Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #27
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ann Cooper, (Hosp.); *Carol Fetterhoff and Family & Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff and Family; *Janelle Miller, (Hosp); *Ellie Hebenthal, (Sharon Fettherhoff’s granddaughter); Gail Shertzer; Elmer Feidt, (Hospice); Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; 18-month old Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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        SUNDAY JULY 4, 2021
               Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
July 4 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
    Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Come! Listen to the word of the Lord!

P:  Help us to receive God’s word and direction for our lives.
L:  Proclaim the goodness of God’s love!
P:  Let our voices and our actions be filled with love.
L:  Come, now is the time to worship.
P:  Open our eyes, our hearts and our spirits this day, Lord. AMEN.
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10      (See Insert)

Psalm: Psalm 48:1-14  (Responsive)      (See Insert)
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10  (See Insert) 
*Gospel: Mark 6:1-13                              (See Insert) 
Music   “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” See Insert or Pg 6

Sermon  -     “Ordinary People; Extraordinary Deeds”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                                   

HOLY COMMUNION 

   Music -            “How Firm a Foundation”    See insert or Pg 275
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today July 4th! The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost! We are moving towards a more normal way of being together! Masks are no longer required. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
                                 CHURCH CALENDAR
July   4 -  9:00AM - Sunday School Happy July 4th!
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship   Service or Online - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)                  
July   5 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

July   7 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting (date changed to this date)
July 11 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

July 13 -  5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup
July 14 -  7:00PM - Vacation Bible School Meeting
July 18 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

ELDERS WILL MEET on Monday July 5 at 7:00PM.

DEACONS WILL MEET on Wednesday July 7 at 7:00PM.
WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to Carol Fetterhoff, June 
Fetterhoff, Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff and families as Carol’s husband Dohn went to be with the Lord on June 27th. We pray they feel God’s presence, comfort, and peace at this time.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday July 13th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken Potpie, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday July 8th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.  
FILL THE BUS - JULY 15th, 16th, 17th 9:00AM to 6:00PM in MID PENN BANK PARKING LOT IN ELIZABETHVILLE - to assist Back to School Programs in area school districts. See flier in bulletin for details.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held on SATURDAY JULY 31st from 9:00AM to 12:00Noon. Teachers and volunteers are needed. 
                 SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - O. Test. Reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 (NLT)
5 Then all the tribes of Israel went to David at Hebron and told him, “We are your own flesh and blood. 2 In the past,when Saul was our king, you were the one who really led the forces of Israel. And the 
Lord told you, ‘You will be the shepherd of my people Israel. You will be Israel’s leader.’” 3 So there at Hebron, King David made a covenant before the Lord with all the elders of Israel. And they anointed him king of Israel. 4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years in all. 5 He had reigned over Judah from Hebron for seven years and six months, and from Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah for thirty-three years.     9 So David made the fortress his home, and he called it the City of David. He extended the city, starting at the supporting terraces and working inward. 10 And David became more and more powerful, because the Lord God of Heaven’s Armies was with him.
2nd Reading -Psalm 48:1-14 (Responsive Reading) (NLT)
1 How great is the Lord, how deserving of praise,
    in the city of our God, which sits on his holy mountain!
2 It is high and magnificent; the whole earth rejoices to see it!
    Mount Zion, the holy mountain, is the city of the great King!
3 God himself is in Jerusalem’s towers, 

         revealing himself as its defender.
4 The kings of the earth joined forces
    and advanced against the city.
5 But when they saw it, they were stunned;
    they were terrified and ran away.
6 They were gripped with terror
    and writhed in pain like a woman in labor.
7 You destroyed them like the mighty ships of Tarshish
    shattered by a powerful east wind.
8 We had heard of the city’s glory, but now we have seen it ourselves— the city of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.
It is the city of our God; he will make it safe forever. 
9 O God, we meditate on your unfailing love
    as we worship in your Temple.
10 As your name deserves, O God, you will be praised to the ends
    of the earth. Your strong right hand is filled with victory.

