Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #35
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Neil Snyder & Family of Sally Snyder; *Phil Guertin, (Rehab.); *Janelle Miller, (Hosp.); Ed Berra; Laurel Guertin; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Roxanne Fasick; Janelle Miller;  Deb Polak; Kelly Richter; Ellen Snyder, (Gail Shertzer’s sister)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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    SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 2021

            Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
September 5, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
    Prelude    
Announcements                                                   Dave Novinger
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                            Dave Novinger
L:  Jesus brought healing love to all people.
            P:  They talked and marveled about his miracles.
L:  But they really didn’t understand him.
P:  They wanted the healing, but not necessarily a change in their lives.
L:  Jesus brings us transforming compassion.
P:  Lord Jesus, keep our minds and our spirits open to your life-changing words. AMEN.
Invocation     

                                                        Dave Novinger
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Test.:  Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 (See Insert) Diane Shaffer  
Psalm: Psalm 125   (Responsive)     (See Insert)    Pastor
New Testament: James 2:1-17          (See Insert)      Carol Knight                             
Music                            “Our Great Savior”                   Pg. 89
*Gospel:  Mark 7:24-37                       (See Insert)    Pastor
Sermon  -              “Can You Keep A Secret?”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Preparation for Holy Communion
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                                   

HOLY COMMUNION 

   Music -                       O Breath of Life”                     Pg. 291
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today September 5th! The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost! We are moving towards a more normal way of being together! Masks are no longer required. We no longer require people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Our plan is to continue to ease up on restrictions as we move forward, as long as people remain healthy. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.

                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Sept.  5 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)     
Sept.   6 - Labor Day Holiday Church offices are closed.

Sept.   7 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Sept.   9 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting (Elders is changed to this date due to Labor Day holiday)

Sept. 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Sept. 14 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup
Sept. 15 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Sept. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

DEACONS WILL MEET on Tuesday September 7th at 7:00PM.

ELDERS WILL MEET on Thursday September 9th at 7:00PM. (Elders is changed to this date due to Labor Day holiday.)
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday September 14th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu:

Campfire Bundles (Meatballs, carrots, celery, potatoes in a gravy), Salad, Dinner roll, Fruit salad, Dessert.  Please call by Thursday Sept. 9th to reserve meal. Please see the donation/helper list.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Aug. 29 was 36.
Face book views for Aug. 29 was 15.

Face book views for Aug. 22 was 65.
                 SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - O. T. Reading: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 (NLT)
22 Choose a good reputation over great riches; being held in high esteem is better than silver or gold. 2 The rich and poor have this in common: The Lord made them both. 8 Those who plant injustice will harvest disaster, and their reign of terror will come to an end. 9 Blessed are those who are generous, because they feed the poor. 22 Don’t rob the poor just because you can, or exploit the needy in court. 23 For the Lord is their defender. He will ruin anyone who ruins them.
2nd Reading -Psalm 125:1-5 (Responsive Reading) (NLT)
1 Those who trust in the Lord are as secure as Mount Zion;
    they will not be defeated but will endure forever.
2 Just as the mountains surround Jerusalem,
    so the Lord surrounds his people, both now and forever.
3 The wicked will not rule the land of the godly,
    for then the godly might be tempted to do wrong.
4 O Lord, do good to those who are good,
    whose hearts are in tune with you.
5 But banish those who turn to crooked ways, O Lord.
    Take them away with those who do evil.
May Israel have peace!
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading James 2:1-17 (NLT)
2 My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some people over others? 2 For example, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is poor and dressed in dirty clothes. 3 If you give special attention and a good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can stand over there, or else sit on the floor”—well, 4 doesn’t this discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil motives? 5 Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him? 6 But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag
you into court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear? 8 Yes indeed, it is good when you
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading James 2:1-17 (NLT) (Continued)
obey the royal law as found in the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you favor some people over others, you are committing a sin. You are guilty of breaking the law. 10 For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person who has broken all of God’s laws. 11 For the same God who said, “You must not commit adultery,” also said, “You must not murder.” So if you murder someone but do not commit adultery, you have still broken the law. 12 So whatever you say or whatever you do, remember that you will be judged by the law that sets you free. 13 There will be no mercy for those who have not shown mercy to others. But if you have been merciful, God will be merciful when he judges you. 14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 15 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, 16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? 17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Mark 7:24-37 (NLT)
24 Then Jesus left Galilee and went north to the region of Tyre. He didn’t want anyone to know which house he was staying in, but he couldn’t keep it a secret. 25 Right away a woman who had heard about him came and fell at his feet. Her little girl was possessed by an evil spirit, 26 and she begged him to cast out the demon from her daughter. Since she was a Gentile, born in Syrian Phoenicia, 

