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                                                   717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                      Pastor – David Guertin
Email:  valleysecc@verizon.net          Council Pres. – Scott Miller
      From the Desk of Pastor Dave…       
April/May 2020
                                A Change in Perspective

It began as a little tendril creeping down from the topmost part of my vision in my left eye. Over the next weeks and months, it progressed to looking like tattered lace curtains covering my view to the outside world. It was discovered I had prolific ischemic retinopathy: too many blood vessels in my eye that were hemorrhaging. Over the next 2 years I would have laser treatments, surgery to repair a detaching retina, an oil bubble placed in my eye to hold the retina in place as it healed, and most recently, surgery to remove the oil bubble. I am now waiting to have cataract surgery to hopefully restore what’s left of my vision. 

This whole process has left me considering perspective, both physically and spiritually. The physical aspect has changed my depth perception, distance, reading, walking, driving…. you get the picture. The spiritual aspect has me thinking about the way in which we see our world that gets filtered through lenses of race, ethnicity, politics, gender, nationality, and even age. All of these “filters” have a way of distorting or skewing our perspective from the way God sees it. The way this really gets distorted is when we fail to see that someone else may see the same thing, but from a different perspective and we arrogantly think that ours is the only “right” perspective. Isn’t it possible that someone else’s view is just as valid as our own? Isn’t it possible to consider that we may need another’s perspective to inform our own and help our understanding to be more complete?

             (From Pastor Dave continued on next page)
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In this Lenten season, where we are invited to consider our perspectives on our humanity, mortality, and finiteness, we are also invited to reflect on our relationship with God, our Creator. We are invited to view things from his perspective. And from God’s perspective, we are his beloved children. Broken and lost by sin, yet loved and redeemed by the loving sacrifice of Jesus in his death and resurrection. 

I commend to you the words of the psalmist in the 139th Psalm where he reflects on the inescapable love of God the Creator. May you find peace and comfort in these uncertain times in the reality of how God sees you. 

In His Grip,

Pastor Dave

GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   

 Bible Reading Experience reading Plan. We are on an unforgettable journey through “CHRONICLES” (New Living Translation) as The Valleys explores the Chronicles the last installment of the six volumes of Immerse together! We read five days a week and those who wish can share the journey in weekly small group gatherings.   
Gatherings at the Guertin’s home on Sunday evenings has been suspended until C-virus crisis is over.
Bible Quiz
Three of the Gospels tell that when Jesus was crucified, darkness covered the earth from noon until three in the afternoon. Which Gospel does not mention this event?

A. Matthew
B. Mark
C. Luke
D. John

Answer: See Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, and John 19.
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Please Note:  In Person Services, meetings, etc. at Valleys have been cancelled through April 30th due to the Covid-19 virus. It will be evaluated at that time how to continue for May.
Worship begins at 10:15AM on Facebook live.


   Join us for . . .
To keep Valleys congregation and everyone safe during the Covid19 virus, we are cancelling physical services at Valleys (Palm Sunday, Holy Week Services, Youth Easter Program and Easter service as well as remaining April services).  We can still celebrate these meaningful Holy Week and Easter services in the safety of our homes with online services and also devotions that are mailed out. Valleys will abide with CDC, state and government recommendations in order to keep our congregation and others safe.

PALM SUNDAY APRIL 5 at 10:15AM we will celebrate Holy Communion through the online meditation (on Facebook live). Please have bread and grape juice or wine ready if you wish to participate during the online service.

MAUNDAY THURSDAY APRIL 9 at 7:00PM - A Maundy Thursday mediation will be streamed on Facebook live and we will celebrate Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice or wine ready if you wish to participate during the online service).

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 10 at 5:30PM - A Good Friday meditation will be streamed online on Facebook live.

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 12 at 10:15AM - An Easter meditation will be streamed online on Facebook live. (No Communion.)
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Due to the Covid19 virus and stay at home order for all of Pennsylvania through April 30 - our April/May newsletter will have a little different format than usual. We will re-evaluate conditions on April 30 whether we need to continue suspending in-person church services, etc for May.
Please know Valleys wants to do our part to keep everyone safe and healthy during this uncertain time.
EASTER FLOWERS - If you ordered Easter flowers, they will be delivered on GOOD FRIDAY April 10. You may pick them up at 10:00AM on Good Friday since we will not have in-person church services in April. Your name will be on the flowers. If you did not receive an email about your flower, please call the church office at 717-896-3118.
                         Monthly Worship