11 Let the people on Mount Zion rejoice.
2nd Reading -Psalm 48:1-14 (Responsive Reading) (NLT) (Continued)
    Let all the towns of Judah be glad because of your justice.
12 Go, inspect the city of Jerusalem.
    Walk around and count the many towers.
13 Take note of the fortified walls, and tour all the citadels, 

     that you may describe them to future generations.
14 For that is what God is like.  He is our God forever and ever,
    and he will guide us until we die.
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 (NLT)
2 I was caught up to the third heaven fourteen years ago. Whether I was in my body or out of my body, I don’t know—only God knows.  3 Yes, only God knows whether I was in my body or outside my body. But I do know 4 that I was caught up to paradise and heard things so astounding that they cannot be expressed in words, things no human is allowed to tell. 5 That experience is worth boasting about, but I’m not going to do it. I will boast only about my weaknesses. 6 If I wanted to boast, I would be no fool in doing so, because I would be telling the truth. But I won’t do it, because I don’t want anyone to give me credit beyond what they can see in my life or hear in my message, 7 even though I have received such wonderful revelations from God. So to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from becoming proud. 8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading; Mark 6:1-13 (NLT)
6 Jesus left that part of the country and returned with his disciples to Nazareth, his hometown. 2 The next Sabbath he began teaching in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. They asked, “Where did he get all this wisdom and the power to perform such miracles?” 3 Then they scoffed, “He’s just a carpenter, the son of Mary and the brother of James, Joseph,

Judas, and Simon. And his sisters live right here among us.” They were deeply offended and refused to believe in him. 4 Then Jesus told them, “A prophet is honored everywhere except in his own hometown and among his relatives and his own family.” 5 And because of their unbelief, he couldn’t do any miracles among them except to place his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6 And he was amazed at their unbelief. Then Jesus went from village to village, teaching the people. 7 And he called his twelve disciples together and began sending them out two by two, giving them authority to cast out evil spirits. 8 He told them to take nothing for their journey except a walking stick—no food, no traveler’s bag, no money. 9 He allowed them to wear sandals but not to take a change of clothes. 10 “Wherever you go,” he said, “stay in the same house until you leave town. 11 But if any place refuses to welcome you or listen to you, shake its dust from your feet as you leave to show that you have abandoned those people to their fate.” 12 So the disciples went out, telling everyone they met to repent of their sins and turn to God.

 13 And they cast out many demons and healed many sick people, anointing them with olive oil.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for June 27 was 30.
Face book views for June 27 was 38.

Face book views for June 20 was 40.
HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13th 10:00AM to 7:00PM and Saturday August 14th 10:00AM to 2:00PM this year.

If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing, gently used shoes or new shoes.  

We are also in need of school supplies (3-ring binders, highlighters, mechanical pencils, big erasers, rulers, scissors, protractors, composition books, notebooks, glue sticks, backpacks, pencil bags or boxes). 

Drop off clothes and school supplies at Valleys E. C. C. or other area churches or Halifax High, Middle & Elementary School offices. 

  Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc, sort clothing from August 7th to August 16th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 13th & 14th.

We are also accepting monetary donations and Wal-Mart gift cards for First Day-Fresh Impressions to sponsor a child for shopping.

Donations may be sent to The Valleys E. C. C. PO Box H Halifax, PA 17032. Please mark it “Back-to-School” or “Fresh Impressions”.

BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE PRE-SORTING: We need people to help with sorting through the many articles of clothing that have been donated so far. If you have any time to come and help, we would greatly appreciate it. Please contact Sharon Fetterhoff for more details. Every bit helps. Thank you!

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) July, August, September devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.

