      Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #32
                       *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Larry Herb, (Hosp., Donna Novinger’s brother); Janelle Miller, (Hosp.); Deb Polak, (Sharon Fetterhoff’s’sister); Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie /Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Ellie Hebenthal; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Dennis Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                   AUGUST 15, 2021
     Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
August 15, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Norine Goss                  
L:  Come, give thanks to the Lord with all your heart and soul!

P: We come, rejoicing over God’s many blessings poured out on us!
L:  God’s works are great!

P:  We delight in learning about them.
L:  Respect for God and all that God offers to us is the beginning of wisdom.

P: With gratefulness, we shall praise and honor God all our lives. AMEN.
 

Invocation                                                  Norine Goss          
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14   (See Insert)   Ed Berra   
Psalm: Psalm 111:1-10   (Responsively)  (See Insert)   Pastor 
New Testament: John 6:51-58                  (See Insert)    Ed Dobbin                   
Hymn -        “Immortal, Invisible”                           Page 25                                                                        
*Gospel: Ephesians 5:15-20                      (See Insert)   Pastor                                         
Sermon:                       “God’s Wisdom”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -   “May the Mind of Christ, My Savior”           Page 390
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today August 15th the Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost! We are moving towards a more normal way of being together! Masks are no longer required. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. 
Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.

If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Attendance: 

In-person worship for Aug. 8 was 33.
Face book views for Aug. 8 were 39.
Face book views for Aug. 1 were 63.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

Aug.  15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Aug. 16 -  Pack up clothing, etc., move tables from B-T-S at Camp Hebron

Aug. 18 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting

Aug. 22 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE 

  Helpers are needed Monday August 16th to help pack up clothing and school supplies and transport tables back to Valleys.  
  THANK YOU to everyone who helped in any way to make the Halifax Community ‘Free’ Back-to-school yard sale a success!! THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered to sort clothing, helped set up for the yard sale or transported items to Camp Hebron!! We couldn’t have done it without all the many volunteers giving many hours of their time in whatever way they helped with the Back-to-school project!
COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Wednesday August 18th at 7:00PM.
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
HYMN SING: Our congregation is invited to join the Northern Cluster of UCC Churches for their annual community hymn sing which will be held on Sunday August 22 at 5:00PM (rain or shine) at St. Peter’s (Hoffman’s) Church (at the church pavilion behind the church) on the South Crossroads (just south of the Gratz Auction). The Joyful Noise Handbell Choir from St. Paul’s UCC, Sacramento, PA, will also share their music. Homemade ice cream and other goodies will be provided (you are welcome to bring something to share as well).
                           SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 (NLT)
10 Then David died and was buried with his ancestors in the City of David. 11 David had reigned over Israel for forty years, seven of them in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem. 12 Solomon became king and sat on the throne of David his father, and his kingdom was firmly established.   3:3 Solomon loved the LORD

