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       From the desk of Pastor Dave…     

Persistent Hope

Many of you know that I grew up in Rhode Island; the Ocean State. Rhode Island’s identity is rooted in its relationship to the ocean. Fishing is a big part of Rhode Island’s economy, as is tourism related to its many beaches. Rhode Island’s state symbol is a ship’s anchor positioned vertically in a cross-like shape with the word, “Hope” written above the anchor. The anchor becomes a natural symbol for the smallest state’s motto and flag, and reflects its founding virtue. 

Hope is essential for a sense of well-being in life. The question we need to ask is, in what/who are we placing our hope? Sailors placed hope in the ship’s anchor to keep them in a certain position, to keep them from drifting particularly in bad seas. Part of the reason the anchor was put in a cruciform position was to remind us that Jesus Christ and his death on the cross is our anchor and our hope.

We will soon be entering the Advent season and then Christmas. Part of our Advent reflection is on hope. Our hope, as followers of Jesus is this: no matter life’s challenges and storms, joys and triumphs, pains and fears, Jesus knows them all because he came as one of us into the world to offer a persistent hope that God is with us always. 

May Jesus Christ, the anchor of hope for our souls, keep us secure in his love until he calls us home, or until he comes again. 

                                                                In His Grip,

                                                                Pastor Dave
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GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   


  Bible Reading Experience reading Plan. Join us for an unforgettable journey through “KINGDOMS” (New Living Translation) as The Valleys explores the books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, 1 Kings and 2 Kings together! We read five days a week and those who wish can share the journey in weekly small group gatherings.   We gather at the Guertin’s home on Sunday evenings at 6:30PM. We immerse ourselves in every word of KINGDOMS—understanding it in context, experiencing it in community.  

             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 **************************************************************
Bible Quiz
The first chapter of the gospel of Matthew begins with the genealogy of Jesus. In the first verse of Matthew two great Jewish heroes are mentioned as being ancestors of the Lord. 

Who were the two? 

A. Adam and Cain 
B. Abraham and David 
C. Ezra and Nehemiah 
D. Moses and Aaron 

The answer is in Matthew Chapter 1.
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  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE         
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Hanging of the Greens Service will be held on Sunday, December 2nd at 10:15AM on First Sunday of Advent (Traditional Service).  
Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month (Traditional Worship).  Pew Communion is on December 9th instead of 1st Sunday due to special service on Dec. 2.  
Jan. 6th is Pew Communion.  A covered dish fellowship meal is held immediately following the service on the 1st Sunday of the month. (No fellowship meal in December.) 
Christmas Eve Service – Join us on Sunday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered during the service. 
Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 27, 2019 during Blended Worship Service. 
Children’s Church will be on the 3rd Sunday in December 2018 and in January 2019: Dec. 16th & Jan. 20th. If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.
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	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	Dec. 2018 Greeters: 

Dale Faust, Scott Miller, Russ Miller
	Jan. 2019 Greeters: Dave Novinger, Aaron Herb, Chris Herb, Sr.

	Dec. Acolyte: Cailey Crum
	Jan. Acolyte: Alan Snyder

	Dec. Announcer

Dave Novinger
	Jan. Announcer:
Diane Shaffer

	Dec. Usher Team (Team 12)*:
To be announced
	Jan. Usher Team (Team 1)*:
Dennis Croutharmel, Ed Berra, Barbara Croutharmel, TBA

	Dec. 9 Pew Communion Servers:

Dave N., Wanda Hendershot, Mike Crum, Charles Cichy
Dec. 24 Altar Comm. Servers:  Norine Goss, Dave Novinger  
	Jan. 6 Pew Communion Servers: Mike Crum, Cailey Crum, Alaina Snyder, Charles Cichy

	      Date
   Dec. 2018
   Jan. 2019
	Lay Readers
	Nursery Attendant
	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Flower Sponsors

	2018
Dec. 2
Traditional
	Hanging of Greens (Various) 
	Ann 

Hale
	Laurel Guertin
	Open

	Dec. 9
Blended
	Carol 

Knight
	Theresa Miller
	Ken Bechtel
	Open

	Dec. 16 Traditional
	Ed 

Dobbin
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Dave Novinger
	Poinsettias

