         Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #38
                    *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Laurel Guertin; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Janelle Miller; Deb Polak; Kelly Richter; Ellen Snyder, (Gail Shertzer’s sister); Ty & Lana Shoop, (Ty is in hosp., they are both ill); Phil Guertin, (Recovering at home)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger (has new address); June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                   SEPTEMBER 26, 2021
    Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
September 26 - Worship, 10:15AM
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Dave Novinger                  
L:   If it had not been God who was on our side,
P:  the troubles of our world would have swallowed us whole.
L:   If it had not been God who was on our side,
P:   the sorrows of our times would have swept us away.
L:   Are any among us suffering?

P:   Come and pray.
L:   Are any among us cheerful?
P:   Come sing songs of praise.
L:   Are any among us sick?
      P:  Come and ask for healing.
      L:   Our help is in our God,
      P:  the One who made heaven and earth.
      L:   Call upon God, creator and rescuer. God is on our side.

 

Invocation                                                  Dave Novinger          
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 (See Insert)  Ken Bechtel                                                         
Psalm: Psalm 124  (Responsively)  (See Insert)   Pastor 
Gospel: Mark 9:38-50                       (See Insert)   Marie Herb
Hymn -  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”       Page 52                                                                        
*New Testament: James 5:13-20     (See Insert)   Pastor     
Sermon:                      “Got Prayer?”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -         “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”           Page 435
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today September 26th  the Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. 
Weekly Devotionals/bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.

If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sept. 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                5:30-7:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728 Meeting

Oct.    3 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)     
Oct.    4 - 6:00-7:00PM - Zumba (social hall)

                 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

Oct.    5 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Oct.  10 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                5:30-7:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728 Meeting
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 

In-person worship for Sept. 19 was 41.
Face book views for Sept. 19 were 20.
Face book views for Sept. 12 were 52.
PLEASE NOTE: Valleys Annual Pig Roast has been cancelled for October 2021 due to problems locating someone to roast the pig and insufficient time to sell tickets. Hopefully we will be able to have a pig roast next year.

MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) September, October, November devotionals and (large print) October, November, December devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance. 

                             SCRIPTURE READINGS   
1st Reading - Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 (NLT) 
7 So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet. 2 On this second occasion, while they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “Tell me what you want, Queen Esther. What is your request? I will give it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!” 3 Queen Esther replied, “If I have found favor with the king, and if it pleases the king to grant my request, I ask that my life and the lives of my people will be spared. 4 For my people and I have been sold to those who would kill, slaughter, and annihilate us. If we had merely been sold as slaves, I could remain quiet, for that would be too trivial a matter to warrant disturbing the king.” 5 “Who would do such a thing?” King Xerxes demanded. “Who would be so presumptuous as to touch you?” 6 Esther replied, “This wicked Haman is our adversary and our enemy.” Haman grew pale with fright before the king and queen.    9 Then Harbona, one of the king’s eunuchs, said, “Haman has set up a sharpened pole that stands seventy-five feet tall in his own courtyard. He intended to use it to impale Mordecai, the man who saved the king from assassination.” “Then impale Haman on it!” the king ordered. 10 So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set up for Mordecai, and the king’s anger subsided. 20 Mordecai recorded these events and sent letters to the Jews near and far, throughout all the provinces of King Xerxes, 21 calling on them to celebrate an annual festival on these two days. 22 He told them to celebrate these days with feasting and gladness and by giving gifts of food to each other and presents to the poor. This would commemorate a time when the Jews gained relief from their enemies, when their sorrow was turned into gladness and their mourning into joy.
2nd Reading - Psalm 124:1-8 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 What if the Lord had not been on our side? 
Let all Israel repeat:
2 What if the Lord had not been on our side when people attacked us?
3 They would have swallowed us alive in their burning anger.
4 The waters would have engulfed us;
    a torrent would have overwhelmed us.
5 Yes, the raging waters of their fury
    would have overwhelmed our very lives.
6 Praise the Lord, who did not let their teeth tear us apart!
7 We escaped like a bird from a hunter’s trap.
    The trap is broken, and we are free!
8 Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
  
