           Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #36
                   *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Ed Berra; Laurel Guertin; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Phil Guertin, (Rehab.); Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Janelle Miller; Deb Polak; Kelly Richter; Ellen Snyder, (Gail Shertzer’s sister)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger (has new address); June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                   SEPTEMBER 12, 2021
    Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
September 12 - Worship, 10:15AM
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Dave Novinger                  
L:  Wisdom cries out in the streets.
P: We hear and struggle to understand.
L:  Come and listen to the words of life and love.
P: We hear and proclaim our faith in the one who brings life.
L:  Let us worship the God of life and wisdom whose words  guide our life on the right paths.   
 

Invocation                                                  Dave Novinger          
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Proverbs 1:20-33           (See Insert)   Bob Endy                                                            
Psalm: Psalm 19:1-14   (Responsively)  (See Insert)   Pastor 
New Testament: James 3:1-12 (See Insert)   
Hymn -  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”       Page 97                                                                        
*Gospel: Mark 8:27-38                             (See Insert)   Pastor     
Sermon:         “Who Do You Say That I Am?”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -   “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”           Page 376
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today September 12th  the Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost! We are moving towards a more normal way of being together! Masks are no longer required. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. 
Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.

If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 

In-person worship for Sept. 5 was 31.
Face book views for Sept. 5 were 33.
Face book views for Aug. 26 were 26.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sept. 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Sept. 14 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup
Sept. 15 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Sept. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Sept. 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday September 14th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu:

Campfire Bundles (Meatballs, carrots, celery, potatoes in a gravy), Salad, Dinner roll, Fruit salad, Dessert.  Please call by Thursday Sept. 9th to reserve meal. Please see the donation/helper list. Helpers and donations are needed!
COUNCIL WILL MEET on Wednesday Sept. 15th at 7:00PM.

MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL: There was no devotional for last week August 22 as Pastor Dave had a family emergency and was unable to do a devotional. The bulletin for last Sunday August 22 was not sent in the mail. Please check the church website for the Aug. 22 bulletin. We are sorry for the confusion. Circumstances were beyond our control.
SCRIPTURE READINGS   1st Reading - Proverbs 1:20-33 (NLT) 
20 Wisdom shouts in the streets. She cries out in the public square.
21 She calls to the crowds along the main street, to those gathered in front of the city gate: 22 “How long, you simpletons, will you insist on being simpleminded? How long will you mockers relish your 
mocking? How long will you fools hate knowledge? 23 Come and listen to my counsel. I’ll share my heart with you and make you wise. 24 “I called you so often, but you wouldn’t come. I reached out to you, but you paid no attention. 25 You ignored my advice and rejected the correction I offered. 26 So I will laugh when you are in trouble! I will mock you when disaster overtakes you— 27 when calamity overtakes you like a storm, when disaster engulfs you like a cyclone, and anguish and distress overwhelm you. 28 “When they cry for help, I will not answer. Though they anxiously search for me, they will not find me. 29 For they hated knowledge and chose not to fear the Lord.
30 They rejected my advice and paid no attention when I corrected them. 31 Therefore, they must eat the bitter fruit of living their own way, choking on their own schemes. 32 For simpletons turn away from me—to death. Fools are destroyed by their own complacency.
33 But all who listen to me will live in peace, untroubled by fear of harm.”
2nd Reading - Psalm 19:1-14 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 The heavens proclaim the glory of God.
    The skies display his craftsmanship.
2 Day after day they continue to speak;
    night after night they make him known.
3 They speak without a sound or word; their voice is never heard.
4 Yet their message has gone throughout the earth, and their words to all the world. God has made a home in the heavens for the sun.
5 It bursts forth like a radiant bridegroom after his wedding.
    It rejoices like a great athlete eager to run the race.
6 The sun rises at one end of the heavens and follows its course to the other end. Nothing can hide from its heat.
7 The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul.

The decrees of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
8 The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart.
2nd Reading - Psalm 19:1-14 (Responsive) (NLT)
The commands of the Lord are clear, giving insight for living.
9 Reverence for the Lord is pure, lasting forever.
The laws of the Lord are true; each one is fair.
10 They are more desirable than gold, even the finest gold.
They are sweeter than honey, even honey dripping from the comb.
11 They are a warning to your servant,
    a great reward for those who obey them.
12 How can I know all the sins lurking in my heart?
    Cleanse me from these hidden faults.
13 Keep your servant from deliberate sins! Don’t let them control me. Then I will be free of guilt and innocent of great sin.
14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be pleasing to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
  