	Dec. 23 Traditional
	Laurel Guertin
	Shirley Miller
	Christmas Program
	Poinsettias

	Dec. 30 Blended
	Bob 
Endy
	Marie 

Herb
	Ann Cooper
	Open

	2019
Jan. 6 
Traditional
	Donna Novinger
	Neva 

Cichy
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Open

	Jan. 13
Blended
	Diane Shaffer
	Shirley Miller
	Ed 

Dobbin
	Open

	Jan. 20
Traditional
	Sue 
Faust
	Carol Cooper
	Donna Novinger
	Open

	Jan. 27
Blended
	Gary Fetterhoff
	Cailey Crum
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Open
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*Please tell the Usher Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with Usher duties if you cannot be there. On the 1st Sunday of the month, Usher team is to take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.    
Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday. If you would like to a Worship Participant, please see Donna Novinger or Pastor Dave.  The cost for Altar Flower is $30.00. Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelop for proper credit. The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.
                           Monthly Worship

December/January Monthly Worship Schedule 
Dec. 2nd  - Traditional Worship  - Hanging of the Greens Service/     
                       1st Sunday in Advent – Organist –Food Offering 
Dec. 9th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal - (Pew Communion)    
Dec. 16th - Traditional Worship – Hymnal - Pastor Kris Heckard, Special Speaker (Christmas Dinner follows Worship)
Dec. 23rd - Traditional Worship  - Organist - Mission Offering 
Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Service (7:00PM) – Altar Communion –  Organist - Soloist - Judy Knorr
Dec. 30th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal - 
Jan.  6th  - Traditional Worship – Organist – Pew Communion, 
                      Food Offering

Jan.  13th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal

Jan. 20th - Traditional Worship – Hymnal - Annual Meeting and         Congregational meal following Worship

Jan.  27th  -   Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                      Installation of Elders and Deacons, Mission Offering 
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 Adult Sunday School December 2018/

                    January 2019 Preview [image: image3.png]




We are studying the theme “OUR LOVE FOR GOD” for December and January. DECEMBER is the first month of the quarter. topic is “Giod Commands Our Love, Respect, and Obedience” and scriptures are from Deuteronomy, Joshua, Psalms, Luke and Matthew.  JANUARY is the second month of quarter; topic is “Loving God by Trusting Christ” and scriptures are from 2 Thessalonians,2 John, James, and Philippians.

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for December and January.  Please join us.

DEC. 2 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Laurel Guertin
TOPIC- Love and Devotion           SCRIPTURE- Deuteronomy 6:1-9

DEC. 9 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ken Bechtel
TOPIC – Choose to Love and Serve God     SCRIPTURE – Joshua 24:1-3, 13-15, 21-24

Dec. 16 – DISCUSSION LEADER – Dave Novinger
TOPIC – Love and Worship            SCRIPTURE – Psalm 103:1-17, 21-22


DEC. 23 – YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

DEC. 30 – DISCUSSION LEADER – Ann Cooper
TOPIC – Modeling God’s Love        SCRIPTURE – Matthew 25:31-46

JAN. 6 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Sharon Fetterhoff
TOPIC- Hold Fast to God’s Love        SCRIPTURE – 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5;  2 John 4-11

JAN. 13 - DISCUSSION LEADERS – Ed Dobbin
TOPIC - Submit to God in Love          SCRIPTURE – James 4:1-10

JAN. 20 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Donna Novinger
TOPIC- Submit to God in Christ         SCRIPTURE –Philippians 1:12-21 

JAN. 27 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed & Peggy Berra 
TOPIC- Devote All to Christ                SCRIPTURE – Philippians 2:1-11                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Ken Bechtel or Dave Novinger if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary. 
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 

Adult Class - Social Hall  

Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   

Friends In Faith  - Library 
Youth Christmas Program will be held on Sunday, December 23rd at 9:00AM.  Please join us as we celebrate the birthday of our Savior, Jesus! Practices are held during Sunday School hour and also on December 21st at 7:00PM.
                                 Everyone Benefits

Everyone can benefit from Sunday school. Who wouldn’t benefit from a time of fellowship and Bible study where people of all ages are taught on their level about God’s word? Sunday school is an outreach to the church membership, and it can also be an outreach to the community. 

