              Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #24
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Donna Donahue & Family and friends of Ritchie Moorhead; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Gail Shertzer; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Jordan Graeff;  Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Kelly Shutt; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Clark Ellis; Destiny Snyder
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler;; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6, 2020
             Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
September 6, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We will not be singing hymns but feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Come out of the darkness of despair into the brightness of God’s transforming love.

P: We praise God for God’s presence with us!
L: Prepare your hearts and spirits to receive God’s mercy and healing.

P: We thank God for God’s mercy toward us.
L: Come, let us praise and worship God who is always with us.

P: Thanks be to God at all times and in all places. AMEN.
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40 (Responsive) (Pg. 843 Blue Hymnal)
Gospel:  Matthew 18:15-20                 (Pg. 26 N.T. Pew Bible) 
*New Testament:  Romans 13:8-14     (Pg. 216 N.T. Pew Bible)
Music -     “O The Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”            Page 211
                           (See Note above)     
Sermon -                 “Debt of Love”    

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

      Words of Assurance  


Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION 


    
Music - “We Are God’s People ”  (See Note above)   Page 283
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). If you wish to visit, please do so outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Thank you.   Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions. If you prefer, devotions can be emailed to you (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Attendance for Aug. 30: In-person- 30; Facebook online- 50 views; 139 views for Aug. 23 as of Sept. 2. 

COMMUNION: We have Communion today during worship service. It is served in pews.
WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to Donna Donahue and Family and Friends of Ritchie Moorhead as Ritchie went to be with the Lord September 1st. We pray God surrounds them with his loving arms and comfort.

                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
No Sunday School or other activities (No Elders Meeting)
Sept.   6 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

Sept.  8 - 5:30-6:30PM - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday Sept. 3rd.

Sept. 13 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

Sept. 14 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting 

                (Council meeting has been changed for Sept. meeting)
Please Note: Sept. 16-19 - Pastor Guertin will be out of town. Pastor Gail Boyer will cover any pastoral needs during this time. Please call the church office for pastoral needs.
Sept. 20 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online

                 Pastor Ron Reitz will be Guest Speaker
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on September 8th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Ham, Scalloped potatoes, green beans, salad, fruit cup, dessert. 
Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Sept. 3rd. Sign-up sheet for helpers and donations is on table in social hall.
********************************************************************************************************************************************

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
Excerpt from Robert J. Morgan’s book “A Hymn a Day” about Hymn   “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”

      I find it fascinating and comforting that the love of Jesus is described as being cube-shaped in Ephesians 3:18, perfect on all its sides, infinite in all its dimensions—long, high, wide, and deep.  Drawing from this verse, Samuel Trevor Francis, who was born in England on November 19, 1834, makes the love of Christ real to us in this immortal hymn.  His vivid image came from his own background.  As a child, Samuel wrote poems and sang in the church choir; but as a young man he struggled with questions and considered drowning himself in the River Thames.  Then he was wonderfully changed by a personal experience of the love of Christ.  He eventually became a London merchant; but his real love was hymn-writing and open-air preaching, which occupied him all his life, until his death at age 92.   
Hymn: “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”   
(Page 211 Red Hymnal)
Tom Fettke    
CCLI Song # 1815781 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   O the deep deep love of Jesus
Vast unmeasured boundless free
Rolling as a mighty ocean
In its fullness over me
Verse 2    Underneath me all around me
Is the current of His love
Leading onward leading homeward
To my glorious rest above
Verse 3    O the deep deep love of Jesus
Love of ev'ry love the best
'Tis an ocean vast of blessing
'Tis the source of peace and rest
Verse 4    O the deep deep love of Jesus
'Tis a heav'n of heav'ns to me
And it lifts me up to glory
For it lifts me up to Thee
Verse 5    O the deep deep love of Jesus
Spread His praise from shore to shore
Sing of His greatness sing of His goodness
Sing of His love forevermore
Link for Hymn “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”

Hymn: “We Are God’s People” (Page 283 in red hymnal)

Bryan Jeffery Leech | Fred Bock | Johannes Brahms

© Copyright 1976 by Fred Bock Music Co. All rights reserved. Used by Permission

CCLI Song # 13058  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  We are God's people the chosen of the Lord
Born of His Spirit established by His Word
Our cornerstone is Christ alone
And strong in Him we stand
O let us live transparently
And walk heart to heart and hand in hand
Verse 2   We are God’s loved ones, the Bride of Christ our Lord
For we have known it, the love of god out-poured

Now let us learn how to return The gift of love once given

O let us share each joy and care, and live with a zeal that 

pleases Heaven.

