              Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #17
                    *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Karen Kahler; *Hilda Baker, (Jane Baker’s sister-in-law); *Lori Graff, (Sarah’s daughter); Gary Fetterhoff; Roxanne Laudenslager, (Gerry Wiest’s daughter); Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Gail Shertzer; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; George Heckard, (Pastor George Heckard’s father); Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Jordan Graeff;  Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Kelly Shutt; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode.
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
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SUNDAY JULY 19, 2020
                Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

July 19, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We will not be singing hymns but feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Trust in the Lord at all times, O People; God is a refuge for us.
P: God is our rock and our salvation; we shall not be shaken.
L: God is good and in God’s work we find our strength. 

P: We proclaim all God’s wonderful works! We give thanks and praise to the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship the Lord. 
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings
Psalm: Psalm 13                             (Pg. 785 Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: James 1:12-15    (Pg. 310 N.T. Pew Bible)
*Gospel: Matthew 6:9-13             (Pg. 8 N.T. Pew Bible) 
Music -     “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”               Page 26

                           (See Note above)     
Sermon -  “Lead Us Not Into Temptation”    

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music - “I Need Thee Every Hour”  (See Note above)  Page 428
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Welcome back to Worship at the Valleys!  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign your name and address on our welcome card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  Please put prayer requests, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), on back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  
    In-Person services for everyone who feels comfortable to come to worship services.  Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Surfaces will be sanitized before and after Sunday service.           

    You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out if you prefer to worship from home.
There will be no Sunday School and other activities, Halifax Senior Center and Zumba remain closed until it is determined to safely meet again.  

We know it has been awhile since we have seen each other but if you wish to visit, please do so outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Thank you.

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS:  We are glad the weekly devotions has helped and continues to help everyone during the time we cannot all worship in person.  Weekly devotions will still be mailed to our shut-ins and also to those who cannot worship in person with us and wish to receive them. Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to continue receiving the devotions. We are happy to accommodate you.
Attendance for July 12: In-person- 29; Facebook online- 140 views as of July 14  

                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
No Sunday School or other activities
July 19 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service (for those who feel safe to return to church)  

July 26 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service (for those who feel safe to return to church)  
MISSION NEWS: The Free Back-to School Yard Sale will be held in August, location and details to be announced. We are accepting donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade and also school supplies at Valleys church. More information will be in bulletins and August newsletter.
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032 if you are not coming to worship services. Financial deposits will be done every other week.   Please call the church office if you have any questions.

********************************************************************************************************************************************

GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
Link for hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
EIN’ FESTE BURG (German)
Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (pg 26 in red hymnal)

 Frederick Henry Hedge | Lani Smith | Martin Luther CCLI Song # 1703075   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  A mighty fortress is our God
A bulwark never failing
Our helper He amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing
For still our ancient foe
Doth seek to work us woe
His craft and pow'r are great
And armed with cruel hate
On earth is not His equal 
Verse 2  Did we in our own strength confide
Our striving would be losing
Were not the right man on our side
The man of God's own choosing
Dost ask who that may be
Christ Jesus it is He
Lord Sabaoth His name
From age to age the same
And He must win the battle
Verse 3  And tho' this world with devils filled
Should threaten to undo us
We will not fear for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us
The prince of darkness grim
We tremble not for him
His rage we can endure
For lo his doom is sure
One little word shall fell him
Verse 4  That word above all earthly pow'rs
No thanks to them abideth
The Spirit and the gifts are ours
Thro' Him who with us sideth
Let goods and kindred go
This mortal life also
The body they may kill
God's truth abideth still
His kingdom is forever  Amen 
       (Please see link for this hymn on previous page)
Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour”
Annie Sherwood Hawks | Robert Lowry

CCLI Song # 5125841   CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1 I need Thee ev'ry hour
Most gracious Lord
No tender voice like Thine
Can peace afford
Chorus   I need Thee O I need Thee
Ev'ry hour I need Thee
O bless me now my Saviour
I come to Thee
Verse 2 I need Thee ev'ry hour
Stay Thou near by
Temptations lose their power
When Thou art nigh
Verse 3  I need Thee ev'ry hour
In joy or pain
Come quickly and abide
Or life is vain
Verse 4  I need Thee ev'ry hour        (this verse is not in hymnal
Most Holy One
Oh make me Thine indeed
Thou blessed Son
Verse 5  I need Thee ev'ry hour
Teach me Thy will
And Thy rich promises
In me fulfill
Link for Hymn “I Need Thee Every Hour”
       History of Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (German): “Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott” is one of the best known hymns by the reformer Martin Luther, a prolific hymnodist. Luther wrote the words and composed the melody sometime between 1527 and 1529. Often called the “Battle Hymn of the Reformation,” Martin Luther’s    

  “A Mighty Fortress” has been translated into almost every known language, and at least eighty different translations have been made into English!  During times when the Reformation seemed lost, Luther would say to his friend Melanchthon, “Let’s sing the Forty-sixth Psalm.” “A mighty Fortress” draws inspiration from Psalm 46.  

