            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #30
                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; 18-month old Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Dennis Miller 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
[image: image1.emf]


SUNDAY AUGUST 1, 2021

               Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

August 1 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
    Prelude    
Announcements                                                        Norine Goss
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                 Norine Goss
L:  The Bread of Life has come among us.

P:  What is this Bread of Life?
L:  It is none other than Jesus Christ, God’s beloved Son!

P:  We hunger for the true bread that will nourish our souls.
L:  Come, then, to Christ who feeds us with his very life!

P:  We come, needing sustenance and nurturing. AMEN
Invocation     

                                                             Norine Goss
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a  (See Insert)   Marie Herb
Psalm: Psalm 51:1-12   (Responsive)    (See Insert)   Pastor
New Testament: Ephesians 4:1-16 (See Insert)   Sharon Fetterhoff                                
Music         “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”      Pg. 92
*Gospel:  John 6:24-35                             (See Insert)    Pastor
Sermon  -                    “Why Jesus?”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion

Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                                   

HOLY COMMUNION 

   Music -                       “Just As I Am”                     Pg. 342
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today August 1st! The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost! We are moving towards a more normal way of being together! Masks are no longer required. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.

                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Aug.   1 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
-

                 Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)     
Aug.   2 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

Aug.   3 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Aug.   7 - 11:00AM - Bus trip meeting in Meeting room

Aug.   8 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
               3:00PM - Memorial Service for Thomas Hale

Aug. 10 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup
Aug. 13 - 10:00AM-7:00PM - Free Back-to-school Yard Sale at Camp Hebron Creekside Building

Aug. 14 - 10:00AM-2:00PM - Free Back-to-school Yard Sale at Camp Hebron Creekside Building

Aug.  15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

ELDERS WILL MEET on Monday August 2 at 7:00PM.

DEACONS WILL MEET on Tuesday August 3 at 7:00PM.

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday August 10th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Choice of Hamburger or Hot dog, Macaroni & Cheese, Salad, Fruit (watermelon, cantaloupe), Dessert. Call church office by Thursday August 5th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.  
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
                 SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - O. Test. Reading: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a (NLT)
26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 27 When the period of mourning was over, David sent for her and brought her to the palace, and she became one of his wives. Then she gave birth to a son. But the Lord was displeased with what David had done. 12 So the Lord sent Nathan the prophet to tell David this story: “There were two men in a certain town. One was rich, and one was poor. 2 The rich man owned a great many sheep and cattle. 3 The poor man owned nothing but one little lamb he had bought. He raised that little lamb, and it grew up with his children. It ate from the man’s own plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it in his arms like a baby daughter. 4 One day a guest arrived at the home of the rich man. But instead of killing an animal from his own flock or herd, he took the poor man’s lamb and killed it and prepared it for his guest.” 5 David was furious. “As surely as the LORD lives,” he vowed, “any man who would do such a thing deserves to die! 6 He must repay four lambs to the poor man for the one he stole and for having no pity.” 7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man! The Lord, the God of Israel, says: I anointed you king of Israel and saved you from the power of Saul. 8 I gave you your master’s house and his wives and the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. And if that had not been enough, I would have given you much, much more. 9 Why, then, have you despised the word of the Lord and done this horrible deed? For you have murdered Uriah the Hittite with the sword of the Ammonites and stolen his wife. 10 From this time on, your family will live by the sword because you have despised me by taking Uriah’s wife to be your own. 11 “This is what the Lord says: Because of what you have done, I will cause your own household to rebel against you. I will give your wives to another man before your very eyes, and he will go to bed with them in public view. 12 You did it secretly, but I will make this happen to you openly in the sight of all Israel.”13 Then David confessed to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”
2nd Reading -Psalm 51:1-12 (Responsive Reading) (NLT)
1 Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love.
Because of your great compassion, blot out the stain of my sins.
2 Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin.
3 For I recognize my rebellion; it haunts me day and night.
4 Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; 

   I have done what is evil in your sight.
You will be proved right in what you say,
    and your judgment against me is just.
5 For I was born a sinner—
    yes, from the moment my mother conceived me.
6 But you desire honesty from the womb,
    teaching me wisdom even there.
7 Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean;
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8 Oh, give me back my joy again; you have broken me—
    now let me rejoice.
9 Don’t keep looking at my sins. Remove the stain of my guilt.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God.
    Renew a loyal spirit within me.
11 Do not banish me from your presence,
    and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading Ephesians 4:1-16 (NLT)
4 Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace. 4 For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future. 5 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all, in all, and living through all. 7 However, he has given each one of us a special gift through the generosity of Christ. 8 That is why the Scriptures say, “When he ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of captives and gave gifts to his people.” 9 Notice that it says “he ascended.” This clearly means that Christ also descended to our lowly world. 10 And the same one who descended is the one who ascended higher than all the heavens, so that he might fill the entire 
3rd Reading -N. Test. Reading Ephesians 4:1-16 (NLT) (Continued)
universe with himself. 11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.

