          Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #19 
                       *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Clark Ellis, (Peggy Berra’s cousin); *Barbara Lauver; *Ritchie Moorhead, (Premier Rm. 203); Lori Graff, (Sarah’s daughter); Gary Fetterhoff; Roxanne Laudenslager, (Gerry Wiest’s daughter); Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Gail Shertzer; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; George Heckard, (Pastor George Heckard’s father); Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Jordan Graeff;  Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Kelly Shutt; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker, (Jane Baker’s sister-in-law);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler;; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
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Matthew 14:13-21

SUNDAY AUGUST 2, 2020
                Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
August 2, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We will not be singing hymns but feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Come, all who are hungry and thirsty.

P: The Lord will provide for our needs.
L: Come this day to the table of the Lord.

P: Here we will find welcome and sustenance.
L: Come to this time of gathering and praise.
P: Lord, we come with open hearts and spirits to receive your gracious gift of love. AMEN.
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings
Old Testament:  Genesis 32:22-31  (Pg 38 O.T. Pew Bible)
Psalm: Psalm 145:1-9; 18-21 (Responsive) (Pg. 857 Blue Hymnal)
*Gospel:  Matthew 14:13-23a         (Pg. 21 N.T. Pew Bible) 
Music -     “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”               Page 43
                           (See Note above)     
Sermon -          “In It Together”     

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

      Words of Assurance   
HOLY COMMUNION

    
Music - “Fill My Cup Lord ”  (See Note above)          Page 398
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
Welcome to Worship at the Valleys!  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign your name and address on our welcome card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  Please put prayer requests, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), on back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  
In-Person services for everyone who feels comfortable to come to worship services.  Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Surfaces sanitized before/after service.  You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out if you prefer to worship from home.   There will be no Sunday School and other activities, Halifax Senior Center and Zumba remain closed until it is determined to safely meet again.  If you wish to visit, please do so outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Thank you.
WEEKLY DEVOTIONS are mailed to our shut-ins and also to those who cannot worship in person with us and wish to receive them. Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to continue receiving the devotions. We are happy to accommodate you.
Attendance for July 26: In-person- 34; Facebook online- 221 views as of July 29. 
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed Financial deposits will be done every week. Please call the church office for any questions.
COMMUNION: We will have Communion today during worship service. If you are participating with online worship, please have bread and grape juice or wine available to participate.
                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
No Sunday School or other activities (No Elders Meeting)
Aug. 2 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online -
 Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
Aug. 4 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Aug. 9- 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

FREE TAKE OUT COMMUNITY MEAL will be held on Tuesday August 11, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Hot dogs, Hamburgers, Macaroni & Cheese, Salad, fruit, dessert. Meals must be reserved by Thursday August 6th so we may prepare sufficient food. Helpers and donations are needed (signup sheet is on table in social hall). Please call the church office if you can help or donate or to reserve meals 717-896-3118. 
The Free Back-to School Yard Sale will be held Friday August 14 & Saturday Aug. 15 at Camp Hebron. More details to be announced. We are accepting donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade and also school supplies (still needed: 3-ring binders, highlighters, mechanical pencils, big erasers, rulers, scissors, vinyl protractors, composition books, glue sticks, backpacks) at Valleys church. More information will be in bulletins and August newsletter. We are also accepting monetary donations and Wal-Mart gift cards for First Day-Fresh Impressions to sponsor a child for shopping. 
********************************************************************************************************************************************

Link for Hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Link for hymn: “Fill My Cup, Lord”  (No lyrics on screen)

Hymn: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”   (Page 43 Red Hymnal)
Thomas Obediah Chisholm | William Marion Runyan    
CCLI Song # 18723 CCLI License # 2572107

Chorus   Great is Thy faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning
New mercies I see
All I have needed
Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness
Lord unto me
Verse 1  Great is Thy faithfulness
O God my Father
There is no shadow
Of turning with Thee
Thou changest not
Thy compassions they fail not
As Thou hast been
Thou forever wilt be
Verse 2   Summer and winter
And springtime and harvest
Sun moon and stars
In their courses above
Join with all nature
In manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness
Mercy and love
Verse 3    Pardon for sin
And a peace that endureth
Thy own dear presence
To cheer and to guide
Strength for today
And bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine
With ten thousand beside
             (Please see link on previous page)    
GIANT CARDS may be purchased through the church office.
Hymn: “Fill My Cup, Lord” (pg. 398 in red hymnal)

Richard Blanchard CCLI Song # 15946 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Like the woman at the well I was seeking
For things that could not satisfy
And then I heard my Savior speaking
Draw from my well that never shall run dry
Chorus   Fill my cup Lord I lift it up Lord
Come and quench this thirsting of my soul
Bread of heaven feed me till I want no more
Fill my cup fill it up and make me whole
Verse 2  There are millions in this world who are craving
The pleasures earthly things afford
But none can match the wondrous treasure
That I find in Jesus Christ my Lord
Verse 3   So my brother if the things this world gave you
Leave hungers that won't pass away
My blessed Lord will come and save you
If you kneel to Him and humbly pray
      Link for “Fill My Cup, Lord” (no singing, Lyrics on screen)
History of Hymn: “Fill My Cup, Lord”. 
     Life was never to be a bed of roses for Richard Blanchard (1925-2004). A severe lung problem developed, and Blanchard was left with one-third of his lung capacity. But a diminished physical well-being did not stop young Blanchard.  

