    Not available: Weekly Devotional
                            *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Kelly Richter; *Laurel Guertin, (Home); *Phil Guertin, (Hosp., Pastor Dave’s brother); Donna/Dave Novinger & Jill Herb & families; *Family of Dennis Miller; *Ellen Snyder, (Gail Shertzer’s sister); Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie /Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Ellie Hebenthal; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Janelle Miller;  Deb Polak; 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger (has new address); June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                   AUGUST 22, 2021
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
August 22, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Norine Goss                  
L:  Whom do you seek here in this place?
P: We seek God, the Creator, who brought us to life.
L:  Who has told you of God?
P: Jesus Christ, God’s Son, has shown us the love of God through his life.
L:  Discipleship is difficult. Are you ready?
P: We want to be ready. Lord, strengthen and sustain us this day. AMEN.
 

Invocation                                                  Norine Goss          
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43   
                                                          (See Insert)    Charles Cichy  
Psalm: Psalm 84   (Responsively)  (See Insert)   Pastor 
New Testament: Ephesians 6:10-20 (See Insert)   Gerry Wiest
Hymn -        “The Church’s One Foundation”              Page 277                                                                        
*Gospel: John 6:56-69                     (See Insert)   Pastor                                         
Sermon:                   “To Whom Shall We Go?”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -   “Come, All Christians, Be Committed”           Page 455
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today August 22nd the Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost! We are moving towards a more normal way of being together! Masks are no longer required. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. 
Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.

If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 

In-person worship for Aug. 15 was 36.
Face book views for Aug. 15 were 66.
Face book views for Aug. 8 were 47.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to following families: 

Donna and Dave Novinger and Jill Herb and families as Donna’s brother Larry went to be with the Lord last Sunday. 

Family of Dennis Miller who went to be with the Lord last week.

We pray all these families feel God’s loving presence, comfort and peace during this time. 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

Aug. 22 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Aug. 25 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting (it was postponed from Aug. 18 due to weather)
Aug. 29 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

COUNCIL MEETING has been rescheduled to this Wednesday August 25 at 7:00PM as it was postponed from Aug. 18 due to weather.

THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the Halifax Community ‘Free’ Back-to-school Yard Sale in any way! We served a total of 103 children, 89 on Friday between 10AM to 7PM, 14 more on Saturday 10AM to Noon and 37 families came back between Noon to 2PM to get more clothing!
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
HYMN SING: Our congregation is invited to join the Northern Cluster of UCC Churches for their annual community hymn sing which will be held on Sunday August 22 at 5:00PM (rain or shine) at St. Peter’s (Hoffman’s) Church (at the church pavilion behind the church) on the South Crossroads road (just south of the Gratz Auction). The Joyful Noise Handbell Choir from St. Paul’s UCC, Sacramento, PA, will also share their music. Homemade ice cream and other goodies will be provided (you are welcome to bring something to share as well).

SCRIPTURE READINGS   1st Reading - 1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11; 22-30, 41-43 (NLT)      8:1 Solomon then summoned to Jerusalem the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes—the leaders of the ancestral families of the  Israelites. They were to bring the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant to the Temple from its location in the City of David, also known as Zion.  6 Then the priests carried the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant into the inner sanctuary of the Temple—the Most Holy Place—and placed it beneath the wings of the cherubim.  10 When the priests came out of the Holy Place, a thick cloud filled the Temple of the Lord. 11 The priests could not continue their service because of the cloud, for the glorious presence of the Lord filled the Temple of the

Lord.  22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the entire community of Israel. He lifted his hands toward heaven, 

23 and he prayed, “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in all of heaven above or on the earth below. You keep your covenant and show unfailing love to all who walk before you in wholehearted devotion. 24 You have kept your promise to your servant David, my father. You made that promise with your own mouth, and with your own hands you have fulfilled it today. 25 “And now, O Lord, God of Israel, carry out the additional promise you made to your servant David, my father. For you said to him, ‘If your descendants guard their behavior and faithfully follow me as you have done, one of them will always sit on the throne of Israel.’ 26 Now, O God of Israel, fulfill this promise to your servant David, my father. 27 “But will God really live on earth? Why, even the highest heavens cannot contain you. How much less this Temple I have built! 28 Nevertheless, listen to my prayer and my plea, O LORD my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is making to you today.29 May you watch over this Temple night and day, this place where you have said, ‘My name will be there.’ May you always hear the prayers I make toward this place. 30 May you hear the humble and earnest requests from me and your people Israel when we pray toward this place. Yes, hear us from heaven where you live, and when you hear, forgive.   41 “In the future, foreigners who do not belong to your people Israel will hear of you. They will come from distant lands because of your name, 42 for they will hear of your great name and your strong hand and your powerful arm. And when they pray toward this Temple, 43 then hear from heaven where you live, and grant what they ask of you. In this way, all the people of the earth will 