Hymn: “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”  
   (Page 6 in Red Hymnal) (MIT FREUDEN ZART)                                              
Frances Elizabeth Cox | Hal H. Hopson | Johann Jakob Schütz Public Domain
CCLI Song # 793433  CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
Verse 1  Sing praise to God who reigns above
The God of all creation
The God of power the God of love
The God of our salvation
With healing balm my soul He fills
And ev'ry faithless murmur stills
To God all praise and glory
Verse 2  What God's almighty power hath made
His gracious mercy keepeth
By morning glow or evening shade
His watchful eye ne'er sleepeth
Within the kingdom of His might lo
All is just and all is right
To God all praise and glory
Verse 3  The Lord is never far away
But through all grief distressing
An ever present help and stay
Our peace and joy and blessing
As with a mother's tender hand
He leads His own His chosen band
To God all praise and glory
Verse 4   Thus all my toilsome way along
I sing aloud His praises
That men may hear the grateful song
My voice unwearied raises
Be joyful in the Lord my heart
Both soul and body take your part
To God all praise and glory       Amen
Link for Hymn “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”: Page 6
        https://youtu.be/he4xEmsnQZc?t=2 
Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” (Pg 275 in Red hymnal)

 Unknown (FOUNDATION) Public Domain

CCLI Song # 107816 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1

How firm a foundation ye saints of the Lord
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word
What more can He say than to you He hath said
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled
Verse 2

Fear not I am with thee O be not dismayed
For I am thy God I will still give thee aid
I'll strengthen thee help thee
And cause thee to stand
Upheld by My gracious omnipotent hand
Verse 3

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie
My grace all-sufficient shall be thy supply
The flames shall not hurt thee I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine
Verse 4

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
I will not I will not desert to its foes
That soul though all hell should endeavor to shake
I'll never no never no never forsake
Link for Hymn “How Firm a Foundation” (page 275): 
        https://youtu.be/6ZCG3l5IKLw?t=3 
History of Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” has been popular among Christians for generations, the author of this great hymn of faith is a mystery. First published in 1787 in a hymnbook edited by John Rippon titled A Selection of Hymns from the Best Authors, it’s beautiful lyrics exalting the Word of God was attributed only to “K---.” Hymnologist William Reynolds notes that the 1822 edition designated the author as “Kn,” and 1835 edition indicated “Keen”, 1844 edition credited authorship to “Kirkham.” The anonymous folk tune FOUNDATION is an American contribution. This hymn brought comfort -- and unity -- in times of uncertainty during the U. S. Civil War. Regardless of who authored this hymn, we know this hymn was written by a Christian who was extremely knowledgeable 

History of Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” (Continued):
of the promise of God found in Scripture, who had called upon those promises for strength in times of tribulation.
History of Hymn: “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” (Pg 6):  was written in German by Johann J. Schütz (1640-1690), translated to English by Frances E. Cox (1812-1897), music from the Bohemian Brethren’s Hymnal Kirchengesaenge, Berlin, 1566, Tune Name - “Mit Freuden Zart” (translates to “With Person Gladness” or “With Great Delight”).     “The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice! Let the farthest coastlands be glad. The heavens proclaim his righteousness; every nation sees his glory." Psalm 97:1, 6 (NLT)  This hymn is the result of several significant historical events occurred in the 16th and 17th centuries greatly shaped the course of church history: The Protestant Reformation Movement resulting in Lutheranism being a dominant religious force in Germany and Europe, also the role of followers of John Huss (known as Bohemian-Moravian Brethren located in what is now Czechoslovakia and Hungary), Bohemian martyr burned at the stake in 1415 for his strong evangelical views. Many of these Brethren migrated to Germany in search of religious freedom. They were known for their vibrant singing and Christian witness as well as for their strong missionary concern. Another influence was the Thirty-Years’ War (1618-1648) between warring Catholic and Protestant forces from various European countries  battling in Germany. It took the great tragedies of the time for men’s attention to focus again on God. Out of this tragedy the Lutheran church movement Pietism arose through a Lutheran Pastor Philip J. Spener (1635-1705).  Through small cell prayer and Bible study groups, he taught them the meaning of inner personal faith in Christ and the demands that such faith make upon the believer for holy Christian living. From these important influences, (German Reformation, beliefs and practices of Bohemian-Moravian Brethren, terrible tragedies of the Thirty-Year’s War), many realized as never before a personal dependence upon a a sovereign God and not mere reliance upon a church; the Pietist Movement’s emphasis on individual faith and holy living helped to bring about many excellent German hymns. Of the hymns written by Schütz “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” is the only one still in use.
You can learn many more fascinating things about hymns by just going online and typing in ‘History of Hymn’ and whatever hymns you are interested in finding its history. There are usually several histories that come up and each one does add a different and significant perspective to the hymn story.
            Donations are needed…