3rd Reading - New Testament James 3:1-12 (NLT)
3 Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers in the church, for we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could 

control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way. 3 We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a small bit in its mouth. 4 And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to go, even though the winds are strong. 5 In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. 6 And among all the parts of the body, the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself. 7 People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, 8 but no one can tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison. 9 Some-

times it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been made in the image of God. 10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right! 11 Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter water? 12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring.
    *Sermon Text - Gospel Mark 8:27-38 (NLT)
27 Jesus and his disciples left Galilee and went up to the villages near Caesarea Philippi. As they were walking along, he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 28 “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say you are one of the other prophets.” 29 Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” Peter replied, “You are the Messiah.” 30 But Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 31 Then Jesus began to tell them that the Son of Man must suffer many terrible things and be rejected by the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He would be killed, but three days later he would rise from the dead. 32 As he talked about this openly with his disciples, Peter took him aside and began to reprimand him for saying such things. 33 Jesus turned around and looked at his disciples, then reprimanded Peter. “Get away from me, Satan!” he said. “You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.” 34 Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 35 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it. 36 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? 37 Is anything worth more than your soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in these adulterous and sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Hymn story of  “I Have Decided To Follow Jesus” About 150 years ago, there was a great revival in Wales. Many missionaries came to north-east India to spread the Gospel. The region known as Assam was comprised of hundreds of tribes who were primitive and aggressive head-hunters. Into these hostile and aggressive communities, came a group of missionaries from the American Baptist Missions spreading the message of love, peace and hope in Jesus Christ. Naturally, they were not welcomed. One missionary succeeded in converting a man, his wife, and two children. This man’s faith proved contagious and many villagers began to accept Christianity.  Angry, the village chief summoned all the villagers. He then called the family who had first converted to renounce their faith in public or face execution. Moved by the Holy Spirit, the man instantly composed a song which became famous down the years. He sang: “I have decided to follow Jesus. I have decided to follow Jesus. I have decided to follow Jesus. No turning back, no turning back.” Enraged at the refusal of the man, the chief ordered his archers to arrow down the two children. As both boys lay twitching on the floor, the chief asked, “Will you deny your faith? You have lost both your children. You will lose your wife too.” But the man sang these words in reply: “Though no one joins me, still I will follow. Though no one joins me, still I will follow. Though no one joins me, still I will follow. No turning back, no turning back.” The chief was beside himself with fury and ordered his wife to be arrowed down. In a moment she joined her two children in death. Now he asked for the last time, “I will give you one more opportunity to deny your faith and live.”In the face of death the man sang the final memorable lines: “The cross before me, the world behind me. The cross before me, the world behind me. The cross before me, the world behind me. No turning back, no turning back.” He was shot dead like the rest of his family. But with their deaths, a miracle took place. The chief who had ordered the killings was moved by the faith of the man. He wondered, “Why should this man, his wife and two children die for a Man who lived in a far-away land on another continent some 2,000 years ago? There must be some remarkable power behind the family’s faith, and I too want to taste that faith.” In a spontaneous confession of faith, he declared, “I too belong to Jesus Christ!” When the crowd heard this from the mouth of their chief, the whole village accepted Christ as their Lord and Saviour. The song is based on the last words of Nokseng, a man from Garo tribe of Assam (now Meghalaya and some in Assam), India. It is today the song of the Garo people. Believers in India are often shunned, unjustly arrested, attacked—even killed—because they choose to follow Jesus and not Hinduism or the local religion. Our Indian family needs the prayers of the global church to stand strong in the midst of persecution—and to remain a light for Christ in the world’s second-most populated country.
Hymn story “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

