       Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #21                     
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Karen Saul & Caren Straub, (Norine Goss’ friends); *Bob Endy, (Home); Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Gail Shertzer; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; George Heckard, (Pastor George Heckard’s father); Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Jordan Graeff; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Kelly Shutt; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker, (Jane Baker’s sister-in-law); Clark Ellis, (Peggy Berra’s cousin)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Ritchie Moorhead (Premier Rm 305B; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
     [image: image1.emf]


SUNDAY AUGUST 16, 2020
                Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

August 16, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We will not be singing hymns but feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:   God, show your faithfulness to us,
P:   Bless us, and make your face smile upon us!
L:   For then the whole earth will acknowledge your ways,
      and all the nations of earth will know of your power to save.
P:   May all the nations praise you, O God;
                 may all the nations praise you!
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings
Old Testament: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8   (Pg  O.T. Pew Bible)
Psalm: Psalm 67  (Responsive)    (Pg. 813 Blue Hymnal)
*Gospel:  Matthew 15:21-28       (Pg. 22 N.T. Pew Bible) 
Music -     “I Know I Have Believed”         Page 409
                           (See Note above)     
Sermon -           “Have Mercy”    

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music -          “Jesus Paid It All”               Page 210
                                       (See Note above)     

      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Welcome to Worship at the Valleys!  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign your name and address on our welcome card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  Please put prayer requests, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), on back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  
Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions (that are mailed out if you prefer to worship from home).   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Surfaces sanitized before/after service.  Council will determine when it is safe for Sunday School, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba, other activities to meet again. If you wish to visit, please do so outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Thank you.
WEEKLY DEVOTIONS are mailed to our shut-ins and also to those who cannot worship in person with us and wish to receive them. Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to continue receiving the devotions. We are happy to accommodate you.
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed Financial deposits are done every week. Please call the church office for any questions.

Attendance for Aug 9: In-person- 36; Facebook online- 98 views as of Aug. 9; 121 views for Aug. 2 
                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
No Sunday School or other activities at this time.
Aug. 14 - 10:00AM-7PM - Free Back-to School Yard Sale at Camp Hebron (Sylvan View Building)

Aug. 15 - 10:00AM-2PM - Free Back-to School Yard Sale at Camp Hebron (Sylvan View Building)
Aug. 15 - Articles are due today Aug. 15 for Sept./Oct. newsletter!
Aug. 16 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online
Aug. 17 - Helpers needed to box up clothing at Camp Hebron
Aug. 19 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Aug. 23 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online
FREE BACK-T0-SCHOOL YARD SALE Thank you to everyone who transported clothing, sorted clothing, or helped in any way to get ready for the Back-to-School yard sale! 
Helpers are needed to box up clothing on Monday Aug. 17. Call Valleys church office if you can help or see Ed Dobbin.
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office. Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~             

Link for hymn: “Jesus Paid It All” 

Hymn: “I Know Whom I Have Believed” (Page 409 Red Hymnal)
Daniel Webster Whittle | James McGranahan
CCLI Song # 31762 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   I know not why God's wondrous grace
To me He hath made known
Nor why unworthy Christ in love
Redeemed me for His own (Chorus)
Chorus   But I know whom I have believed
And am persuaded that He is able
To keep that which I've committed
Unto Him against that day
Verse 2  I know not how this saving faith
To me He did impart
Nor how believing in His word
Wrought peace within my heart (Chorus)
Verse 3   I know not how the Spirit moves
Convincing men of sin
Revealing Jesus through the Word
Creating faith in Him (Chorus)
Verse 4    I know not what of good or ill
May be reserved for me
Of weary ways or golden days
Before His face I see (Chorus)
Verse 5     I know not when my Lord may come  
At night or noonday fair
Nor if I'll walk the vale with Him
Or meet Him in the air (Chorus)
(Our hymnal has verses 1, 2, 3, and 5 but not verse 4)
Link for hymn:  “I Know Whom I Have Believed”
Hymn: “Jesus Paid It All” (Page 210 Red Hymnal)
Elvina Mabel Hall | John Thomas Grape

CCLI Song # 22331 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1

I hear the Saviour say
Thy strength indeed is small
Child of weakness watch and pray
Find in Me thine all in all
Chorus

Jesus paid it all
All to Him I owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow
Verse 2

Lord now indeed I find
Thy power and Thine alone
Can change the leper's spots
And melt the heart of stone (Chorus)
Verse 3

For nothing good have I
Whereby Thy grace to claim
I'll wash my garments white
In the blood of Calvary's Lamb (Chorus)
Verse 4