     In 1953 he became the pastor of a church in Coral Gables, Florida, and one day, was asked by a young couple to perform their marriage ceremony. However, the couple was quite late for their counseling appointment. Blanchard told his secretary, I will wait for thirty minutes and I’m leaving. He then went to a nearby Sunday school room and sat down to play the piano for awhile.
      He later said, When I was not in the mood to be used of God, God was in a mood to use me. In less than thirty-minutes, as he waited for the young couple, God gave him the inspiring song Fill My Cup, Lord.

      As Richard Blanchard looks back over his life, he declares even though God chose in his providence to impair my physical being, he has in so many other ways Filled My Cup.
History of Hymn: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
     While many hymns are born out of a particular dramatic experience, this hymn was simply the result of the authors morning by morning realization of Gods personal faithfulness. Thomas Obadiah Chisolm (1866-1960) had a difficult early adult life. His health was so fragile that there were periods of time when he was confined to bed, unable to work. Between bouts of illness he would have to push himself to put in extra hours at various jobs in order to make ends meet. After coming to Christ at age 27, Thomas found great comfort in the Scriptures, and in the fact that God was faithful to be his strength in time of illness and weakness, and to provide his needs. Lamentations 3:22-23 was one of his favorite scriptures: “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness.”
     While away from home on a missions trip, Thomas often wrote to one of his good friends, William Runyan, a relatively unknown musician. Several poems were exchanged in these letters. Runyan found one of Williams’ poems so moving that he decided to compose a musical score to accompany the lyrics. Great is Thy Faithfulness was published in 1923.

For several years, the hymn got very little recognition, until it was discovered by a Moody Bible Institute professor who loved it so much and requested it sung so often at chapel services, that the song became the unofficial theme song of the college.

     It was not until 1945 when George Beverly Shea began to sing Great is Thy Faithfulness at the Billy Graham evangelistic crusades, that the hymn was heard around the world.

Thomas Chisolm died in 1960 at age 94. During his lifetime, he wrote more than 1,200 poems and hymns including O To Be Like Thee and Living for Jesus.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #19
     
    August 2, 2020               

     “In It Together”

   
    

   Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Hebrews 10:24-25  And let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: Come, all who are hungry and thirsty.
P: The Lord will provide for our needs.
L: Come this day to the table of the Lord.
P: Here we will find welcome and sustenance.
L: Come to this time of gathering and praise.
P: Lord, we come with open hearts and spirits to receive your gracious gift of love. AMEN.
Invocation:

Saving God, we come to you this day from times that are hectic. We are pulled in many directions. Open our hearts to receive you. Deliver us from the temptation to just give up and flounder in the rough waters of life. Reach out to us with your strength and power and bring us closer to you. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen.
Readings:
Old Testament: Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm: Psalm 145:1-9;18-21  #857 (Blue) 

*Gospel: Matthew 14:13-23a
Meditation:
“In It Together”

It is easy in our American culture to overlook the gift of community that God has given us. We think we have to do some great deed(s) by ourselves. That if we just have enough gumption and strength of will, we can accomplish almost anything. Yet if we’re facing overwhelming odds and unending need we realize pretty quickly that we can’t do it alone. We need others.


Lately I’ve been fascinated with documentary films of people climbing Mt. Everest. I’m not sure what captivates me about the challenge, but I’ve learned at least one important fact when it comes to summiting Everest: no one does it alone. It takes a team of people, including guides, expedition leaders, Sherpas, and team mates to make it possible. Everyone has a part to play. The Sherpas, an indigenous Himalayan people who are accustomed to living at high altitude carry supplies like climbing ropes, tents, and oxygen bottles up the mountain ahead of the main party. The expedition leader makes the plans based on weather, the physical condition of his/her climbers, and costs. The guides are responsible for looking out for the climbers and helping them as they make their ascent. The climbers on the team look out for each other as they climb to the highest peak on earth in some of the most inhospitable conditions known to human beings. For every person that makes it to the summit and back to base camp there’s a team of no less than 20 people that makes the climb possible. They’re in it together. 


Someone once said that success is all in the preparation. Jesus had been rejected in his hometown of Nazareth. His cousin, John the Baptist, had just been beheaded by King Herod for daring to criticize his immoral relationship with his brother’s wife. So, what did Jesus do? He withdrew to a quiet, solitary place so he could spend time with his Heavenly Father in prayer. Praying before engaging in ministry was a regular pattern for Jesus. Praying was a big part of his preparation. He needed and wanted his Father’s strength and guidance for whatever would come next. But as much as he tried to get away, crowds of people yearning for healing and hearing his words sought out where he was and followed him. 


