            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #25
                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Janet Zimmerman Family (Gail Shertzer’s friend); Paul Enders; Donna Donahue & Family of Ritchie Moorhead; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Gail Shertzer; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; George Heckard, (Pastor George Heckard’s father); Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Jordan Graeff; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Kelly Shutt; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Clark Ellis; Karen Saul & Caren Straub; Pat Lebo; Tricia Hammaker; Destiny Snyder
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
      [image: image1.emf]


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
                Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

September 13, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Sing praise to God who rescues us when we fall

P: Sing praise to God who walks with us on all our journeys!
L:  Even though we fall, God lifts us and places us on paths of peace.

P:  Even though we stray, God finds us and brings us back to lives of hope.
L:   Thanks be to God, whose love is continually with us

P:   Praise be to God, whose mercy is over us all. AMEN.
Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 103 (Responsive)     (Pg. 831 Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: Romans 14:1-12  (Pg. 216 N.T. Pew Bible)
*Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35           (Pg. 27 N.T. Pew Bible)
Music -    “And Can It Be?”  (See Note above)      Page 203                         
Sermon -        “The Gift of Forgiveness”    

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music -    “At Calvary”        (See Note above)         Page 338
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). If you wish to visit, please do so outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Thank you.   Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions. If you prefer, devotions can be emailed to you (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed if you are not coming to Worship Service. 

Attendance for Sept 6: In-person- 31; Face book online- 77 views as of Sept. 9th; 67 Face book views for Aug. 30 as of Sept. 9th. 
Please note: Pastor Guertin will be out of town Wed. Sept. 16th thru Sat. Sept. 19th. Pastor Gail Boyer will cover any pastoral needs during this time. Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) for pastoral needs and we will inform Pastor Boyer.
Sunday September 20th Pastor Ron Reitz will be the Guest Speaker.
                            CHURCH CALENDAR
No Sunday School or other activities at this time.
Sept. 13 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

Sept. 14 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting 

                (Council meeting has been changed for Sept. meeting)
Please Note: Sept. 16-19 - Pastor Guertin will be out of town. Pastor Gail Boyer will cover any pastoral needs during this time. Please call the church office for pastoral needs.

Sept. 20 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

                 Pastor Ron Reitz will be Guest Speaker

GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~             
BOOK: “WHY VS. WHAT- One man’s spiritual journey through tragedy by embracing God’s plan (written by Pastor Ron Reitz) is available to order. 
Book(s) can be ordered by contacting Ron Reitz, 80 Powells Ridge Rd, Halifax, PA 17032 or ron.l.reitz@gmail.com 
Make check payable to Ron Reitz for $15.85 (includes sale’s tax) for each book ordered. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sept. Community meal served 71 meals (and about 8 helpers). Many people that we serve meals say “You don’t know how grateful we are for these meals, it is a great blessing! Thank you so much!”
Link for hymn: “And Can It Be?”  
Hymn: “And Can It be?”  (Page 203 Red Hymnal)
Charles Wesley | Thomas Campbell   (Sagina)

CCLI Song # 25280    CCLI License # 2572107

   Verse 1  And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Savior's blood
Died He for me who caused His pain
For me who Him to death pursued
Amazing love how can it be
That Thou my God shouldst die for me
Amazing love how can it be
That Thou my God shouldst die for me

   Verse 2  He left His Father's throne above
So free so infinite His grace
Emptied Himself of all but love
And bled for Adam's helpless race
'Tis mercy all immense and free
For O my God it found out me
'Tis mercy all immense and free
For O my God it found out me
   Verse 3  Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature's night
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray
I woke the dungeon flamed with light
My chains fell off my heart was free
I rose went forth and followed Thee
My chains fell off my heart was free
I rose went forth and followed Thee

   Verse 4 No condemnation now I dread
Jesus and all in Him is mine
Alive in Him my living Head
And clothed in righteousness divine
Bold I approach th'eternal throne
And claim the crown through Christ my own
Bold I approach th'eternal throne
And claim the crown through Christ my own

