 Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #31
                            *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Larry Herb, (Hosp., Donna Novinger’s brother); *Janelle Miller, (had surgery); *Deb Polak, (Sharon Fetterhoff’s’sister); Ann Cooper, (Home); Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Kelly Shutt; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie /Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Ellie Hebenthal; Roxanne Fasick; Dennis Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                   AUGUST 8, 2021
     Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
July 25 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                          Norine Goss                  
L:  Hungering and thirsting, we come to the Lord.baffled by the problem of how to feed the thousands 

P:  Jesus is the living bread!
L:  Feed us with your love and healing power, O Lord.

P: Give us the bread of hope and compassion that we may also feed others.
L:   Praise be to you, O Lord, for your compassion for us.
P:   Praise be to you, O Lord, for your steadfast love. AMEN.
 

Invocation                                                            Norine Goss          
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 18-9, 15, 31-33        Donna Novinger
Psalm: Psalm 130:1-8   (Responsively)    (See Insert)  Pastor 
New Testament: Ephesians 4:25-5:2 (See Insert)     Leon Shaffer  
Hymn -        “Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah”     Page 51                                                                        
*Gospel: John 6:41-51    (See Insert)                              Pastor                                         
Sermon:                            “I Am”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -                 “Blessed Be the Name”                    Page 103
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today July 25th the Ninth   Sunday After Pentecost! We are moving towards a more normal way of being together! Masks are no longer required. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Attendance: 

In-person worship for July 18 was 33.
Face book views for July 18 were 53.
Face book views for July 11 were 68.
CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE for Thomas Hale will be held at Valleys on today Sunday August 8th at 3:00PM.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Aug.   8 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               3:00PM - Celebration of Life Service for Thomas Hale
Aug. 10 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup
Aug. 13 - 10:00AM-7:00PM - Free Back-to-school Yard Sale at Camp Hebron Creekside Building

Aug. 14 - 10:00AM-2:00PM - Free Back-to-school Yard Sale at Camp Hebron Creekside Building

Aug.  15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Aug. 18 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting

Aug. 22 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron (Creekside Bldg) 

on Friday August 13th 10:00AM to 7:00PM and Saturday August 14th 10:00AM to 2:00PM this year. GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing, gently used shoes or new shoes is needed. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: (mechanical pencils, big erasers, rulers, scissors are still needed). Drop off clothes and school supplies at Valleys E. C. C. by August 10. 

  Helpers are needed to help move clothing Sat. Aug. 7 9:00AM, sort clothing from August 7th to August 16th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 13th & 14th. 
We are also accepting monetary donations and Wal-Mart gift cards for 
First Day-Fresh Impressions to sponsor a child for shopping. Donations may be sent to The Valleys E. C. C. PO Box H Halifax, PA 17032. Please mark it “Back-to-School” or “Fresh Impressions”.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
                           SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 (NLT)
5 And the king gave this command to Joab, Abishai, and Ittai: “For my sake, deal gently with young Absalom.” And all the troops heard the king give this order to his commanders. 6 So the battle began in the forest of Ephraim, 7 and the Israelite troops were beaten back by David’s men. There was a great slaughter that day, and 20,000 men laid down their lives. 8 The battle raged all across the countryside, and more men died because of the forest than were killed by the sword. 9 During the battle, Absalom happened to come upon some of David’s men. He tried to escape on his mule, but as he rode beneath the thick branches of a great tree, his hair got caught in the tree. His mule kept going and left him dangling in the air.    15 Ten of Joab’s young armor bearers then surrounded Absalom and killed him.   31 Then the man from Ethiopia arrived and said, “I have good news for my lord the king. Today the Lord has rescued you from all those who rebelled against you.” 32 “What about young Absalom?” the king 
demanded. “Is he all right?” And the Ethiopian replied, “May all of your enemies, my lord the king, both now and in the future, share the fate of that young man!” 33 The king was overcome with emotion. He went up to the room over the gateway and burst into tears. And as he went, he cried, “O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I had died instead of you! O Absalom, my son, my son.”
2nd Reading - Psalm 130:1-8 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 From the depths of despair, O Lord, I call for your help.
2 Hear my cry, O Lord. Pay attention to my prayer.
3 Lord, if you kept a record of our sins,
    who, O Lord, could ever survive?
4 But you offer forgiveness, that we might learn to fear you.
5 I am counting on the Lord; yes, I am counting on him.
    I have put my hope in his word.
6 I long for the Lord more than sentries long for the dawn,
    yes, more than sentries long for the dawn.

