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   From the Desk of Pastor Dave…    
                       Walking in Someone Else’s Shoes

       I remember as a kid the crazy relay race we ran at our annual church’s Sunday School picnic. Each team, divided into boys verses girls, had a suitcase filled with a full set of clothes of the other team’s gender. The boys got dresses and high heels, the girls got suits, loafers, and ties. We’d run from our starting line in our street clothes to the other line some 30 yards away. Once we reached the other line we’d open the suitcase and put on the adult sized clothes and would run back in those clothes with the empty suitcase to pass on to the next person on our team. Let’s just say that there were some unattractive ‘women’ and very awkward ‘men’ in that race. But it brings to mind the statement, “before you judge someone, you should walk a mile in their shoes first.”

        It’s pretty obvious that many of us have experienced some very visceral reactions in the wake of many black persons’ deaths at the hands of some very troubled police officers and in the wake of the resulting peaceful protests that some have used to incite looting and rioting to cause even more racial tension. Many of us, myself included, have become defensive at being called complicit in racism and white privilege. Yet I found myself needing to listen carefully to my brothers and sisters of color and consider their experiences. I have needed to consider and admit that my experiences are often vastly different than theirs. There are many things I take for granted, simply because of the color of my skin and being a man, that many of my black, brown, red, and yellow friends can’t take for granted. 

                            (From Pastor Dave continued on next page)
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      I have been reading and viewing books, documentaries, and films dealing with the history and reality of racism and white privilege from the perspective of people of color. And it has been eye opening to realize that there are perspectives that while different from my own are just as valid. I am learning to walk in their shoes. 

      One of the things we are called to do as followers of Jesus is to, “to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour." (Luke 4:18-19)  In other words to stand in solidarity with and be a voice for those who are not being heard. This is hard work. It takes us out of our comfort zones, but it places us squarely in the mission and ministry of Jesus. Let us encourage each other as we learn how to ‘love mercy, do justice and walk humbly with our God’ in new Christ honoring ways. Let’s be willing to learn something, in order to say something, so we might do something in order to value all God’s children the way God does.

       In His Grip,

       Pastor Dave

GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz 

At the burning bush, Moses asks God’s name. What is God’s answer? 

A. The Lord 
B. I AM 
C. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
D. All of the above 

Answer: See Exodus 3:14-15.

                                                                                             Page 3
    WORSHIP  SCHEDULE       
Please Note: Tentative date for in-person services has been set for Sunday, July 12. A letter was sent near the end of June to Valleys congregation with details concerning precautionary measures being taken to protect everyone who attends Valleys but we are concerned about anyone who is especially vulnerable and we want them to know that if they feel safer not coming to services, they can still worship with our congregation through video services and devotions in the safety of their homes.  Valleys abides with CDC, state, & government as well as our denomination’s guidelines.      
                                                                 


Worship begins at 10:15AM on Facebook live.


   Join us for . . .

Holy Communion will be celebrated on the Sunday July 5th during the online streaming service. (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate)

View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).
      You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
SUNDAY JULY 12 In-Person Worship begins at 10:15AM. (No Sunday School.) Masks are required (If you need a mask, Ushers will provide one for you.) Please remember to maintain social distancing of six feet between people who are not in the same household. Please review the letter sent to you for complete guidelines. 
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                         Monthly Worship

            July Monthly Worship Schedule 
July 5th - 10:15AM Online Worship Meditation – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate)
July 12th  - 10:15AM In-person Worship* 
June 19th - 10:15AM In-person Worship* 
June 28th - 10:15AM In-person Worship*
*Sermon will available on video online later Sunday afternoon or by Monday. It will not be live streamed until after new sound system is in place as there are some technical difficulties with our old sound system.  
SUNDAY SCHOOL                          
We know everyone misses meeting for Sunday School but we will not have Sunday School for a few weeks until it is determined to safely do so. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” (July, August, September copy) available that you may pick up or call us if you cannot pick one up. 
Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions offering aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope, mark it “Mission Offering”.
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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  FREE Community Meal: We know it is a difficult time for many families and we wish to help provide nutritious meals. During this crisis in our area, our nation, our world, we wish to do and give as we are able to do so. Meals will be “take out” only (pick up in cars in church parking lot) for the safety of those we serve and also for our volunteers.  Take-out Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 6:30PM.  
Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by July 8(take outs only at this time).
    Menu for:

  July 14, 2020 –   

Spaghetti and Meatballs, Salad, Fruit cup, Dessert, Drinks. (Reserve Meals by July 8th.)
Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” for financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
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“Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale will hopefully be held in August at the Halifax High School/Middle School cafeteria. 


Donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, school supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), tablets, composition books, notebooks, pencil bags or boxes, and tissues will be accepted in July and August. More details will be in July bulletins and August newsletter. Donations may be dropped off at The Valleys ECC.

      If you have questions, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.
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Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 1:00PM to 5:00PM.  Note: Hours may vary.  Call 717-557-5166.
                          Mission is Everywhere

The word “mission” often implies traveling to another country to teach and work. The work done in foreign missions is important, of course, but we can’t all make the trip. What we can do, however is to be faithful servants where we live. 
Mission is about putting the face and name of Jesus in front of those who don’t know him. We can do that in many ways --- any place and any day.
         HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS          
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Please note: PRAYER TEAM, ELDERS, and YOUTH GROUP meetings, FELLOWSHIP GROUP meal/meetings and events are not meeting at this time. 
DEACONS will meet on Monday July 6 at 7:00PM.
COUNCIL will meet on Wednesday July 15 at 7:00PM.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Vacation Bible School - Regretfully Vacation Bible School has been cancelled this year as we have just entered the “green phase” and have been unable to meet to make plans for Bible school and teachers, volunteers and Council feels it is safer. We will plan for a fabulous vacation Bible school for next year!
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  We Lift Our Brothers  
 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys: Carol Cooper; Sandy Zimmerman; Ann Cooper; Sue Maichle; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker; Esther Masser; Tom Hale; Mary Cooke; Dean Etzweiler; Gary Miller.

Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lori Graff; Vickie Shoffler; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Ritchie Moorhead; Tom Lauver; Janet Noblit

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Minh & Jen Dao, Cathy Campobello


If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on the Welcome Card (on the 2nd side) or inform Pastor Dave or Donna Novinger Please remember to inform Pastor Dave if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
SYMPATHY - We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to John and Dawn Walter and family as John’s sister Wanda Hendershot went to be with the Lord recently. Wanda was a very active member of Valleys and we will miss her. 
We pray that God will surround these families with his loving arms and give them comfort at this time.
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BABY CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Cory and Kalli Shoop on the birth of their daughter, Aspen Jayden “AJ”, born on June 8th! Proud grandparents are Jan and Brian Quinn and the late Tom Shoop; Mandy and Justin Mutter and Jonathan Enders and Amber Keiter.  Aspen joins big brother Remington and big sister Everly. We pray for many blessings Cory and Kalli and their family!
Congratulations to Buck and Kelsi Graff as they welcomed a son, Garrett Richard Graff, born on May 14, 2020. Proud Grandparents are Rodney and Jen Graff, proud Great Grandma is Sarah Graff. Garrett joins a big brother Oliver. We pray for many blessings for Buck and Kelsi and their family!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the July 2020 newsletter to the church secretary by Wednesday, July 15th!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                    
Senior Center News - Halifax Senior Center remains closed until further notice.
Zumba Fitness and Halifax Girl Scouts are not meeting over the summer.
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                           JULY 2020 BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in July!  