       (Please see link for this hymn on previous page)
Hymn: “At Calvary”(Page 338 Red Hymnal) Daniel Brink Towner | 
William Reed Newell  CALVARY CCLI Song # 55298 CCLI License # 2572107
  Verse 1  Years I spent in vanity and pride
Caring not my Lord was crucified
Knowing not it was for me He died on Calvary
  Chorus  Mercy there was great and grace was free
Pardon there was multiplied to me
There my burdened soul found liberty at Calvary
  Verse 2  By God's Word at last my sin I learned
Then I trembled at the law I'd spurned
Till my guilty soul imploring turned to Calvary
  Verse 3  Now I've given to Jesus everything
Now I gladly own Him as my King
Now my raptured soul can only sing of Calvary
  Verse 4  Oh the love that drew salvation's plan
Oh the grace that bro’t it down to man
Oh the mighty gulf that God did span at Calvary
Link to Hymn “At Calvary”

                       History of Hymn: “At Calvary”

Born May 22, 1868 in Savannah, Ohio William Newell was an evangelist, Bible teacher and served for a time as assistant superintendent of Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois. One day while on his way to teach a class, he thought about what Christ had done for him on the cross. The words to “At Calvary” came to him, he entered an empty classroom and wrote them down on an old envelope. He gave the words to Daniel Towner, who was the director of music at the school. Within an hour, our hymn, “At Calvary was born. In 1895 it was published and Christians around the world have sang this testimonial as their own. Newell died on April 1, 1956, in Florida.
              History of hymn “And Can It Be?”

   “And Can It Be That I Should Gain?” is a Christian hymn written by Charles Wesley. Diamaid MacCulloch suggests that the hymn is one of the best-loved of Wesley’s six thousand hymns. It is also the source for the 200e song “You Are My King (Amazing Love)” which reached No. 1 on the Billboard Christian songs chart. “And Can It Be” was written in 1738 to celebrate Wesley’s conversion, which he regarded as having taken place on May 21 of that year. The lines “My chains fell off, my heart was free/I rose, went forth, and followed thee” are based on the story of the Liberation of Saint Peter in the New Testament.

    “And Can It Be” was first published in John Wesley’s Psalms and Hymns (1738). It is subtitled “Free Grace” in John and Charles Wesley’s Hymns and Sacred Poems (1729). Traditionally one of the great hymns of Methodism, this text appears in a number of modern hymnals.

Obituary for Ritchie Moorhead 
   (This will not be in the newspaper per Ritchie’s wishes.)
Ritchie R. Moorhead, 80 passed peacefully into heavenly glory on Tuesday, September 1, 2020 at Premier at Susquehanna Millersburg. He was an avid fisherman and member of the Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church in Halifax, Pennsylvania, where he was a deacon. Ritchie graduated from Nescopeck High School and Millersville University. He taught industrial arts in PA and NY states. He was predeceased by a daughter, Kathy Moorhead Bender of Canada. He is survived by his brother, Curtis (Mary Ellen) Moorhead, and two nephews of Mifflinville, Pennsylvania, and Donna Donahue of Halifax, Pennsylvania. He will be very much missed by his family and friends. No memorial service is planned due to the Covid 19 Pandemic. If anyone wishes to give a donation to Valleys ECC in memory of Ritchie, to please mark it “Missions”. 