16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading; John 6:24-35 (NLT)
24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went across to Capernaum to look for him. 25 They found him on the other side of the lake and asked, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, you want to be with me because I fed you, not because you understood the miraculous signs. 27 But don’t be so concerned about perishable things like food. Spend your energy seeking the eternal life that the Son of Man can give you. For God the Father has given me the seal of his approval.” 28 They replied, “We want to perform God’s works, too. What should we do?” 29 Jesus told them,

“This is the only work God wants from you: Believe in the one he has sent.” 30 They answered, “Show us a miraculous sign if you 
want us to believe in you. What can you do? 31 After all, our ancestors ate manna while they journeyed through the wilderness! The Scriptures say, ‘Moses gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”
32 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, Moses didn’t give you bread from heaven. My Father did. And now he offers you the true bread from heaven. 33 The true bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 “Sir,” they said, “give us that bread every day.” 35 Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again. Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.
HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13th 10:00AM to 7:00PM and Saturday August 14th 10:00AM to 2:00PM this year.

GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing, gently used shoes or new shoes is needed.  

We are also in need of school supplies (3-ring binders, highlighters, mechanical pencils, big erasers, rulers, scissors, protractors, composition books, notebooks, glue sticks, backpacks, pencil bags or boxes). 

Drop off clothes and school supplies at Valleys E. C. C. or other area churches or Halifax High, Middle & Elementary School offices. 

  Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc, on Saturday August 7th and on Aug. 16th and sort clothing August 7th to August 12th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 13th & 14th.

We are also accepting monetary donations and Wal-Mart gift cards for First Day-Fresh Impressions to sponsor a child for shopping.

Donations may be sent to The Valleys E. C. C. PO Box H Halifax, PA 17032. Please mark it “Back-to-School” or “Fresh Impressions”.

BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE PRE-SORTING: We need people to help with sorting through the many articles of clothing that have been donated so far. If you have any time to come and help, we would greatly appreciate it. Please contact Sharon Fetterhoff for more details. Every bit helps. Thank you!

Attendance: 
In-person worship for July 25 was 43.
Face book views for July 25 was 51.

Face book views for July 18 was 67.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) July, August, September devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.

SCRIPTURE READERS: If you are willing to read scripture during worship service, please see Donna Novinger. We wish to get a list of lay readers. Thank you.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
History of Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is a Christian hymn by Charles Wesley (1707-1788), a hymn writer of the 18 century, with a theme of Christian perfection. “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” would become one of the most popular and consistently vocalized Christian songs. He wrote hymn texts solidly based on the Scriptures and penned more than 9000 poems of a spiritual nature, 6ooo of which are hymns. His writings were passionate and well-crafted, conveying the true essence of Christian teaching. The hymn is written around a progression of thoughts: (1) our prayers for the Holy Spirit, (2) praying for the return of our Lord through the second coming, and (3) prayers for the finalization of his new creation. “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is used for weddings. This hymn reorients us to see that a beautiful wedding and marriage is only, and can only ever be, a reflection of the Love above all loves. We are only able to love one another because Christ first loved us. God is love, and we are mirrors and bearers of that love to each other. While the hymn is one of Wesley’s best known, it is also considered a prayer. In the prayer of the hymn we are asking Jesus to enter our hearts, set our hearts free from sin, and make us a new creation in Him. Let us pray that we would continually be filled with Love, that we might bless each other, and become more and more like He who loves us.