  As a young student, Luther earned money to pay his school fees by singing in the streets of Eisencah. Luther played the lute and singing always was an important part of his life. “A Mighty Fortress” so captured the spirit of the Protestant Reformation that when Protestant emigrants were forced into exile or martyrs went to their death, “A Mighty Fortress” always seemed to be the song they chose to sing.
               History of Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour”
   Annie Sherwood Hawks (1835-1918) was an American poet and gospel hymnist who wrote a number of hymns with her pastor, Robert Lowry.  The hymn by which Hawks is most widely known, "I Need Thee Every Hour", was written in 1872.  It is said to have been translated into more foreign languages than any other modern hymn at the time of her death. Hawks stated:— "For myself, the hymn was prophetic rather than expressive of my own experiences, for it was wafted out to the world on the wings of love and joy, instead of under the stress of personal sorrow." A New York native, Hawks displayed a gift for verse at the early age of 14, contributing poems on a regular basis to a variety of newspapers.              

    Though she composed over 400 hymn texts, "I Need Thee Every Hour" is the only hymn of hers that is still sung today. Following her marriage to Charles Hawks in 1859, much of Hawks’ life centered on the domestic aspects of rearing three children.  Lowry, who wrote the music, went on to say: "I believe it was the expression of her own experience. It came to me in the form of five simple stanzas, to which I added the chorus to make it more serviceable. It inspired me at its first reading. It first appeared in a small collection of original songs prepared for the National Baptist Sunday-school Association, held in Cincinnati, Ohio in November 1872, and was sung on that occasion."
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #17
       Week of July 19, 2020              “Lead Us Not Into Temptation”

    Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

1 Corinthians 10:12-14  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry.

It still amazes me that with our Facebook livestreams we have more people joining us for worship in virtual space than we’ve had in our in-person gatherings. This past week we regathered with 29 people in attendance. As of the 14th, that service had over 140 views on Facebook. And from week to week we average over 200 views. May God use us to reach  whomever He is calling. Whichever way you choose to worship our Loving God with us, welcome! 

In His Grip, 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:

L: Trust in the Lord at all times, O People; God is a refuge for us. 

P: God is our rock and our salvation; we shall not be shaken. 

L: God is good and in God’s work we find our strength. 

P: We proclaim all God’s wonderful works! We give thanks and praise to the Lord!

L: Come, let us worship the Lord!

Invocation:

Eternal God, you bring light out of darkness and hope out of despair. Share your love with us this day that we may better love each other. Touch our hearts and help our love shine forth in a world hungry to know your love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Readings:

Psalm: Psalm 13 #785 (Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: James 1:12-15
*Gospel: Matthew 6:9-13
Meditation:

“Lead Us Not Into Temptation”


One day during my time as a chaplain resident at Mayo Clinic we were gathered in our group talking and eating our lunch together. We joked and laughed, commiserated and consoled one another as we typically did. Almost every day one of us would bring some kind of food treat to share with the group. It was a great way to bond over our common experiences. This one particular day our supervisor came in to our break room and joined our conversation. He didn’t have a lunch with him, so we offered him some of what we were eating. I’ll never forget his reply: “I’d resist temptation, but I’m afraid it wouldn’t come around again.” 


This week we explore the last two petitions in the Lord’s Prayer. “Lead us not into temptation (or time of testing) but deliver us from evil (or the evil one).” Two immediate questions are what is meant by temptation, and what is meant by evil. What did Jesus mean in using these terms and how would they have been understood by his listeners?


The first term, temptation, can also mean ‘testing,’ ‘trial,’ or ‘struggle.’ Temptation is more than just something meant to lure us into some kind of moral compromise or sin. It is a struggle of our wills. A struggle to remain faithful to God amidst our leanings to go our own way. And as such it is a kind of test or trial to show us how strong or weak our faith may be. Temptation is not sin, in and of itself, it’s how we respond to the temptations that may lead us into sinning. 