Donna’s address if you wish to send a card:

Donna Donahue

3694 Peters Mountain Rd.

Halifax, PA 17032

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #25
          September 13, 2020              “The Gift of Forgiveness”

   
      

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 103:8-13 “The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him.”
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: Sing praise to God who rescues us when we fall!
P: Sing praise to God who walks with us on all our journeys!
L: Even though we fall, God lifts us and places us on paths of peace.
P: Even though we stray, God finds us and brings us back to lives of hope.
L: Thanks be to God, whose love is continually with us.
P: Praise be to God, whose mercy is over us all. AMEN.
Invocation:
We sing and speak your praise, O God, grateful for the many ways in which you have forgiven and healed us. Keep our hearts, our minds, and our spirits open to learn ways in which we can offer forgiving, healing love for others. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 103:1-13 #831 (Blue)

New Testament: Romans 14:1-12

*Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

Meditation:
“The Gift of Forgiveness”


On June 17, 1996 Andrew Young was driving home from a convenience store with his brother. They had stopped to cash a check at the store on the border of the far north side of Chicago and Evanston. Mario Ramos and some friends, who were members of the Latin Kings street gang, walked in front of the parked car and threw down some gang signs. Andrew and the other car occupants ignored the gang members and drove off. Mario and the other gangbangers took that as a sign of disrespect and took off on their bikes in pursuit of the car. When the car pulled to a stop at the next traffic light, the boys on bikes pulled up alongside the car. Mario then shot Andrew at point blank range and then fled the scene. Andrew Young died in his brother’s arms. 


The Young’s weren’t part of St. Nicholas parish in Evanston. The head priest, Father Oldershaw, was outraged at another senseless shooting especially since it involved one of the families in his community. He thought that when Ramos was convicted they should just “throw away the key.” That is until he found out that the Ramoses were also part of his parish and Mario had even served as an altar boy on occasion. He was in a real pastoral dilemma as to how to care for both families as well as the other people in his church. 


Maurine and Steve Young were both devastated and furious, and rightly so. Father Oldershaw began to visit them even though they weren’t part of his church out of a deep sense of empathy. The Youngs were devout Christians and were open to Oldershaw’s visits. It was their abiding faith and Oldershaw’s care that helped them through the days after the shooting. Yet the idea of forgiving Ramos was not even an idea they were ready to consider even though it was central to their beliefs. 


While Oldershaw was visiting with the Youngs he was also visiting Mario Ramos in jail, and his parents, Maria and Manuel, members of the Latino/a community in Evanston. Oldershaw saw first hand how the action of one person had a profound impact on the entire church family and surrounding community, and believed that God’s love could have an even deeper impact on all their lives. He encouraged his church to reach out to Mario in jail with letters and cards and to even visit, if possible. And eventually that outpouring of love had its effect. 


Maurine Young penned her first letter to Mario. In effect, her letter basically said that she had chosen to forgive Mario. At the same time, unbeknownst to her, Mario was penning a letter of his own at the same time. Mario was taking full responsibility for what he did and offered a heart-wrenching apology understanding that she may not be able to forgive him. While Mario’s action fractured a community in so many ways, God’s love and forgiveness offered through the Youngs, brought the Youngs, the Ramoses, and that same community together in ways unimaginable. 


This true story, and the text from Matthew, reminds us that how we treat each other matters, and matters deeply. It starts with knowing who we are and whose we are. We are the sinful, broken, forgiven, beloved children of God. As such we are invited to ‘wear’ the virtues of humility, mercy, compassion, and forgiveness. Just as we’ve experienced those same virtues in the person of Jesus Christ, we are to live and offer those virtues to others. We choose to walk that path by encouraging and teaching each other with God’s word. We walk that path by worshipping together and in mutual support and accountability. And we are a people who seek God in prayer together. This is how we grow in knowing who and whose we are. 


Today we are invited to consider how we are both a forgiven community and a forgiving community. First the forgiven part. It was God who initiated the forgiveness offered in Jesus Christ. It was all his idea. The Old Testament shows us what God has in mind when he offers forgiveness and reconciliation. Leviticus details a celebration called the Year of Jubilee. On that 50th year all debts were to be forgiven. All indentured servants were to be allowed to return to their families and treated as hired workers instead of slaves. All property was to be returned to the original family’s possession, with them paying a pro-rated equity for the amount of time the land was used. In other words, all people, rich and poor, slave and free, Israelite and alien were to be treated fairly and with honor. Why? Because they were God’s people. The land also belonged to God. Therefore, everyone and everything was to be treated rightly because it all belongs to God. And in treating everyone in this way, they showed they were a forgiving community. Sadly, the Year of Jubilee was not known to have ever been celebrated. 