    May your day be warm with love and happiness.
	1 - Emily Lesher
	15 - Ann Cooper

	     Carol Witmer
	16 - Alvin Duttry

	   2 - Ryan Cooper
	20 - Carla Baker

	 6 - Rachael Bryson
	23 - Barbra Snyder

	        Mark Byerly
	24 - Sue Faust

	   7 - Nancy Yutronich
	26 - Heidi Herb

	   9 - Kayla Gonder
	29 - Clarence Roush

	 14 - Cadienne Crum
	       Emma Baker


                                                   [image: image9.png]@
75
el




                            JULY 2020 ANNIVERSARIES

   
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

   
following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

   
be blessed with Love and Happiness!
	8 - Carol & Bob Knight (39 yrs.)
	17 - Patty & Ryan Hummel 9 yrs.)

	13 - Jaime & Josh Berra (17 yrs.)
	24 - Ryan & Jodi Cooper (9 yrs.)

	  16 - Ryan & Melanie Cichy (10 yrs.)
	28 - Judy & Ken Baker (20 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
How would you feel …

If God gave us the same amount of time and attention that we devote to Him?

If God put as many things ahead of us as we put ahead of Him?

If God offered as many excuses as we do and if the excuses were not more justifiable than ours?

If God’s promises were no more certain than ours?

If God withheld His blessings from us as we withhold our offerings to Him?
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Stop, look and listen 
    Literature, painting, music — the most basic lesson that all art teaches us is to stop, look and listen to life on this planet, including our own lives, as a vastly richer, deeper, more mysterious business than most of the time it ever occurs to us to suspect as we bumble along from day to day on automatic pilot …

    When Jesus [says] that the greatest command of all is to love God and to love our neighbor, he too is asking us to pay attention. If we are to love God, we must first stop, look and listen for him in what is happening around us and inside us. If we are to love our neighbors, before doing anything else we must see our neighbors. With our imagination as well as our eyes, that is to say like artists, we must see not just their faces but the life behind and within their faces. Here it is love that is the frame we see them in.


—Frederick Buechner, Whistling in the Dark 
We are living in a world that is absolutely transparent, and God is shining through it all the time. This is not just a fable or a nice story. It is true. If we abandon ourselves to God and forget ourselves, we see it sometimes, and we see it maybe frequently. God shows himself everywhere, in everything — in people and in things and in nature and in events. It becomes very obvious that God is everywhere and in everything and we cannot be without him. It’s impossible. The only thing is that we don’t see it.

    —Thomas Merton
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                     A Prayer for the Fourth
Loving God, we thank you — the true Father of our country — for the blessings of this land and the gifts of cultures around the world. Prompt us to strive for justice for all, at home and abroad. Remind us, in the words of the hymn, that “this is our Father's world” and that your goodness prevails. Amid tragedies and conflicts, guard us against despair. Help us focus on the kindness evident daily: from generous neighbors to conscientious public servants (because most are). On Independence Day and every day, “O let [us] ne’er forget that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet.” Amen. 
     —Sandy Hyland
                      Someone ‘with skin on’

My 3-year-old nephew was having a hard time falling asleep at Grandma’s house, so my mom lay down beside him for a while. As she started to ease out of the room, his eyes flew open. “You’re safe,” she reminded him. “Jesus is always with you.”


“I know, Grandma,” he protested, “but I want someone with skin on!”


That reminded me of a quote by theologian Frederick Buechner: “Compassion is the sometimes fatal capacity for feeling what it is like to live inside somebody else’s skin.” God came to us as Jesus -- someone “with skin on” -- so we would know he understands what it’s like to live inside our skin. Now as Jesus’ body in the world, we’re often called on to be someone “with skin on” to others. Indeed, we’re to show them such compassion that we could just as well be wearing their skin.

     --Heidi Mann






  In this issue of The Valleys Post


Worship Schedule Change/


      Special Services                  Pg. 3


Monthly Worship                     Pg. 4  


Mission Happenings                 Pg. 5


Happenings at Valleys              Pg. 6


In our Prayers                           Pg. 7


Community News                     Pg. 8