27 Jesus told her, “First I should feed the children—my own family, the Jews. It isn’t right to take food from the children and throw it to the dogs.” 28 She replied, “That’s true, Lord, but even the dogs under the table are allowed to eat the scraps from the children’s plates.” 29 “Good answer!” he said. “Now go home, for the demon has left your daughter.” 30 And when she arrived home, she found her little girl lying quietly in bed, and the demon was gone. 31 Jesus left Tyre and went up to Sidon before going back to the Sea of Galilee and the region of the Ten Towns. 32 A deaf man with a speech impediment was brought to him, and the people begged Jesus to lay his hands on the man to heal him. 33 Jesus led him away
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Mark 7:24-37 (NLT) (Continued)
from the crowd so they could be alone. He put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then, spitting on his own fingers, he touched the man’s tongue. 34 Looking up to heaven, he sighed and said, 

“Ephphatha,” which means, “Be opened!” 35 Instantly the man could hear perfectly, and his tongue was freed so he could speak plainly! 36 Jesus told the crowd not to tell anyone, but the more he told them not to, the more they spread the news. 37 They were completely amazed and said again and again, “Everything he does is wonderful. He even makes the deaf to hear and gives speech to those who cannot speak.”
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) July, August, September devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.

SCRIPTURE READERS: If you are willing to read scripture during worship service, please see Donna Novinger. We wish to get a list of lay readers. Thank you.
MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
History of Hymn “Our Great Savior”   John Wilbur Chapman (1859-1918), a Presbyterian pastor and evangelist in late 19th, early 20th centuries, said he could not pinpoint the date of his conversion to Christ, but did look to an incident at age 17 as “the day of my acknowledgment of Christ.” He had various pastorates and evangelistic work over 18 years of ministry, preached 50,000 sermons to audiences totaling over 60 million. At one of his pastorates, a member told him, “You are not a very strong preacher, but a few of us have decided to gather and pray every Sunday morning for you.” His ministry was well received and marked by the growth of his various churches by the conversion of people to Christ. He preached across the United States and across the world, including Canada, Philippines, Hong Kong, China, Korea, Japan, En gland, Wales, Ireland, Australia, Scotland, New Zealand, India, Sri Lanka, and the Fiji Islands. Chapman once said, “The rule which governs my life is this: anything that dims my vision of Christ, or takes away my taste for Bible Study, or cramps me in my prayer life, or makes Christian work difficult, is wrong for me; and I must, as a Christian, turn away from it.” Welshman Rowland Pritchard composed the great hymn tune Hyfrydol (a Welsh word meaning lovely, cheerful or melodious) eighty years before the hymn text was written. Hymn writer Robert Harkness, pianist in Dr. Chapman’s evangelistic meetings, provided the common harmonization of the tune specifically for the hymn. In an online post on Wordwise Hymns Robert Cottrill wondered how often in the Scriptures the Lord is spoken of as “great.” The answer is many dozens of times. Deut. 10:17; Neh. 8:6, Ps. 138:5; Isaiah 63:7; Ps. 117:2; 119:156; Na. 1:3; Jer. 32:17; Rev. 11:17; Prov. 26:10; Ps. 45:11; Jer. 32:18; Heb. 13:20; Jer. 44:26; Ezek. 36:23; Ps. 135:5-6; Lam. 3:23; Dan. 9:4; Ps. 111:2; 126:3; Mk. 5:19; Rev. 15:3. Two texts are particularly relevant to this hymn: Titus 2:13 closely parallels Chapman’s original Title, speaking of “our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” Also Psalm 145:3.
    In addition to this hymn Chapman is credited with writing “One Day” and “’Tis Jesus”. Nothing seems to be found about what led him to write this hymn. We can only assume that the words came from his personal experience and walk with the Lord. From this he could write that the Savior is our Friend who loves us, who provides His child with strength, protection, and comfort when we need it. He is also our Guide and Keeper in the storms of life.  Hopefully this, too, has been your experience.  If it isn't, then receive Jesus as your Savior today and you will find "more than all in Him".  And if He is your Savior, then rejoice and thank Him for "saving, helping, keeping, loving" and being with you to the end.  Hallelujah, what a Savior!
History of hymn “O Breath of Life” (Page 291):