come to know and fear you, just as your own people Israel do. They, too, will know that this Temple I built honors your name.
2nd Reading - Psalm 84:1-12 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of Heaven’s Armies.
2 I long, yes, I faint with longing to enter the courts of the Lord.
With my whole being, body and soul,
    I will shout joyfully to the living God.
3 Even the sparrow finds a home,
    and the swallow builds her nest and raises her young
at a place near your altar,
    O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, my King and my God!
4 What joy for those who can live in your house,
    always singing your praises. 
5 What joy for those whose strength comes from the Lord,
    who have set their minds on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
6 When they walk through the Valley of Weeping,
    it will become a place of refreshing springs.
    The autumn rains will clothe it with blessings.
7 They will continue to grow stronger,
    and each of them will appear before God in Jerusalem.
8 O Lord God of Heaven’s Armies, hear my prayer.
    Listen, O God of Jacob. 
9 O God, look with favor upon the king, our shield!
    Show favor to the one you have anointed.
10 A single day in your courts is better than a thousand anywhere else!
I would rather be a gatekeeper in the house of my God
    than live the good life in the homes of the wicked.
11 For the Lord God is our sun and our shield.
    He gives us grace and glory.
The Lord will withhold no good thing
    from those who do what is right.
12 O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, 
what joy for those who trust in you.
3rd Reading - New Testament Ephesians 6:10-20 (NLT)
10 A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil 
spirits in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then 
3rd Reading - New Testament Ephesians 6:10-20 (NLT)
after the battle you will still be standing firm. 14 Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness.

 15 For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. 16 In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. 17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.19 And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the right words so I can boldly explain God’s mysterious plan that the Good News is for Jews and Gentiles alike. 20 I am in chains now, still preaching this message as God’s ambassador. So pray that I will keep on speaking boldly for him, as I should.
*Sermon Text - Gospel John 6:56-69 (NLT)
56 Anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57 I live because of the living Father who sent me; in the same way, anyone who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 I am the true bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will not die as your ancestors did (even though they ate the manna) but will live forever.” 59 He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 60 Many of his disciples said, “This is very hard to understand. How can anyone accept it?” 61 Jesus was aware that his disciples were complaining, so he said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what will you think if you see the Son of Man ascend to heaven again? 63 The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But some of you do not believe me.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning which ones didn’t believe, and he knew who would betray him.) 65 Then he said, “That is why I said that people can’t come to me unless the Father gives them to me.” 66 At this point many of his disciples turned away and deserted him. 67 Then Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, “Are you also going to leave?” 68 Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal life. 69 We believe, and we know you are the Holy One of God.”
History of Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation”   (Pg 277)
    “The Church's One Foundation” is a Christian hymn written in the 1860s by Samuel John Stone. This hymn describes the church's relationship to its "foundation" being Jesus Christ. The church is represented as the collective Christian fellowship of the earth as it is wholly united by its savior, the son of God. The hymn itself is based on I Corinthians 3:11: “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (KJV). This hymn is well known for calling the church to be a community. The basis of the text is from the Bible when Christ tells Peter that the church will be built of the rock that is himself. He was the author of many original hymns and translations which were published in 1886. His hymns are hopeful in spirit and skillfully constructed. He published several poetic volumes.
      "The Church's One Foundation" was composed as a primary answer to the division within the Church of South Africa generated by John William Colenso, first Bishop of Natal, who denounced much of the Bible as untrue. This issue is referenced to within the fourth verse of the lyrics "Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed." When Bishop Colenso was dismissed for his teachings, he pleaded to the higher religious authorities in England. It was then that Samuel Stone became included in the discussion. It sparked him to draft a set of hymns based on the Apostles' Creed in 1866. He titled it, Lyra Fidelium; Twelve Hymns on the Twelve Articles of the Apostles' Creed. "The Church's One Foundation" is based on the ninth article, The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints.

NEW ADDRESS: Hannah Klinger has a new address and phone
number if you wish to send her a card or give her a call. Please email or call church office for her address.
History of Hymn: “Come, All Christians, Be Committed”  (Pg 455)
Eva M. Brown Lloyd was born Mar. 9, 1912 in Jameson, Missouri, daughter of Hadley Brown and Sadie E. McNeely and wife of Clarence D. Lloyd. She died Aug. 26, 2006 at Parkdale Manor, Marysville, Missouri.

In her hymn, All Christians, Be Committed, Eva B. Lloyd reminds us that the Christian life is essentially a life of service to others in Jesus’ name. It is a relatively new hymn set to an old tune. The words are by Eva B. Lloyd who composed the hymn in 1963. The hymn first appeared in the 1975 Baptist Hymnal and was included in the 1991, and in our latest hymnal published in 2008.

The tune that Lloyd set her lyrics to is called Beach Spring, and like many of our hymns, is a tune based on a traditional Shaker folk melody of the day. The music was written by B. F. White. White was the editor of a popular hymn book entitled The Sacred Harp, which used “shaped notes”--so-called because the musical notation uses note heads in 4 distinct shapes to aid in sight-reading. The term “sacred harp” refers to the human voice--the musical instrument we were all given at birth. There are Sacred Harp Singing Societies all across the nation, (including one up in Columbia), which continue the tradition of using shaped-note hymnals, and no instrumentation. Some of these groups have been meeting in the same location for over 150 years.

The tune first appeared in White’s 1844 edition of The Sacred Harp. He named the tune for a Baptist Church in Harris County, Georgia located near two beech trees at a spring. The Beech Spring Baptist Church still exists near Pine Mountain, GA.

      The hymn’s theology is about the importance of believers being committed to “the service of the Lord.” As the Apostle James instructs us, we must not be merely “hearers of the Word,” but “Doers of the Word.”