When Jesus sees them and their needs he is moved with deep compassion for them. It is a compassion that comes from the core of his being; like the way a mother cares for her newborn child. They are helpless, and in many ways hopeless until they find Jesus. So, what does Jesus do with the compassion he feels? He puts it into action. He heals the sick. He offers words of hope and love to those who would hear it. He offers a vision of God that the people have not had before that is rooted in love and not legalism. He offers himself. 


Jesus’s disciples, realizing that it’s getting late in the day, begin to get worried. They are worried because they are not very close to any towns and hospitality demands that they feed their ‘guests’ if the time for the evening meal is approaching. They are worried because they barely have enough resources to take care of their own needs let alone the needs of nearly 10,000 people (5,000 men plus women and children). So, they bring their concerns to Jesus. Maybe he can do something about it.


But Jesus doesn’t just snap his fingers and have food appear out of nowhere. The disciples want to send the people away to fend for themselves. They’d rather not commit to something they believe they have no hope of solving. But Jesus turns things around on them. He tells them, “you feed them.” Jesus makes his concern and compassion for the poor, needy, and marginalized the concerns of the disciples (and by extension, us) as well. Imagine the shock and stunned silence of Jesus’s followers. “You want me?” “You want us to feed them? How?” Jesus is inviting them to take a risk. To risk looking foolish, to risk failure. Yet Jesus does not expect them to do this by themselves. He doesn’t expect them to do the work without him working through them. 


“We only have these five loaves of bread and two fish.” They didn’t have much. They knew it would never be close to enough to meeting the overwhelming human need in front of them. Jesus asks them to bring him what they had. When they saw the enormity of human need, and the scarcity of human resources, they turned to Jesus who in seeing the enormity of human need, responded by offering the greatness and availability of God’s resources. As they bring the food, Jesus blesses it. 

Jesus’s blessing of the loaves and fish brings to mind Moses praying a blessing over the manna and quail that God provided in the wilderness. It has hints and foreshadows of the last supper Jesus would share with his followers before his death. After the blessing, the disciples distribute the food. And after some time is past and people have eaten their fill, Jesus instructs the twelve to gather up what is left over. Left over from five loaves and two fish among so many? Miraculously there were twelve baskets full of left overs. Twelve! And when all was said and done the day ended for Jesus as it began: by withdrawing by himself to pray. His daily ministry began and ended with prayer. 

For us, engaging in Christ’s mission needs to begin and end with prayer – not just ‘arrow’ prayers, prayers we shoot up in the heat of the moment’s need, but deeper communion in order to have the mind of Jesus. It is through a life of prayer that we grow in the compassion that Jesus has for people. All kinds of people, especially the most desperate of humanity; the poor, sick, oppressed, marginalized and the outcast are the ones Jesus calls us to care for and love in his name. It’s impossible to grow into the image of Jesus without having the heart of Jesus formed in prayer. 

If we are being guided by Jesus to act, then what we perceive as impossible is an invitation to expand our faith. Our lack of resources is not a reason for us to hold back if we truly sense we are being told by Jesus, “you give them something to eat.” It’s an invitation to see God work through our faithful obedience. This does not mean we’re to engage everything we encounter, but through prayer, allow God to guide us to where he is leading us to minister. 

Lastly, this text reminds us that ministry is a team sport. It takes all of us working together and allowing Jesus to work through our faithful actions to see the miraculous. If we want to climb whatever Mt. Everest we face, we do it together with Jesus. The Covenant has, from its inception, embraced the idea that we can do far more together than we can ever do on our own. In other words, we are in it together. As Hebrews says, “let us spur one another on towards love and good works,” the high calling of Jesus. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

Gracious Lord, we are filled with a mixture of feelings today. Some of us are rejoicing in the wonderful time of rest and relaxation; while others continue to seek relief from the burdens and worries that they bear. All of us stand in need of your refreshing and nourishing love and forgiveness. You know how many times we have turned our backs on those in need; we have been too busy, too preoccupied with our own problems. Cause us to turn around and see instances in which we can be of help and comfort to someone else. Give us strength and courage to truly be your loving disciples in the ways in which we care for others. Forgive us when we stray from the paths of righteousness and peace. These things we offer in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
Words of Assurance:

Rejoice! God’s love is poured over you this day for healing, restoration, and hope. Feel the power of God’s mercy in your life. Go into God’s world knowing you are forgiven and blessed, and be a blessing to others. AMEN.
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord, we have heard the story of Jacob as he wrestled with the angel, how he asked for the angel to bless him. We, too, come to you for blessing. There are so many times in our lives in which we have felt alienated, downtrodden, alone. It is easy for us to wallow in our misery, to whine about all the perceived injustices that have been heaped upon us. But you encourage us to stand strong; to seek the blessings that you have provided for us; to recognize the many ways that you are with us, giving us strength and courage. Be with us again, precious Lord. Guide our lives. As we have brought our prayers before you for those near and dear to us, seeking healing and hope for them; let us also remember that those same mercies are lavished upon us, not because we deserve them, but because of your great and generous love for us. Help us receive these blessings and, in turn, be a blessing to someone else. For we ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. AMEN.
Benediction:

The Lord has forgiven and restored you. You are strengthened for ministry in the name of Jesus Christ. Go in peace and may God’s peace flow through you to others. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