and followed all the decrees of his father, David, except that Solomon, too, offered sacrifices and burned incense at the local places of worship. 4 The most important of these places of worship was at Gibeon, so the king went there and sacrificed 1,000 burnt offerings. 5 That night the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream, and God said, “What do you want? Ask, and I will give it to you!”6 Solomon replied, “You showed great and faithful love to your servant my father, David, because he was honest and true and faithful to you. And you have continued to show this great and faithful love to him today by giving him a son to sit on his throne. 7 “Now, O Lord my God, you have made me king instead of my father, David, but I am like a little child who doesn’t know his way around. 8 And here I am in the midst of your own chosen people, a nation so great and numerous they cannot be counted! 9 Give me an understanding heart so that I can govern your people well and know the difference between right and wrong. For who by himself is able to govern this great people of yours?” 10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wisdom. 11 So God replied, “Because you have asked for wisdom in governing my people with justice and have not asked for a long life or wealth or the death of your enemies— 12 I will give you what you asked for! I will give you a wise and understanding heart such as no one else has had or ever will have! 13 And I will also give you what you did not ask for—riches and fame! No other king in all the world will be compared to you for the rest of your life! 14 And if you follow me and obey my decrees and my commands as your father, David, did, I will give you a long life.”
2nd Reading - Psalm 111:1-10 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Praise the Lord!
I will thank the Lord with all my heart
    as I meet with his godly people.
2 How amazing are the deeds of the Lord!
    All who delight in him should ponder them.
3 Everything he does reveals his glory and majesty.
    His righteousness never fails.
4 He causes us to remember his wonderful works.
    How gracious and merciful is our Lord!
5 He gives food to those who fear him;
    he always remembers his covenant.
6 He has shown his great power to his people
    by giving them the lands of other nations.
7 All he does is just and good,
    and all his commandments are trustworthy.
8 They are forever true,
    to be obeyed faithfully and with integrity.
9 He has paid a full ransom for his people.
    He has guaranteed his covenant with them forever.
    What a holy, awe-inspiring name he has!
10 Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true wisdom.
    All who obey his commandments will grow in wisdom.
Praise him forever!
3rd Reading - New Testament John 6:51-18 (NLT)
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live forever; and this bread, which I will offer so the world may live, is my flesh.” 52 Then the people began arguing with each other about what he meant. “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” they asked. 53 So Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you cannot have eternal life within you. 54 But anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise that person at the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57 I live because of the living Father who sent me; in the same way, anyone who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 I am the true bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will not die as your ancestors did (even though they ate the manna) but will live forever.”
*Sermon Text - Gospel Ephesians 5:15-20 (NRSV)
15 So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. 16 Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days. 17 Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do. 18 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, 19 singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your hearts. 20 And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
History of Hymn: “Immortal, Invisible” (Pg 25)
The God is immortal as well as invisible and more. The hymn “Immortal Invisible God Only Wise” is an ancient Christian hymn that describes the unseen nature of God. Hymn text was written by Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908), poet, author, and ordained pastor of the Free Church of Scotland, in the late 19th century.  This hymn is one of its kind when it comes to showing attributes and magnificent descriptions of God. He entered Marischal College of the University of Aberdeen at age 13, obtaining a Master of Arts degree in 1841. Afterward, he studied law and studied theology at New College in Edinburgh. He was ordained as Pastor and entered ministry of the Free Church of Scotland in 1850. He was the vicar at Chadwell Street in Islington, Pentonville in London from 1850-1853. He was appointed as a pastor of Orwell Free Church in a small town of Milnathort in Kinross-shire where he served till 1857 when he moved to Roxburgh Free Church in Edinburgh. He assumed the office of Free Church leader in Free Tron Chruch in Glasgow in 1862. In 1893 the Free Church of Scotland chose him as the church moderator, the highest position of the Church, he served till 1894.

  The theme and inspiration of this hymn are from the first book of Timothy Chapter 1 verse 17. The verse is as follows: “Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.” (King James Version). Chalmers Smith endeavored to express how he felt about the invisible God as described in the first book of Timothy. Of course, immortality and Invisibility is the true nature of God. However, he further described Him with the phrase “In light inaccessible hid from our eyes”. Many scripture passages have described God as the light and also the book of Exodus chapter 33 verse 20 said “… thou cannot see my face”. In the third verse, he refers to God as the “Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days.” Indeed, the Lord is all of that and more. There are many attributes of God within the verses of the hymn and it talks about His glory, His greatness, and His majesty. For that reason, Chalmers Smith must have experienced this God in a certain way to describe Him in these ways. You can actually do a quiet and thoughtful meditation about God with this hymn. Just sit down in a quiet place and go through the words of the hymn with your inner mind for half an hour or more, you will be blessed. In another verse of the hymn, he characterized God as “Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light.” The line should awaken our memories that God is always there for us in the day and night.   The book  of  Psalm  121  verse  3  and  4  reinforces  this  as  quoted.