In his book Faith, Lies and Opinion Polls, author William H. Hinson says, “According to the 1990 census, 137 million people in the United States are adherents of organized religion. That is 55.1 percent of the population.” That means over half of those in our community have some interest in religion. How about inviting your neighbors and coworkers to your Sunday school class to hear God’s word? You’ll be glad you did.
    - David Ford, First United Methodist Church, Gadsen, AL

SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church foyer. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .       Page 8 

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.    Dec. 2018 offering will be on Dec. 23rd.
    
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and attendance continues to grow each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.

             Menu . . .

December 11, 2018 – Ham, scalloped potatoes, green beans, salad, fruit salad, dinner rolls, dessert, drink. 
January 8, 2019 – Chicken Corn Soup, salad, dinner rolls, fruit salad, dessert, drink.     (Menu may change) G. S. Troop making and serving meal

Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
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Christmas Gifts for Children

For a number of years Valleys has been helped to provide Christmas gifts for children through a gift request program and we continue to do so this year. Each child has two angels - a “toy” and a “clothing” angels. 

RETURN all gifts by Sunday, December 9th.  Please wrap the gifts and remember to attach “angel” tag to each gift.  If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger
Food Bank Update: Donations of canned vegetables; beans - (kidney, northern, baked); peanut butter and jelly; soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes and pie filling); cake icing; potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled, scalloped (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix); canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna; Mac & cheese; canned fruit; or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support! 
Prayer Calendar is available for $1.50 each. If you wish to have a copy, please see the sign up sheet on table in foyer or call the church office (717-896-3118). We pray for Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all over the world. Due to safety and security reasons we do not post the names of Missionaries in the newsletter or on our website. ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’ - Jesus  (Mark 11:17b NRSV)
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.    
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets (for winter) the First Monday of the month at 5:00PM.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

      No Deacons meeting in December.  
ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  NO Elders meeting in December .
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
      Note: No Council meeting held in December. Council Reorganization Meeting will be held on January 23, 2017.
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE meets the last Tuesday of the Month. No meeting in December.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM. (See Marie Herb for exact dates or changes.)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team meets at 5:00PM (for winter) on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Laurel Guertin or Mike Crum.
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  




Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) will meet with the Youth Group of Uplift Community Church of God either December 7th or 8th (date and time have not been confirmed at this time). Contact Marie Herb or other youth group leaders for meeting dates and times.
Christmas Cards: Valleys Christmas mail box will be in the church foyer from December 2nd until December 23rd for Christmas cards.  The cards will be on the tables in the social hall.  Please check each time you come in to church for your cards.
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Fellowship Group Meal and Meeting will be held following Traditional Worship Service on January 6, 2019. Please bring a covered dish to share (meat, vegetable or a casserole) and also a dessert.  There will be no meal on December 2nd.
Christmas Dinner: All Valleys members and friends are invited to a Christmas Dinner on Sunday, December 16th following Traditional Morning Worship Service. Menu is Turkey, filling, mashed potatoes. Please bring a vegetable or salad or dessert. Please see the sign up sheet in the church foyer for reservations and food.
Annual Reports are due from the following committees!

(Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 6, 2019​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 20, 2019.
Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting and Meal will be held on Sunday, January 20, 2019 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service.  Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided).
Council Reorganization Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 23, 2019. Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 27, 2019 during 10:15AM Blended Worship.
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)
Members & Friends of The Valleys: Hannah Klinger;  Gloria & Alvin Duttry; Betty Lebo; Tom Lauver; Jane Baker; Elmer Feidt; Esther Masser; Gail Shertzer; Tom Hale; Mary Cooke; Nicole Shoop; Charlie Enders; 
 Missions: Covenant Missionaries

Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman, June Wiest, Lori Graff. Vickie Shoffler, Marlin Erdman
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Dave or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Dave if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118) or Pastor Dave (715-497-4310).
We pray for all areas affected by hurricanes, flooding, other disasters and shootings.
Sympathy: We extend our Christian sympathy, love,         thoughts and prayers to the following families:

     David Erb & Tracey Cooper & Family & friends of Shirley Nace.
     Gail Bower  & Family & friends of Mike Bower.
     Rahn & Ann Cooper & family & friends of Anna J. Cooper.
FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
The Valleys Church Office will be closed on Tuesday, December 25, 2018 and Tuesday, January 1, 2019.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the February/March 2019 newsletter to the church secretary by Tuesday, January 15th!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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       DECEMBER 2018  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in December.  