Evil is basically anything opposed to God and his purposes. Anything which seeks to destroy and undermine God’s created order and his Kingdom are evil. The Evil One is none other than Satan, the Accuser. Satan is the personification of all that is opposed to God and his creation and seeks to actively destroy creation and God’s Kingdom. In many ways this part of the Lord’s Prayer is a prayer for strength as we engage this struggle between God and evil. 


Does God tempt us? Short answer; no. James’s letter in 1:12-15 makes it clear that God does not tempt or cause us to be tempted. “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.  13 When tempted, no-one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone 14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.” However, it is fair to say that God does test the genuineness of our faith, or at the very least, allows us to be tested. James 1:2-4  “ 2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,  3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” Think of Jesus being led into the wilderness at the beginning of his ministry to what? Be tempted. Who led him? The Holy Spirit. 

So, what are we really praying when we pray, “lead us not into temptation?” One helpful image is that of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane praying as he’s facing his upcoming ordeal. In ancient times it was common to test a person’s guilt or innocence or commitment with what is known as ‘a trial by ordeal.’ This is what Jesus had in mind in this part of the prayer. So, we are asking to not be led into a time of trial in which our faith might be broken. We are asking for God’s mercy in the face of trials and temptations. Yet we are also praying, as Jesus did, “not my will but yours be done.” We are also asking God for the strength to stand up under the weight of the test if we aren’t allowed to escape it. In the case of temptation, we are asking God for the strength both to resist and to look to him for that strength. 

How do we make sense of praying, “deliver us from evil (or the Evil One)?” Certainly, we are praying that if there’s anyway possible we’d like to be spared.  Yet the prayer is more nuanced than that. We’re also submitting ourselves to God’s purpose in all this. We are praying that God would spare us from the effects or consequences of evil that are done to us, or perhaps, by us. We are praying that Satan would not have his full way with us. We’re asking God to set limits. In the Old Testament book of Job, we learn of an encounter with God and Satan, the Accuser. Satan first asks God’s permission to test Job. God says, Okay, but says Satan can touch anything of Job’s but cannot physically hurt Job in any way. Job remains faithful to God even though he loses everything; livestock, children, etc. Satan then asks God for permission to harm him physically believing that surely Job will forsake God then. God gives permission but sets the limit at taking Job’s life. We see Job wrestling with questions about why, and what did he do to deserve such a fate, but he never forsakes God. God sets limits of what Satan can do to him and it’s the same with us. We are placing ourselves into God’s care for God’s purposes in our lives. 

At the heart of it all we are asking to be excused from the effects of evil in this world, including the works of Satan. We are also asking for the strength of will and character to stand up under the weight of anything that gets thrown our way that might break our faith. We are also submitting ourselves to God in order that he might mold us and shape us more and more into the image of his son, Jesus. This may mean that we won’t escape hard things. It may mean that evil does happen to us. Yet we recognize that even in those times Jesus is with us going through it as well. We know that God has set limits that protect us from evil’s full fury. We are not alone. We have not been abandoned even though it may feel like it at times. Thanks be to God for his relentless love for us. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Loving Father, we pray for the many who feel pushed and tested almost beyond their endurance; those in positions of heavy responsibility who feel overloaded to the point of collapse; or those pressured from all sides by factions in workplace or community; suffering people–and all who must watch a loved one suffer– who feel they can bear no more; kindly folk whose patience with a difficult friend is now at breaking point; persecuted Christians whose faith seems stretched beyond their limit; and the depressed whose inner being endures a misery which no human word can alleviate.
            Merciful God, steer us through times of temptation, and testing, 
            And deliver us from evil.
We also pray for those who seem to be in a position of advantage: the happy, that their happiness may always be used for goodwill and compassion; the strong, that their energies may be used wisely and gently; the clever, that they may employ their mental facility for good not evil; for the rich, that their wealth may be shared for the uplifting of the poor; for the powerful, that they may use their position as a blessing to humanity; and those of strong faith, that they may walk humbly and affirm the weaker souls.
            Righteous God, steer us through times of temptation, and testing,
            And deliver us from evil.
And now Holy God, we pray for each other in this church. None of us know the extent of the pressures that some may be under this very day. Look upon us all, read our thoughts and weigh our feelings, and by your utter resourcefulness, “save us in the time of trial and deliver us from all evil.” Through Christ Jesus our Saviour. Amen!
Benediction:

Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you to defend you, within you to keep you, before you to lead you, beside you to guard you, and above you to bless you. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
