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The Valleys Post                             
                The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                    3682 Peters Mountain Rd., P. O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032  
                                                    717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                     Pastor – David Guertin

Email  valleysecc@verizon.net          Council Pres. – Scott Miller

                                                                                                   December 2021/January 2022

       From the desk of Pastor Dave…     


                                Hopeful Waiting

     Sometimes waiting can be hard, especially if we’re expecting something bad. I’ve had to wait for test results from medical procedures to try to determine what was the cause of the symptoms I was experiencing. My mind went to all kinds of worse case scenarios. In 1998 I went to the doctor’s to find out why I was experiencing three infections within the previous 4 months. I was nervous to say the least. I remember the doctor coming into my exam room and asked me, “have you ever been told you have diabetes?” I told him I hadn’t. He said, “You just have.” It was a gut punch. As bad as the waiting was for the test results, the waiting for the onset of diabetes’ side affects was almost as bad. I didn’t have a lot of hope. 

     Not all waiting is so hard. I love waiting for a fish to strike my fly on the river. I look forward to the excitement of the take and the ensuing fight. I love waiting for the visit or phone call from a friend or loved one. The waiting isn’t so hard when we’re anticipating something good. We may grow impatient, but it’s not fraught with worry or fear. 

     Some waiting can be hopeful even when there’s a mix of both good and uncertain things that may come. I’m reminded of that as we enter the Advent season. I think about Mary and her hearing the news that she was God’s chosen that would give birth to the Messiah. I imagine she must have been excited and fearful all at the same time. There was so much she couldn’t know. So much that she had to wait for; to see how things would unfold and what the actual experience would be. Yet we have her words of praise and thanksgiving recorded in Luke’s Gospel (1:46-55) which are filled with hopeful anticipation, or hopeful waiting. 

                             (Pastor’s page concludes on page 2)
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     Ever since the exile, the Israelites had been waiting in hope for God’s promised Messiah. They struggled through the years in waiting for God’s promise in the midst of all kinds of suffering, oppression, and displacement. For those that recognized God’s promise of fulfillment in the person of Jesus, their wait was over. I’m mindful of the joyful responses of Simeon and Anna as they saw the infant Jesus when he was brought to the temple as an infant (Luke 2:22-38). 

     How are you doing in waiting on God? Is your waiting marked by worry? Fear? Anxiety? Uncertainty? All of this is perfectly understandable when we’re faced with an uncertain future. Yet we are invited by God to wait in hope; in hopeful expectation. We can have hope in God who is faithful to keep his promises, even if how they’ll unfold is unknowable. Scripture is filled with both God’s promises and his faithfulness in fulfilling the promises he has so far. 

     May you find grace and strength in waiting. May you find hope in a God who loves you so much that he’ll pursue you relentlessly until he has your hearts. May you find hope in the promise fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ: in his birth, life, death, and resurrection. 

In His Grip,   Pastor Dave                            [image: image2.emf]

     

GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz 

    In Matthew’s genealogy, which woman is not mentioned as Jesus’ ancestor?

A. Tamar                         C. Mary             E. Sarah
B. Rahab                          D. Ruth              F. Bathsheba
                          Answer: See Matthew 1:1-17.                                                            
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       SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY
  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 **************************************************************
Continued …..                                                                Page 3      

  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE         
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Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes.  We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. 

Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month December 5, 2021 and January 2, 2022. Communion will be done in the pews and is put together and served with gloves and masks to keep everyone safe.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
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Christmas Eve Service – Join us on Wednesday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  Candlelight service, we are using battery operated flickering candles for the candlelight service. Holy Communion will be administered during the service in pews as we have been doing. 
Installation of newly elected Elders and Deacons will be announced after the Annual Congregational Meeting.  The Annual Congregational meeting is usually held the 3rd Sunday in January (January 16, 2022) following Worship Service.  At this time Council is still planning the details of the Congregational meeting and installation of newly elected Council members. Dates and details will be announced in December bulletins. 
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	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	Dec. 2021 Greeters: 