3rd Reading - Gospel Mark 9:38-50 (NLT)
38 John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone using your name to cast out demons, but we told him to stop because he wasn’t in our group.” 39 “Don’t stop him!” Jesus said. “No one who performs a miracle in my name will soon be able to speak evil of me. 40 Anyone who is not against us is for us. 41 If anyone gives you even a cup of water because you belong to the Messiah, I tell you the truth, that person will surely be rewarded. 42 “But if you cause one of these little ones who trusts in me to fall into sin, it would be better for you to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone hung around your neck. 43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It’s better to enter eternal life with only one hand than to go into the unquenchable fires of hell with two hands. 45 If your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It’s better to enter eternal life with only one foot than to be thrown into hell with two feet. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out. It’s better to enter the Kingdom of God with only one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where the maggots never die and the fire never goes out.’ 49 “For everyone will be tested with fire. 50 Salt is good for seasoning. But if it loses its flavor, how do you make it salty again? You must have the qualities of salt among yourselves and live in peace with each other.”
 *Sermon Text - New Testament James 5:13-20 (NLT)
13 Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray. Are any of you happy? You should sing praises. 14 Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and pray over you, anointing you with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 Such a prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make you well. And if you have committed any sins, you will be forgiven. 16 Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results. 17 Elijah was as human as we are, and yet when he prayed earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell for three and a half years! 18 Then, when he prayed again, the sky sent down rain and the earth began to yield its crops. 19 My dear brothers and sisters, if someone among you wanders away from the truth and is brought back, 20 you can be sure that whoever brings the sinner back from wandering will save that person from death and bring about the forgiveness of many sins.
Hymn story of hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”:

  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  was written by Joseph Medlicott Scriven who was born in Ireland (181-1886). He was educated and received a degree from Trinity College in Dublin and became a teacher. With plans to settle down and soon to marry, life was good for Joseph. Unfortunately, the day before his wedding, his future wife drowned.

   The grief was more than he could bear, so Joseph moved to Canada to start over. There, he met and fell in love again, with Eliza Rice, and planned to be married, again. It is unthinkable that you could lose so much in one young lifetime but weeks before they were to be wed, Eliza became sick and died from her illness. Joseph was only 25. From this heartache, and through faith in his God, a mission was born. Joseph took a vow of poverty and began to help the poor and the handicapped in any way he could. For ten years he made himself available to come alongside those that were in need and he found comfort and purpose in serving. Then unbelievably, heartache would strike again! His mother, still in Ireland and Scriven in Canada, became very ill and he didn’t have the funds to help her or to go and be with her. He penned thw words to this poem for her and it has since comforted, encouraged and uplifted generations! From this sad experience cam a deep sense of his dependence upon Christ and of the great truth so helpfully expressed in his lines:

         What a Friend we have in Jesus,
         All our sins and griefs to bear!

    How it came to first be published is not known, as he had not intended it for general use. The poem was published anonymously at first under the title, “Pray Without Ceasing.” Ten years later, he finally acknowledged this well-loved text had been written by him and his friend Jesus. In 1868, attorney Charles Converse set the text to a tune and renamed it “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” and Scriven became recognized as the author of the hymn that has blessed so many thousands of believers. Ken Osbeck tells the story in his book “101 Hymn Stories.” Instead of thinking God was punishing him, Scriven cherished God’s friendship through all of this hardship--a friendship he discovered in prayer.
    God sent YOU AND ALL OF US, not the disciples, not the Apostle Pau or even John the Baptist to share this Good News in these difficult days. This tells us that if we have His Spirit, we have all we need to be salt and light right now and bring hope to those around us.

Hymn: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (St. Anne)                                                
Isaac Watts | William Croft                      (Page 52 in Red Hymnal)
CCLI Song # 43152   CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
Verse 1  O God our help in ages past
Our hope for years to come
Our shelter from the stormy blast
And our eternal home
Verse 2  Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure
Sufficient is Thine arm alone
And our defense is sure 
Verse 3   Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received her frame
From everlasting Thou art God
To endless years the same 
Verse 4   A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun
Verse 5   Time like an ever rolling stream
Bears all its sons away
They fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op'ning day
Verse 6   Our God our help in ages past
Our hope for years to come
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home
Link to Hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
https://youtu.be/yKP_XxCBDZY?t=4 
Hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  (CONVERSE)  
(Page 435 Red Hymnal)
Charles Crozat Converse | Joseph Medlicott Scriven  Public Domain

CCLI Song # 27714 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   What a friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer
O what peace we often forfeit
O what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer
Verse 2   Have we trials and temptations
Is there trouble anywhere
We should never be discouraged
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share
Jesus knows our every weakness
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Verse 3   Are we weak and heavy laden
Cumbered with a load of care
Precious Savior still our refuge
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Do thy friends despise forsake thee
Take it to the Lord in prayer
In His arms He'll take and shield thee
Thou wilt find a solace there
Link to Hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”:
https://youtu.be/Zsp5exNyd94?t=3 
https://youtu.be/tepn4QbSEvM?t=3 