And when before the throne
I stand in Him complete
Jesus died my soul to save
My lips shall still repeat (Chorus)
History of Hymn: “Jesus Paid It All” (also known as Fullness in Christ and I hear the Saviour say and Christ All and in All) is a traditional American hymn about the penal substitutionary atonement for sin by the death of Jesus. The song references many Bible verses, including Romans 5 ("Jesus' sacrifice gives life") and Isaiah 1:18 ("a crimson flow"). The song lyrics were written in 1865 by Elvina M. Hall, a 47-year-old, widowed congregant, who was listening to a church sermon and prayer and penned the words on the back of a hymnal while sitting in a choir loft in at the Monument Methodist Episcopal Church in Baltimore, Maryland, and she gave the lyrics to her pastor, Rev. George W. Schreck (or Rev. S. Barnes), at the end of the church service. Coincidentally, that same week the church organist (and coal merchant), John Grape (1835-1915), shared some new music, entitled "All To Christ I Owe," with the same pastor who thought the lyrics and song fit well together. Hall and Grape worked to finish the hymn together, and then "at Schreck's urging, they sent the hymn to Professor Theodore Perkins, publisher of the Sabbath Carols periodical, where it received its first publication. It has been a favorite of many American Christians ever since." The song has been covered by many notable musicians, including Lory Bianco and Colton Dixon.
History of Hymn: “I Know Whom I Have Believed”
Major Daniel Webster Whittle (November 22, 1840, Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts - March 4, 1901, Northfield, Massachusetts) was a 19th-century American gospel song lyricist, evangelist, and Bible teacher. He married Abbie Hanson in 1861 the night before he deployed with Company B of the 72d Illinois Infantry, he served in the American Civil War. He was wounded at Vicksburg and marched with General William Tecumseh Sherman’s forces through Georgia. Whittle rose to the rank of major at the end of the war and is still widely known among hymnologists as Major Whittle. Settling in Chicago to work for the Elgin Clock Company, he became closely associated with Dwight Lyman Moody, who successfully encouraged him to go into evangelistic work.  Whittle wrote mostly under the pseudonym "El Nathan" although editors of later hymnals routinely credit his actual name. Of his approximately 200 hymns, "I Know Whom I Have Believed" and "Showers of Blessing" are among the most familiar. James McGranahan wrote the tunes for both of those and for Whittle's "Banner of the Cross" as well. The name of the tune associated with "I Know Whom I Have Believed" is EL NATHAN, Whittle's pseudonym. The chorus of the hymn is based on 2 Timothy 1:12, “… for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.”
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #21
     
    August 16, 2020               
        
       “Have Mercy”

   
    

   Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost


Isaiah 56:6-7  “And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, to love the name of the LORD, and to worship him, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant--  these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations."

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: God, show your faithfulness to us,
P: Bless us, and make your face smile upon us!
L: For then the whole earth will acknowledge your ways,
     and all the nations of earth will know of your power to save.
P: May all the nations praise you, O God;
     may all the nations praise you!
Invocation:
With open arms You welcome all who call on Your name—who acknowledge You as Lord, and look to You in faith. No one stands outside the circle of Your mercy and love. And so, we come to offer You our worship—to declare that You are our God, and that we are Your people, called and chosen by You from the very beginning. Through the presence of Your Holy Spirit open our eyes to see You here; open our minds to receive Your truth, and our mouths to speak and sing Your praise. For You alone are God—worthy of all praise and worship, now and to the end of time. Amen.
Readings:

Old Testament: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Psalm: Psalm 67  #813 (Blue) 

*Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28
Meditation:

“Have Mercy”

Any parent that has had a life-threatening situation with a child can identify with the Canaanite woman in this Gospel story. I remember vividly the desperate emotions running through me when our son was facing the unthinkable. I remember pleading with God in tears for him to rescue our son. I remember thinking I would spend any amount of money and do anything to reverse what he was facing. I remember crying to Jesus, “have mercy, Lord!” It was a very visceral moment as I’m sure it was for this woman in her desperation for her daughter. 


This text is full of dialogue that raises many questions. Jesus and his disciples have left the region of Galilee and headed north and west to the coastal cities of Tyre and Sidon in the region of Canaan outside of Israel. These cities were located in what is now Lebanon and Syria. The Canaanites were descendants of Noah through his son, Ham, and grandson, Canaan. We know that these descendants were the focus of God’s judgement in the Old Testament because of their wickedness and idolatry. God ordered Joshua and the Israelites to wipe out the Canaanites and occupy the land God was giving them. Yet they too disobeyed God and let many of them live. And it’s their descendants that Jesus has gone to visit. They were not Israelites therefore not people of God’s covenant promises. 