To be announced
	Jan. 2022 Greeters: 

To Be announced

	Dec. Announcer

Dave Novinger
	Jan. Announcer:
Bob Endy

	Dec. 5 Pew Communion Servers
Bob Endy, Scott Miller 

Dec. 24 Communion Servers

Dave Novinger, Norine Goss
	Jan. 2 Pew Communion Servers
Charles Cichy, Bridget Campbell

	 
	

	      Date

   Dec. 2021
   Jan. 2022
	Lay Readers (1)
	Lay

Readers (2)
	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Flower Sponsors

	2021

Dec. 5
	Gerry Wiest
	TBA
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Open

	Dec. 12

	Bridget Campbell
	Bob 

Endy
	Donna Novinger
	Poinsettias

	Dec. 19
	Scott 

Miller
	Leon 

Shaffer
	To be Announced
	Poinsettias

	Dec. 26 
	Norine 

Goss
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Bob 

Endy
	Open

	2022 

Jan. 2
	Donna Novinger
	Ed 

Berra
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Open

	Jan. 9
	Laurel

Guertin
	Ed 

Dobbin
	Ed 

Dobbin
	Open

	Jan. 16

	Charles 

Cichy
	Marie 

Herb
	Laurel 

Guertin
	Open

	Jan. 23

	Sue

Fasut
	Theresa

Miller?
	Dave 

Novinger
	Open

	Jan. 30


	Carol

Knight
	Doris

Hand
	Marie

Herb
	Open


The cost for Altar Flowers is $31.00.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit. You may also call the church office to order flowers.
Continued …..                                                                Page 5
                 [image: image7.emf]


                         Monthly Worship

December/January Monthly Worship Schedule 
Dec. 5th - 10:15AM In-person Worship* Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering 
Dec. 12th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

Dec. 19th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (7:00PM) – Communion –  Organist 
Dec. 26th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
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Jan. 2nd - Traditional 10:15AM In-person Worship* Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering                    
Jan.  9th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
Jan.  16th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

Annual Meeting and Congregational meal following Worship 

Jan.  23rd -  10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

- Installation of Elders and Deacons
Jan.  9th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
*Sermon will available on video online later Sunday afternoon or  listen on Valleys’ website if you aren’t on Facebook.
PLEASE CHECK DECEMBER BULLETINS for more information on Christmas Eve Service, Annual Congregational Meeting and the Installation of Elders and Deacons Service.
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 Adult Sunday School December 2021/
                    January 2022 Preview [image: image10.png]




December is the first month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “ENGAGE”. DECEMBER’S topic is “WAIT FOR IT”. DECEMBER’S scriptures are from Luke, Revelation. JANUARY is the second month of the quarter. JANUARY’S topic is “WONDER” Scriptures are from Psalms, Isaiah, Mark, Exodus, Revelation.  Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for September and October.  Please join us.
	      Date

      Dec. 
    & Jan.
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	Dec. 5

2021
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Luke 1:5-25, 57-58
	A Long Wait

	Dec. 12

	Donna 

Novinger
	Luke 1:26-38, 46-55
	Mary’s Pondering

	Dec. 19
	To be 
Announced
	Luke 

2:25-38
	Waiting for Prophecy to Be Fulfilled

	Dec. 26

	Bob 

Endy
	Revelation 3:20-4:11
	Jesus Is Waiting 

	Jan. 2

2022
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Psalm 

19:1-6
	In Awe of God’s Creation

	Jan. 9

	Ed

Dobbin
	Isaiah 

6:1-13
	Coming Into God’s Presence

	Jan. 16
	Laurel 

Guertin
	Mark 

9:2-8
	The Transfiguration

	Jan. 23
	Dave 

Novinger
	Exodus 34:29-35
	Beholding God’s Glory

	Jan. 30
	Marie 

Herb
	Revelation 19:1-10
	Joining the Choir of Angels


Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary. 
NO CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: Due to Covid cases we will not have a Christmas program by the children this year. 
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             Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions offering aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope, mark it “Mission Offering”.
    
