           Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #18
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ritchie Moorhead, (Holy Spirit Hosp.); Lori Graff, (Sarah’s daughter); Gary Fetterhoff; Roxanne Laudenslager, (Gerry Wiest’s daughter); Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Gail Shertzer; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; George Heckard, (Pastor George Heckard’s father); Todd Miller; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker, (Jane Baker’s sister-in-law); Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Jordan Graeff;  Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Kelly Shutt; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler;; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
[image: image1.png]The
kingdom
'\ of beaven
| islike
freasure
bidden
inafield...





SUNDAY JULY 26, 2020
                Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

July 26, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We will not be singing hymns but feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.

P:  It is a small seed, but has some surprises in store for us.
L:  When it is grown, it is a very large shrub.
P: Even the birds can find places in its branches for their nests.
L: God’s transforming love begins in small ways to enter our hearts.

P: Lord, plant those amazing seeds of transforming love in us that they may grow into deeds of service to others in your name. AMEN.
L: Come, let us worship the Lord. 
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings
Psalm: Psalm 105:1-11                       (Pg. 664 O.T. Pew Bible)
Old Testament: 1 Kings 3:5-12          (Pg 407 O.T. Pew Bible)
*Gospel:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44 -52 (Pg. 20 N.T. Pew Bible) 
Music -     “I Love Thy Kingdom Lord”               Page 280
                           (See Note above)     
Sermon -  “The Kingdom of Heaven is Like…”    

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music -                “See Ye First ”                          Page 42
                                Duet - Pastor Dave and Laurel Guertin
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Welcome to Worship at the Valleys!  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign your name and address on our welcome card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  Please put prayer requests, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), on back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  
    In-Person services for everyone who feels comfortable to come to worship services.  Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Surfaces sanitized before/after service.           

    You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out if you prefer to worship from home.
There will be no Sunday School and other activities, Halifax Senior Center and Zumba remain closed until it is determined to safely meet again.  
We know it has been awhile since we have seen each other but if you wish to visit, please do so outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Thank you.

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS are mailed to our shut-ins and also to those who cannot worship in person with us and wish to receive them. Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to continue receiving the devotions. We are happy to accommodate you.
Attendance for July 19: In-person- 28; Facebook online- 142 views as of July 21 
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed Financial deposits will be done every other week. Please call the church office for any questions.

                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
No Sunday School or other activities
July 26 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online 
July 31 - 6:30PM - Wedding Rehearsal

Aug.  1 - 12:00Noon - 4:30PM - Keiter/Enders Wedding 

Aug. 2- 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online
MISSION NEWS: The Free Back-to School Yard Sale will be held Friday August 14 & Saturday Aug. 15 at Camp Hebron Creekside building. More details to be announced. We are accepting donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade and also school supplies (still needed: 3-ring binders, highlighters, mechanical pencils, big erasers, rulers, scissors, protractors, composition books, glue sticks, backpacks) at Valleys church. More information will be in bulletins and August newsletter. We are also accepting monetary donations and Wal-Mart gift cards for First Day-Fresh Impressions to sponsor a child for shopping. 
********************************************************************************************************************************************

GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
Link for Hymn “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”

Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” (Saint Thomas)  
Aaron Williams | Timothy Dwight            (Page 280 Red Hymnal)
CCLI Song # 100095 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1     I love Thy kingdom Lord
The house of Thine abode
The church our blest Redeemer saved
With His own precious blood

Verse 2     I love Thy church O God
Her walls before Thee stand
Dear as the apple of Thine eye
And graven on Thy hand

Verse 3     For her my tears shall fall
For her my prayers ascend
To her my cares and toils be giv'n
Till toils and cares shall end

Verse 4     Beyond my highest joy
I prize her heavenly ways
Her sweet communion solemn vows
Her hymns of love and praise

Verse 5     Sure as Thy truth shall last
To Zion shall be given
The brightest glories earth can yield
And brighter bliss of heaven

Verse 6     Jesus Thou Friend divine
To Zion shall be given
Thy hand from every snare and foe
Shall great deliv'rance bring
Verse 7      I love Your church O God
The people You have called
The church our blest Redeemer
Saved with His own precious blood
         (Verses 6 and 7 are not in our hymnal) 
             (Please see link on previous page )    
Hymn: “Seek Ye First” (pg. 42 in red hymnal)

