Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #27
             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Janette Leitzel; Donna Donahue; Bob Endy; Ann Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; Hope Byerly; Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Paul Enders; Judy Miller; Kelly Shutt; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Jacob Castellani; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick;  Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Barry Witmer;  Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Clark Ellis; Karen Saul; Caren Straub;  Destiny Snyder; All People & health workers, etc affected by the C-virus
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; June Wiest; Tom Lauver; Vickie Shoffler; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit 

MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, please send prayer requests (or if prayer needs change) to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed on front cover.

Attendance for Sept 20: In-person- 30; Face book online- 187 views for Sept. 13th; 87 view for Sept. 6 as of Sept. 22. (There was no online worship on Sept. 20)
                                 [image: image1.emf]

    
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 27, 2020
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
September 20, 2020 - Online Worship, 10:15AM
Call to Worship:

Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O.T.:          Exodus 17:1-7

Psalm:       Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16

N.T.:          Philippians 2:1-13

*Gospel:    Matthew 21:23-32
Meditation:            “Missing the Point”

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins/sinned)

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn suggestion: “May the Mind of Christ, My Savior”
Benediction

PLEASE NOTE: Service for Sunday September 27 will be Online only (live streamed from Facebook or on You Tube or You may also listen on Valleys church website after the service.)
Next Sunday October 4 will be In-Person and Online services. Holy Communion will be celebrated  both in-person and online. (Please have grape juice and bread available for communion if you are viewing online during worship service.)
Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed to (Valleys E.CC. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032) if you are not coming to Worship Service. 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
  No Sunday School or other activities at this time.
*PLEASE NOTE: Sunday Sept. 27 we will have Online Worship Service only with Pastor Guertin. (Live streamed from Facebook and will be posted on You Tube after Online Worship. You may also listen on Valleys church website after the service.
This is only a precaution to keep everyone safe as Pastor Guertin and his family visited places that are currently on Pennsylvania’s list for Pennsylvania residents to quarantine for up to 14 days after visiting possible high Covid-19 areas. Pastor Guertin is working from home during this time.
Sept. 27 - 10:15AM - Online Worship Service ONLY 

                  Pastor Guertin will conduct worship service on Facebook

                 No In Person Worship Service today *

Devotions are being mailed out or emailed to everyone who has been attending for this Sunday
Oct.    4 -  10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

Oct.    5 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Oct.  11 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

Oct. 13 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Take Out Community Meal All meals must be reserved by Thursday Oct. 8th.

Oct. 18 -  10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online
Oct. 21 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting
Oct. 23 -  5:00PM - Wedding Rehearsal 
Oct. 24 - 9:30AM-12:30PM - Wilver/Herb Wedding
Oct. 25 -  10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online
REMINDER: Please have grape juice and bread available if you wish to take communion during  worship service if you are watching online on Sunday October 4.
Valleys Annual Pig Roast and Mr. Sticky (normally held in October) have been cancelled due to Covid-19.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on October 13th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken & Waffles, vegetable, salad, fruit cup, dessert. 

Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Oct. 8th. Sign-up sheet for helpers and donations is on table in social hall.
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.

Link to hymn:  “May the Mind of Christ My Savior ”
(For those who have internet and wish to sing a hymn)
The Mind of Christ

Kate Wilkinson (1859-1928), who ministered to young women in west London, wrote only one hymn. “May the Mind of Christ, My Savior” is a powerful message based on Philippians 2:5. “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” (NRSV).

The verses can also serve as prayers to ask ourselves daily.
A prayer for guidance
Lord, take me where you want me to go;
Let me meet who you want me to meet;
Tell me what you want me to say,
and keep me out of your way.