       April/May Monthly Worship Schedule 
Apr. 5th - 10:15AM Online Worship Meditation – Palm Sunday -  Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate)
Apr. 9th   - 7:00PM Online Worship Meditation –  Maundy Thursday -
                     Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate)
Apr. 10th - 5:30PM Online Worship Meditation - Good Friday 
Apr. 12th  - EASTER Online Worship –- No Communion
N0 IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES will be held at Valleys during April.
May services to be determined on April 30.  We will inform Valleys congregation.
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Due to the Covid19 virus the YOUTH EASTER PROGRAM that was scheduled to be held on Easter Sunday, April 12th  has been cancelled. 
We miss having Sunday School and learning more about God’s Word and Jesus and we pray the C-virus will soon pass but there are many ways to learn about God’s love for all of us.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” available that you may pick up or call us  if you cannot pick one up. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
April, May, June Devotionals are available if you wish to have one.
______________________________________________________
Due to the Covid19 virus crisis Valleys cannot have in-person services (Pastor Dave is doing sermons online at Facebook live). You can see sermons at the following links.

Link to March 22 sermon: http://www.facebook.com/11373998  3341029/videos/484370102441982/?vh=e&d=n  
Link to March 29 sermon: https://www.fackbook.com/The Valleys EvangelicalCovenantChurch113739983341029/?ti=as 

You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website - ValleysEcc.Org 

SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .       Page 6 

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope (or other envelope) and mark it “Mission Offering”.
Mission monetary donations received during the listed months of the year are used for the following projects or benevolence: 
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: We know it is a difficult time for many families and we wish to help provide nutritious meals. During this crisis in our area, our nation, our world, we wish to do and give as we are able to do so. As long as the “Stay at home order” is in place, meals will be “take out” only (pick up in cars in church parking lot) for the safety of those we serve and also for our volunteers.  Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 6:30PM.  

Due to the Covid19-virus please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals (take outs only)  for April and May or to see if meals will be held.

April 14, 2020 - Chicken Pot Pie, green beans, coleslaw

          (Take out only) Pick up between 5:30-6:30PM

May 12, 2020 - To be determined.


Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
We continue to pray for everyone affected by the Covid19-virus in our state, our nation and around the world.
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Please note: PRAYER TEAM, DEACONS, ELDERS, COUNCIL and YOUTH GROUP meetings and events  that are normally on this page have been cancelled due to the C-virus crisis.                                                           
April Fellowship Meal has been cancelled. Look for information about May meal in weekly devotion updates.
Mr. Sticky event has been cancelled for April due to the C-virus. We will hopefully have Mr. Sticky in the fall.
Spring Clean Up Day at Valleys that was scheduled for outside and inside the church has been cancelled for the safety of everyone.
Evangelical Covenant Church East Coast Conference Annual Meeting that was scheduled to meet in April has been cancelled. Also the Evangelical Covenant Church Gather Annual Meeting that was scheduled to meet in June has been cancelled.
We miss seeing family and friends and our congregation but we can reach out by phone, email, cards, etc. to let others know we are thinking about them, that we miss them and encourage each other during this crisis. If we lean on God and he will get us through this.

NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the June /July/August newsletter to the church secretary by Friday, May 15th!
Calendar: Since there are no services, meetings, etc at Valleys until the C-virus crisis ‘stay at home order’ is lifted, April and May calendars are not included in this newsletter.
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                          2019 GRADUATES
 The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2020 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing and acknowledging them in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form and return it to the church office no later than Sunday, May 3rd.
Name____________________  Parents______________________
School or College________________________________________
______________________________________________________
College Degree_________________________________________
Activities & Special Honors received in school or college:
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
                             What More Can You Do?
I will do more than belong -- I will participate.

I will do more than care -- I will help.

I will do more than believe -- I will trust.

I will do more than dream -- I will work.

I will do more than teach -- I will inspire.

I will do more than earn -- I will enrich.

I will do more than give -- I will serve.

I will do more than live -- I will grow.

I will do more than be friendly -- I will be a friend.

I will do more than talk -- I will listen.

I will do more.

--Unknown
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: *Rachael Bryson and Family; Donna Motter; Colleen Bublitz; Andrew Snyder; Sandy Zimmerman; Ann Cooper; Sue Maichle;  Gary Fetterhoff; Ritchie Moorhead; Jane Baker;  Esther Masser; Tom Hale; Gail Shertzer; Miriam Hoke; Mary Cooke; Dean Etzweiler; Gary Miller

Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries around the world.

