Elmer Feidt; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie /Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Ellie Hebenthal; Janelle Miller;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                     [image: image1.emf]


                                        JULY 18, 2021
     Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

July 18 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                   Dave Novinger             
L:  Even when we come apart to worship and find respite from the troubles of the world,
P:  we will find among us those who stand in need of being ministered to.
L:  They are those for whom our touch and words of encouragement 
P:  will provide the strength and healing they need.
      L:   Come, let us worship together, and let us be sensitive to each other’s needs.
 

Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 7:1-14                (See Insert) Norine Goss
Psalm: Psalm 89:20-37   (Responsively)  (See Insert)  Dave Novinger
New Testament:  Ephesians 2:11-32     (See Insert)  Bridget Campbell
Hymn - “May Jesus Christ Be Praised”    See Insert or Page 87                                                                        
*Gospel: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56              (See Insert) Sharon Fetterhoff                                                 
Sermon -                 “Come Away”             Marie Herb 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -     “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”      See Insert or Page 172 
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today July 18th the Eighth   Sunday After Pentecost! We are moving towards a more normal way of being together! Masks are no longer required. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

SUNDAY JULY 18th: Members of Council will lead the service and do the sermon. Sunday July 25: Pastor Kristine Heckard will be the Supply Pastor.

Attendance: 

In-person worship for July 11 was 30.
Face book views for July 11 were 35.
Face book views for July 4 were 72.
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held on SATURDAY JULY 31st from 9:00AM to 12:00Noon. Helpers are needed. 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

PLEASE NOTE: Pastor Guertin and his family will be away from Friday July 16th thru Monday July 26th. He will be back on July 27th. Please call the church office for Pastoral care during that time. Devotional will not be sent week of July 19.
July 18 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
-
                 Members of Council will lead the service and sermon
July 21 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting
July 25 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
-
                 Pastor Kristine Heckard will be Supply Pastor

HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron (Creekside Bldg) 
on Friday August 13th 10:00AM to 7:00PM and Saturday August 14th 10:00AM to 2:00PM this year. GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing, gently used shoes or new shoes is needed. SCHOOL SUPPLIES: (3-ring binders, highlighters, mechanical pencils, big erasers, rulers, scissors, protractors, composition books, notebooks, glue sticks, backpacks, pencil bags or boxes). Drop off clothes and school supplies at Valleys E. C. C. or other area churches or Halifax High, Middle & Elementary School offices. 

  Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc, sort clothing from August 7th to August 16th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 13th & 14th. We are also accepting monetary donations and Wal-Mart gift cards for First Day-Fresh Impressions to sponsor a child for shopping. .Donations may be sent to The Valleys E. C. C. PO Box H Halifax, PA 17032. Please mark it “Back-to-School” or “Fresh Impressions”.
BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE PRE-SORTING: We need people to help with sorting through the many articles of clothing that have been donated so far. If you have any time to come and help, we would greatly appreciate it. Please contact Sharon Fetterhoff for more details. Every bit helps. Thank you!
                           SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - Old Testament 2 Samuel 7:1-14a (NLT)
7 When King David was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all the surrounding enemies, 2 the king summoned Nathan the prophet. “Look,” David said, “I am living in a beautiful cedar palace, but the Ark of God is out there in a tent!”
3 Nathan replied to the king, “Go ahead and do whatever you have in mind, for the Lord is with you.” 4 But that same night the LORD

said to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the

Lord has declared: Are you the one to build a house for me to live in? 6 I have never lived in a house, from the day I brought the Israelites out of Egypt until this very day. I have always moved from one place to another with a tent and a Tabernacle as my dwelling. 7 Yet no matter where I have gone with the Israelites, I have never once complained to Israel’s tribal leaders, the shepherds of my people Israel. I have never asked them, “Why haven’t you built me a beautiful cedar house?”’ 8 “Now go and say to my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies has declared: I took you from tending sheep in the pasture and selected you to be the leader of my people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have destroyed all your enemies before your eyes. Now I will make your name as famous as anyone who has ever lived on the earth! 10 And I will provide a homeland for my people Israel, planting them in a secure place where they will never be disturbed. Evil nations won’t oppress them as they’ve done in the past, 11 
starting from the time I appointed judges to rule my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. “‘Furthermore, the

Lord declares that he will make a house for you—a dynasty of kings! 12 For when you die and are buried with your ancestors, I will raise up one of your descendants, your own offspring, and I will make his kingdom strong. 13 He is the one who will build a house—a temple—for my name. And I will secure his royal throne forever.

