 
   Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #37
                         *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ty & Lana Shoop, (Ty is in hosp., they are both ill);*Phil Guertin, (Recovering at home); Laurel Guertin; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Janelle Miller; Deb Polak; Kelly Richter; Ellen Snyder, (Gail Shertzer’s sister)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger (has new address); June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                   SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
    Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
September 19 - Worship, 10:15AM
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Dave Novinger                  
L:   King of all the earth, Creator of the universe, Holy Triune God, From everlasting to everlasting, you are Lord. Your law brings life, O Lord, and we meditate on it day and night;

P:  Happy are we when we walk in your ways, O Lord.
L:   You are a rich stream of living waters, and we would immerse ourselves in you;

P:  Happy are we when we walk in your ways, O Lord.
L:  You bring forth fruit in due season and establish the work of our hands;

P:  Happy are we when we walk in your ways, O Lord.
L:  Who is like our God, the One whose ways are full of life?

P:  Happy are we when we walk in your ways, O Lord.
L:  This is our God, the Holy One.  Come before him with thanksgiving and offer him the sacrifice of praise.

 

Invocation                                                  Dave Novinger          
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Proverbs 31:10-31      (See Insert) Scott Miller                                                            
Psalm: Psalm 1: 1-6  (Responsively)  (See Insert)  Pastor 
New Testament: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a (See Insert)  Bridget Campbell
Hymn -  “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”       Page 59                                                                        
*Gospel:  Mark 9:30-37                        (See Insert)  Pastor     
Sermon:                      “The Greatest”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -         “Let Your Heart Be Broken”           Page 315
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today September 19th  the Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost! Masks are no longer required. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. 
Weekly Devotionals/bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.

If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sept. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Sept. 24 - Evening - Social Hall reserved for Wedding Rehearsal Dinner
Sept. 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                5:30-7:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728 Meeting

Oct.    3 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)     
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 

In-person worship for Sept. 12 was 38.
Face book views for Sept. 12 were 41.
Face book views for Sept. 5 were 40.
PLEASE NOTE: Valleys Annual Pig Roast has been cancelled for October 2021 due to problems locating someone to roast the pig and insufficient time to sell tickets. Hopefully we will be able to have a pig roast next year.

MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) September, October, November devotionals and (large print) July, August, September devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance. (October, November, December large print devotions will be available next week.)
                   SCRIPTURE READINGS   
1st Reading - Proverbs 31:10-31 (NLT) 
10 Who can find a virtuous and capable wife? She is more precious than rubies. 11 Her husband can trust her, and she will greatly enrich his life. 12 She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. 13 She finds wool and flax and busily spins it. 14 She is like a merchant’s ship,  bringing her food from afar. 15 She gets up before dawn to prepare breakfast for her household and plan the day’s work for her servant girls. 16 She goes to inspect a field and buys it; with her earnings she plants a vineyard. 17 She is energetic and strong, a hard worker. 18 She
makes sure her dealings are profitable; her lamp burns late into the night. 19 Her hands are busy spinning thread, her fingers twisting fiber. 20 She extends a helping hand to the poor and opens her arms to the needy. 21 She has no fear of winter for her household, for everyone has warm clothes. 22 She makes her own bedspreads.  She dresses in fine linen and purple gowns. 23 Her husband is well known at the city gates, where he sits with the other civic leaders. 24 She makes belted linen garments and sashes to sell to the merchants. 25 She is clothed with strength and dignity, and she laughs without fear of the future.
26 When she speaks, her words are wise, and she gives instructions with kindness. 27 She carefully watches everything in her household and suffers nothing from laziness. 28 Her children stand and bless her. Her husband praises her: 29 “There are many virtuous and capable women in the world, but you surpass them all!” 30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last; but a woman who fears the Lord will be greatly praised. 31 Reward her for all she has done. Let her deeds publicly declare her praise.
2nd Reading - Psalm 1:1-6 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
    or stand around with sinners, or join in with mockers.
2 But they delight in the law of the Lord,
    meditating on it day and night.
3 They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each season. 
Their leaves never wither, and they prosper in all they do.
4 But not the wicked! They are like worthless chaff, 
    scattered by the wind.
5 They will be condemned at the time of judgment.
    Sinners will have no place among the godly.
6 For the Lord watches over the path of the godly,
    but the path of the wicked leads to destruction.
  