History of hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”:  
     Isaac Watts (1674-1748) captured the infinite timelessness of God in contrast to the ephemeral nature of humanity in his metrical paraphrase of Psalm 90, “O God, our help in ages past”—a classic hymn for All Saints’ Day.
     The hymn was originally part of The Psalms of David Imitated in the Language of the New Testament, published by Watts in 1719. In this book he paraphrased in Christian verse the entire psalter with the exception of twelve Psalms which he felt were unsuited for Christian usage. 
      The hymn tune "St. Anne" (common metre 86.86) to which the text is most often sung was composed by William Croft in 1708 while he was the organist of St Anne's Church, giving: the name of the melody. 
      In 1738, John Wesley in his hymnal, Psalms, and Hymns, altered the first line of the text from “Our God” to O God.” Both Watts’ wording and Wesley’s rewording remain in modern usage.

      Watts is often called the “Father of English hymnody”—that is, hymns on a wider range of topics rather than metrical versions of the psalms in the English language. Before him, congregational song focused almost exclusively on singing strict metrical versions of the psalms. An example of this may be found in “All people that on earth do dwell” (UM Hymnal, No. 75), a paraphrase of Psalm 100.
       Following the Scripture closely was of the utmost importance. Metrical psalms, a product of the Reformed tradition, generally could neither add to nor delete anything from the psalm as found in the Bible.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #38  
                      September 26, 2021               
                  “Got Prayer?”


   
      
                    18th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: If it had not been God who was on our side,
P: the troubles of our world would have swallowed us whole.
L: If it had not been God who was on our side,
P: the sorrows of our times would have swept us away.
L: Are any among us suffering?
P: Come and pray.
L: Are any among us cheerful?
P: Come sing songs of praise.
L: Are any among us sick?
P: Come and ask for healing.
L: Our help is in our God,
P: the One who made heaven and earth.
L: Call upon God, creator and rescuer. God is on our side.

Invocation:

Eternal God, you create us and you rescue us. Be here with us now. Help us know how much we need you. Teach us that no other power can support us like your love. As you share your power with us, teach us to be Christ to the world, proclaiming your reign for all people. As you lavish your love upon us, help us receive that love and offer it to the world, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Psalm: Psalm 124
Gospel: Mark 9:38-50

*New Testament: James 5:13-20
Meditation:

“Got Prayer?”

Fred decided it was time to shed some pounds. He informed his coworkers that he was going on a diet and would no longer be bringing donuts to the office. He knew it would be hard to resist stopping at the bakery on the way to work, but he committed himself to remaining strong and resisting temptation.

Fred’s coworkers were surprised one morning to see him arrive at the office with a big box of donuts. When they reminded him of his diet, he just smiled. “These are very special donuts,” he explained. “When I left for the office this morning, I knew I was going to drive by the bakery, and I wondered if maybe the Lord might want me to have some donuts today. I wasn’t sure, so I prayed, ‘Lord, if you want me to stop and buy some donuts, let there be an open parking place directly in front of the bakery.’ As you know, parking places in front of that bakery are hard to get!” “So the parking place was there?” one of his coworkers asked. “It was a miracle,” Fred replied. “The eighth time around the block, there it was!” This story, while tongue in cheek, is something that perhaps we can identify with when it comes to our attitudes about prayer. 

There are few things so fundamental to the practice of our faith than prayer. And yet as fundamental as prayer is, it is also something that many of us approach with some fear and trepidation. The Bible has many passages that teach us about different aspects of prayer. Many Biblical narratives reveal people in prayer and often record the words of their prayers and the results. And our confusion comes in when one teaching seems to contradict another, or we follow a particular teaching and don’t get the results we were hoping for. And today’s text doesn’t necessarily help our confusion on a once over lightly reading. So let’s take a closer look at what James is teaching us about prayer. 

First, prayer is a relational act. James tells us that prayer is something that should be part of every aspect of our lives. We are in a relationship with our Creator and redeemer. And God wants us to communicate with him. Although he knows all there is to know about each one of us, he wants us to share ourselves with him through prayer, and have an attitude of openness to him as opposed to being closed off, unavailable and secretive. 
If we think about this in terms of human relationships, I can know things about my wife, son, close friends and family members that they may not have told me about yet. But that knowledge doesn’t necessarily mean that our relationship is in a good place. In fact, having a loved one know something about me that I didn’t share, and my not being open enough to share those things with them eventually leads to tension and barriers. I remain closed and unavailable to them and our interactions will leave a lot to be desired.

So God having knowledge about us is not the issue or reason for why we pray. It is entirely about our relationship with God. The Bible calls us to worship God in Spirit and in truth. But truth remains hidden as long as we refuse to share all of our thoughts, feelings, hopes, and desires with God through prayer. 