History of Hymn “Just As I Am”:   Charlotte Elliott, a Victorian hymn writer, (1789-1871) at age 32 suffered a serious illness that left her disabled the rest of her life. Her lifelong spiritual mentor César Malan, a Swiss minister/hymnologist, counseled her to replace her rage and inner conflict with peace, and simple faith in God; from that day on, she turned her literary talents to writing hymns. "Just as I Am" is a well-known hymn, written by ElliottSt Mary Church in 1835.  The night before her brother, the Rev. H. V. Elliott planned to hold a charity bazaar to give a high education to the daughters of clergymen supported by  she was kept awake by distressing thoughts of her apparent uselessness; which went into a spiritual conflict, till she questioned the reality of her whole spiritual life, and wondered whether it were anything better after all .  The  next  day, during 
the bazaar, she lay on her sofa " The troubles of the night came back on her so strong that she felt they must be met and 
conquered in the grace of God. She gathered up in her soul the great certainty of her salvation: her Lord, His power, His promise. She wrote in writing, for her own comfort, "the formulae of her faith." Hers was a heart which always tended to express its depths in verse. So in verse she restated to herself the Gospel of pardon, peace, and heaven. "Probably without difficulty or long pause" she wrote the hymn, getting comfort by thus definitely "recollecting" the eternity of the Rock beneath her feet. There, then, always, not only for some past moment, but " even now " she was accepted in the Beloved "Just as I am".
 The repetition of the “O Lamb of God, I come,” is a commitment to Jesus-centered life. It is through God’s initiative, pardon, promises and free love mentioned throughout the hymn that everyone can come to Jesus. People face “conflict,” “doubt”, “fighting, fears within/without,” but one can find rest in Jesus.   Charlotte Elliot wrote this hymn about how to find salvation through Christ. It has been used by many as the call to the altar at the close of services, as it brings a simple message of sin, forgiveness, and salvation to all that turn from sin and trust in Jesus.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR SERMON NOTES:     Sunday, August 1, 2021
    Sermon: “Why Jesus?”    Sermon Scripture: John 6:24-35

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #30  
                August 1, 2021                     
                  “Why Jesus?”               


   
      
                    10th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: The Bread of Life has come among us.

P: What is this Bread of Life?

L: It is none other than Jesus Christ, God’s beloved Son!

P: We hunger for the true bread that will nourish our souls.

L: Come, then, to Christ who feeds us with his very life!

P: We come, needing sustenance and nurturing. AMEN

Invocation:

Along life’s pathways, we search continually for signs to point us in positive directions. Christ has given us a sign which points us to healing and hope: that is the sign of the Bread of Life. No more shall we hunger and thirst after the things which cannot sustain us. Now we have been fed and nourished by Christ! Open our hearts in gratitude, Lord, for all the wondrous things you have done for us. Open our Spirits to hear your words of hope for us today. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a
Psalm: Psalm 51:1-12
New Testament: Ephesians 4:1-16
* Gospel: John 6:24-35
Meditation:

“Why Jesus?”
Several years ago I knew of a young man who was struggling to believe in God. Steve was torn between his own need to discover himself, and to find out who he was apart from his mother and father. He had been meeting regularly with another man named Bill who was sharing his own experiences of Jesus with this young man in the hopes that Steve would find God for himself. 

During one of their weekly conversations, Steve revealed that he was in a bit of a dilemma. He was going to the prom with his girlfriend and several other couples, but they did not have a way to get there because their limousine plans had fallen through. The would-be prom goer asked Bill if God was able to answer his request for a limo for the evening. Bill balked at first recognizing this as a possible ambush. He said that of course God “could” provide the limo, but the question of “would” God provide the limo was another matter. After some good-natured cajoling on the part of Steve, his mentor, Bill, decided to leave the matter in God’s hands and agreed to pray on behalf of the young prom goer’s desire for a limo. Bill hoped that whatever the outcome, God would reveal himself to Steve. 

A couple of days went by and Bill received a phone call from a friend. His friend said that he had something to offer him if he could make use of it. Bill’s curiosity was piqued and he asked what this offer might be. His friend said, I have a limousine available on such and such a date and I can’t use it. Do you know of anyone who might be able to use it? Bill sensed the hairs on his arm stiffening as he realized the implications of the date and the car. They were available the same date as Steve’s prom. Bill realized that God had answered the prayer. 

Well when Bill told Steve about the answered prayer, the young man could only respond with, “Well…what do you know about that, what do you know?” I wish I could say that this incident helped move Steve towards deeper growth in Christ, but it seems that he was approaching God in the same way that the crowd from today’s text approached Jesus. He and they were seeking God only based on trying to get their needs met. 

Let me set the context for today’s passage. Earlier in chapter 6, the account of the feeding of the 5,000 was recorded. People from all around the area of the Sea of Galilee had been coming to Jesus for healing, and listening to his teachings. On one of these days he realized that the crowd would be hungry so in a way to meet that need and provide an object lesson for his disciples, he miraculously provided enough food to feed 5,000 men, plus women and children from 5 little barley loaves, and two small fish. He had enough food left over that the remnants filled 12 baskets. I can only imagine the excitement of the crowd; people healed and feed. They said that surely this Jesus is a prophet from God. 

The crowd meets up with Jesus the next day on the other side of the Sea. In the text for today, we read of Jesus confronting the crowd as to the reasons they were following him. Jesus was aware of their needs and their motives. He points out to them that the real reason they are seeking him out is not to draw closer to God for relationship, but to engage God based on what they think God might be able to do for them. They wanted another sign. 