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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  FREE Community Meal: meals will be “take out” only (pick up in cars in church parking lot) for the safety of those we serve and also for our volunteers.  
Take-out Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 6:30PM.  Meals must be reserved.
Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday December 9th for December 14th meal and Thursday January 6th for January 12, 2021 meal (take outs only at this time).
            Menu . . .
December 14, 2021 – Chicken, baked potatoes, corn, salad, fruit salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc)
January 11, 2022 – Lasagna, garlic bread, salad (Choice of  dressing is same as above), fruit salad, dessert (same as above).
There are so many grateful families that are enjoying the meals and the need is growing each month.
    Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the foyer. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope.                                     
…..    (Continued)                                                          Page 8
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Christmas Gifts for Children


For a number of years Valleys has been helping to provide Christmas gifts for children through a gift request program and we continue to do so this year. Each child has two angels - a “toy (interest)” and a “clothing” angel. This year we know there is an even greater need with everything going on in our community and country. We hope to help give some Christmas spirit and show love to families in Halifax school. It has been a tough year.

 
All the presents need to be back at Valleys by or before Dec. 12  so we can get them back to the Halifax School but as always our congregation will come through with love and compassion for the Halifax community!
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Food Bank Update: Donations of canned vegetables; beans - (kidney, northern, baked); peanut butter and jelly; soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes and pie filling); cake icing; potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled, scalloped (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix); canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna; Mac & cheese; canned fruit; or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. 


There is so much need, especially during this trying time with COVID and more people having trouble making enough to feed their families. 


Food donations can be brought in anytime and are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support! 
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Tuesday and Thursday 1:00 to 5:00PM.

HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS            Page 9       
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM is not meeting in person at this time.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

      No Deacons meeting in December 2021.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  NO Elders meeting in December 2021.

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
      Note: No Council meeting held in December. Council Reorganization Meeting will be held January 19, 2022 after the Annual Congregational Meeting in January 2022.
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE is not meeting at this time.
YOUTH GROUP See Marie Herb for information.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team still prays for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, just not in person at this time. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
No Fellowship Group Meal/Meeting or Choir at this time.       
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Christmas Cards: The Christmas Card box will be back in the narthex beginning December 1 to Dec. 19! Please bring cards in for members and friends who are attending church at this time. Please send cards directly to our shut-ins. If you wish to convey Christmas greetings to members of our congregation who are not coming to in-person church at this time, please send them a card or give them a phone call. There will be a list in the bulletin in December of members/friends who are not attending at this time and also shut-ins. Please call the church office 717-896-3118 if you are not on the weekly devotional list to get the list of names.
 (Continued)                                                        Page 10
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Annual Reports are due from the following committees!

(Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group Financial, Choir.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 2, 2022 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 16, 2022.
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Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 16, 2022 immediately following 10:15AM In-person Worship Service.  
Council Reorganization Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 19, 2022. 

                           [image: image18.emf]
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Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 23, 2022 during 10:15AM In-person Worship Service.

Please Note: Annual Congregational Meeting, Council Reorganization Meeting and Installation of Elders and Deacons may depend on the weather and also how our area is doing with Covid 19 cases in January.

….    (Continued)                                                        Page 11
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We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)
Members & Friends of The Valleys: *Ken Bechtel; Marissa Faust; Gary Fetterhoff; Ann Cooper;  Gail Shertzer; Jane Baker; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Hope Byerly; Kayla Gonder; Sandy Zimmerman; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle. All healthcare workers and people and families dealing with Covid 19.

 Missions: Covenant Missionaries serving all over the world.

Our Shut Ins:  Lila Baddorf; Myra Hoffman; Lori Graff;; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit


If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Welcome Card (on 2nd side, also please put the name of the person submitting prayer request) or inform Pastor Dave or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Dave if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
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FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
The Valleys Church Office will be closed on Monday, December 27, 2021 and Friday, December 31, 2021 for Christmas and New year since those days are on a Saturday.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the February/March 2022 newsletter to the church secretary by Saturday, January 15, 2022!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES              Page 12
       DECEMBER 2021  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in December.  