Our Shut-Ins: Myra Hoffman, June Wiest, Lori Graff, Vickie Shoffler; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Elmer Feidt; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit
 If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on second side of Welcome Card or inform Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Dave if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).

SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to the following families:

Wanda Hendershot and family as her sister Joan Kent went to be with the Lord.
Kalli & Cory Shoop and family as her brother Jayden Shadle went to be with the Lord.
Rachael Bryson and family as her husband Pete went to be with the Lord.

May God give comfort, strength and peace to these families at this time.
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                                Page 10
2020 HALIFAX MINISTERIUM COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES and the Easter Sunday have been cancelled due to the COVID19 virus.
SENIOR CENTER NEWS - Halifax Senior Center is closed until further notice due to the COVD19 virus.
Zumba Fitness and Halifax Girl Scouts are not meeting due to the COVD19 virus.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                      Your fingers and your prayers

1. Start your prayer with your thumb. Give a "thumbs up" to God as a sign of gratitude for the gift of your life. Consider all the good things, which you enjoy, all the people that you love, all the blessings you have. Praise God for them.

2. Extend your index finger. Point in the direction, as best you can, to where those who are special to you may be. Suppose a loved one is in the hospital, or at school taking a test, or at work dealing with the stresses of a job. Try to point toward them and ask God to touch and encourage them as they deal with life's problems.

3. Now let your middle and longest finger remind you of those who have the responsibility of leadership - the president and his cabinet, the heads of schools and all teachers, those responsible for running businesses that they may seek the mind of God in all their decision-making, etc.

4. The fourth finger is often the weakest finger. Let it remind you of children, of the disabled, the aged, those who simply cannot care for themselves. Lift up the plight of the weakest members of society to Almighty God that they might find help.

5. Now we come to the smallest finger. It can remind us of our own personal needs. "If you ... know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!" said Jesus.
So ask, seek, use your hand to knock and see what happens. Remember the advice of the great missionary, William Carey: "Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God."
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Dartball Update:  Listed below are the game results and standings for the 2019/2020 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball League Season. Dartball Banquet was postponed until a later date due to the C-virus.
	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	
	
	 PLAYOFF GAMES *
	BEST OF 3 GAMES

	Feb. 3
	ML
	ML - 2-0/VECC  2-1
	ML - Trevor Tobias

	Feb. 10
	FUM
	FUM -7-0/FUM 2-0
	

	Feb. 17*    
	#6 VECC at #3 SJ
	SJ 5-1/ VECC 2-0 9 Innings/ SJ 2-1
	VECC - Alaina Snyder, Ann Hale, Donna Novinger

	Feb. 17 *
	#5 SC at #4 FUM
	SC 8-5  13 Innings/ 

SC 6-2 (no 3rd game)
	SC - Melissa Keisling - 2HR, Karl Dietrich, Shirley Keister 

	Feb. 24* 
	#3 SJ at #2 ML
	 ML 14-7/ ML 5-4

(no 3rd game)
	ML - Kevin Cooper - GS, Trevor Tobias -GS;    SJ - Sam Tonkin, Brian Barder

	Feb. 24 *
	#5 SC at #1 LUM
	LUM 8-0/ LUM 6-5

(no 3rd game)
	 LUM - Jackie O’Neill; 

SC - Robin Dietrich

	Mar. 2 *
	#2 ML at #1 LUM
	LUM 8-0/ LUM 6-5

(no 3rd game)
	LUM - Cindy Snyder 

	
	

	  League Playoff Standings
   (Feb. 17, Feb. 24, Mar. 2 games*)
	Standings as of Feb. 10, 2020

	Lykens UM (#1 beat ML best 2 games)*  
	Lykens UM  28 win     2 loss

	Messiah       (#2 lost to LUM best 2 games)*      
	Messiah       19 win   11 loss

	St. John’s     (#3 lost to ML best 2 games)*            
	St. John’s     16 win   14 loss

	St. Chris      (#5 lost to LUM best 2 games )*           
	Faith U M    14 win   16 loss

	Faith UM      (#4 lost to SC best 2 games)*       
	S Christopher 8 win  22 loss

	Valleys ECC  (#6 lost to SJ best 3 games)*       
	Valleys ECC   5 win    25 loss

	

	Championship: Lykens United Methodist is the 2019/2020 Dartball League Champion!. Messiah Lutheran is 2nd place.  Playoff: Lykens United Methodist took 1st place; Messiah Lutheran took 2nd place in the Playoffs! Congratulations to Lykens UM & Messiah L!