      3rd Reading - New Testament James 13:4:3, 7-8a (NLT)
13 If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living an honorable life, doing good works with the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth with boasting and lying. 15 For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. 16 For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and the fruit of good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. 18 And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness.  4 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from the evil desires at war within you? 2 You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t 
3rd Reading - New Testament James 13:4:3, 7-8a (NLT)
ask God for it. 3 And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure. 7 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come close to God, and God will come close to you. 
      *Sermon Text - Gospel Mark 9:30-37 (NLT)
30 Leaving that region, they traveled through Galilee. Jesus didn’t want anyone to know he was there, 31 for he wanted to spend more time with his disciples and teach them. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of his enemies. He will be killed, but three days later he will rise from the dead.” 32 They didn’t understand what he was saying, however, and they were afraid to ask him what he meant.  33 After they arrived at Capernaum and settled in a house, Jesus asked his disciples,  “What were you discussing out on the road?” 34 But they didn’t answer, because they had been arguing about which of them was 
the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve disciples over to him, and said, “Whoever wants to be first must take last place and be the servant of everyone else.” 36 Then he put a little child among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes not only me but also my Father who sent me.”
Hymn story of hymn “Let Your Heart Be Broken”:

I could not find the inspiration for the hymn “Let Your Heart Be Broken”. It is a beautiful hymn. It is well known to Covenant churches. 

    The hymn “Let Your Heart Be Broken” was written by Bryan Jeffrey Leech who was born in Middlesex, England in 1931. He came to the United States in 1955 and studied at Barrington College and North Park Seminary. He was ordained in 1961 and served in the Covenant Church. He composed more than 500 songs. Anyone who has sung from a Covenant Hymnal in the last 40 years quite likely sang songs written by Covenant minister Bryan Jeffery Leech, He ministered at Covenant congregations in Boston, Massachusetts; Montclair, New Jersey; as well as in San Francisco, Santa Barbara, and Oakland, California. He was named pastor emeritus at First Covenant Church in Oakland. He did not recognize his talent for writing hymns until his mid-thirties. He went on to compose more than 500 songs, hymns, anthems, and cantatas. Leech did not begin writing hymns until his mid-thirties, and he went on to compose more than five hundred hymns, songs, anthems, and cantatas.

    The music for “Let Your Heart Be Broken” was written by James Mountain (1844-1933). Mountain attended Gainford Academy near Darlington, Rotherham  College, Nottingham Institute, and Cheshunt College. He then became pastor at Great Marlow, Buckinghamshire. Leaving the clerical field due to ill health, he conducted evangelism campaigns in Britain (1874-1882) and worldwide (1881-1889).

Hymn: “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  (ELLACOMBE)  
(Page 59 Red Hymnal)
Isaac Watts | Xavier Ludwig Hartig   Public Domain

CCLI Song # 29097 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  I sing the mighty power of God
That made the mountains rise
That spread the flowing seas abroad
And built the lofty skies
I sing the wisdom that ordained
The sun to rule the day
The moon shines full at His command
And all the stars obey
Verse 2   I sing the goodness of the Lord
That filled the earth with food
He formed the creatures with His word
And then pronounced them good
Lord how Thy wonders are displayed
Where'er I turn my eye
If I survey the ground I tread
Or gaze upon the sky
Verse 3   There's not a plant or flower below
But makes Thy glories known
And clouds arise and tempests blow
By order from Thy throne
While all that borrows life from Thee
Is ever in Thy careman we can be
Thou God art present there
Link to Hymn “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”:
https://youtu.be/abr1xDbjC78?t=1 
Hymn: “Let Your Heart Be Broken” (Pg. 315 Red Hymnal)
Text: Bryan Jeffrey Leech        (WYE VALLEY (abridged)

Music: James Mountain

Words copyright © 1976 by THE EVANGELICAL COVANNT CHURCH  Used by Permission.

Verse 1  Let your heart be broken For a world in need-- Feed

The mouths that hunger, Soothe the wounds that bleed, Give the cup of water And the loaf of bread-- Be the hands of Jesus, Serving in His stead.

Verse 2   Here on earth applying Principles of love-- Visible expression God still rules above, Living illustration Of the Living Word To the minds of all who’ve Never seen and heard.

Verse 3    Blest to be a blessing, Privileged to care, Challenged by the need Apparent ev-‘ry where, Where mankind is wanting Fill the vacant place, Be the means thru which the Lord reveals His grace.

Verse 4    Add to your believing Deeds that prove it true-- Knowing Christ as Savior, Make Him master too: Follow in His footsteps, Go where He has trod, In the world’s great trouble Risk yourself for God.

Verse 5   Let your heart be tender And your vision clear-- See mankind as God sees, Serve Him far and near; Let your heart be broken By a brother’s pain, Share your rich resources-- Give and give again.
Link to Hymn “Let Your Heart Be Broken”
https://youtu.be/0ID5gkCFr-8?t=3   ?
Hymn story of “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”

  While the words of this hymn sound nothing like the songs being written for children today, it speaks of God making mountains rise—and spreading the flowing seas abroad— and building the lofty skies.  It tells of a sun that rules the day—and a moon that shines at God’s command—and stars that all obey.  These are word images that children can, at some level, understand.  Watts knew that, by singing words such as these over and over again, children would come to understand something of God’s creation, his providence, and his love.

