              Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #23
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Gail Shertzer; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; George Heckard, (Pastor George Heckard’s father); Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Jordan Graeff; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Kelly Shutt; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Clark Ellis; Karen Saul & Caren Straub; Pat Lebo; Tricia Hammaker; Destiny Snyder, (Arletta Thomas’s great-granddaughter)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Ritchie Moorhead (Premier Rm 305B; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
      [image: image1.emf]


SUNDAY AUGUST 30, 2020
                Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

August 30, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We will not be singing hymns but feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         

L:   This place for us is Holy Ground.
P:   The place where we sing songs of praise to the Lord,

      and repeat the stories of faith that inspire us to respond to Christ’s love.

L:   God called us here, in whispering winds and in burning flames,

P:   and with his presence disarms us of the barriers we have placed around us.

L:   Instead, God meets us in our vulnerability, our humanity.

      ALL:   Let us worship the Lord!
           
Scripture Readings
Psalm: Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b     (Pg. 664 O.T. Pew Bible)
*Old Testament:   Exodus 3:1-15      (Pg. 64 O.T. Pew Bible)
Music -   “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”      Page 51 
                           (See Note above)     
Sermon -             “Holy Ground”    

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music -              “I Surrender All”                            Page 366
                                       (See Note above)     

      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Welcome to Worship at the Valleys!  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign your name and address on our welcome card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  Please put prayer requests, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), on back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  
Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions (that are mailed out).   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Surfaces sanitized before/after service.  Council will determine when it is safe for Sunday School, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba, other activities to meet again. If you wish to visit, please do so outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Thank you. Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions. If you prefer, devotions can be emailed to you (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed, financial deposits are done every week. Please call the church office for any questions.

Attendance for Aug. 23: In-person- 32; Face book online- 120 views as of Aug. 26; 66 Face book views for Aug. 16 as of Aug. 26.
                                 CHURCH CALENDAR
No Sunday School or other activities at this time.
Aug. 30 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

Sept.   1 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting
Sept.   6 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

Sept.  8 - 5:30-6:30PM - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday Sept. 3rd.

Sept. 13 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on September 8th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Ham, Scalloped potatoes, green beans, salad, fruit cup, dessert. Meals must be reserved by Thursday September 3rd so we may prepare sufficient food. Sign-up sheet for helpers and donations is on table in social hall.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~             
BOOK: “WHY VS. WHAT- One man’s spiritual journey through tragedy by embracing God’s plan (written by Pastor Ron Reitz) is available to order. 
Book(s) can be ordered by contacting Ron Reitz, 80 Powells Ridge Rd, Halifax, PA 17032 or ron.l.reitz@gmail.com 
Make check payable to Ron Reitz for $15.85 (includes sale’s tax) for each book ordered. 
Link for hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
      Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” CWM RHONDDA
John Hughes | Peter Williams | William Williams           (Page 51 Red Hymnal)
CCLI Song # 1448  CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   Guide me O Thou great Jehovah
Pilgrim through this barren land
I am weak but Thou art mighty
Hold me with Thy pow'rful hand
Bread of heaven Bread of heaven
Feed me now and ever more
Feed me now and ever more
Verse 2   Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow
Let the fiery cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through
Strong Deliverer strong Deliverer
Be Thou still my strength and shield
Be Thou still my strength and shield
Verse 3   When I tread the verge of Jordan
 Bid my anxious fears subside
 Bear Me thro’ the swelling current
 Land me safe on Canaan's side
 Songs of praises songs of praises
 I will ever give to Thee
 I will ever give to Thee
                      (Link for Hymn on Previous page)
Link to Hymn “I Surrender All”
          (Words for hymn “I Surrender All” on next page)
Hymn: “I Surrender All”    (Page 366 Red Hymnal)
Judson Wheeler Van DeVenter | Winfield Scott Weeden

CCLI Song # 23189 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1

All to Jesus I surrender
All to Him I freely give
I will ever love and trust Him
In His presence daily live
Chorus

I surrender all
I surrender all
All to Thee my blessed Savior
I surrender all

Verse 2

All to Jesus I surrender
Humbly at His feet I bow
Worldly pleasures all forsaken
Take me Jesus take me now  Chorus
Verse 3

All to Jesus I surrender
Make me Savior wholly Thine
May Thy Holy Spirit fill me
May I know Thy pow’r divine.   Chorus
Verse 4

All to Jesus I surrender
Lord I give myself to Thee
Fill me with Thy love and power
Let Thy blessing fall on me    Chorus