The New Testament reveals the Year of Jubilee fulfilled in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus: his mission. Peter’s question about forgiveness and the parable in Matthew’s text shows God as a generous, forgiving king. A servant of the king had an impossible debt to pay. It would have taken him several lifetimes of work to have enough money to pay off the debt. The servant begs the king for mercy when the king was on the verge of taking him, his family and possessions in payment for his debt. The king, filled with compassion, forgives the enormous, impossible debt. The man leaves filled with joy. It was an extravagant, scandalous grace that was offered. Jesus goes on to highlight the danger of not being willing to forgive someone, especially someone who is seeking our forgiveness. That same servant refused to forgive a pitifully small debt and the king, furious at his servant, has him punished for his lack of compassion in the face of the immense compassion he received. 


So how can we become more forgiving people, and a more forgiving community? We can do it by choosing to cultivate an environment where forgiveness can be asked for in full hope that it will be granted. We start by being honest with ourselves. We acknowledge that we are broken, sinful people that often finds it easier to offer excuses as we try to ‘save face’ rather than admit the truth and say, ‘I’m sorry.’ We cling to our own stubborn pride instead of embracing humility knowing that despite our brokenness and sinfulness God still offers his love and forgiveness and calls us his beloved children. 


We also need to acknowledge and be honest about our own pain, hurt, anger and shame with God, ourselves and others. It is scary to sit with our own strong emotions, let alone those of others, but not acknowledging the pain in lament before God keeps us from fully experiencing God’s healing love. Once we see our own humanity we can see and empathize with the humanity of others and forgiveness becomes possible. Forgiveness also becomes possible when we work towards forming a new future together based in God’s love instead of holding on to past hurts. We don’t have to be defined by our hurt and pain. 

Forgiveness is not a simple or easy process. Along with envisioning and working towards a new future, we have to be gracious in remembering that forgiveness does not mean forgetting. Only God can choose to forget sin. And while we can forgive, that is let go of our claim to revenge, power, and vengeance, reconciliation is not always possible or even wise. One biblical commentator put it this way: “Becoming a forgiving person/community does not remove all problems or relational pain, but it can open the horizon of possibilities in ways that unforgiveness cannot.” So, the future is both brighter and more hopeful when we embrace the path of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

May we all commit ourselves to being a forgiven and forgiving community. As we walk this path to a brighter future may we experience the scandalous forgiveness offered to us through Jesus for an unimaginable debt we could never repay. And as we experience that loving forgiveness, may we be willing to forgive ourselves and others with that same compassionate generosity God lavished on us. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
We love to say, “I may forgive, but I’ll never forget!” And we think that we are truly following the ways of Christ. How blind we are, O Lord. Help us remember forgiveness means wiping the slate clean, not retaining the hurt. It works both ways: letting ourselves make a decision for healing and reaching out to the one who has hurt us to offer forgiveness and redemption. None of us is perfect. We know that. But Jesus reminded us that love is the ruling component in lives of faithful living. Help us, O Lord, really receive the love that you have lavished upon us. Help us understand that love as an agent of forgiveness. We bring before you the names of people and situations that are on our hearts, we seek your healing mercies and tender love for them. (Moment of silent prayer) Remind us that the same mercy and love is continually offered to us, though we falter and fail, though we seek and strive. Be with us, gracious Lord, all of our days. AMEN.
Benediction:
As you have been forgiven, now go into a world that needs your forgiving, healing touch. Bring peace and hope to others, sharing God’s love with them. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