14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. 
2nd Reading - Psalm 89:120-37(Responsive) (NLT)
20 I have found my servant David.
    I have anointed him with my holy oil.
21 I will steady him with my hand;
    with my powerful arm I will make him strong.
2nd Reading - Psalm 89:20-37(Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)

22 His enemies will not defeat him, nor will the wicked overpower him.
23 I will beat down his adversaries before him
    and destroy those who hate him.
24 My faithfulness and unfailing love will be with him,
    and by my authority he will grow in power.
25 I will extend his rule over the sea, his dominion over the rivers.
26 And he will call out to me, ‘You are my Father,
    my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’
27 I will make him my firstborn son, the mightiest king on earth.
28 I will love him and be kind to him forever;
    my covenant with him will never end.
29 I will preserve an heir for him;
    his throne will be as endless as the days of heaven.
30 But if his descendants forsake my instructions
    and fail to obey my regulations,
31 if they do not obey my decrees and fail to keep my commands,
32 then I will punish their sin with the rod,
    and their disobedience with beating.
33 But I will never stop loving him
    nor fail to keep my promise to him.
34 No, I will not break my covenant;
    I will not take back a single word I said.
35 I have sworn an oath to David, and in my holiness I cannot lie:
36 His dynasty will go on forever; his kingdom will endure as the sun.
37 It will be as eternal as the moon,
    my faithful witness in the sky!” 
3rd Reading - New Testament Ephesians 2:11-22 (NLT)

11 Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. 12 In those days you were living apart from 
Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and without hope. 13 But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ. 14 For Christ himself has 
brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. 15 He did this by ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations. He made peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two groups. 16 Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death. 17 He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and peace to the Jews who were near. 18 Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us. 19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord.

 22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where God lives by his Spirit.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Mark 6:30-34 (NLT)
30 The apostles returned to Jesus from their ministry tour and told him all they had done and taught. 31 Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” He said this because there were so many people coming and going that Jesus and his apostles didn’t even have time to eat.32 So they left by boat for a quiet place, where they could be alone. 33 But many people recognized them and saw them leaving, and people from many towns ran ahead along the shore and got there ahead of them.

34 Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and he had compassion on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 53 After they had crossed the lake, they landed at Gennesaret. They brought the boat to shore 54 and climbed out. The people recognized Jesus at once,

55 and they ran throughout the whole area, carrying sick people on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56 Wherever he went—in villages, cities, or the countryside—they brought the sick out to the marketplaces. They begged him to let the sick touch at least the fringe of his robe, and all who touched him were healed.
Hymn: “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”  (Page 172) 
Fanny Jane Crosby| John R. Sweney  STORY OF JESUS Public Domain
CCLI Song # 3617777CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1 Tell me the story of Jesus
Write on my heart every word
Tell me the story most precious
Sweetest that ever was heard
Tell how the angels in chorus
Sang as they welcomed His birth
Glory to God in the highest
Peace and good tidings to earth    Chorus
Chorus  Tell me the story of Jesus
Write on my heart every word
Tell me the story most precious
Sweetest that ever was heard
Verse 2   Fasting alone in the desert
Tell of the days that are past
How for our sins He was tempted
Yet was triumphant at last
Tell of the years of His labour
Tell of the sorrow He bore
He was despised and afflicted
Homeless rejected and poor     Chorus
Verse 3   Tell of the cross where they nailed Him
Writhing in anguish and pain
Tell of the grave where they laid Him
Tell how He liveth again
Love in that story so tender
Clearer than ever I see
Stay let me weep while you whisper
Love paid the ransom for me   Chorus
Links to hymn:  “Tell Me the Story of Jesus” Page 172

https://youtu.be/qSDlShWZcvo?t=269 

https://youtu.be/mZ_rx9HbCTk?t=7 
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
Hymn: “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Pg 87 Red hymnal)    
Text: Katholisches Gesangbuch, Würzburg, 1828;
         Translated by Edward Caswall   Public Domain
Music: Joseph Barnby   LAUDES DOMINI
Verse 1   When morning gilds the skies,
 My heart awakening cries,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Alike at work and prayer To Jesus I repair,

May Jesus Christ be praised!
Verse 2    Does sadness fill my mind?
A solace here I find,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this,

May Jesus Christ be praised!
Verse 3     The night becomes as day,
When from the heart we say,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

The pow’rs of darkness fear When this sweet chant they hear,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Verse 4     Ye nations of mankind,

In this your concord find,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Let all the earth around Ring joyous with the sound,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Verse 5      Sing, suns and stars of space,

Sing, ye that see His face,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

God’s whole creation o’er, For aye and evermore

May Jesus Christ be praised!    
Verse 6       Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this th’eternal song Thro’ all the ages long,

May Jesus Christ be praised!   Amen.  
Link for Hymn “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Pg.  87):
https://youtu.be/WXBLXbqMn8Q?t=1  (organ with words onscreen)
https://youtu.be/og7-iwTF3O8?t=1  (with singing, no words onscreen)
History of Hymn “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Pg. 87):
Nothing is known of the original writer of this text other than the fact that he was a German. The hymn first appeared in a German hymnal in 1828. It was translated to English by Edward Caswall (1814-1878) in 1853, music was composed by Joseph Barnaby (1838-1896) in 1868. The Tune Name is “Laudes Domini” which means “Praise to the Lord.” Other writers also attempted English translations of this text, but Caswall's work in 1853 became the most widely used both in England and in the United States. Throughout his life Caswall kept adding new verses to this work until eventually this hymn included twenty-eight stanzas.