   It is almost impossible to believe that "I Sing the Mighty Power of God" was originally written for children. But that is exactly what this hymn was intended for. It was first published in 1715 in a hymnal called "Divine and Moral Songs for Children". It was the goal of the author, Isaac Watts to write songs to the level of a child's understanding. However, this song is now more associated with adults than with children. Its simple message continues to bless millions of Christians worldwide. To appreciate this hymn more one has to be reminded of the state of Christian music during that period. Most of the songs then were songs directly from the book of psalms. It was more of chanting the scriptures than actual singing. Church music had become dull that a 19 year old Isaac Watts complained to his father about this.      It was his father who challenged him to write something better. From that moment on Isaac Watts began writing hymns. He was so prolific that by the times he died he had written hundreds of songs for the Christian church. Conservatives in the church objected to the composition of songs not directly from scripture. The church leaders said any music not directly from the scriptures was not inspired. However, Isaac Watts could not understand the logic of being able to pray using your own words but being denied to sing in your own words. To him, if one can pray in his own words then one should also be allowed to sing songs not directly from scriptures.

    I Sing the Almighty Power of God is based on scriptures talking about creation. Passages such as Genesis 1; Psalm 19:1-3; Psalm 95:3-6, the creation hymn, Psalm 104 and Jeremiah 10:12-13.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #37  
                   September 19, 2021               

“The Greatest”

   
      
                    17th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: King of all the earth, Creator of the universe, Holy Triune God, From everlasting to          everlasting, you are Lord. Your law brings life, O Lord, and we meditate on it day and night;

P: Happy are we when we walk in your ways, O Lord.
L: You are a rich stream of living waters, and we would immerse ourselves in you;

P: Happy are we when we walk in your ways, O Lord.
L: You bring forth fruit in due season and establish the work of our hands;

P: Happy are we when we walk in your ways, O Lord.
L: Who is like our God, the One whose ways are full of life?

P: Happy are we when we walk in your ways, O Lord.
L: This is our God, the Holy One.  Come before him with thanksgiving and offer him the sacrifice of praise.

Invocation:

 God of unsearchable mystery and light, your weakness is greater than our strength, your foolishness brings all our cleverness to naught, your gentleness confounds the power we would claim. You call first to be last and last to be first, servant to be leader and ruler to be underling of all. Pour into our hearts the wisdom of your Word and Spirit, that we may know your purpose and live to your glory. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Proverbs 31:10-31
Psalm: Psalm 1

New Testament: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
*Gospel: Mark 9:30-37
Meditation:

“The Greatest”

Everyone at one time or another wants to be the best or be known as the greatest at something. When I think about the phrase, ‘the greatest,’ I immediately think of a brash, cocky African-American boxer named Mohammad Ali taunting the press and his opponents with his catchy poems of his being the greatest and floating like a butterfly, stinging like a bee. 

Almost any kind of human competition is directed at lifting someone up as being the best, or being number one; being the champion. Gold medals, best in show, world champions, 1st place, division champions, world series champions, world cup, Superbowl, MVPs, and others all point to our desire to sort out people and teams by who is the best at what they do. And we want to be the ones who are routing for the winning team. This is especially hard on those of us who’s favorite team never seems to get to championship games!

Competition in and of itself is neither good nor bad, especially when it can be kept in perspective. On the positive side, competition challenges us to strive to do the best we can at whatever we undertake. It can teach us the value of teamwork, discipline, setting goals, playing by the rules, and even the often hard learned lesson that sometimes you do lose and things don’t work out the way you planned. 

But competition has a seductive side to it that can be very destructive. It can lead to people thinking they are better, or of more value than another. It can lead to taking short cuts and cheating instead of investing in hard work and discipline. It can lead to hurt feelings, anger, broken relationships, and potentially even murder or war. In its simplest terms the Bible refers to this aspect of competition as pride. 

Jesus sees this negative aspect of competition rearing its head amongst his disciples. In our text for today Jesus tells his followers about his impending death for the second time. The text makes it clear that they still don’t really know what this death talk from Jesus is all about and they really don’t know what to make of his comments about rising on the third day. They are caught up in the dynamics within their group about who would be the greatest. Maybe this was a bit of good natured ribbing among brothers and friends that has gone a bit too far and touched some raw nerves of low self-esteem. 

Jesus takes this opportunity to show just how different his perspective is from the world’s. He reveals more of what has come to be known as the “upside down kingdom.” The first must be last and the last will be first. I can imagine the perplexed look on the disciples’ faces and possibly the reflexive grunt, “huh?” 

Whenever my mother wanted to calm down rivalries between me and my brothers she would often invoke this saying of Jesus, and without fail my brothers and I would try to jockey ourselves into the last spot so we could be first, especially when we were fighting over who would sit in the coveted front seat of the car. Needless to say she wasn’t fooled. 