Karen Lafferty
CCLI Song #  1352 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness
And all these things
Shall be added unto you
Allelu alleluia
Verse 2   Man shall not live by bread alone
But by ev’ry word
That proceeds
From the mouth of God
Allelu alleluia
Verse 3   Ask and it shall be given unto you
Seek and ye shall find
Knock and the door
Shall be opened unto you
Allelu alleluia        (Verse 3 is not in our hymnal)
Link for hymn: “Seek Ye First” 
History of Hymn: “Seek Ye First” or “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” is a Christian song based on Matthew 6:33. It was written by Karen Lafferty after a Bible study on the verse at Calvary Chapel, and has become one of the most familiar praise songs, included in many recent hymnals. It is sometimes included in Christian children song books.  The original version only included a single verse with a refrain of alleluias, which can also be sung in canon with the verse. Other verses of anonymous authorship have been added based on Matthew 7:7 and Matt. 4:4. 
   The influence of Scripture on congregational song is unmistakable. Sometimes a song makes a brief allusion to Scripture; sometimes entire sections are cited almost verbatim. It is in the latter category that this well known Scripture song falls- a direct quotation from two passages in the Gospel of Matthew.     

   Karen Lafferty’s “Seek Ye First” is an example of a devotional song at its best. Karen was born in Alamagordo, NM in 1948, became worship leader & concert artist in 1971 for Calvary Chapel.
History of Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord,” was written by Timothy Dwight (1752-1817). This hymn has also recently been printed in some hymnals with the title “I Love Thy Church, O God.” Dwight is perhaps best known for his grandfather, Jonathan Edwards, but he had fame in his own right. He graduated from Yale University at 17 and became a tutor at his alma mater in 1769. He served as a chaplain under George Washington during Revolutionary War and wrote songs and sermons for men in his regiment. In 1778, he returned from military service and became a successful farmer, a Congregational minister at Greenfield, CT, a state legislator, and a member of the faculty, named president at Yale in 1795.   He not only raised academic standards but also began a spiritual revival, which spread to other institutions in New England.    Dwight also was one of the first American hymn writers. He wrote 33 hymns, with the one for this week perhaps being his best known. It was published in 1800 at the beginning of the Second Great Awakening as part of an edition of Watts’ Psalms, which he edited at the request of the Congregational General Association of Connecticut. Dwight’s edition was arranged to reflect the characteristic theological persuasion of American evangelical Calvinists like his own Congregationalist denomination and their Presbyterian allies. This new edition had become instead an instrument of evangelism designed to persuade the unregenerate and to comfort the converted.    One of the aspects of religious culture addressed in evangelical hymnody is that of institutional order, embodied in hymns of the church. For evangelicals, “the gathered church” was the institutional effect to the necessity of the New Birth.  Only those individuals saved by grace and spiritually reborn were eligible to enter the covenanted community of believers. Such local communities of believers came to be identified in theological terms with the kingdom of God on earth. This hymn was intended to be an interpretation of Psalm 137.    The biblical Psalmist weeps for a nation-state, a city, and a temple; Dwight celebrates an ecclesiastical institution. In his valedictory address to the students at Yale in 1776, Dwight wrote: “we have the best foundation to believe that this continent will be the principle seat of that new kingdom.” Dwight believed that the means for establishing this kingdom of God in America included “preaching and hearing the word, reading scripture, prayer, correspondence with religious men, religious meditation, and the religious education of children,” all of which applied to everyone, regardless of church affiliation or participation.   The tune for this hymn text, St. Thomas, first appeared in Aaron Williams’ collection of tunes of 1763. It is also often used with Isaac Watts’ text, “Come, We That Love the Lord.” Many believe it is an adaptation from a work by George F. Handel.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #18
      July 26, 2020               “The Kingdom of Heaven is Like…”


   
      Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew 13:35  "I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world."
We wait. We wait for the heat to break. We wait for the much-needed rain. We wait for a vaccine for this particular corona virus that is plaguing our world. We wait for the time we can gather without social distancing and face masks. And, of course, we wait for Jesus’s return and our joining him in glory. Waiting can be hard when no end appears to be in sight. Yet we can wait in hope. We can wait trusting in the faithfulness of God to fulfill his promises as he said he would. Still, we wait. Wait in Christ. 
In His Grip, 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.
P: It is a small seed, but has some surprises in store for us.
L: When it is grown, it is a very large shrub.
P: Even the birds can find places in its branches for their nests.
L: God’s transforming love begins in small ways to enter our hearts.
P: Lord, plant those amazing seeds of transforming love in us that they may grow into deeds of service to others in your name. AMEN.
Invocation:

Lord of mustard seeds and yeast, we come to you this day, seeking your Word and will for us. Make us people who care deeply about the well-being of others. Give us courage to be yeast for the rising of hope and peace throughout the world. Open our hearts to your redeeming love, for we ask this in Christ’s Name. AMEN.

