         Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #26
                    *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Dee Rebuck, (Donna Novinger’s friend);*Dharlys Kaufman; Paul Enders; Donna Donahue; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Kelly Shutt; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Clark Ellis; Karen Saul & Caren Straub; Tricia Hammaker; Destiny Snyder; Janet Zimmerman Family (Gail Shertzer’s friend);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
                Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services Facebook Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Pastor Ron Reitz, Guest Speaker

David Novinger, Liturgist

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

September 20, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 (Liturgist)        
L:  Open your hearts to God’s loving mercy.

P:  Lord, come into our hearts this day.
L:  Having received God’s mercy, bring that love to others.

P: Lord, be with us as we reach out to others in compassion.
L:  Feel your spirits filled with the goodness of God.

            P:  Lord, we thank you for the many blessings which you pour into our lives. AMEN.
Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 98 (Responsive) (Pg. 828 Blue Hymnal)
*Gospel: Matthew 5:13:16       (Pg. 5 N.T. Pew Bible)
*Epistle: James 1:17-27           (Pg. 311 N.T. Pew Bible)
Music - “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”    Page 92                       
Sermon -     “Are We Speaking Messages of Love?” 
                      Pastor Ron Reitz, Guest Speaker   

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music - “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love”        
                                           (See Note above)                         Page 284
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). If you wish to visit, please do so outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Thank you.   Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions. If you prefer, devotions can be emailed to you (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed if you are not coming to Worship Service. 

Attendance for Sept 13: In-person- 33; Face book online- 137 views as of Sept. 14th; 85 Face book online views for Sept 6th as of Sept. 14th. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Pastor Ron Reitz for being our Guest Speaker on Sunday September 20th.
BOOK: “WHY VS. WHAT- One man’s spiritual journey through tragedy by embracing God’s plan (written by Pastor Ron Reitz) is available to order. Book(s) can be ordered by contacting Ron Reitz, 80 Powells Ridge Rd, Halifax, PA 17032 or ron.l.reitz@gmail.com Make check payable to Ron Reitz for $15.85 (includes sale’s tax) for each book ordered. 
        History of Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is a Christian hymn by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) with a theme of Christian perfection. Wesley came from a musical family (youngest of 18 children), a prolific hymn write of the 18 century, he left a lasting legacy of congregational song. Little did he know that “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” would rise to become one of the most popular and consistently vocalized Christian songs. Writing hymn texts that are solidly based on the Scriptures gives them an appeal across denominational lines. He penned more than 9000 poems of a spiritual nature, 6ooo of which are hymns. His writings were passionate and well-crafted, conveying the true essence of Christian teaching. The tunes BEECHER or HYFRYDOL typically accompany the text in most hymnals. The hymn is written around a progression of thoughts: (1) our prayers for the Holy Spirit, (2) praying for the return of our Lord through the second coming, and (3) prayers for the finalization of his new creation. “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is used for weddings. This hymn reorients us to see that a beautiful wedding and marriage is only, and can only ever be, a reflection of the Love above all loves. We are only able to love one another because Christ first loved us. God is love, and we are mirrors and bearers of that love to each other. While the hymn is one of Wesley’s best known, it is also considered a prayer. In the prayer of the hymn we are asking Jesus to enter our hearts, set our hearts free from sin, and make us a new creation in Him. Let us pray that we would continually be filled with Love, that we might bless each other, and become more and more like He who loves us.
Link for hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  
Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  (Page 92 Red Hymnal)
Charles Wesley | John Zundel     BEECHER

CCLI Song # 4256089    CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Love divine all loves excelling
Joy of heaven to earth come down
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling
All Thy faithful mercies crown
Jesus Thou art all compassion
Pure unbounded love Thou art
Visit us with Thy salvation
Enter every trembling heart
Verse 2   Breathe O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast
Let us all in Thee inherit
Let us find that promised rest
Take away our bent love to sinning
Alpha and Omega be
End of faith as its beginning
Set our hearts at liberty
Verse 3   Come Almighty to deliver
Let us all Thy grace receive
Suddenly return and never
Never more Thy temples leave
Thee we would be always blessing
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing
Glory in Thy perfect love
Verse 4