              History of Hymn: “I Surrender All” 
Judson Van DeVenter was born on a farm in Michigan in 1855. He became an art teacher and supervisor of art in public schools of Sharon, PA after graduating from Hillsdale College. He was an accomplished musician, singer, and composer and also an active layman in his Methodist Episcopal Church, involved in the church’s evangelistic meetings. Recognizing his talent for ministry friends urged him to give up teaching and become an evangelist. Van DeVenter wavered between becoming a recognized artist or devoting himself to ministry. He surrendered his life to Christian service and wrote the text of the hymn while conducting a meeting at the Ohio home of noted evangelist George Sebring. He traveled throughout the United States, England, & Scotland, doing evangelistic work. Winfield S. Weeden, his associate & singer, assisted him for many years. Van DeVenter published more than 60 hymns in his lifetime, but “I Surrender All” is his most famous. “I Surrender All” was put to music by Weeden, and first published in 1896 in Gospel Songs of Grace and Glory, a collection of old and new hymns by various hymnists, complied by Weeden, Van DeVenter, and Leonard Weaver, and published by Sebring Publishing Co. Weeden, born in Ohio in 1847, taught in singing schools prior to becoming an evangelist and was a noted song leader & vocalist. His tombstone is inscribed with the title of this hymn, “I Surrender All”.

        History of Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

William Williams (1717-1791) is author of this popular hymn, (considered by many to be the father of Welsh hymnody), born in Wales, to John & Dorothy Williams. In 1738, after hearing a sermon by the revivalist preacher Howell Harris, a fiery Welsh layman who had been influenced by the Methodist movement in England, Williams discerned his calling to go into the ministry. Williams first pursued becoming an Anglican priest (in the Church of Wales) but soon discovered that his heart was with Harris and itinerant work and left to join the traveling Methodist preachers. Elements of the hardship Williams experienced as a traveling minister can be found throughout “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” Williams beautifully uses imagery from the Old Testament book of Exodus to conjure a theme of God’s guidance through struggle. One of the reasons this hymn has influenced such a broad array of congregants is the universal subject of hardship. In 1744, after being accused of various misdemeanors against the Church of England, Williams devoted himself to Methodism. The hymn text was written soon after this in 1745. While it is still a mystery as to why Williams began composting hymn-texts in his native tongue, United Methodist Hymnal editor Dr. Carlton Young states that he became known as the most famous hymn writer of Welsh ministry.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #23
     
    August 30, 2020                   
      “Holy Ground”

   
      

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 15:16 “Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.”

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: This place for us is Holy Ground.

P: The place where we sing songs of praise to the Lord,

     and repeat the stories of faith that inspire us to respond to Christ’s love.

L: God called us here, in whispering winds and in burning flames,

P: and with his presence disarms us of the barriers we have placed around us.

L: Instead, God meets us in our vulnerability, our humanity.

ALL: Let us worship the Lord!
Invocation:
From all our life’s pathways, you have called us to this place, O Lord. Be with us as we listen for your word and seek your ways. Guide our steps and guard our lives that we may serve you more effectively in this broken world. AMEN.
Readings:

Psalm: Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b

* Old Testament: Exodus 3:1-15
Meditation:
“Holy Ground”


A couple of my favorite memories include fire. The first was visiting and living with my Grandma Sjoberg (pronounced SHOW-burg). Her house had a fireplace in the living room which got lit on special occasions like Thanksgiving and Christmas. Sometimes we got to light it when the winter weather saw the mercury drop below freezing. As grandma and we got older the fireplace got lit more often as we could help clean up afterwards. I would stare for hours into the embers and flames. I’d marvel and got lost in the myriad of reds, oranges, yellows, and ambers. Between the hypnotic affect of the dancing tongues and the occasional crack of a log breaking because of the heat it wouldn’t be long before I was completely relaxed. We even ‘camped’ in front of the fireplace during one blizzard and ice storm when we lost power and heat. I remember those times with deep fondness. 

As both a camper and later counselor at Camp Squanto the climax of the week was the Friday night campfires. The firepit was surrounded by seating in a grove of trees part way up the side of a steep hill. We’d gather there after dark, sing the songs we had learned all week, and listened to one or two counselors share their stories of how they came to faith in Jesus Christ, followed by an invitation for any of those gathered to commit or recommit their lives to Jesus. It truly was Holy Ground. 