7 O Israel, hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is unfailing love. His redemption overflows.
8 He himself will redeem Israel from every kind of sin.
3rd Reading - New Testament Ephesians 4:25-5:2 (NLT)
25 So stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors the truth, for we are all parts of the same body. 26 And “don’t sin by letting anger control you.” Don’t let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 for anger gives a foothold to the devil. 28 If you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands for good hard work, and then give generously to others in need. 29 Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. 30 And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember, he has identified you as his own,

guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. 32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.   5 Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. 2 Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.
*Sermon Text - Gospel John 6:41-51 (NRSV)
41 Then the people began to murmur in disagreement because he had said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of Joseph? We know his father and mother. How can he say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 43 But Jesus replied, “Stop complaining about what I said. 44 For no one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me, and at the last day I will raise them up. 45 As it is written in the Scriptures, ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 46 (Not that anyone has ever seen the Father; only I, who was sent from God, have seen him.) 47 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes has eternal life. 48 Yes, I am the bread of life! 49 Your ancestors ate manna in the wilderness, but they all died. 50 Anyone who eats the bread from heaven, however, will never die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live forever; and this bread, which I will offer so the world may live, is my flesh.”
HYMN SING: Our congregation is invited to join the North Cluster of UCC Churches for their annual community hymnsing which will be held on Sunday August 22 at 5:00PM (rain or shine) at St. Peter’s (Hoffman’s) Church (at the church pavilion behind the church) on the South Crossroads (just south of the Gratz Auction). The Joyful Noise Handbell Choir from St. Paul’s UCC, Sacramento, PA, will also share their music. Homemade ice cream and other goodies will be provided (you are welcome to bring something to share as well).
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
History of Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
William Williams (1717-1791) is author of this popular hymn, (considered by many to be the father of Welsh hymnody), born in Wales, to John & Dorothy Williams. In 1738, after hearing a sermon by the revivalist preacher Howell Harris, a fiery Welsh layman who had been influenced by the Methodist movement in England, Williams discerned his calling to go into the ministry. Williams first pursued becoming an Anglican priest (in the Church of Wales) but soon discovered that his heart was with Harris and itinerant work and left to join the traveling Methodist preachers. Elements of the hardship Williams experienced as a traveling minister can be found throughout “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” Williams beautifully uses imagery from the Old Testament book of Exodus to conjure a theme of God’s guidance through struggle. One of the reasons this hymn has influenced such a broad array of congregants is the universal subject of hardship. In 1744, after being accused of various misdemeanors against the Church of England, Williams devoted himself to Methodism. The hymn text was written soon after this in 1745. While it is still a mystery as to why Williams began composting hymn-texts in his native tongue, United Methodist Hymnal editor Dr. Carlton Young states that he became known as the most famous hymn writer of Welsh ministry.

     History of Hymn: “Blessed Be the Name” 

     A song which echoes this statement of praise to God made by Job is "Blessed Be The Name" (cf. #134 in Sacred Selections for the Church). The text was written by William H. Clark (1854-1925). No information about this individual can be found other than that he lived and worked primarily in the late nineteenth century.  The song may date from 1888 but its first documented appearance was in the 1891 Hymns of the Christian Life compiled by R. Kelso Carter and A. B. Simpson. The refrain seems to be one of those "wandering choruses" of camp meeting origin which was often appended to many different sets of words. The present arrangement appears to be the work of Ralph Erskine Hudson (1843-1901). He used it in his Songs for the Ransomed of 1887, possibly being the composer or more likely the arranger.
     The tune (Blessed Name) is often identified as a folk hymn. It appears to be derived from a melody by English minister and church musician William Henry Havergal (1793-1870). The original dates to around 1846 or 1847. It was adapted by Hudson in his 1887 Songs for the Ransomed for use with Charles Wesley’s 1739 hymn "O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing." The present arrangement was made for Clark’s text by William James Kirkpatrick (1838-1921). The song was copyrighted in 1888 and first published in Carter and Simpson’s 1891 Hymns of the Christian’s Life.   

      The refrain uses words spoken by Job and recorded in the book entitled with his name to express praise to the Lord-both God the Father who planned this great redemption, and His Son Jesus Christ who carried it out. 

      The actual phrase, “Blessed be the name of the Lord” is found in the Bible three times (KJV, NKJV, NRSV). In Job 1:21, Psalm 113:1-2, Daniel 2:19-20. To these may be added many variations such as: “Blessed be the Lord” (Psalm 41:13), and “Bless the Lord” (Psalm 103.:1). The Hebrew word translated “blessed” or “bless” is barak. It means to kneel (as in reverent submission before a sovereign,) or to offer praise. “Blessed be the Lord (Psalm 41:13); “Bless the Lord” (Psalm 103.1) are found in KJV, NKJV, NRSV.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #31  
                August 8, 2021                     
                        “I AM”

   
      
                    11th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Hungering and thirsting, we come to the Lord.

P: Jesus is the living bread!

L: Feed us with your love and healing power, O Lord.

P: Give us the bread of hope and compassion that we may also feed others.

L: Praise be to you, O Lord, for your compassion for us.

P: Praise be to you, O Lord, for your steadfast love. AMEN.

Invocation:

O Bread of heaven, come down. Come down and fill us with your Spirit— for your Spirit satisfies like no other. We hunger and thirst for you this morning and long to be nurtured
in your love and forgiveness. So we come to this sacred time and place, where our hungers are finally and fully satisfied as only your bread can do. We will wait and listen for your leading in this hour. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
Psalm: Psalm 130
New Testament: Ephesians 4:25-5:2
* Gospel: John 6:41-51
Meditation:

“I AM”

Some of my fondest memories of growing up involved family gatherings at Thanksgiving and Christmas. My mother’s side of the family is Swedish, so family gatherings almost always involved traditional Swedish foods. My personal favorite is what is known as “Limpa,” or Swedish Rye bread. Limpa is made with a combination of molasses, anise, orange peel, and other ingredients that give it a uniquely wonderful flavor. As a child, in so many ways, this was bread from heaven! 