Finish then Thy new creation
Pure and spotless let us be
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee
Changed from glory into glory
Till in heaven we take our place
Till we cast our crowns before Thee
Lost in wonder love and praise
(Please see link for this hymn on previous page)
Hymn: “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”
(Page 284 Red Hymnal) 
Peter Scholtes
 CCLI Song # 26997 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
And we pray that all unity
May one day be restored
Chorus     And they’ll know we are Christians
By our love by our love
Yes they’ll know we are Christians
By our love
Verse 2   We will walk with each other
We will walk hand in hand
We will walk with each other
We will walk hand in hand
And together we’ll spread the news
That God is in our land         Chorus
Verse 3    We will work with each other
We will work side by side
We will work with each other
We will work side by side
And we’ll guard each man’s dignity
And save each man’s pride    Chorus
Verse 4    All praise to the Father
From whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus
His only Son
And all praise to the Spirit
Who makes us one                Chorus
Link to Hymn: 
“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”
History of hymn: 
    “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”:   
Peter Scholtes, a Catholic priest serving at St. Brendan’s parish on the South Side of Chicago in 1966, penned “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” when he couldn’t find a suitable song to accompany a series of ecumenical and interracial events for which the youth choir he led was to sing. Like many songs coming out of the popular folk music of the 1960s, “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” connected to the societal upheaval of the decade. The song accents the connection between the church’s song and its role in the life of the world and becomes the vehicle for connecting worship to a specific moment of discipleship. This charge also becomes a commitment to the believer’s responsibility and participation in God’s kingdom work. Scholtes later left the priesthood, married, and had an active life in the public sector, where he was an author and international consultant with a focus on helping “businesses engage employees’ talents more fully, humanely, and effectively.”
                                CHURCH CALENDAR
  No Sunday School or other activities at this time.
*PLEASE NOTE: Pastor Guertin and his family will be out of town Sept. Wed. Sept. 16th thru Sat. Sept. 19th. Pastor Gail Boyer will cover any pastoral needs during this time. Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) for pastoral needs and we will inform Pastor Boyer.

Also Sunday Sept. 20 we will have In Person Worship Service only (Sermon will be posted on Valleys church website after the service.) Sunday Sept. 27 we will have Online Worship Service only with Pastor Guertin.
This is only a precaution to keep everyone safe as Pastor Guertin and his family will visit a state that is currently on Pennsylvania’s list for Pennsylvania residents to quarantine for up to 14 days after visiting possible high Covid-19 areas. Pastor Guertin will work from home during this time.

Sept. 20 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service ONLY
                 Pastor Ron Reitz is Guest Speaker

                  No Online Worship Service today *
               (Sermon will be posted on Valleys church website

                 ValleysEcc.Org after worship service)
Sept. 27 - 10:15AM - Online Worship Service ONLY 

                Pastor Guertin will conduct worship service on Facebook

                  No In Person Worship Service today *
Oct.   4 -  10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
Valleys Annual Pig Roast and Mr. Sticky (normally held in October) have been cancelled due to Covid-19.
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #26
  September 20, 2020    “Are We Speaking Messages of Love?”

   
      

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: Open your hearts to God’s loving mercy.
P: Lord, come into our hearts this day.
L: Having received God’s mercy, bring that love to others.
P: Lord, be with us as we reach out to others in compassion.
L: Feel your spirits filled with the goodness of God.
P: Lord, we thank you for the many blessings which you pour into our lives. AMEN.
Invocation:
Lord, who lifts us up, reside in our hearts today. Help us to listen closely for your word to us. Remind us that you are always with us, throughout all of our lives. Give us confidence in your presence, so that we may go into your world ready to witness to your love through our works and our deeds, for we pray these things in Jesus’ name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 98 #828 (Blue)

*New Testament: James 1:17-27

*Gospel: Matthew 5:13-16

Meditation:
“Are We Speaking Messages of Love?”