—Rev. Mychal Judge, FDNY chaplain and the first official casualty on 9/11
Hymn: “May the Mind of Christ My Savior (St. Leonards)” 

          Page 390 in red hymnal
Arthur Cyril Barham-Gould | Emily R. Brink | Kate Barclay Wilkinson

CCLI Song # 1880307   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1    May the mind of Christ my Savior
Live in me from day to day
By His love and pow'r controlling
All I do and say
Verse 2    May the Word of God dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour
So that all may see I triumph
Only through His pow'r
Verse 3    May the peace of God my Father
Rule my life in everything
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing
Verse 4    May the love of Jesus fill me
As the waters fill the sea
Him exalting self abasing
This is victory
Verse 5    May I run the race before me
Strong and brave to face the foe
Looking only unto Jesus
As I onward go
Verse 6    May His beauty rest upon me
As I seek the lost to win
And may they forget the channel
Seeing only Him
History of Hymn: 
"MAY THE MIND OF CHRIST, MY SAVIOR"
"Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5)
     INTRO.: A hymn which exhorts us to let the mind be in us which was also in Christ Jesus is "May The Mind of Christ, My Savior" (#569 in Hymns for Worship Revised). The text was written by Kate Barclay Wilkinson, who was born on Aug. 27, 1859, at Woodlands Bank, Timperley in Cheshire, England. The daughter of a mechanical engineer, William Beckett Johnson, she married Frederick Barclay Wilkinson, a cashier, at St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church, Altrincham, Cheshire, in 1891.  Working with young women in west London, she was apparently actively involved in the Keswick Deeper Life Convention movement. Keswick is a market town and urban district in Cumberland, England. English poets Robert Southey and Samuel Taylor Coleridge lived there at Greta Hall.
      In the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, Keswick was the site of a series of meetings designed to promote more devotion to Christ in the Church of England. Through the years several such movements have arisen to push for greater consecration to the Lord in various religious organizations. Of course, any attempt, whether by individual or group, to accomplish the aim of drawing closer to God’s will, must put great stress on learning and following the mind of Christ in the life of each person. The desire of all who wish to please the Lord should be that as they mature in the faith, their personality and character will take on more Christ-like qualities. This hymn must have been produced before 1913 because it evidently appeared in print as a poem that year.
      The tune (St. Leonards) was composed by Arthur Cyril Barnham-Gould (1891-1953). After attending Ridley Hall at Cambridge, he became an Anglican minister in 1927, serving All Souls’ Church at Langham Place from 1927 to 11929, Holy Trinity Church in Brompton from 1832 to 1936, and St. Paul’s Church at Onslow Square from 1936 to 1953. Text and tune were first published together in the 1925 Golden Bells Hymnal. Kate Wilkinson died just three years later, on Dec. 28, 1928, at Kensington in London, England. However, her hymn remains as an encouragement to prepare for both our worship on the Lord’s day and our daily living by seeking the mind of Christ in our hearts.
 Among hymnbooks published by members of the Lord’s church during the twentieth century for use in churches of Christ, the only one that I know of to include the song is Hymns of Worship Revised (not in the original edition). Other books in my collection to contain the hymn are the 1966 Crusader Hymns edited by Cliff Barrows; the 1968 Great Hymns of the Faith edited by John W. Peterson; the 1972 Living Hymns edited by Alfred B. Smith; the 1974 Hymns of the Living Church edited by Donald Hustad; the 1976 Hymns for the Family of God edited by Fred Bock; the 1979 Praise: Our Songs and Hymns edited by Norman Johnson; the 1987 Worship His Majesty edited by Fred Bock; the 1989 Worship the Lord edited by Lloyd A. Larsen; the 1990 Trinity Hymnal Revised edited by Lawrence C. Roff; the 1993 Sing to the Lord Hymnal edited by Ken Bible; the 1995 Rejoice Hymnal edited by Vernon M. Whaley; the 1997 Celebration Hymnal edited by Tom Fettke; the 2001 Worship and Rejoice edited by Scott A. Shorney; and the 2006 Christian Life Hymnal edited by Eric Wyse
     The song asks God to help us add to our lives various aspects of the will of Christ.
I. Stanza 1 teaches us that we need the mind of Christ
II. Stanza 2 teaches that we need the word of Christ dwelling in us
 III. Stanza 3 teaches that we need the peace of God ruling our hearts
IV. Stanza 4 teaches that we need the love of Jesus filling us
V. Stanza 5 teaches that we need strength from the Lord to face the foe
VI. Stanza 6 teaches that we need the beauty of Christ resting upon us     
    CONCL.: The six stanzas of the hymn were originally intended for each day of the week leading up to Sunday. However, every day we ought to ask ourselves the question, "What is the Christ-like way for handling this or that situation?" Therefore at all times I should be examining myself and asking the Lord, "May the Mind of Christ, my Savior" be in me.
This information was posted on hymnstudiesblog Mar. 31, 2009
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #27
           September 27, 2020        