          May you be surrounded with love and happiness.
	2 - Mary Cooke
	18 - Katie Baker

	4 - Amanda Graeff
	18 - Jordin Graeff

	6 - Brenda  (Bryson) Lawrence
	22 - Kristine Heckard

	 11 - Nakiah Baker
	27 - Ken Baker

	 12 - Gary Snyder
	29 - Elizabeth Baker

	 13 - Elam Miller
	31 - Ritchie Moorhead

	 16 - Stephanie Hatcher
	        Donna Novinger

	
	


Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	12 - Doris & Dave Hand - (48 yrs.) 
	28 - Marie & Chris Herb - (27 yrs.)

	24 - Linda & Craig Shoop - (16 yrs) 
	


          JANUARY 2019 BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in January!  May your birthday  

          be warm and fun even though it is snowy and cold outside.
	5 - Matt Faust
	19 - Janette Leitzel

	6 - Jackson Hoy
	20 - Bob Endy

	  9 - Daneil Miller
	23 - Diane Shaffer

	11 - Melanie Snyder
	28 - Neva Cichy

	        Mary Zeigler
	       Dixie Endy

	  17 - Rahn Cooper
	29 - Heidi Erb

	        Adrienne Lesher
	30 - Aaron Herb

	  18 - Ed Baker II
	31 - Mike Crum

	  19 - Bridget Campbell
	       Chris Maichle


Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating January Wedding Anniversaries!
	1 - Kris & George Heckard - (14 yrs.) 
	1- Joanne & Mark Enders - (16 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you          
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              SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 8:30AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C. in the Multipurpose Room.  Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games. Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM. Monday Morning Bible Study Leader for December is Ritchie Moorhead. January Leader is Ed & Peggy Berra.
 
 Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  See Ann Hale for more information. 

Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month (Dec. 19th and Jan. 16th) from Noon - 3:00PM. 

The Halifax Senior Center will be closed on Tuesday, December 25, 2018 and on Tuesday, January 1 and Monday, January 21, 2019 in observance of Christmas and New Year’s Day and Martin Lutheran King Day.
Meals On Wheels: If you need information to sign up for Meals on Wheels or you would like to volunteer to deliver Meals on Wheels in Halifax area, contact Coordinator Dave Kessler (717-576-1965). Drivers are needed for Meals on Wheels!!
Zumba Fitness meets at Valleys on Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays - Zumba, (6:15-8:00PM).

Zumba will meet at 3:00PM on Dec. 16th and January 27th.
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Dartball Update  

Listed below are the game results and standings for the 2017/2018 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball League Season. Valleys can always use some additional players.  See Scott Miller if you would like to learn more about Dartball.  Listed below are the game results and standings,

	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	Nov. 5
	VECC
	  FUM4-1/ FUM 5-2
 
	VECC- Donna Novinger

	Nov. 12
	VECC
	  LUM 14-2/ LUM             4-3- (10 innings)
	  LUM - Kim Rebuck

	Nov. 19     
	SJ
	 SJ 5 -0/ SJ 11-3
	 SJ - Eli Conte, Ron Henry, Larry Gehring, Dale Hassinger

	
	
	
	 

	
	

	  Standings -1st half
	

	Lykens UM          13 win       3 loss
	 Note:  Standings are as of 

	Faith UM               9 win       7 loss
	     Nov. 19.

	Messiah                 9 win       7 loss
	  

	St John’s                9 win       7 loss
	 No Game on Nov. 26.

	Valleys                   4 win     12 loss
	

	St Christopher     4 win      12 loss
	 

	 

	    No games will be played on Dec. 17th, 24th or 31st  (Christmas break)                                    
   All Star Game will be held on Dec. 27th at Messiah at 7:00PM.

	

	 Key         FUM – Faith U Methodist
	ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	SC – St. Christopher Lutheran
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