'All Hail The Power of Jesus Name', a late-18th-century hymn is one of the most well-known popular hymns in Christianity. It is sung in almost all the major Christian denominations and found in most hymns. It appears in hymnals with as many as three different tunes: CORONATION, DIADEM and MILES’ LANE. Each tune reflects a different cultural and denominational context in which this text is sung. Another unusual aspect of “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” is the number of modifications that have been made from the original text. The original hymn text dates from 1779 and 1780, first printed in November 1779 in the Gospel Magazine, a publication by “Rock of Ages” composer Augustus M. Toplady. An eight-stanza version appeared just a year later in the same magazine titled, “On the Resurrection. The Lord is King.” Massive alterations began as early as 1787 when the text was included in John Rippon’s Selection of Hymns with the title “The Spiritual Coronation, Canticles 3:11”—a reference to the Song of Songs: “Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold King Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart.” British hymnologist and literary scholar J.R. Watson notes, “By applying Solomon’s crowning to this hymn, the Old Testament reference is seen as Solomon’s prefiguring of Christ.” Perronet (1726-1792) was born in Sundridge, England, and died in Canterbury. His family came from the Huguenots of Switzerland, and according to The UM Hymnal editor Carlton Young, “was closely associated with and esteemed by the Wesleys.” Wesley encouraged Perronet to preach, but Perronet didn’t want to but Wesley persisted and . announced that, “Brother Perronet will now speak.” Perronet stood before a large crowd and declared, “I will now deliver the greatest sermon ever preached on earth.” He then read the Sermon on the Mount and promptly sat down.  The tunes commonly associated with this famous text reveal much about this joyful expression of the 18th-century evangelical revival movement. CORONATION is a tune by American Oliver Holden (1792) and was first published in Boston in 1793. A stately tune in duple meter, it has the character of a coronation march. DIADEM was composed by James Ellor in 1838 at the age of 19 for the anniversary of a Wesleyan Sunday school in his hometown of Droylsden, Manchester. This tune, in triple rhythm, has the feel of a stately minuet and suggests an anthem to be sung by a choir, especially with the independent parts of the refrain. It is indeed thrilling to hear congregations or church musicians sing this version in four parts. The tune originally paired with this text, MILES’ LANE, does not appear in The United Methodist Hymnal. Written by William Shrubsole (1760-1806), it is less favored, in light of the other more buoyant tune options.
Regardless of the tune, the version we sing today leaves no doubt that the entire earth—from the “chosen seed of Israel’s race” and “sinners” and “martyrs” to “every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball”—will sing the “everlasting song” at Jesus’ feet. Now that will be a song to hear!
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                    16th Sunday after Pentecost
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Wisdom cries out in the streets.
P: We hear and struggle to understand.
L: Come and listen to the words of life and love.
P: We hear and proclaim our faith in the one who brings life.
L: Let us worship the God of life and wisdom whose words guide our life on the right          paths.                                                

Invocation:

Loving and caring God, we come this morning seeking wisdom and guidance for our lives. Open us to your words of life and love and truth. May we proclaim with our tongues what we know in our hearts. In this time of worship, help us more fully understand what it means to truly be a disciple, a follower of the way of Jesus, a follower of the path of wisdom. May the words of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable to you, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Proverbs 1:20-33
Psalm: Psalm 19
New Testament: James 3:1-12
*Gospel: Mark 8:27-38
Meditation:

“Who Do You Say That I Am?”

Have you ever given much thought as to what other people think of you? Do you ever flash back to those dizzying days of junior high school when you or a friend would try to find out what a possible love interest thought of you or someone else? Chances are any form of communication went through at least three or four other people. Of course you could never be quite sure what the person of interest really said and what was either left out or embellished upon for the amusement of others. 

When we purchase something or get our cars serviced we are sometimes subjected to performance or customer satisfaction surveys. People, companies, and so on are not necessarily interested in our opinions on a wide range of topics, but they (and we) are very interested in what others think about us and the things directly in our interest. 

In our text today we read of Jesus asking what other people are saying about him. Jesus would often ask his disciples questions on their walks, so this wasn’t really out of the ordinary. So the disciples reply with what they have been hearing as they’ve been among other people. 

Their answers show that the people don’t really quite know what to make of Jesus. They acknowledge that he is some sort of prophet, and a good one at that. Some think that he is Elijah who they know is supposed to be the forerunner of the Messiah. Some even think that he is John the Baptist come back from the dead. But that’s all the disciples report. It seems rather non-committal and evasive. In fact they avoid making any guesses of their own, regardless of what suspicions they may have had. 

Jesus is conducting more than just a public opinion survey. He is challenging his disciples to draw their own conclusions. But this is risky for the disciples. They knew that anyone declaring someone as a Messiah, Christ or god publicly was to risk execution as a traitor to Rome. In Roman culture only the Emperor could be worshipped as a god. He was considered part of the Roman pantheon of gods. So for the disciples to publicly declare Jesus as Messiah or Lord was no small thing. It was an act of rebellion punishable by death. 

You have to admire Peter then. He sometimes gets a bad rap for putting his foot in his mouth, but he at least tries, and seldom remains passive. He takes a stand in front of his brother and friends and declares what his heart is telling him is true about his Rabbi, that ‘you are the Messiah.’ 

Some critics are quick to point out that Jesus doesn’t make this claim for himself. But Jesus doesn’t deny it either. In fact he tells his disciples to not share this with anyone. Jesus is not ready for his identity to be made known just yet. This is a repetition of the secrecy motif I mentioned last week. Jesus’ request for secrecy is in itself an agreement with Peter’s claim. 

And then Jesus goes on to reveal in plain terms just what the nature of his ministry is all about. The heart of his mission as Messiah is to suffer and die, although Mark doesn’t go into why this must be. But he is not to remain dead. After three days he will rise. The disciples don’t seem to hear this second part. They are so caught up in this horrifying news that they cannot hear the hope and promise that comes after suffering and death. And who can blame them. Here they are with their master, seeing all of these miracles, performing some of them themselves, riding a wave of moderate but growing popularity, and now confronted with the news that Jesus will soon be dead. 