Elizabeth Ann Porter Head (Jan. 1, 1850-June 28, 1936) known as “Bessie” Head was an English hymn writer and a member of the Anglican Church. Her husband, Albert Alfred Head, an insurance broker, was chairman of the Keswick Convention (a holiness group) for a number of years. Mrs. Head’s hymn, written around 1914, first appeared in a hymnal in 1920. This hymn is a penetrating, powerful prayer that God would equip and use His church in the world of today, by His Spirit. It’s a prayer for revival and renewal, a prayer for cleansing and equipping, in light of the words of the Lord Jesus: “Do you not say, ‘There are still four months, then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” (John. 4:35). “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38). But instead of the missionary zeal of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, we see, by and large, a weakened and compromised church. There is doctrinal compromise, a setting aside of the fundamentals of the faith with the plea, “Let’s just get together and love one another.” Forgotten by many is the exhortation that we are to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3). There is also moral compromise in the church. Things are permitted and even endorsed by Christians that violate the holy separation God expects (2 Corinthians 6:17). Indeed, too often, the world has made more of an impact on the church than the church has on the world. Paul faced that in the Corinthian church (1 Corinthians 5:1-8), and it is still around.  “The time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17).  The church in North America is relatively free of concerted and organized persecution- at least in comparison to many other parts of the world. But the Bible teaches that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). And the Lord may permit it, in the days ahead, as part of His loving chastening. “You have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: ‘My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.’ …Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it” (Hebrews 12:5-6, 11).   Scriptures in Italics are from New King James Version (NKJV)
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #35  
              September 5, 2021              “Can You Keep A Secret?”
   


   
      
                    15th Sunday after Pentecost
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Jesus brought healing love to all people.
P: They talked and marveled about his miracles.
L: But they really didn’t understand him.
P: They wanted the healing, but not necessarily a change in their lives.
L: Jesus brings us transforming compassion.
P: Lord Jesus, keep our minds and our spirits open to your life-changing words. AMEN.
Invocation:

Lord of mercy and compassion, be with us this day as we hear of the healing love of Jesus. Remind us that we are also recipients of his compassion and we are called to bring the same hope and love to others. Prepare us for service in His Name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
Psalm: Psalm 125
New Testament: James 2:1-17
*Gospel: Mark 7:24-37
Meditation:

“Can You Keep A Secret?”

There are few sayings that are more enticing and captivating than, “Can you keep a secret?” Our curiosity is piqued. We wonder what the secret might be and if we can really keep it. We are drawn seductively in by the person who wants to share their tidbit of knowledge with us, perhaps even against our better judgment in some cases. 

Some secrets are meant to be kept secrets. All of us can appreciate someone we can trust with whom we can share some of our most private thoughts and feelings. As a pastor and chaplain, I’ve been entrusted with many things that people have shared with me expecting that I would not divulge their thoughts. Some of you also have or had jobs and responsibilities that require you to maintain a high degree of confidentiality. Some secrets are so important to keep that only the most trusted people who have passed background checks are given access to sensitive material. 
There are also some secrets that make us wonder as to why someone would want it kept secret. We occasionally hear of someone who got a promotion wanting that news to be kept quiet, or an engagement, or even a pregnancy that has been long anticipated. We wonder why anyone would want to keep such good news a secret, except when we remember how quickly good news can be turned into something larger than life in the hands of those who have another agenda besides celebration. 

When I read today’s text, I found myself wondering why Jesus would want his ministry to be kept secret. This text seems out of place with many of the practices we would consider to be important in proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel. This text doesn’t seem to be in keeping with Jesus’ charge for us to go into the world and to teach others about himself and to baptize those people who come to faith in him. In fact, even Jesus’ treatment of these two people seems a bit crude and insensitive. And yet this secrecy motif runs throughout the Gospels in different places. What are we to make of this?

Let’s take these two stories in their turn. In the first account, Jesus is in the area near Tyre. Tyre is located on the Mediterranean coast in what is now modern Lebanon. Right off the bat Mark states that Jesus wanted his presence to be kept secret. And yet he is unable to keep his presence hidden. 

A woman of Phoenician and Syrian decent has heard of Jesus and comes to him with a deep need. She was breaking all kinds of social norms. She was a Gentile, and a woman approaching a man. But her deep love for her afflicted daughter drove her to seek out Jesus for help because of what she had heard about him. Things that he wanted kept secret. 

Jesus’ initial response to her seems quite rude on a first read. He seems to be associating her with a dog. This treatment seems so out of character for the same man who has healed so many. He seems to associate with sinners of all kinds, Roman soldiers, Pharisees, prostitutes, and he treats them with love and respect. The only recorded disdain Jesus levels at anyone is reserved for the religious leaders who are so caught up in their own legalism that they have completely missed what a relationship with God is all about. 

But this woman would not be deterred. She came to get help for her daughter and she knew that Jesus was the only hope for that. Her response to Jesus showed great wisdom and faith. She acknowledges his lordship and even accepts his words and the social place in which Jesus seems to put her. She also recognizes God’s abundance and reminds Jesus that there is enough of God’s mercy to go around for her daughter. Jesus obviously agrees and is so taken with her faith that he responds with his characteristic kindness and heals her daughter. 