It is in this context that James tells us that we should offer prayers no matter what situations we find ourselves in. Are you happy? Pray. What about going through a hard time? Pray? Do you know someone else going through a difficult time? Pray. The Apostle Paul tells us the same thing when he encourages us to pray at all times without ceasing. 

Praying all the time can sound daunting, not to mention time consuming if we approach prayer the way many of us have been taught: to bow heads and close our eyes and bring our prayers before God without distraction and interruption. And I am not minimizing the importance of this kind of prayer where we try to have specific, focused time alone with God. But we miss out on a richer understanding of prayer if we limit ourselves to only this type of praying. Prayer can be an on-going conversation with God as if he were with us in all that we do. In fact the Biblical truth is that this is exactly how Jesus is with us. As people who have accepted Jesus into our hearts and lives, we have his promise that he will never leave us or forsake us. 

In the 17th century, a monk named Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection discovered this practice of maintaining an on-going conversation with God in which he shared all his thoughts and feelings with his Savior regardless of whether he was working in the monastery’s kitchen, or in formal prayers with his fellow monks. He wrote a series of letters to a couple of friends in which he reveals his practices and insights to encourage them to see if they might find the same joy in their faith as he had found in his. This book has been translated and is called “The Practice of the Presence of God.” I highly recommend it. So this text in James teaches us that prayer is a relational act in which our very lives can be a prayer to God. 

The next part of this text reveals something else about the nature of prayer that I believe is often misunderstood. Verses 15 and 16 instruct us that if anyone is sick, they should call upon the leaders of the church and those leaders should come, pray for the sick person, and anoint them with oil. And part of this prayer should include the sick person’s confession of their sins. What is apparent in this text, as well as in other places in Scripture, is that we are not responsible for the results of how a prayer is answered, we are simply called to be obedient and pray. God is the one responsible for the results. 

We get ourselves into trouble when we start wondering about why someone is not healed. We wonder if we prayed wrong, or if there is some sin keeping God from intervening in their life. But all these questions do is get us off on the wrong track and keep us from prayer in the first place. Just think of Job and his well-meaning friends.  

From Job’s laments and prayers for healing, to David praying for his dying child, to Jesus’ plea that he might find another way than the cross, to Paul’s prayers for healing from what he called his “thorn in the flesh,” we see plenty of examples of prayers not answered the way the person praying wanted them answered. 

We are tempted to take a text such as this one in James and believe that if we follow a certain formula, or have enough faith, then God has to answer our prayers according to our request. We almost have a naive belief that we can ‘trick’ or manipulate God into doing what we want. We expect results based on a perceived promise without praying in the context of an on-going relationship in which we have considered what is God’s desire in this situation. We know what we want and we are less concerned about what God wants. Like our friend Fred in search of divine guidance to donuts, we see what we want to see and are not as open to seeing an answer that is other than our desire. 

In the movie, “Shadowlands,” about the last part of C.S. Lewis’ life, there is a scene in which Lewis is overcome with the grief he feels about his wife, Joy’s death. One of his professor friends, an openly agnostic scholar, asks Lewis why pray if he can’t change God and God’s mind? Lewis responds in a way that reveals his own struggle with understanding how one relates to God in prayer by saying this: “I don’t pray to change God or God’s mind; I pray that I might be changed to understand his mind.” Lewis clearly understood the relational aspect of prayer that is more dynamic than simply getting our requests answered the way we want. 

The two main things I want us to think about, and take away with us is this; prayer is relational, and we are not responsible for the results or the answers. We are simply called to share all of our lives, our thoughts, feelings, desires, and our very selves with the One who created us to be his own, and who redeemed us through the life, death, and resurrection of his son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Creating and rescuing God, your power amazes us. Yet even in our amazement, we take too long to turn to you, forgetting that you are the power that makes and saves and sustains us. Even when we claim your power, we often do so for our own success and comfort, ignoring your command to use your power on behalf of the weak, the small, and the vulnerable. In Jesus Christ, you show us that you are on the side of all people, but never at the expense of the weakest among us. Forgive us when we try to hoard you for ourselves and try to control who has access to your love. Forgive us when our greed, our desire for control, and our scandals keep others from knowing you. Redeem us and transform us, O God. Open our hearts, our lives, and our ministries, that we may become a doorway to your realm.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

The inexhaustible grace of Christ crucified, the tireless, eternal love of God, and the live-in Guest, the Holy Spirit, who fills households of faith with many gifts, be with you this day and for evermore. Amen!
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