Someone once said, “I can’t hear what your saying because your actions are speaking louder.” To put it another way, your walk needs to match your talk for your message to be heard. We’re sending messages all the time whether we realize it or not. How we treat other people is one message. How we treat ourselves is also a message. 

In my late twenties I was living in Chicago, single, and on my own. All of my family was back in Rhode Island and Thanksgiving was coming and I knew I couldn’t afford to go home. Some friends from the church I was attending invited me to join their family for Thanksgiving, which I gratefully accepted. Their family were missionaries with the Evangelical Covenant Church having served in both Mexico and Ecuador, and it was just part of their family life to invite people without a place to go to come to their home for various holidays. 


On my way to their home I stopped at an ATM to withdraw some money. When I got back to my car it wouldn’t start. I started to feel both frustrated and panicked as I didn’t want to be late for Thanksgiving. After all, I was bringing the all-important cranberries. Thankfully, their house was just a couple of blocks away, so I walked there. When I rang the bell, I was greeted by Jerry, the father of the family. After he greeted me Jerry asked how I was doing, so I related my current ordeal with a less than reliable car. Without skipping a beat, Jerry offered to come over to my car to have a look at the problem. Right then. I tried to say it could wait because I didn’t want to put the family out, or Jerry for that matter. He insisted it was no problem, so he came, quickly fixed the issue and then we headed back to celebrate Thanksgiving. I will never forget how Jerry both talked about the love of Jesus, and lived it in the way he treated others, including me. He ‘spoke’ messages of love. 


In Matthew’s text from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus likens us to salt. Salt in the first century had at least two important functions. One was to improve the flavor of foods, especially food that might be a little past fresh as they had no refrigeration, which leads to the second major use for salt: as a preservative. They had no refrigerators or freezers. They didn’t have the ability to preserve by dehydration like we do today, so they salted their foods to prevent decay. Jesus likens his followers and us to salt to remind us that his love, expressed through our lives, acts as an agent to prevent ‘decay’ and one that adds to the quality of the lives of others. So, we have to ask ourselves if our lives, our words and actions, are consistent with Jesus’s message of God’s love offered in his life, death, and resurrection? 


Jesus also uses the illustration of light. We are to be God’s light of Jesus’s love in the world. Darkness is simply the absence of light. It’s amazing how one small candle flame can dispel a whole cavernous room of darkness. Our lives, if lived in the love of Jesus Christ, become little flames that dispel a whole world filled with darkness devoid of God’s love. Between these images of salt and light it is clear that Jesus is calling for us to be the influencers in this world and not to let this world have its influence over us. 


James says the same sort of thing in his book in the first chapter. Our lives should exemplify the love of Jesus in the ways we treat one another. Being quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry are ways we proclaim love through empathy and compassion. We can’t simply be content with a ‘private’ religion that calls for no change in how we relate to one another. We must be willing to ask for forgiveness, so anger doesn’t grow and fester. We must be willing to offer forgiveness for the same reasons. If we simply come to church, read our bibles, have our ‘quiet times,’ but don’t allow God to work in our lives to bring about the transformation he desires, then all that ‘religious’ behavior is useless. We are called to something far better and far greater. We are called to embody Christ’s love in all we think, do, and say. 


May God empower you to speak words of his love. May Jesus guide you to follow his path of acting in his love. May the Holy Spirit so fill you with his love that the divine love emanates from you so that it shines forth to a darkened world. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord, your blessings abound in our lives and we lift our voices in gratitude for these lovely gifts from you. We also lift our minds as our hearts cry out our concerns for those who are ill, who mourn, who feel lost. We offer to your both our joys and concerns, so often intermingled in our lives. Be with each of us and for those whom we name with our minds and in our hearts. Dear friends, let us take a moment to share our joys and our concerns.

[brief period of silence.]

Lord, you have heard our cries and our shouts of joy. Make your presence known to us again through the love and forgiveness of others as we have loved and forgiven them. In Jesus’ name, we pray. AMEN.

Benediction:
Go forth into God’s world as God’s own children. Let the love of Christ be reflected in your life, your words, and your deeds. Go with joy to serve the Lord. AMEN.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