Mark then takes us to the area around the Sea of Galilee. The friends of a deaf mute brought him to Jesus to be healed. Jesus then does a rather unorthodox thing. He sticks his fingers in the man’s ears and then spits on his hand and touches the mute’s tongue. The part of me that just came out of the health care field could not help but think about germs. I’m pretty sure if I did anything like that at a hospital, I would have been kicked out even if I claimed I was only following Jesus’ example. 

Jesus then commands that his ears be opened and they are. The man is healed. He is able to hear and speak plainly. And then Jesus asks the man and his friends to keep this secret. How do you keep this secret? Is he supposed to pretend to still be deaf and mute? Mark records that the more Jesus tried to have them keep it secret, the more they told others. I can certainly understand the difficulty in keeping news like this silent. I can also imagine hearing of this healing and thinking about people I knew and loved who were sick and in need of healing. I would want to bring them to Jesus too, especially if I thought that this was their best hope of recovery. 

Jesus’ need for secrecy bookends today’s text. It both starts the narrative and ends it. And yet between these two injunctions for secrecy are events that demand celebration and praise. Those who witnessed these miracles could not contain their joy despite Jesus’ admonitions. And who can really blame them? 

Mark doesn’t give a lot of explanations in his Gospel for many things, so we are left to speculate. The best explanation I have come across is that Jesus wanted to avoid the popular notion of what and who the Messiah would do and be. Because of the centuries of oppression they experienced, many Jewish folks put their hopes in a Messiah who would be a political savior. They were looking for someone who would drive out the Romans and restore the Davidic monarchy. They were looking for a renewed sense of the glory Israel once enjoyed under David and Solomon and to rid Israel of the corruption that had gotten into its political and religious systems. 

Different groups like the Essenes, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Zealots all had different notions of the Messiah’s mission and identity. Jesus did not want his mission to be caught up in this cult of personality. He did not want other’s preconceived ideas of the Messiah to get in the way of his mission as the true Messiah. Many had forgotten the prophets revealing the Messiah not just as a political figure, but also as priest: as a servant of the people. Jesus knew that his methods and mission would not fit the popular view of a Messiah. He knew that people would get caught up in the excitement of his miracles and they would miss the opportunity to draw close to God as a result of their encounters with him. He knew that they would be more interested in the gift given than in the giver of the gift. 

Jesus may have wanted his presence and activity to remain secret because he knew that his popularity with the common people, the miracles, his teachings on God’s kingdom, and his own claims of being the Messiah would eventually lead to his death. He knew that this was not the right time for the completion of his mission. 

What can we take from this text for our own lives? Allow me to make a suggestion. An encounter with the living Christ is anything but predictable. These narratives remind us that Jesus deals with each of us where we are at, with our own particular needs. That may mean that the way I encounter Jesus may be different from the way you encounter Jesus. There is no universal approach or formula that we can use to get Jesus to do what we want him to do for us except that we remain open to Jesus in humility. 

The Syro-Phoenician woman and the deaf mute remind us that when we approach Jesus, we should remain open, no matter how uncomfortable, to what Jesus wants to do for us and how he wants to be with us. It begs the reflective question of how deeply do we want to encounter the real living Jesus Christ? What does that encounter mean for me? For us? 

At the core of any encounter with Jesus Christ stands the invitation to be transformed; to be made more like Christ. This transformation includes being reconciled to God and each other even when we don’t feel like being gracious and forgiving. It means dying to old habits and sinful behaviors that create a barrier between God and each other. It may mean taking a leap of faith when human reason can supply no answers or wisdom. 

But in the end, an encounter with the living resurrected Christ is also like coming home. The journey may be hard and painful, but definitely worth the effort. Thankfully this is something we don’t need to keep secret any longer. We can celebrate our homecomings – our encounters with Jesus, and encourage each other as companions on the same journey. May we find our hearts’ true home in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Lord, you know how great our needs are. In these difficult times when jobs are threatened, homes are being lost, families are experiencing great stress, come and bring your healing love to us. Help us to place our trust in you. Remind us again of how you transform lives, not just with healing, but with a spirit of hope and compassion. Keep us hopeful. Teach us not to give up when things are going wrong. Give us faith that can move mountains. Give us hearts that are ready to be of service to others in all times and in all places. 
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)
As we have lifted up people and situations which concern us and have asked for your hand of healing, remind us that that same healing hand rests on us also. Enable us to be people of compassion and trust; for we ask these things in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Feel the power of Christ’s healing love restoring you. Go in peace, offering help and hope to others. And may the love of God the Father, the compassion of Jesus the Son, and the presence of the Holy Spirit always be with you. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