  "I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth." Psalm 34:1

  One of the important sources of English hymnody is the wealth of worthy hymns translated from earlier Greek, Latin and German sources during the mid-nineteenth century. This particular interest by many English writers in the hymns from these other cultures was a part of a movement within the Anglican Church known as the Oxford Movement. The rediscovery of the writings of the Middle Ages was very important during this time. An important emphasis of this movement was an attempt by these leaders to rejuvenate the Anglican Church by making it more "high church" and to re-establish the concept of the church as the true Apostolic Church ordained by Christ Himself. Much of this concern was a reaction to what was felt to be a looseness within the church  caused by the Evangelical influence and its emphasis on the individual and his need for a personal conversion experience. The Oxford Movement began in 1833 with a sermon by John Keble (author of "Sun of My Soul" (No. 851) entitled "National Apostasy." For several years this movement tenaciously directed religious England. During this time many of the leading Anglicans actually seceded to the Roman Church in their obsession with having a more liturgical and authoritative church. One of these leaders was Edward Caswall, one of the best-known scholars and translators of the earlier writings. He was born in Edgbaston, Birmingham, England in 1814. Later he graduated from the distinguished Oxford College and was ordained by the Anglican Church at the age of twenty-six. While at Oxford Caswall became involved in the Oxford Movement. After pastoring a parish church at Stratford for seven years, he resigned that charge and with his wife traveled to Rome, where they were both received into the Roman Church. Three years later his wife died, and soon he became an ordained priest in the Roman Catholic Church. From this time until his death in 1878 Caswall made it his life's mission to faithfully translate the early hymns for the services of the Catholic Church. Another well-known hymn translated from the Latin is "Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee" (No. 49).

History of Hymn “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Continued)
Joseph Barnby was born on August 12, 1838, in London, England. In addition to many other musical accomplishments, he edited five important hymnals. He was later knighted by Queen Victoria in 1892 in recognition of his many musical feats. He is also the composer for the hymns "Now the Day Is Over" (No. 63), and "O Perfect Love" (101 More Hymn Stories, No. 69).

Psalm 69:34  Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and everything that moves therein. This is one verse of several that go with this song. It illustrates the importance of human beings praising God. If the heaven and earth will praise him, we, and God’s children, definitely should praise him.

History of Hymn: “Tell Me the Story of Jesus” (Page 172)

   This narrative hymn was written by two prominent gospel songwriters, lyricist Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) and composer John Sweney (1837-1899). According to Crosby, her friendship with Sweney was formed during summer revival meetings held annually at the Methodist campgrounds in Ocean Grove, NJ. Sweney became the song leader there in 1878 and served for twenty years until his declining health prevented him from continuing. Crosby said it was “one of the saddest duties of my life to recite a tribute to his memory” upon Sweney’s death. One of their most enduring collaborations is the hymn “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”, first published in The Quiver of Sacred Song (Philadelphia: John T. Hood, 1880.) Crosby and Sweney had a special interest in creating music for Christian education. The informative nature of this hymn--and its fitness for Christian education--is simple and clear: it tells the story of Jesus’ life on earth, starting with his incarnation, followed by his temptation in the desert, his earthly ministry, his crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. It does this in the perspective of a person desiring to hear the story told, a story described as “precious” and “sweetest that ever was heard,” one which ought to be written on the heart, containing a love “so tender, clearer than ever,” which “paid the ransom for me.”
    Notable Scripture allusions include Luke 2:8-14 (the angelic proclamation); Luke 4:1-14 (temptation; also Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13); Isaiah 53:3-4 (sorrows, despised
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) June, July August devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #29   
         July 18, 2021                     
       “Come Away”               


   
      
                    8th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Even when we come apart to worship and find respite from the troubles of the world,
P: we will find among us those who stand in need of being ministered to.
L: They are those for whom our touch and words of encouragement 
P: will provide the strength and healing they need.
L: Come, let us worship together, and let us be sensitive to each other’s needs. 
Invocation:

O God, even as Jesus sought to get away with his disciples from the clamorous crowds, so we, too, seek the peace and quiet that comes from withdrawal from our busy weekday schedules. Lord, even as Jesus found there was no escape from the needs of people, so may we also realize the need to be ever alert to where we can serve and worship you best by ministering to others. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray, Amen. 

Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a

Psalm: Psalm 89:20-37

New Testament: Ephesians 2:11-22

* Gospel: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Meditation:

“Come Away”


I don’t always like vacations; at least getting ready to go on one. Often times I dread the chaos of having to double the amount of work and preparation needed to take time off, and then dread the mountain of work needing my attention when I return. It seems there’s always something that needs to be done, and the idea of taking time off doesn’t feel as though it would be restful. And yet taking time off is absolutely crucial to my well-being and ability to function at my best. It’s similar to a rechargeable battery. If you constantly use such a device, eventually it runs out of power. If you take the time needed to recharge the battery, then you’re without that device for however long it needs to charge. Regular intervals of recharging that battery mean less chance that it will fail when you most need it. The same is true in our lives, especially our spiritual lives and lives with God. 


Today’s lectionary text from Mark bookends two dramatic events; the feeding of the 5,000, and Jesus walking on water. Verses 30-34 tells of the return of the disciples after their mission trip and reporting to Jesus all they did and taught. I imagine they were energized and full of excitement over all the things that happened. Jesus then invites them on a mini retreat. “Let’s get away from the crowds for a while and rest.” People’s needs were so great they kept coming to Jesus and the disciples for help. It was unrelenting. Jesus knew that taking some time for rest and to be alone together was important and needed. After all, didn’t God rest on the 7th day of creation? Wasn’t Sabbath rest commanded? They needed time for rest, to recharge their batteries, and to process their experience of the mission. 


Even though they tried to get away quietly people still sought them out and found them. Rather than being annoyed at their intrusiveness, Jesus had compassion on them. That word for compassion is a very visceral, powerful word in the original language. It means to be moved from deep within, like the bowels, or more likely, the womb. It brings to mind the compassion a mother feels for her developing child in the womb. It is a deep, almost unbreakable connection. That’s what Jesus feels for these people: his children. Why? Because they are “like sheep without a shepherd.” Their leaders had failed them. Herod had failed to lead them because rather than looking out for their needs he focused on his own at the expense of those he was supposed to govern. The religious leaders failed to lead the people into God’s loving presence by imposing impossible laws meant to keep the ‘unworthy’ out and only allow those they deemed ‘worthy’ to enter; namely themselves and people like themselves. So the people were essentially leaderless and lost when it came to knowing God and his great love for them. So Jesus is moved to action by the feeding of the 5,000, which we won’t take up this week.


The lectionary picks up the story after the dramatic events of the feeding and Jesus walking on water in the middle of a storm. Jesus and his disciples land on the opposite shore at Gennesaret. As soon as people recognized Jesus, they began to swarm around and inundate him with their desperate needs. The sick came, either on their own, or brought to Jesus on mats. No matter where Jesus and the disciples went, whether in the streets, alleyways, or the market places, the sick and needy came to him. And he healed them, even those who simply touched his clothing. 


This week’s text highlights the absolute importance and necessity of taking time away to be with God. How often do we allow the busyness of life keep us from meeting God in prayer? How often do we allow busyness and/or a need for rest keep us from joining together with our brothers and sisters in Christ for weekly worship? If we don’t make time for God a high priority in our schedules, then it will become something we attend to if we have the time, which we usually don’t have by that point. So we become run down, burnt out, frazzled, and wonder why our spiritual lives have become dry and mundane. If we want to be effective for God’s Kingdom, if we want to see our church become a place where people can come to find themselves re-energized by being alive to Christ, then we have to take our need for time alone with God seriously. 


Jesus invites us through the words of Mark to, “let’s get away for a while and rest.” May you find the grace and strength to say ‘no’ to all other distractions in life to take Jesus up on his offer. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and on earth: Help us to see your presence burning in the hearts of others; grant that we may be united in a fellowship of love and prayer; give us the courage to pick up our cross and respond to the needs of the world, give us the stamina to follow you, to be your hands and heart in the world; enable us to witness to your grace and mercy. Let us take time to lift the names of loved ones, friends, and situations in the world in need of God’s healing love.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)
Thank you, Lord, for hearing our prayers. Thank you that you understand our feelings of being overwhelmed by the unending waves of human need and brokenness. Thank you that you do not call us into this work alone, but you call us to work together with you for the sake of your Kingdom. Give us the wisdom and humility to take times of rest to be with you, just as Jesus did with his disciples. May our strength flow from our time spent with you. 
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to what is good; do not return evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; guard the dignity of all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