	

	Congratulations to Lykens UM & Messiah Lutheran!

	                    FUM – Faith U Methodist
	ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	SC – St. Christopher Lutheran
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                          APRIL 2020 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in April and celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness!

	  5 - Sally Baker
	16 - Alaina Snyder

	       Conley Dunn
	19 - Lori Graff

	         Shirley Miller
	20 - Barbara Lauver

	  6 - Lydia Faust
	21 - Amy Faust

	10 - Jessica Bryson
	26 - Chris Herb Jr.

	15 - Ian Johnson
	27 - Lila Baddorf

	        Jon Novinger
	28 - Ed Dobbin


                             APRIL 2020 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  
	20 - Amy & Jason Faust - (16 yrs.)
	28 - Pat & Ed Dobbin - (40 yrs.)

	21 - Nancy & Dan Yutronich - (37 yrs.) 
	       Theresa & Scott Miller – (19 yrs.) 

	
	       Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff – (47 yrs.) 


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
               What is a Christian family?

    A Christian family is one in which parents so live the Christian life and practice the presence of God that children come to accept God as the greatest reality of life.

   A Christian family is one in which each member is accepted and respected as a person having sacred worth.

   A Christian family is one that accepts the responsibility of worship and instruction so as to develop the spiritual life of each person.

   A Christian family is one that manifests a faith in God, observes daily prayer and grace at meals.

   A Christian family is one that is committed to behavior in keeping with Christian ideals for family relations, community life and national and world citizenship.
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                Interesting Facts about the Bible
The Bible contains:

  66 books (39 in the Old Testament; 27 in the New Testament).

  1,189 chapters (929 in the Old Testament; 260 in the New Testament.

  31,175 verses (23,216 in the Old Testament; 7,959 in the New Testament.

  773,692 words (592,439 in the Old Testament; 18,253 in the New Testament.

  3,567,180 letters (2,728,800 in the Old Testament; 838,380 in the New Testament).
  The middle verse is the 8th verse of the 118th Psalm.

  The longest verse is the 9th verse of the 8th chapter of Esther.

  The shortest verse is the 35th verse of the 11th chapter of John.

  The longest chapter is the 119th Psalm.

  The shortest and middle chapter is the 117th Psalm.

  The longest name is in the 8th chapter of Isaiah - Mahersalalhashbaz.

   The word “and” occurs 46,227 times (35,543 times in the Old Testament and 10, 684 times in the New Testament).

   The word “Lord” occurs 8,000 times.

   Isaiah 37 and II Kings 19 are alike.

  The 21st verse of the 7th chapter of Ezra contains all the letters of the alphabet except “j.”

           Old Testament

The middle book is Proverbs.

The middle chapter is Job 29.

The middle verses are II Chronicles 20:17, 18.

The shortest verse is Chronicles 1:25.

            New Testament

The middle book is II Thessalonians.

The middle chapters are Romans 13 and 14.

The middle verse is Acts 17:17.

The shortest verse is John 11:35.
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                      MAY 2020 BIRTHDAY WISHES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in May!  May your day be full of

         Sunshine and warm wishes.

	  1 - Cailey Crum
	19 - Dan Yutronich

	  2 -  Charlene Baker
	23 - June Gelnett

	  5 - Terri Herb
	24 - Cheryl Johnson

	  9 - Elmer Feidt
	25 - Edward Baker

	12 - Ed Berra
	28 - Cody Erb 

	15 - Chris Herb, Sr.
	30 - Star Baker

	16 - Denise Rickert.
	


                            MAY 2020 ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary
to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  

	12 - Donna & Dave Novinger (47 yrs)
	24 - Janette & Dennis Leitzel - (36 yrs.)

	17 - Diane & Leon Shaffer - (53 yrs.)
	28 - Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel (54 yrs.)                                                                                 


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

Seven Things You’ll Never Regret
1. Feeling reverence for your maker.

2. Showing kindness to an aged person,

3. Destroying a letter - or not sending an email - written in anger.

4. Offering an apology that saves a friendship.

5. Stopping gossip that could wreck a reputation.

6. Taking time to show loved ones consideration.

7. Accepting the judgment of God on any question.              
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