Peter, bolstered by his Lord’s praise for his insight, decides he will set Jesus straight. He and the other disciples will never let this happen. They are loyal and devoted. The text in the original language implies that Peter acted like a parent or teacher setting a younger person straight. And of course Jesus puts Peter back in his place. Jesus lets Peter know that he is acting on human wisdom, and not on God’s wisdom. He has put himself in the role of an adversary of God (Satan) and that is why Jesus’ remark is so hard and blunt. 

Jesus goes on to tell the disciples just what the implications of his mission mean for them. It is nothing short of a cross for themselves. While history has shown that for most of them it was not a literal cross, but following Jesus meant a life of self-sacrifice that was characterized by service to others and a denial of their own desires and needs to the point of possible suffering and death; not exactly the kind of positive recruitment plan you would expect when building an organization!

To be a disciple is to literally walk in the path of your master. Being a disciple is more than just agreeing with what the master is teaching. It is more than just joining a fan club. In the days of Jesus, would be disciples applied to become the student of one rabbi or another. And the rabbis would only pick those who they felt would be able to follow the rabbinical teachings with their lifestyles. They would only pick the best of the best. And at each stage of advancement students would either go on to the next level, or they would go back to the family business. It means if you were working on a farm, fishing, doing carpentry, or other type of non-religious work, it meant that you weren’t considered the best of the best by the rabbis. 

Jesus’ call to follow him is no less rigorous. He requires whole life disciples. But the remarkable thing about Jesus’ approach to recruiting disciples wasn’t based on application. It wasn’t based on status, wealth, education, looks, social position, or popularity. He called disciples based on potential. And calling them was not based on their internal potential to succeed. It was based on Christ’s knowledge that with God, all things are possible. He knew that no one could live up to the requirements of being his disciple on human strength of will alone. He knew that it would take nothing short of an internal transformation that anyone could experience by acting on faith in him. 

German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer said that “the call to follow Christ is to come, take up your cross, and die.” It is only in denying our claim to our own life and fully surrendering to Jesus that we experience the freedom to follow Christ as his disciple. 

Many Christians in our society have forgotten the all-consuming call of the Gospel. The church, in order to draw more people in, have succumbed to marketing strategies that offer a watered down Gospel that provides comfort and a life of ease, not to mention an eternal life insurance policy. We have been guilty of preaching about what God can do for us as if God were some sort of cosmic dispenser of all good things instead of the creator of the universe who, by right, asks us for our love and allegiance regardless of our life’s circumstances. 

This text in Mark is a reminder to us that the call to follow Christ is a serious matter. It is one that demands our whole lives. Being a Christian is more than just believing the right things. It is more than church membership or coming to church on Sundays. Being a follower of Christ is more than belonging to the right denomination or being seen with the right people. It is more than just doing the right things or avoiding doing the wrong things. Being a disciple of Jesus Christ is to serve God and each other with the same love and devotion that Jesus did. It is to live in such a way that our main consideration is if God is pleased with our lives and the way we’ve chosen to live them. 

But being a follower of Jesus Christ doesn’t mean that there is no joy or hope. It doesn’t mean that there aren’t celebrations and parties. Our joy and hope as disciples comes to us as a promise of life forever with the lover of our souls: Jesus Christ. And we get a glimpse of that life here and now through the Holy Spirit living and breathing within us. We experience that joy and hope in our community of faith and with other followers of Jesus. We experience that joy when we learn of others coming to faith. We celebrate when we learn of God’s activity of restoration and healing in the lives of those we care for, and in our greater world. 

Rabbis in Jesus’ day referred to their teachings and instructions as their yoke. When Jesus invites us to take his yoke upon us, he is inviting us to be his disciple. We don’t need to be the best of the best to apply. He promises his yoke is easy and light for all those who are weary and weak of trying to get by another way. He can promise this because he knows that we don’t do this alone. We follow him together and with the life of God through the Holy Spirit living in and through us. 

May we not lose sight of the cost of the call to follow Jesus, and may we never find that cost a burden we have to carry on our own. May we continue to find grace, joy, and hope as we follow Christ together. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
God of mercy and of hope, be with us this day. We have gathered here to learn of your will for us. Sometimes it is not easy for us to realize that if we are to follow Jesus we will have to make a total commitment to his ways. We will have to actually put into practice the good news of compassionate love, and healing mercies. Our hearts are filled with situations concerning family and friends, concerning neighborhood and world. We seek your healing mercies for these situations. Help us to remember that the same healing mercy is offered to each one of us.. Give us strength and courage to really follow Jesus. For it is in His Name, we pray. AMEN.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Go in peace and know that God walks with you on this journey. Bring the good news of Christ’s healing love to all whom you meet. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