The very position of being last shows that a person probably has no ambitions of being in first. By contrast, any attempt at an air of  humility in order to gain the favored position is transparent at best. Jesus is basically saying that if you try to get the last position in order to get the first, you’re going to fail because the attempt to manipulate the situation shows a person’s true motive.  

As the master teacher, Jesus uses another object lesson. He takes a small child, probably an infant and holds the child in the crook of his arm and stands among his followers. An infant has no ambitions of his or her own. This baby is completely dependent on others for its survival and well-being. 

When you care for and love a baby, you don’t do it to impress others, or because you hope for future payback: you do it for love’s sake. Jesus challenges the typical human perspective of ‘if you scratch my back, I’ll scratch yours.’ In fact he changes the whole paradigm. He says that whenever you serve, love, and care for someone like this baby, one who can’t pay you back, who has no social position to offer you, someone on whom many people would “not waste their time,” then you are doing the same to me and the One who sent me; God the father. 

Let’s be honest with each other and ourselves. Serving others does not always come easy. We don’t always feel kindly towards certain people. Especially those with whom we have had arguments and disagreements. Sometimes the hardest people to serve are the very ones we live with; our family. Maybe we’re too tired, or we have other things we want to do. Maybe their needs are too demanding on our already busy schedule and we’re aware that this particular relationship may not give us anything back. They may be the kind of people that are just very needy and don’t know how to make use of the resources they have and don’t have a sense of how to reciprocate care. Kind of sounds like a baby!

The reality is that we all have ‘deal breakers’ when it comes to serving others. We may have to have good boundaries in order to maintain our sense of well-being. Some of us, based on various health issues and other life circumstances are in better positions to serve than others. The point is not about who is doing what, or how much or for who. The point is for you to ask yourself, “why am I serving this person?” Is it for love’s sake? Is it to gain a chance to share the love of Jesus with someone who may not yet know him? Or is it because you believe that they have something they can do for you? Do you want to get on their ‘good side?’ Are you hoping for a favor? 

The question of who is the greatest is a misplaced question in the Kingdom of God. The question we should be asking ourselves is ‘where am I needed?’ When I was a chaplain my colleagues and I would often say to ourselves, “I wonder who wants to see me today?” whenever we may have been feeling tired or stressed and not at our best. It was a way of inverting the reality of our own neediness so that we could pitch in and do our part by serving in some way. And somehow in God’s economy, whenever we extend ourselves to others, God used others to support and care for us in our need. 

At the beginning of this meditation, I mentioned Mohammed Ali and his trademark phrase, “I am the greatest!” Since his years of boxing, he had contracted Parkinson’s disease. He became a shadow of the man he used to be. However became great in other areas. His legacy continues to inspire and encourage millions of people to believe in themselves, even when society is telling them they have nothing to believe in. 

He became very active in the Special Olympics. These games put aside the typical quest for a champion and instead, celebrate the champion that is in each one of us. I want to close with a story from this amazing group of athletes who ‘get’ what Jesus is talking about when he talks about service and welcoming and caring for another as opposed to competing and possibly alienating someone. 

Six developmentally disabled kids lined up in a stadium filled with 50,000 people. These kids had prepared all year for this 100 meter event. They wanted to win. Although they could not run well, they would give it their very best effort.

The gun went off and all six began to run. At about the 50-meter mark, one of the six runners fell down, face first on the track. The other five runners took a couple more steps and then stopped. They looked back and saw the fallen runner. Then, to the surprise of the crowd, they all went back, helped the fallen runner to his feet, joined hands, and continued the race—all of them crossing the finish line at the same moment. Each one received a gold medal. The kind of love and care they displayed towards each other is the love and care Jesus calls us to embody as his followers. May we find the grace to do just that. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

God, how amazed we are at the solutions Jesus offers to his disciples when they question their importance to him and his kingdom. They want to know if they will receive the great rewards if they will be recognized and praised for their accomplishments or at least their efforts. We are still so much like those early disciples. We want you to know how hard we work. We want to be praised and recognized for our efforts and successes. And we want you to pass over our failures as though they were inconsequential. When Jesus was confronted with their fears and concerns, he responded that they should be ready for service rather than adulation, And then he placed a small child in their midst; a child with no guile, no pretense. “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me, welcomes not me but the One who sent me.” Help us to reach out to others, not with thought of importance or gain, but in love and compassion; truly caring for each one we meet. 
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Go out, clothed in strength and dignity. Submit yourselves to God and resist the devil. Delight in the Lord’s teaching, open your hands to the poor, and let your actions arise from the wisdom of God. And may God draw near to you and strengthen you; May Christ Jesus teach you the ways of simplicity; and may the Holy Spirit fill you with wisdom and make you fruitful in peace and righteousness. We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, In the name of Christ Jesus. Amen.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