I imagine Moses had plenty of experiences with fire, but none like what he encountered that evening in the wilderness on the side of Mount Horeb. He had gone out tending the sheep of his father-in-law. As he was minding the sheep he notices something out of the corner of his eye: a burning bush that wasn’t being consumed by the flames. With his curiosity being piqued, he turned aside to investigate this strange sight. How could a bush engulfed in flames not be used up? 

If the sight of this bush weren’t strange enough, he heard a voice calling to him from the bush when he turned to investigate. I wonder what went through his mind. When Moses said, “Here I am,” God, from the bush tells him to take off his shoes because he is standing on Holy Ground. The ground isn’t holy because of anything special about it. It’s holy because it is a space set apart for a meeting with God at that moment. Anytime, anyplace we meet with God it is both holy time and holy ground. 

The voice from the bush identifies himself to Moses as the God of his ancestors; Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God then tells Moses that he is aware of the groanings and suffering of the Hebrew people in slavery and that he is planning on doing something about it. I’m sure Moses is glad that God has a plan to rescue his people. Glad, that is until God reveals his plan is to send Moses to confront the Egyptian king, or Pharaoh, and demand that he set the Hebrews free. I imagine Moses’s response to be something like, ‘say what?’ 

Moses gets into a debate with God about the wisdom of God’s plan. He is rightfully scared, after all he did grow up in the house of Pharaoh. He was educated in Egyptian schools. He was treated as one of Pharaoh’s family until he fled Egypt after learning of his Hebrew heritage and killing a slave driver for his brutal treatment of the Hebrews. And now God was sending him back to face that all over again. No wonder Moses is looking for any way to not have to go. 

Moses first has a crisis of identity. “Who am I?” he asks. He was filled with self-doubt and insecurity. He had guilt and shame for the murder he committed and the people he abandoned. He was a flawed imperfect person just like we all are and was overwhelmed by the enormity of the job God was calling him to do. Yet God sees more than all of Moses’s shortcomings. He sees the man Moses would become; still flawed, but deeply committed to being with God and doing what God called him to do. 

God encourages Moses by letting him know that he would be with him. God wasn’t sending him off to do the impossible by himself. God wasn’t putting Moses to the test to see if Moses would somehow measure up and earn his place in God’s kingdom. God put Moses through this to show himself (God) faithful and dependable. That you could depend on God to keep his word. And how would Moses know this to be true? When the people of Israel are freed from the hands of the Egyptians and at the very same place Moses was meeting with God to worship God. Faith would be stepping out as God had asked and confirmed by looking back to see God’s promises fulfilled. 

Moses was still concerned. He worried if the Israelites would believe and follow him. How could he prove to them what he said was true? “When they aske me who sent me, what should I tell them?” God says to tell them, “I AM WHO I AM has sent me.” Another way to say God’s name is “I AM as you see me, or as you experience me, or as you see what I’ve done and do.” Then God goes further and repeats what he said earlier that he is the God of their ancestors; of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The God they had heard about and learned about had heard their cries and felt their suffering and would now rescue them through Moses. 

How do we know when we’re standing on Holy Ground? How do we know when we’ve heard the voice of God calling to us? At least one way is when we take notice of something that catches our attention. Another way is when we sense God convicting us and calling us to respond with his love, light, and mercy when we encounter human suffering. It’s Holy Ground when we commune with God simply to be in his presence. It’s Holy Ground when we reach out in God’s love to help someone who’s hurting. It’s Holy Ground whenever we become aware of the presence of God even in the most ordinary of things, like a fire. 

May God’s holy fire continue to burn in your life. May the light that comes from that fire show God’s unquenchable Spirit in and through you so that the world takes notice. May you be continually aware that no matter where you go or what you do you are on Holy Ground because of the presence of God within you. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord of hope, we come to you this day. We have followed many paths and the one of hope leads to this doorway.  Enter our hearts this day as we share our joys and concerns in prayer and in the actions and service that follows. We lift before you situations and people who are in need of your healing mercies and your peace. Help us to be those who would bring this peace to them. Let us be in prayer, lifting our concerns to God. [Sharing of concerns in silent prayer]

As our lives have encountered difficulties and concerns, so, too, are we blessed with great joys. We celebrate these moments of happiness and wonder with each other, lifting up joys and celebrations in our hearts in this congregation this morning.
Lord, bless all those whom we have named before you in our hearts. Touch each life with the blessings and peace and mercy. Give us strength and empower us for the ministries of reconciliation, for it is in your name that we pray. AMEN

Benediction:

God be your comfort, your strength; God be your hope and support; God be your light and your way; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of life, remain with you now and forever. Amen.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