In this week’s Gospel text from John, Jesus continues identifying himself as ‘the Bread of Life’ or ‘the Bread from Heaven.’ Jesus fed the 5,000 earlier in the chapter and that miraculous feeding becomes the backdrop of all that follows in chapter 6. The people have been fed both physically and spiritually. But the people only seem to want to have their needs, desires and fancies met. They were not terribly interested in anything deeper. The problem was not with the Jewish people, in general; the problem lay with the religious leaders who were both threatened and jealous of Jesus’ popularity with the common person. They sought to stir the people against Jesus at every opportunity. This event was no exception. 


The leaders were still grumbling and upset because Jesus said, “I am the bread come down from heaven.” First they raised the issue of being too familiar with Jesus’ family. “This is Jesus, the son of Joseph. We know his mother and his family.” This was a similar argument made in Mark when Jesus was rejected in Nazareth. Those leaders couldn’t see past their own prejudices and limited thinking about how God could and would work. They couldn’t believe that God would work through someone familiar and known. And so they completely missed the amazing thing God was doing in their very midst. 


Jesus goes on to point out that only those whom God was drawing to himself would believe in Jesus. The truth is that God is drawing all people to himself. The problem is that many people, like these religious leaders, refuse to see the activity of God in their lives. Again, they are so locked into their own beliefs about God and how God ‘should’ work they end up missing the actual work of God. 


Jesus reiterates his claim that he is the Bread come down from Heaven. Jesus links who he is and his mission with God’s provision of life giving bread, ‘manna,’ that God provided the Israelites in their desert wanderings. The religious leaders took great pride in their being part of Israel, God’s chosen people, and their rich heritage of God intervening in many miraculous ways. And while God provided this manna to keep his people alive, they eventually died. This new bread, the Bread of Life, also provided by God would now provide eternal life. Jesus is this bread. 


When Jesus says, ‘I am,’ he is claiming something even more audacious than his claim of being ‘the Bread come down from heaven.’ If I were to translate the original language into English it could read “I, I am,” or “I AM!” Not only is this a forceful claim to identity, but it is also a clear claim to his deity. This is one of Jesus’ ‘I AM’ statements that occurs in John’s Gospel. You may remember that ‘I AM’ is the English translation of the Hebrew name for God that God used to identify himself to Moses and the Israelites. Jesus’ use of this name would not have been lost on the religious leaders. Jesus saying, ‘I AM,’ along with referring to himself as the Bread of Life is a big part of what angered the religious leaders. 


Jesus goes on to make another startling statement. Not only was he the Bread of Life, but the only way to experience eternal life is to eat it. And this bread is nothing short of Jesus’ own flesh. Can you imagine the surprise and shock that those who heard what Jesus said must have experienced? It sounded like he was calling them into some sort of cannibalism. Not only was the idea of eating human flesh abhorrent, it also flew in the face everything kosher law mandated. There were very strict laws about how meat was to be prepared for eating. There were strict laws about being near a dead body and how that would make someone ceremonially ‘unclean.’ There were laws about how a person was not to have contact with blood; that blood from animals that were to be consumed had to be removed as blood was what gave life. And again, they missed the deeper meaning to Jesus’ claim. 


The deeper meaning being that eternal life, life with God forever, was only possible through fully believing in Jesus Christ. The biblical idea of belief was more than just agreeing with a particular set of facts. It is more than just agreeing with a particular person. Biblical belief is about taking what or who you agree with and staking everything you have, everything you are on that person/belief. It’s taking that belief and putting it into action in the way that one lives. Jesus is taking it a step further. 

Jesus is inviting any of us who would believe in him to make him an integral part of our lives. He wants to have a life-giving relationship with us based on faith, hope, and love. Just as when we consume bread and make it a part of us, in a very real sense Jesus is inviting us to ‘consume’ him to make him a part of us, and us a part of him. How will you respond to Jesus amazing invitation? 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Do we really dare to believe in you, Jesus? That is a question that often goes unspoken but does rest in our hearts. Lord, help us in our unbelief. Help us to be courageous enough to accept the love that you have for us and the power you have to forgive and heal our souls. We live in a time of great hostility, fear and strife. It is easy for us to succumb to the terrors and forget that you are with us at all times, seeking peace and hope. You have asked us to be instruments of peace and justice. To do this we need to change our attitudes and practices to reflect your love and compassion and not be vehicles for our greed or need for approval. Jesus, the Bread of Life, has taught us the importance of serving others, and in that service we will do honor to you. Create in us hearts that are eager to serve and witness to your love. Open our lives this day and pour your healing mercies into them, that we may be messengers of hope to all whom we meet.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Go forth and live as Christ in the world. Speak and live with integrity as you journey through this new week, knowing that God will satisfy your every need and lead you to a victorious life. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