       Please help us FILL THE BUS

[image: image3.png]rIIIIIIIII

SCHOOL

Io —O_I





JULY 15TH, 16TH, 17TH
9AM-6PM

MID PENN BANK PARKING LOT 
IN ELIZABETHVILLE

Back to School programs assist students from Halifax, Millersburg, Upper Dauphin and Williams Valley School Districts.  Collecting gently used student clothing, school supplies, back packs, snack items and gift cards from Wal-Mart and Smart Style Salon

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #27   
  July 4, 2021     “Ordinary People; Extraordinary Deeds”                


   
      
                       6th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Come! Listen to the word of the Lord!
P: Help us to receive God’s word and direction for our lives.
L: Proclaim the goodness of God’s love!
P: Let our voices and our actions be filled with love.
L: Come, now is the time to worship.
P: Open our eyes, our hearts and our spirits this day, Lord. AMEN.
Invocation:

Lord of mystery and community, you have called us here this day to remind us of the mission journey you set before us. Help us to pay attention to the words of Jesus as he sent out his disciples on a mission of healing and compassion. Remind us that success is not measured in the cures, but in the striving. Enable us to truly be your disciples in this world. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm: Psalm 48
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
* Gospel: Mark 6:1-13
Meditation:

“Ordinary People; Extraordinary Deeds”         

Have you ever heard the phrase, or something similar, “he/she will never amount to anything… look at the family he/she comes from.”? Maybe you know the person or the situation well. Maybe you’ve made assumptions (after all, we all do) based on rumors that circulate about that person. It’s easy to see the image of the person we create in our own minds, for good or for bad, and then hold on to those impressions even in the face of seeing something different.    It reminds me of an illustration. Four people looked at the same glass of water and saw something different. The Optimist said, “It’s half full.” The Pessimist said, “It’s half empty.” A Hindu looked and said, “The glass in only an illusion.”

Last, the Hypochondriac said, “It’s tepid water, there’s a dirty smudge, it’s unclean, and if I drink it I’ll probably catch a virus and die!” Our perspective of things and/or people determines what we see.


In Mark’s text for this week, we read of two seemingly disconnected stories. Yet I believe them to be related. In the first part of the story we encounter Jesus and his disciples visiting Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth. At first, the people are amazed at Jesus’ teaching and wisdom. They wonder at how he came by this ability. After all, he was only a working class carpenter, not an educated person from a more prestigious family. They think they know Jesus. They think they know his family. Jesus is a seemingly familiar person, and with familiarity comes contempt. 


Soon their wonderment turns to judgementalism. “He’s just a carpenter.” “He’s the son of Mary.” Notice there’s no mention of Joseph. Mark leaves us to wonder if Joseph has died at this point. He also leaves us to speculate that some of the judgement leveled at Jesus might be the questionable circumstances surrounding his birth. Was he conceived out of wedlock? Who was his actual father? Add to that he’s abandoned his responsibilities as the eldest son to care for his mother in the absence of his father in order to become an itinerant preacher with a ragtag group of followers. They thought they knew Jesus and their false assumptions blocked them from seeing the real Jesus: the Messiah God was using to usher in his Kingdom into the world. After all, they thought, “he’s just an ordinary man.” And it didn’t help matters that many in his own family thought he was crazy. 


Mark tells us that Jesus was ‘astonished’ at their lack of faith. So much so that he didn’t do many healings in Nazareth except in a few isolated circumstances. It wasn’t their small faith, or not enough faith that seemed to prevent Jesus from doing many miracles. It was they who 

had no faith at all in Jesus, so they never sought him out to help them. Theologian C. Clifton Black puts it this way: “Those who expect nothing from Jesus are not disappointed.” In realizing it was futile for him to stay in Nazareth, Jesus moves on to other villages. 