Verse 3    We are the Body of which the Lord is Head

Called to obey Him, now risen from the dead

He wills us be a family Diverse yet truly one

O let us give our gifts to God, And so shall His work on earth 

    be done.
Verse 4    We are a temple the Spirit's dwelling place
Formed in great weakness a cup to hold God's grace
We die alone for on its own
Each ember loses fire
Yet joined in one the flame burns on
To give warmth and light and to inspire

Link for hymn: “We Are God’s People”
History of Hymn: “We Are God’s People” 
          Bryan Jeffery Leech was born in Middlesex, England, on May 14, 1931, and spent more than half of his life in the United States, coming to the States in 1955 after serving in the Royal Army and studying at London Bible College. He continued his education at Barrington College and later North Park Seminary. He was ordained to the ministry in 1961 and served Covenant congregations in Boston, Montclair, New Jersey, San Francisco, Santa Barbara, and Oakland, California. In addition to his pastoral duties, Leech was a member of the commission that prepared The Covenant Hymnal (1973) and was assistant editor for Hymns for the Family of God (1976). Leech did not begin writing hymns until his mid-thirties, and he went on to compose more than five hundred hymns, songs, anthems, and cantatas.  Anyone who has sung from a Covenant Hymnal in the last 40 years quite likely sang songs written by Covenant minister Bryan Jeffery Leech. Leech wrote hymns that included “Come, Share the Lord,” “Let Your Heart Be Broken,” “Kind and Merciful God,” “Your Cause Be Mine,” “We Are God’s People,” and “Lord, When We Praise You with Glorious Music.” Leech died on June 30, 2015, in California.  On July 4, 1975 Leech sat down at his typewriter and wrote all 4 verses wrote of what became “We Are God’s People”. 

      The opening stanza is built on the imagery in 1 Peter 2:9, that the community of faith is built on the foundation of Christ ("our cornerstone is Christ alone"), and that God's call and election are declared to a race, a people, a collegium of priests (Bartlett and Taylor, 2010, 462). The second stanza continues to build on the 1 Peter imagery. Boston College theologian Pheme Perkins writes that through God's mercy and election, God's gift is open to all (Perkins, 2012, 44). Stanza three highlights the church's character of being "the body." Theologian Miguel A. De La Torre writes that the fundamental message of Ephesians 1:22-23 is that of paradox, that the tragedy of the cross, its symbol of failure and shame, is transformed to glory and power through the church's solidarity with Christ (Bartlett and Taylor, 2010, 512).  The final stanza affirms the primary message of 1 Corinthians 3:16, that the church is more than community and serves as God's temple in human form, the place where God's Spirit dwells (Hays, 2011, 56)

History of Hymn: “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” 
     O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus" is a well-known Christian hymn, written by the London merchant Samuel Trevor Francis. Francis (1834–1925) had a spiritual turning point as a teenager, contemplating suicide one night on a bridge over the River Thames. Experiencing a renewal of faith, he went on to author many poems and hymns and was a preacher in addition to his merchant career.   The song compares Jesus' love to the ocean in scope, emphasizing the limitless, unchanging, and sacrificial nature of God's affections for the singer and all of humanity. 

This hymn by Samuel Trevor Francis (1834–1925) was first published in Whence-Whither and Other Poems (London: Morgan & Scott, 1898 | Fig. 1), in eight stanzas of eight lines, without music. In his preface, he included this explanation:  Many of these poems have appeared in various religious and semi-religious papers and magazines. The author has collected them together and with others which have never before seen the light, launches them forth on their message. If he has touched upon the sorrows and the dark side of human life, he has endeavored to show how light, hope, and joy may be found. 

     The deep love described in the first line of every stanza is reflected well in Ephesians 3:17-19:

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God (NIV).

      The hymn is rich in oceanic language, a suitable image for the concepts of depth and size, but the metaphor also describes movement, direction: “rolling … underneath me, all around me, is the current of thy love.” In the second stanza, the author sees the manifestation of this love in the sacrificial death of Christ. The proper response to this love is to “spread his praise from shore to shore.” The author is also amazed how such love could be offered to one who is “polluted, sinful, wretched.” This idea is echoed in Romans 5:8, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (ESV). The last four stanzas point upward to heavenly realms, where worshipers will be “standing by His side.” The “great inheritance” in stanza six is described in Ephesians 1. The final stanza refers to the Bridegroom and his “spotless bride,” another concept found in Ephesians (5:25)  
History of Hymn: “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” 

     O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus" is a well-known Christian hymn, written by the London merchant Samuel Trevor Francis. Francis (1834–1925) had a spiritual turning point as a teenager, contemplating suicide one night on a bridge over the River Thames. Experiencing a renewal of faith, he went on to author many poems and hymns and was a preacher in addition to his merchant career.   The song compares Jesus' love to the ocean in scope, emphasizing the limitless, unchanging, and sacrificial nature of God's affections for the singer and all of humanity. 