Readings:

Psalm: Psalm 105:1-11 

Old Testament: 1 Kings 3:5-12
*Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Meditation:

“The Kingdom of Heaven is Like…”


It was a cool, late spring morning. It was still an hour or so before sunrise, but the sky was just starting to lighten. I set out to go to one of my favorite places along the Rhode Island shore to capture on film the sunrise coming up over the ocean. It was still dark but getting lighter when I finally had my camera equipment all set and ready to go. The sky was clear and the water calm. I waited expectantly as the sun slowly crept towards the horizon. And then it finally made its appearance. Just a little at first, like a shy child peeking out from behind her mother’s dress. I shot frame after frame as the sun slowly climbed until it was clear of the horizon in all its glory. I had waited in expectation and my patience had paid off in one of the most memorable times of my life. The waiting was well worth it. 


There is a similar sense of waiting that Jesus conveys in his telling of these parables related to the Kingdom of God. We see glimpses that the Kingdom is already here but is not fully here. We have an expectancy of what’s to come, yet it remains far off in some ways. Theologians refer to this time as ‘the now, but not yet’ reality of God’s Kingdom. It came with Jesus coming into human history but only in a small way, like the promise of a child when its parents learn of its conception. There is hope, promise and dreams that have yet to be realized. 


Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to a mustard seed. If you’ve ever seen one you know how tiny it is. As it grows, however, it grows into a fairly large bush. One large enough that birds can perch and nest in one. But the birds have to wait. They have to wait in expectation of what the new shoot breaking from the soil promises to become. So too, we have to wait as the Kingdom of God slowly unfolds in this world through the lives of those of us who follow Jesus. It is here, but there’s more to come.


Another parable Jesus tells is that of a woman making bread. You have to add live, active yeast to the dough. You have to work it into the mixture and then you have to wait until the yeast makes its way through the dough so it can rise. You wait with expectation of what promises (hopefully) to be a delicious warm loaf of fresh baked bread. You know what is to come, yet you wait until the hope is realized. Again, we have to wait for God’s Kingdom to become fully realized in our lives and world. 


The next parables, the Hidden Treasure, and the Pearl of Great Price, shows two men waiting. The first man finds an amazing treasure hidden in a field. He has no right to dig it up because the field is not his. So, he sells everything to buy the field. He hopes that the treasure in the field is worth far more than all his other possessions, so he risks all to get it. Similarly, a man who bought and sold fine pearls found an exceptionally rare and valuable pearl. He too, sells all that he has in order to get this amazing gem. He also hopes that it is worth far more than all he has. Both of these men have to wait to claim their prizes. They have hopes and expectations that their investments will pay off, but it will cost them everything in order for those hopes to be realized. The same is true of the Kingdom of God. We hope and have expectations, but it costs us everything to gain the Kingdom, yet the payoff is well worth any cost. 


The last parable in this section compares the Kingdom of God to a fishing net. The net is pulled behind the boat gathering whatever fish is in its path. The fisherman has to wait to see what he has caught. And then he must sort through the fish to cull out the ‘bad’ ones; ones not sellable in the markets. In a similar way God waits until the last moment to sort the ‘good’ from the ‘bad.’ God’s desire is that as people see and experience the unfolding of his Kingdom they will choose to enter God’s Kingdom. His desire is that they would enter that Kingdom through living in Jesus Christ. So God waits. 


So, we too, wait. We wait for the ultimate fulfillment of God’s Kingdom even as we experience its presence in and through our lives as we walk with Jesus: as we allow the Holy Spirit to indwell us.  This Kingdom which is so full of hope and promise awaits us even as we wait for it. And the entry ticket into the Kingdom of God is our very lives as we put our faith in Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection. It costs us everything. But if we are willing to let go of all that holds us back what we gain is so much better. So much more valuable. What we get is nothing less than Jesus himself, holding out his arms to receive us as his beloved children; his special treasure. It’s worth waiting for. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

God of surprising love, you have called us to be your treasures, to be those who love and serve you by helping meet the needs of others. Jesus reminded us that we were like mustard seeds that could grow into mighty shelters for those who felt abandoned; that we were like yeast placed in flour which causes the whole dough to rise and to be fruitful for the nourishment of God’s people, that we are also nets, cast into the unknown sea, gathering people for the Lord that they might be healed and saved. You place so much hope and trust in us. Please help us not to fail you. We bring before you this day persons and situations which need your healing love. Help us to be vehicles of that word for these dear ones. Give us courage and empower us to serve you boldly and joyfully, for it is in the healing love of Christ that we offer this prayer. AMEN.
Benediction:
Go forth with joy, celebrating all the many ways for us to serve our Lord. Give us courage, hope, peace and love that we might bear these gifts to others. Go in peace. AMEN.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