History of Hymn: “Immortal, Invisible”   (Pg 25)

“He will not let your foot slip, He who watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.”  Chalmers Smith wrote several hymns through the inspiration from the holy spirit. However, twelve of his hymns have survived and “Immortal Invisible God Only Wise” is undoubtedly the best-known of his hymns.  It originally had six stanzas and wasn’t written as a hymn, it was revised by Percy Dearmer to the four stanzas we sing today. The hymn is typically known with the hymn tune called St. Denio. This tune name refers to St. Denis, the patron saint of France. Equally important, Saint Denio is also known as Palestina or Joanna and it’s based on the traditional Welsh folk tune called “Can Mlynedd I nawr” (A Hundred Years from Now). John Roberts was the first person to arrange the Welsh tune and used it for the hymn.  The hymn is one of the great Christian hymns that can be used to praise the Almighty God who is Immortal, Invisible and Only wise.
  History of Hymn: 

"MAY THE MIND OF CHRIST, MY SAVIOR"
"Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5)

The text was written by Kate Barclay Wilkinson (1859-1928) who was apparently actively involved in the Keswick Deeper Life Convention movement in Keswick England. In the late 1800’s and early 1900’s there were a series of meetings designed to promote more devotion to Christ in the Church of England.  Through the years several such movements have arisen to push for greater consecration to the Lord in various religious organizations. Any attempt to accomplish the aim of drawing closer to God’s will must put great stress on learning and following the mind of Christ in the life of each person. The desire of all who wish to please the Lord should be that as they mature in the faith, their personality and character will take on more Christ-like qualities. The tune (St. Leonards) was composed by Arthur Cyril Barnham-Gould (1891-1935). This hymn remains as an encouragement to prepare for both our worship on the Lord’s day and our dialing living by seeking the mind of Christ in our hearts. Every day we ought to ask ourselves the question, “What is the Christ-like way for handling this or that situation?” We should be examining ourselves and asking the Lord, “May the Mind of Christ, My Savior” be in me.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #32  
                August 15, 2021                     
  “God’s Wisdom”

   
      
                    12th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Come, give thanks to the Lord with all your heart and soul!

P: We come, rejoicing over God’s many blessings poured out on us!

L: God’s works are great!

P: We delight in learning about them.

L: Respect for God and all that God offers to us is the beginning of wisdom.

P: With gratefulness, we shall praise and honor God all our lives. AMEN.

Invocation:

God of Wisdom, you granted Solomon's request for an understanding mind and the knowledge to discern good from evil. Fill us with such understanding and knowledge that we may act as instruments of your loving desire for all of your creation, working with you to transform our conceit into concern for others, our fear into love, our violence into peace, and our brokenness into wholeness. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
Psalm: Psalm 111
Gospel: John 6:51-58

*New Testament: Ephesians 5:15-20
Meditation:

“God’s Wisdom”

There’s a story I like to tell regarding wisdom. Four people decided to go on a plane ride together. There was the pilot, a minister, and two teenagers, one of whom just won an award for being the smartest teenager in the world.


As they were flying, the pilot suddenly said, “uh-oh, we have a problem. There’s bad news, and there’s worse news. The bad news is that we are almost out of fuel. The worse news is that there’s only 3 parachutes.” 


Within a few seconds, the pilot says, “look, I have a wife and 3 kids who are all depending on me.” And with that, he strapped on the first parachute and jumped from the plane. 


The ‘smartest teenager in the world’ spoke up next. “The world’s depending on me. I might be the one who comes up with the cure for cancer, AIDS, or some other illness, or maybe solve the world’s economic problems. I can’t die.” And he grabs a parachute and jumps.


The minister looks at the remaining teenager and says, “Son, I’ve made my peace with God, and I’m willing to go down with the plane. You take the last parachute.” The teenager replied, “relax, Pastor. The ‘smartest teenager in the world’ just jumped out with my backpack… there’s still 2 parachutes.” The moral, which happens to be the theme of today’s texts is this: having all the knowledge in the world doesn’t make you wise. How you use the knowledge you do have does.


In today’s text from Ephesians, Paul highlights the importance of living wisely. He admonishes his readers to ‘pay careful attention’ to how you live; choosing wisdom over foolishness. Wisdom is not an exclusively Judeo-Christian value, yet Paul’s view of wisdom is tied directly to a relationship with God in which the Holy Spirit is allowed to guide and influence a  follower of Jesus. But what does it mean to ‘act wisely?’