This hymn by Samuel Trevor Francis (1834–1925) was first published in Whence-Whither and Other Poems (London: Morgan & Scott, 1898 | Fig. 1), in eight stanzas of eight lines, without music. In his preface, he included this explanation:  Many of these poems have appeared in various religious and semi-religious papers and magazines. The author has collected them together and with others which have never before seen the light, launches them forth on their message. If he has touched upon the sorrows and the dark side of human life, he has endeavored to show how light, hope, and joy may be found. 

     The deep love described in the first line of every stanza is reflected well in Ephesians 3:17-19:

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God (NIV).

      The hymn is rich in oceanic language, a suitable image for the concepts of depth and size, but the metaphor also describes movement, direction: “rolling … underneath me, all around me, is the current of thy love.” In the second stanza, the author sees the manifestation of this love in the sacrificial death of Christ. The proper response to this love is to “spread his praise from shore to shore.” The author is also amazed how such love could be offered to one who is “polluted, sinful, wretched.” This idea is echoed in Romans 5:8, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (ESV). The last four stanzas point upward to heavenly realms, where worshipers will be “standing by His side.” The “great inheritance” in stanza six is described in Ephesians 1. The final stanza refers to the Bridegroom and his “spotless bride,” another concept found in Ephesians (5:25)  

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #24
     
    September 6, 2020                   
     “Debt of Love”

   
      

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Romans 13:11-12 “And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So, let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.”
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: Come out of the darkness of despair into the brightness of God’s transforming love.
P: We praise God for God’s presence with us!
L: Prepare your hearts and spirits to receive God’s mercy and healing.
P: We thank God for God’s mercy toward us.
L: Come, let us praise and worship God who is always with us.
P: Thanks be to God at all times and in all places. AMEN.
Invocation:
Gracious God, we come this day seeking courage and hope for the future. Our world is in such peril. Heal these wounds and quiet the words of war. Help us to be those who bring peace in our families and communities. Banish the darkness of doubt and fear; anoint us with your light and love that we may spread the good news of your mercy to everyone. In Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40 #843 (Blue)

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

* New Testament: Romans 13:8-14
Meditation:
“Debt of Love”


A man was beaten, robbed, and left by the side of the road and left for dead. He heard someone walking by and began calling out, “Help me, I’ve been beaten and robbed.” The other man, a priest, heard the man’s cries. Not wanting to get dirty or overly involved he made excuses saying, “sorry, really can’t help. I don’t know first aid. Come to think of it, there’s a Samaritan who travels this road often and he’s known to help others; perhaps he’ll be by in a bit.” The wounded man called back, “Wait… I need…” But the priest had moved along.


Sometime later the injured man heard someone else approach, so he began to cry out again, “Help me, I’ve been beaten and robbed.” This newest stranger, a Levite this time, heard the man’s cries and said, “you know, I’ve heard a story told by Jesus that sounds just like your situation…” and so he begins to tell the story of the Good Samaritan. “I’m really in a rush, but perhaps this Samaritan will be along to help.” The wounded man said, “Wait… I’m…” but the Levite had already left.


Yet another man comes by and after hearing the beaten man’s cries turns aside to talk to him. “Please help. I’ve been beaten and robbed.” The newest stranger bends down and says, “wow! I was in a situation just like this last year. A Good Samaritan came along and took care of me and helped me recover. I’ll pray he comes along soon to help you, too.” Wait! I’m…” but the man who had recovered had also left. Not long after this the beaten and robbed man, the Good Samaritan, died along the roadside for a lack of love. Love asks us to get dirty, in the ditch, be inconvenienced for others; even to lay down our own lives for another. This is what Paul is talking about when he calls us to owe a debt of love to each other. 


Love is a debt that can never be repaid. In the Roman world, obligation was a big part of their culture. A person owed allegiance to Caesar. A servant or slave owed service to their masters. If a person’s life was saved by another, then the one who was saved owed their life to the one who saved them. And, of course, there was debt and obligation related to finances. Paul is encouraging us to take care of all other debts, debts which keep us from being able to be fully free to follow the leadings of the Holy Spirit. All other debts, that is, except the debt of love. 


The love Paul is talking about is one that is unconditionally offered to another. It is the love Jesus embodied in his life, death, and resurrection. It is a love that is not based on feelings, or conditioned on what we might get out of the relationship. It is the love that is based on a decision to be committed to the other person in order to bless them. It seeks the other person’s wellbeing ahead of our own. 


