                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Dennis Miller, (Nephew of Gary/Carol Miller, Corrine Heinbaugh); Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Ann Cooper; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie /Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Ellie Hebenthal; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                        JULY 25, 2021
     Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 
    Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor

                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

July 25 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                   Dave Novinger             
L:  The disciples were baffled by the problem of how to feed the thousands 

P:  until they offered all that they had to Jesus.
L:  In our day and age, thousands, if not millions, are facing hunger of body and soul.
P:  God is calling for our total commitment to caring and sharing.

L:   Come, let us worship the God of mercy who needs us to carry out his ministry.
 

Invocation                                                    Pastor Heckard
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 14   (Responsively)    (See Insert)  Dave Novinger
New Testament: Ephesians 3:14-21 (See Insert)   Scott Miller
Hymn -        “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”     Page 108                                                                        
*Gospel: John 6:1-15    (See Insert)                    Pastor Heckard                                          
Sermon:  “A Little Fish, a Little Bread, A lot of Faith”                                                                  Pastor Kristine Heckard
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) Pastor Heckard
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -     “All the Way My Savior Leads Me”      Page 460  
Benediction
                                               Pastor Heckard
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor Heckard
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today July 25th the Ninth   Sunday After Pentecost! We are moving towards a more normal way of being together! Masks are no longer required. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

WE WELCOME Rev. Kristine Heckard as our Guest Pastor today!
Attendance: 

In-person worship for July 18 was 30.
Face book views for July 18 were .
Face book views for July 11 were .
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held on SATURDAY JULY 31st from 9:00AM to 12:00Noon. Sign up today! 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

PLEASE NOTE: Pastor Guertin and his family are away thru Monday July 26th. Pastor Dave will be back in the office on Tuesday July 27th. Please call the church office for Pastoral care during that time. 
July  25 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
-
                 Pastor Kristine Heckard is Guest
 Pastor today.
July  30 -  Set up for VBS

July  31 -  9:00AM-12:00Noon - Vacation Bible School
Aug.   1 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
-
                 Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)     
Aug.   2 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting
Aug.   3 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting
Aug.   7 - 11:00AM - Bus trip meeting in Meeting room
Aug.   8 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Aug. 10 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup
Aug. 13 - 10:00AM-7:00PM - Free Back-to-school Yard Sale at Camp Hebron Creekside Building

Aug. 14 - 10:00AM-2:00PM - Free Back-to-school Yard Sale at Camp Hebron Creekside Building

Aug.  15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday August 10th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Choice of Hot Dog or Hamburger; Macaroni & Cheese, Salad, Fruit, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday August 5th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.  
                           SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - Psalm 14:1-7(Responsive) (NLT)
1 Only fools say in their hearts,
    “There is no God.”
They are corrupt, and their actions are evil;
    not one of them does good!
2 The Lord looks down from heaven
    on the entire human race;
he looks to see if anyone is truly wise,
    if anyone seeks God.
3 But no, all have turned away;
    all have become corrupt.
No one does good, not a single one!
4 Will those who do evil never learn?
    They eat up my people like bread
    and wouldn’t think of praying to the Lord.
5 Terror will grip them,
    for God is with those who obey him.
6 The wicked frustrate the plans of the oppressed,
    but the Lord will protect his people.
7 Who will come from Mount Zion to rescue Israel?
    When the Lord restores his people,
    Jacob will shout with joy, and Israel will rejoice.
2nd Reading - New Testament Ephesians 3:14-21 (NLT)
14 When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father,

15 the Creator of everything in heaven and on earth. 16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power to

understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God. 20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 21 Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! Amen.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Mark 6:1-15 (NRSV)
6 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.  14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
REACH OUT TO PEOLE ON PRAYER LIST AND OTHERS WHO AREN’T COMING TO CHURCH AT THIS TIME: Please don’t forget to send cards or reach out to people on our prayer list and also to others who aren’t coming to church at this time due to Covid. It really helps them to know people are thinking about them and that we miss them.
                     VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: 
                 “WILLIE’S REDNECK RODEO”
                        SATURDAY JULY 31 
                 FROM 9:00AM TO 12:00NOON: 
              SIGN UP AND REGISTER TODAY! 
HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron (Creekside Bldg) 

on Friday August 13th 10:00AM to 7:00PM and Saturday August 14th 10:00AM to 2:00PM this year. GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing, gently used shoes or new shoes is needed. 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: (3-ring binders, highlighters, mechanical pencils, big erasers, rulers, scissors, protractors, composition books, notebooks, glue sticks, backpacks, pencil bags or boxes). Drop off clothes and school supplies at Valleys E. C. C. or other area churches or Halifax High, Middle & Elementary School offices. 

  Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc, sort clothing from August 7th to August 16th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 13th & 14th. We are also accepting monetary donations and Wal-Mart gift cards for 
First Day-Fresh Impressions to sponsor a child for shopping. .Donations may be sent to The Valleys E. C. C. PO Box H Halifax, PA 17032. Please mark it “Back-to-School” or “Fresh Impressions”.

BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE PRE-SORTING: We need people to help with sorting through the many articles of clothing that have been donated so far. If you have any time to come and help, we would greatly appreciate it. Please contact Sharon Fetterhoff for more details. Every bit helps. Thank you!
History of hymn “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” (Pg. 108)
    Christian Henry Bateman (1813-1899) was ordained into the Church of England after being a Congregational minister. His ministerial studies were under the Moravian Church, where he served for a time before changing to the Congregational Church at age 30. Following his ministry at Richmond Place Congregational Church in Edinburgh, Scotland, and successive Congregational parishes in Hopton, Yorkshire, and Reading, Berkshire, he took Holy Orders in the Anglican Church at age 56 and served as a curate and vicar in several Anglican parishes. 
     Australian hymnologist Wesley Milgate (1916-1999) noted that Bateman’s hymn is actually a rewritten version of the hymn “Join Now in Praise, and Sing” by William Edward Hickson (1803-1870).  Hickson’s text uses the same melody, MADRID (SPANISH HYMN), and is structured in much the same way. Compare Bateman’s text at the beginning of this article with the first stanza of Hickson’s hymn: Bateman probably found the earlier hymn in the collection Hickson published, Singing Master (1836). Hickson’s five stanzas were reduced to three by Bateman and first appeared in a collection published in Edinburgh, Sacred Melodies for Children (1843). The original “Hallelujah, Amen!” was changed by the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., in their 1933 hymnal, to “Alleluia! Amen!” It has remained that way ever since. The original opening line of the hymn was “Come, children, join to sing.” Though changed in the Presbyterian hymnal to include all age groups, Bateman’s text contains direct, uncomplicated language suited for children. Since very few of the words have more than two syllables and “Alleluia! Amen!” is interjected three times in each stanza, the hymn is easy for children to learn and sing. Each stanza begins with an exhortation—an imperative command to “Come” or “Praise.” 
     In stanza one, Bateman provides the children with the reason for singing: We offer “loud praise to Christ our King . . . before his throne. . . .” Christ desires our praise: “praise is his gracious choice. . . .” Stanza two reassures the children (and all of us) that this King is also “our guide and friend” and that “his love shall never end.” This King will “condescend” to be a friend to the children. To condescend surely did not mean to patronize as it tends to mean today, but implies that Christ the King humbles himself to be in a personal relationship with us. Stanza three ends on an 
History of hymn “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” (Pg. 108)
   (Continued)
eschatological (branch of theology or doctrine dealing with death, resurrection, judgment, immortality) note. The author reassures children that they need not fear death. Beyond life, our songs will continue on “heaven’s blissful shore . . . singing forevermore: Alleluia! Amen!”
History of hymn: “All the Way My Savior Leads Me”  (Pg. 460)
This beloved hymn came from the grateful heart of Fanny Crosby after she had received a direct answer to her prayer. One day when she desperately needed five dollars and had no idea where she could obtain it, Fanny followed her usual custom and began to pray about the matter. A few minutes later a stranger appeared at her door with the exact amount. “I have no way of accounting for this, she said, except to believe that God put it into the heart of this good man to bring the money. My first thought was that it is so wonderful the way the Lord leads me, and I immediately wrote the poem.” The poem, written in 1875, became “All the Way My Savior Leads Me.” The tune was written by Dr. Robert Lowry. This was Fanny’s first hymn to be set to music by Lowry. The hymn was first published in Brightest and best hymnal in 1875. The song is considered one of Crosby’s best known hymns. The song has been published in over 250 hymnals.