Paul encourages us to be mindful of what we do. In other words, don’t act rashly, or react to someone or something out of an emotional response. Instead, we’re to try and understand what Jesus would have us do, and then do that. King Solomon wanted just that for himself. At the beginning of his reign, God invited him to ask for anything he wanted. He could have asked God for anything; wealth, fame, power, prestige. Instead, Solomon wanted wisdom. He wanted to rule and act as God would want. God was so pleased with Solomon’s request that not only did he grant his request for wisdom, God gave him all those other things as well. The wisdom of Solomon was in realizing he needed God’s wisdom, not just his own. If we’re to embrace God’s wisdom, we need to recognize that we don’t know as much as we think we do. Trusting in God’s wisdom is being humble enough to know our own human wisdom is limited at best. 


Paul next admonishes us to not be drunk with wine, but be filled with the Holy Spirit. Paul doesn’t have a problem with wine, per se. After all, he encourages Timothy to have some wine to help his stomach problems. The book of Proverbs offers conflicting advice around wine as well. In one verse (20:1) we are told to avoid the enticement or alure of wine so it doesn’t lead to drunkenness. And in other verses we’re encouraged to view wine as a part of celebration. Jesus himself turned water into wine at a wedding feast (John 2). The problem isn’t with wine, it’s when wine, or any other thing we might use to self-medicate our pain, has such a hold on our lives that it dominates our thoughts in a way that ends up destroying our lives and the lives of those around us. When we live in conscious dependence on the Holy Spirit, being filled with the Spirit, we’ll find we don’t really need to depend on anything else for a life of contentment, peace, and joy. 

In fact, Paul tells us that when we allow the Holy Spirit to be in our lives in this way, it leads to a desire to celebrate God through singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Music has a way of connecting with our emotions in ways that simple words, by themselves, are a little lacking. Music is felt, it’s heard, it’s expressed through our bodies in singing and playing musical instruments. Music can be thoughtful and planned out, and it can be spontaneous. All this to say that music helps in our heart-felt worship of God, and it’s the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit that moves us to express ourselves in this way. 

With our lives influenced by the Holy Spirit, guided into living wisely as Jesus would have us do, finding ways to praise God through music and all our being, we are led to a life of thanksgiving and praise. This only happens when we choose to make Jesus the focus of our lives. If our focus shifts to anything else, then joyous heart-felt worship becomes elusive. One of the ways we can keep our eyes fixed on Jesus is to allow God’s spirit to guide us into thanksgiving. Thanksgiving for all the things and people God brings into our lives. All of it, the good, the hard and challenging are allowed by God in order to draw us closer to himself. For that we can give thanks. The Westminster Larger Catechism of 1648 tells us that, “Man's chief and highest end is to glorify God, and fully to enjoy him forever. When we choose to act wisely under the guidance and influence of the Holy Spirit, we can then fulfill what we were created to be and do. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Eternal God, we thank you today for your goodness. You have given us beautiful days. You bless us richly with goodness daily. We thank you and praise you.
We live in a time of considerable confusion. We ask today for your wisdom as Solomon asked for wisdom. We are often fearful as was Solomon. We live in a time of peril, war, and world unrest. Different and competing interests strive for our attention and loyalty. Help us, O God, to pray for wise and discerning spirits. Give us wisdom to know good from evil. Give us wisdom to assess the clamoring voices and concerns with which we are daily bombarded. Give us wisdom so that we might learn to be accepting of all the diverse people you have created. Give us wisdom to be peacemakers and mediators of understanding where there is conflict. Give us wisdom when we are in conflict to make it possible both for us and for those with whom we differ to save face and win and move forward hand in hand. Give us wisdom not to violate any of your creatures by discriminating against them. Give us wisdom to discern what is of ultimate value for our souls and to make wise choices. (prayer by Richard J. Einerson)

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)
O God, give us wisdom. O God, give us discernment. O God, give us the will to be faithful. O God, give us the power to love.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Go, blessed and filled with the wisdom of God, blessed and nourished by the life of our Lord Jesus Christ and blessed and directed by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