        “Missing The Point”

   
      

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Philippians 2:1-5  “If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

Jesus has called us here this day. We are here, although for some of us it was not an easy choice. Often what we say and do are very different. Help us follow God’s will, not with lip service, but with true humility. Come, now is the time to worship. Now is the time of healing, restoration, and hope. AMEN.
Invocation:
Loving God, we come this day to worship with so many things on our hearts and minds. We are drawn away by the problems and cares of our world. We are plagued with selfish ambitions in not considering the wellbeing of others. Heal our spirits. Open our hearts. Help us be your disciples. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
New Testament: Philippians 2:1-13

*Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32

Meditation:
“Missing The Point”


One day a group of investors were given a tour of a state-of-the-art oil refinery in hopes of their joining the company as stock holders. They were shown everything from the docks and rail heads where the crude oil was brought in, the holding tanks, the processing system, and the final storage tanks holding the finished products. Everything, including the workers’ break room and the executive suites were newly remodeled and beautiful. It had rest and play rooms to increase productivity. There was even a food court where a person could get custom prepared meals. The tour guide boasted of all these improvements that had been made with a great deal of pride. At the end of the tour one potential investor raised her hand with a puzzled look on her face. “You’ve shown us this amazing facility with all its modern, efficient designs and departments. I’m wondering where your shipping department is?” The tour guide answered in a rather embarrassed way, “all of our products are made to keep the refinery running. We don’t’ have a shipping department because we keep all the oil for ourselves.” Needless to say, this company had lost sight of its mission and reason for existence. It was missing the point. 


In Jesus’s time, the leaders of the Pharisees and the elders of Israel had also missed the point of God’s mission and what the role of Israel was to play in God’s plan. They were put in power by Rome because they served Rome’s purposes; namely the relatively peaceful administration of Israel. These leaders sought power and were threatened by Jesus because of his influence and popularity among the people. They didn’t want to lose the power they thought they had. In fact, the people had grown tired under their leadership and didn’t follow the Pharisees and elders very much. The people saw the Pharisees, elders, and Herod as being ‘in bed’ with Rome. Enter Jesus. 


The text from Matthew takes place after Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem on what we call Palm Sunday. Jesus was in the temple after clearing out the money changers and those profiteering from a system designed to cheat those coming to offer sacrifices on the high Holy days. He was in the temple daily healing the sick, and teaching any who would listen about the Kingdom of God. And the Pharisees and elders were looking for any reason to remove him from the temple in order to discredit him and his teachings. 


The Pharisees wanted to know what right or authority Jesus had to be there teaching. They were the self-appointed gatekeepers of who could and couldn’t teach in the temple. They hadn’t sanctioned and credentialed Jesus. They had no control over him, and they didn’t like that. In fact, they were threatened by Jesus’s popularity with the people. 


When asked where he got his ‘right’ or authority, Jesus turns the question back to them by asking, “where did John the Baptist get his authority?” They wouldn’t answer because they saw the dilemma Jesus created for them. If they said John got his authority from God, then Jesus could ask why didn’t they follow his teachings. And if they were to say his authority came from men then the people would be upset because John was almost universally seen as a prophet from God. Either way, they were trapped. 