 Jesus next sends out his ragtag group of ordinary men to go out in mission to do extraordinary things to advance the Kingdom of God. His message is the same one that he’s been preaching: repent and turn to God’s way of living, heal diseases and anoint them with oil, and cast out evil spirits bent on destroying people’s lives. He has given them the same authority that was given to him. It was not because of some special abilities or training they had. It wasn’t because they were somehow fundamentally different from other people. It was entirely because he loved them, and chose them to be his disciples.


If that weren’t extraordinary enough, he sent them out two by two with some challenging instructions. I don’t know about you, but when I go somewhere, even if it’s in a hurry, I do my best to be prepared and take those things I anticipate I might need. Jesus instructs them to take only the barest of necessities. They were not to take food, money, extra clothes or bags. They were to be completely dependent on people’s hospitality, or to paraphrase from a famous movie, “I have always lived off the kindness of strangers.” To put it another way, they were to live entirely by faith in God providing for them through other people. And if they weren’t welcomed into a town, they were to leave and not give it a second thought. 


One of the big take aways from this story is how God chooses to use the most unlikely of people to do the most extraordinary things for his Kingdom. The first disciples were some of the most unlikely people imaginable. Fishermen, revolutionaries, swindlers and cheats, the disenfranchised all made up his followers. Yet through the instruction and spiritual authority Jesus gave them they went on to bring hope, healing, and deliverance for some of the most desperate people in Israel. 


In the eyes of Jesus’ own family and hometown, he was an ordinary laborer with questionable family origins, who seemed to be mad. Jesus’ actions and teachings didn’t fit with what they believed about him, and as a result, weren’t able to receive what Jesus had to offer at that time. Their unwillingness to put any sort of faith in him blocked them from benefiting from what God desired to do in their lives. They were unwilling to turn to God and witness and participate in the coming Kingdom. It begs the question: in what ways are we unwilling to let God be God? In what ways are we unwilling to believe that God can transform someone’s live simply because we refuse to see that person in any other way than our perceptions of them? Perhaps we even struggle to see ourselves as God sees us, and are unwilling to believe that God can use us in extraordinary ways. 


May God give us eyes of faith to see what he is doing in our lives, in our families, in our community, and in our church. May God grant us the grace to see things the way he wants us to see things, even if it means letting go of our preconceptions. And may God use all of us ordinary ragtag people to do extraordinary things in seeing the Kingdom of God continue to advance in our lives and in our world. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

God, we hear in the Gospel Message that Jesus was questioned and rejected by his own hometown, friends, and relatives, and we wonder how he was able to continue in ministry with such a lack of support. We want to enter our endeavors with full support and acclamation. We are afraid to begin a task if even our families, friends, and hometown folk belittle it and also us. So rather than face degradation, we back down. Forgive our lack of faith and vision. Empower us to be in service to you, even when we do not feel the support of our family. Let us trust in your power and presence with us. Heal us. Guide our lives and our journeys all our days. 

When we are brand-new disciples, we can hardly wait to be sent out on mission for Christ. We are eager to proclaim, to shout God’s praise to the people, to comfort, guide, and heal. But time takes its toll on us. We begin to let doubt assail our enthusiasm. And then we hear Mark’s gospel message. Jesus is ridiculed by his hometown people. They can’t imagine that one of their number could actually be God’s chosen One. They are focusing on what they know....that he is a carpenter, the son of a carpenter, and brother to James, Joses, Judas, Simon and several sisters. He reminds them that they are short-sighted. And with sadness he recalls that even the prophets are not honored or respected in their hometowns. That is the world into which Jesus is sending his disciples, cautioning them to take nothing extra with them. He suggests that they rely on the hospitality of people, and when it is not present, to shake the dust off their shoes and move on. We have trouble with that because we want everyone to like and support us. Lift us up from our fears. Place us squarely on the path of service. Guide our feet and our hearts in your direction, merciful God. Here our silent prayers on behalf of friends, loved ones, and situations in our community and world in need of your healing love. 

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)

As we have lifted up the names of people and situations near and dear to us, let us also remember that this world, which is hurting and scarred, needs our prayers and our service. Point us in the direction of service to you, for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Go in confidence and in the strength of the Lord. Know that God goes with you to give you words of healing, hope, comfort and peace. May God’s love flow through you to all those whom you meet. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two.