Jesus’ comments reveal a very common aspect of the human condition. Our tendency is to follow the mantra, “I want what I want, when I want it.” We want our needs met and that is not necessarily bad in and of itself. It’s part of our survival instinct. It can fuel our growth and development. And Jesus responds to the genuine need for healing and food with miraculous means. What Jesus does in this section is to point out when we have confused having our needs met with a desire to have an itch scratched. 

Throughout history we see that people are seldom satisfied with their current condition. Wars are fought for more land, control, and money. Plots against people and governments are developed to create change in favor of a particular group of people. Special interest groups often push an agenda that sometimes doesn’t take into account how aspects of their policy will impact other people. 

Based on some of the messages we receive in the media our culture today doesn’t help us differentiate real need from selfish desire. Most advertising is predicated on the strategy of creating a sense of need within ourselves by suggesting that our lives would be so much better if we only used their product. Some ads will promise a more youthful appearance. Some promise a new car will give you a much needed change in your life, or that what you’re using now isn’t as good as their product, or isn’t good enough. These strategies cater to our inner desire to have our needs met by confusing our needs with desire. We seem to be on a perpetual quest to find something, but we don’t always have a sense of just what it is that we need. Popular songs like “I can’t get no satisfaction,” and “I still haven’t found what I’m looking for,” point to this inner turmoil. 

Author Derek Melanson makes this comment about this text from John’s Gospel. “Miracles never satisfy… it (a miracle) just breeds the desire for more of the same without ever satisfying that desire.” Jesus realizes that he could offer sign after sign and the people in that crowd would not have come any closer to him as a result. Jesus knows the deeper more driving desires and needs that is part of our human experience are for us to be connected in relationship with our Creator. Whether or not we realize that is another matter.
The crowd to which Jesus was speaking was confusing the sign of the bread and fish, with the richer experience of being in relationship with the One who gave the sign. They were willing to settle for a temporary, non-nutritious type of miraculous spiritual fast food, in place of the lasting benefit of the Bread of Life: Jesus himself.

The crowds didn’t want Jesus himself; they wanted another sign. They wanted someone who could meet their needs and fulfill their desires without the commitment of a relationship built on faith, trust, and love. I have to admit that sometimes I approach Jesus in the same way. Sometimes my prayers only include my requests and have little if no thanksgiving, praise, or adoration of God. Sometimes I approach God as the great dispenser of all good things instead of engaging him in relationship. Jesus invites us to something different; something better and more satisfying. He offers himself for us to receive. 

Part of the invitation this morning is for us to consider our true motives in coming to God… coming to Christ. Do we come to him with desires and expectations that he is not there to fulfill? Are we only interested in instant gratification? Do we come to him with no expectation at all, but simply because this is what we’ve always done? Or can we be content in receiving the deeper gift of God in the person of Jesus Christ offered to us as the Bread of Life? 


Consider these words from author Simon Tugwell from his work, “Prayer.” He writes: “… we should listen attentively to what St. Paul says about the ‘weakness of God’ (1 Cor. 1:25), which is a vital part of God’s self-revelation. If we look at the way in which he discloses himself in Jesus Christ we have to acknowledge that he does not come into our world with a great display of superior power… he does not come in strength but in weakness, and he chooses the foolish and weak and unimportant things of the world… That is why, if we keep clamoring for things we want from God, we may often find ourselves disappointed, because we have forgotten the weakness of God and what we may call the poverty of God. We had thought of God as the dispenser of all the good things we would possibly desire; but in a very real sense, God has nothing to give at all except himself.” May we be able to receive God’s great gift of Jesus Christ as being sufficient. Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

It is easy for us to go through the motions of spirituality. We want to say the "right" prayers, and think that we have found the magical key to make holiness appear in our lives. But we are empty, Lord. We hunger and thirst for something that will sustain us through all the times of our lives. We chase after things that will disappoint and hurt, and look past the very thing that will heal and cleanse our lives. Christ is your Bread of Life, the Manna from Heaven, which was and is sent to feed and sustain us in all the wildernesses through which we travel. Help us to stop running after the glitz and glitter, the easy wealth; help us to look truly for the one who will quench our thirst and nourish our souls.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)

As we have lifted up names of people and situations which lay heavy on our hearts today that need your healing touch, help us to remember that we stand continually in need of your healing mercy. Bring us to you, with open and repentant hearts, for your loving care. As we receive the wondrous gift of bread and wine, may we truly be reminded that Christ nurtures and feeds us with his own life. When we have been nourished, may we go from this place in renewed commitment to serve you, O God, with our very lives.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

The Bread of Life, Jesus Christ, has called and fed you. Now go forth into God’s world to nourish others, bring God’s love, hope and peace through the Holy Spirit who dwells in you. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