This love, agape love, has a sense of urgency to it that Paul puts in compelling ways. Paul is right to remind us all that none of us know the hour of Jesus’s return. None of us knows the hour of our death. We can’t wait, or be stingy with God’s love found in Jesus Christ. 

My Grandpa Guertin was a closed, angry person for most of his life. But later in his life he found the love of God found in Jesus compelling; so compelling he gave himself to Jesus. The change in his life was remarkable. He became joyful. He became more loving and giving. He became a lot of fun to be around. So, all of us were shocked when he dropped dead of a massive heart attack while on his way back from the Parade of Roses in California. No warning. No long, drawn out illness to let us know the end was imminent. His death was and is a sobering reminder that none of us knows when our lives are over. So, as Paul says, “we must wake up!” 

Learning to love as Jesus did and does requires an inner transformation. It’s a transformation as dramatic as dark from light. Things we do that belong to the kingdom of darkness include things like sexual gratification at the expense of others. Drunkenness and any other activity, person, or thing we may use to self-medicate to escape our current circumstances are also part of the darkness. Engaging in arguing and jealousy, insisting on our own ways regardless of other’s feelings are part of our darker nature. In other words, our attitudes can be summed up as we want what we want, when we want it, even if it’s not ours. This is the old nature we’re to give up. 

So, if we’re to give up this old nature and die to self what do we do in it’s place? How do we engage in the process of transformation that Jesus calls us to when he says, “you must be born again?” How do we live in the light of Jesus’s love? By ‘putting on Christ.’ 

Putting on Christ begins with seeking to understand and live our heavenly Father’s will. This is how Jesus lived his life: in submission to his Father. And God’s will can be summed up in the dual commands to love God with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. Jesus lived this by seeking the well-being of others ahead of his own well-being. He gave everything of himself without losing himself. He gave his own life so that we could know and have his life. Yet Jesus’s life was more than just an example to follow. By ‘putting on Christ,’ having Jesus in us, and us being in Jesus, makes this new life possible through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

We need to make this unconditional, relentless love a priority in our lives. As our love for God grows deeper, then we find God’s love compels us to share it with others. We can grow in our capacity to live our lives in such a way that God blesses and loves other people through us as we learn to receive and give forgiveness and seek to be reconciled wherever possible. As we learn to seek how we can meet the needs of people who are in need and hurting. 

We can ask ourselves, “Is what I’m doing for my own gratification, perhaps at the expense of others, or is it to bless them? God?” These questions can be a meaningful way for us to reflect on how we are living our lives and if we are truly oriented towards God: whether or not we have put on Christ. And remember that while there is an urgency to putting on Christ, it is a process. A process we yield to and trust in God’s timing. 

As you experience the redeeming, transforming love of God poured out for you in the blood of Jesus Christ, may you find the grace to ‘put on Christ’ in order to love God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself in Jesus’s name. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession:

Forgiving and loving God, our hearts are filled today with pain and concern for the future of humankind. Words of anger assail our airways — we cannot escape from the threats being thrown about. In our fear, we cry “Where are you, O Lord?” We wander around in the darkness of the spirit, seeking light and hope. Forgive us when we forget that you are always with us, through times of peace and times of war. Heal our souls. Help us to reach out to others with the assurance of your love and presence, for we ask this in Jesus’ name. AMEN.
Words of Assurance:

God hears our prayers and our cries. God leads us out of the darkness of the past into the bright promise of today. We are called to stand strong and confident in God’s Love. Rejoice, dear friends, for that love which began before creation flows in and through you this day! AMEN.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Lord of light, in the midst of darkness and fear, you call us to be a community of peace, love and hope. You remind us of the blessings we have and the opportunities to share those blessings with others. We praise and thank you for all these things and for your constant presence with us. Today, as a community seeking peace and healing, we offer the names of loved ones who are struggling with illness, with loss, with feelings of alienation and fear. We name these dear ones in the silence of our hearts, seeking your healing and hope in their lives. [Prayers of concern are offered here]. As we have lifted up our concerns, we also offer messages of love and rejoicing. Let us offer prayers of Thanksgiving and Joy in our hearts. [Prayers of joy are offered here]. Lord, we thank you for your healing mercies and your sustaining love for us. We are confident in your abiding presence with us. Help us to be faithful to you in all times and in all places. Give us the grace to accept the forgiveness you have offered to each of us. For it is in Jesus’ name that we offer this prayer. AMEN.

Benediction:
You are prepared to walk away from the darkness into the light. Go into this world confident in Christ’s love and God’s eternal presence with you. Go to be a witness for good and a bearer of peace to all you meet. Go in peace! AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