Jesus goes on to tell the Parable of the two sons. The first one was asked by his father to take care of some chores, to which the son refused. He later changed his mind and did as his father asked. The father asked his second son to do some chores and this son agreed and said he would do them. But he never does the chores he agreed to do. Jesus then asks, “which of the two sons did the will of their father?” The Pharisees replied the first one did. Jesus’s point being that what we do matters far more than what we say. God is not interested in our lip service, but our hearts. And it is only through our actions, not just our words, that reveal whether or not our hearts have truly been changed by God’s love. 


The temple leaders had missed their God-given opportunity to lead people into God’s Kingdom and instead positioned themselves to keep people they deemed unfit out of God’s Kingdom. They had become so enamored with power and influence that they lost sight of the mission to which God had called them because they were afraid of losing whatever power they thought they had. They had completely missed God’s intention for them. They missed the point.


The question for us as individuals, and for the church in general, is have we become so focused on keeping ourselves alive that we’ve missed the point of the mission to which God has called us? Have we fallen into the trap of seeking political power and influence so that we’ve lost sight of our call to preach good news to the poor, heal the sick, set the oppressed free, and proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor? The religious leaders of Israel had fallen into this trap with Rome and lost credibility for being people of God with the ones they sought to lead. 

I would argue that the evangelical church has fallen into that same trap. When we seek political influence and power we lose the ability to speak prophetically on behalf of the Kingdom of God. This does not mean we shouldn’t be active in voting or being active in community issues. It does mean we need to be guided by God’s Spirit to speak for those without a voice. To seek justice for those oppressed by injustice. To offer help to those in need. To call people to repent of their sins and turn to the love of their Heavenly Father found in Jesus Christ. In other words, to do the things Jesus did while he was on earth to fulfill the mission to which we have been called. 

One question we can ask ourselves is, “do we reflect the welcoming nature of Jesus, or do we look more like the temple leaders who functioned more from fear and self-preservation then faith?” Being welcoming is risky. We run the risk of people coming to our church that are different from us. Different in political ideology, race, economic status, and maybe in how one understands certain biblical texts that aren’t central to the necessity of faith in Jesus Christ which brings about new life, and the inspiration and centrality of the Bible to our lives. 

Being more welcoming can mean things get a bit messy. Whenever and wherever broken people (like us) gather, life gets messier. Yet we are called to be a people together who embody the love of Jesus for one another and to share that love with the messy world in which we live. And much of Paul’s writings, like this week’s text from Philippians,  address the challenges within the church when diverse people choose to join together as God’s people. It’s not too late to join Jesus and get ‘messy’ in caring for the people he has called us to serve. 

May God grant us strength and courage to enter the messiness of the world in Jesus’s name. May God grant us the humility to repent of our seeking power over being a servant. May God’s spirit guide us into all wisdom as we try to be faithful to the call of the Gospel, so we don’t end up missing the point. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Lord of hope and healing, you have heard the cries of our hearts. You know that we do want to serve you, and yet when things get tough, we buckle and cave in. We lack the courage and strength to work for you. You have reminded us that you will be continually with us and we need to place our trust in that fact. Your love will sustain and heal us. Your mercy and grace will give us courage and strength, joy and peace. As we have come before you this day, offering our prayers for those near and dear to us, let us remember that you constantly lift and carry us in your love (time of silence to bring those who need God’s touch and new life). Bring us to the knowledge of your mercy and powerful love that will never leave us. Prepare us for ministry in areas of need and desolation. For we ask these things in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
Benediction:
Go bravely and boldly into this world of messiness, confusion and pain. Bring God’s healing words of love and forgiveness. Know the power of mercy and grace in your life, and use those wonderful gifts to serve God by serving the people. Go in peace. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