Matthew doesn’t really give us a reason for Jesus’s visit to this region except that he was most likely seeking refuge from the crowds who were relentless in pursuing him, and the religious leaders who were looking for ways to get rid of him. We do know that part of Jesus’s lineage included some Canaanite women, namely Rahab, Tamar, and Ruth. And it’s the interaction between Jesus and this woman that is so intriguing. 


The woman cries out to Jesus to heal her daughter who is suffering from demonic possession. Even though she is not Jewish she calls Jesus by his Messianic titles, Lord, and Son of David. What does she know of Jesus and what has she heard to call out to Jesus in such a bold way? Here we have a non-Jewish person acknowledging Jesus as Israel’s long -awaited Messiah. Her people, the Canaanites, are thought of as ‘less’ than their Jewish cousins. They are thought of as ethnically inferior. They are thought of as religiously inferior. They are marginalized and criticized. And not only is she from this ‘other’ group, she is also a woman. Women were considered inferior to men. They had no legal standing apart from their husbands. They were rarely educated beyond taking care of their homes. And yet here is this marginalized woman expressing more hope and faith in Jesus than many Jews who could not see past their own prejudices to see who Jesus was; the Christ, Messiah, God’s Anointed. 


Jesus’s initial response? A deafening silence. No words. No actions. This response seems counter to what we’ve come to know and believe about him, so why this reaction? His disciples urge him to send her away because of the commotion she’s causing. They are put off and made uncomfortable at her outbursts. They want nothing to do with her and hope she would just go away. And Jesus’s response seems to echo their feelings. He responds by saying, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” It’s tempting to think Jesus is being elitist in his response. It’s tempting to see Jesus as being cold and rude. But what he is saying is that his mission is to first fulfill the mission to call Israel back to the covenant relationship established by God to be a light to the nations; a blessing to all people. 

You’ve got to love this woman’s tenacity and not being put off. She’s desperate for her daughter. She calls for Jesus to help her again. Jesus again says something that not only seems dismissive, but also seems insulting. “It’s not right to take the children’s bread and feed it to the dogs.” The dialogue reveals some stark cultural differences which both she and Jesus acknowledge in their interactions. Anyone who has ever felt marginalized, dismissed as not being enough or measuring up can feel the woman’s pain at Jesus’s remark. But again, she persists. 

In her desperation she picks up the imagery from Jesus’s comment with a rather bold statement of her own, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s tables.” She will not be put off. She tenaciously insists that Jesus grant her request of mercy. And Jesus does. He acknowledges the greatness of her faith and grants her request. Even though it initially seems Jesus is being incredibly rude and dismissive, he responds as he often does in the presence of unrelenting faith: with mercy. He does not let the existing cultural, religious barriers stand in the face of human need and desperation. He breaks them down in stunning and shocking ways. 

Many of us, myself included, often initially identify with the disciples wanting Jesus to send her way. They don’t want to get involved in a potentially messy, uncomfortable situation. They, like we can be, were lacking empathy. New Testament commentator Mitzi J. Smith says this: 
“Too often we cannot or refuse to empathize with people whose experience is different from our own. If the oppression, injustice, or pain is not happening in our house and neighborhood or does not impact our race, gender, class, or sexuality, then we dismiss it as unwelcomed, unjustified noise.” And Jesus’s initial comments to the woman seem to justify our feelings. Yet what Jesus ultimately does for her shows us a better way. The way of love expressed through mercy. The way of lifting someone out of their cultural bondage of marginalization and alienation to someone worthy of God’s steadfast love and mercy. 

May you experience the love and mercy of Jesus in your own life meeting you at your deepest most desperate need. May you then reflect that same love and mercy that comes from Jesus into the lives of those around you who are desperate to know they are worthy of God’s steadfast love and mercy. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Merciful God, In love You created us, and in love You sustain us, day after day.
So it is with confidence that we bring our prayers to You, knowing that You will hear and respond. We pray for those who are estranged from spouse or family, friends or neighbors;
who find it difficult to forgive past wrongs done to them. We pray for those who for years have carried feelings of guilt or regret for something they did or something they neglected to do; who find it difficult to ask for forgiveness or forgive themselves. We pray for those who find themselves far away from You, struggling to overcome their doubts or disillusionment, and who wonder how to find their way back. We also pray for those watching someone they love try to cope with serious illness or injury, and who long for Your miraculous intervention. For the many others in our world who are suffering this day—from grief, or loneliness, hunger, poverty, violence or illness, we pray. Sustain all those who look to You in hope. And strengthen us—Your people— so that we may be a light to all those who find themselves in darkness. In the name of Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.
Benediction:

May the God we serve pour grace and blessing into our lives! May the face of God shine light upon us! May we celebrate God’s love and justice in such a way that everyone around will come to know God, and will experience God’s grace and blessing for themselves.

May the peace of God go with you! Amen. 
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