          May you be surrounded with love and happiness.
	2 - Mary Cooke
	18 - Katie Baker

	4 - Amanda Graeff
	18 - Jordin Graeff

	         6 - Brenda  (Bryson) Lawrence
	22 - Kristine Heckard

	 11 - Nakiah Baker
	27 - Ken Baker

	 12 - Gary Snyder
	29 - Elizabeth Baker

	 13 - Elam Miller
	31 - Donna Novinger

	 16 - Stephanie Hatcher
	        


Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the 
following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	12 - Doris & Dave Hand - (51 yrs.) 
	28 - Marie & Chris Herb - (30 yrs.)

	24 - Linda & Craig Shoop - (19 yrs) 
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          JANUARY 2022 BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in January!  May your birthday  

          be warm and fun even though it is snowy and cold outside.
	5 - Matt Faust
	19 - Janette Leitzel

	6 - Jackson Hoy
	20 - Bob Endy

	  9 - Daneil Miller
	23 - Diane Shaffer

	11 - Melanie Snyder
	28 - Neva Cichy

	        Mary Zeigler
	       Dixie Endy

	  17 - Rahn Cooper
	29 - Heidi Erb

	        Adrienne Lesher
	30 - Aaron Herb

	  18 - Ed Baker II
	31 - Mike Crum

	  19 - Bridget Campbell
	       Chris Maichle


Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating January Wedding Anniversaries!
	1 - Kris & George Heckard - (17yrs.) 
	1- Joanne & Mark Enders - (19yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you          
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 SENIOR CENTER NEWS Halifax Senior Center remains closed at this time. They will be discussing when to reopen.
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Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).       

                                                                        [image: image25.emf]


Dartball:  The Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball season was delayed due to the COVID 19 virus. The coaches will decide if Dartball will be able to play for the second half of the season or if it will be cancelled.

Our Church and our Dartball league has lost a number of players in the past two years and everyone mourns the losses of those players.

Zumba Fitness is meeting at Valleys at 6:00PM Monday Evenings. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the social hall that you may pick up as you leave church service.   Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional. If you are not coming to church at this time, please inform the church office to mail your devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
….    (Continued)                                                        Page 14

                                    The example of Mary

     “We must look to Mary’s example to know how to deal with the glorious impossibilities of God,” writes Calvin Miller in The Christ of Christmas. “Look how she turned the world upside down by making one simple statement.”

      Jesus surely could have come to earth without Mary’s aid. But God seems to prefer partnering with people to accomplish miracles such as salvation and healing. So God chooses Mary to carry the Savior. Later, Jesus often declares people’s own faith crucial to their healing. And today, God works justice through us, not apart from us.

      God doesn’t force us into collaboration. Yet, notes Miller, “God needs only a little of our agreement in order to work mighty wonders.” Like Mary’s humble assent: “I am the Lord’s servant. … May your word to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38, NIV). And like yours — for whatever partnership God invites you into. God will do the heavy lifting, for certain, but he hopes you’ll say yes.

—Nancy Guthrie
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The greatest gift-giver

When we give each other Christmas presents in [God’s] name, let us remember that he has given us the sun and the moon and the stars, the earth with its forests and mountains and oceans — and all that lives and moves upon them. He has given us all green things and everything that blossoms and bears fruit and all that we quarrel about and all that we have misused. And to save us from our own foolishness, from all our sins, he came down to earth and gave us himself.

                                                                                   —Sigrid Undset
….    (Continued)                                                        Page 15
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                  How to keep Christmas
Inspirational author Wilferd Peterson pondered ways to “best keep Christmas” and “defeat the little bit of Scrooge in all of us.” After reading his suggestions, add your own!
· By following the Star … to stand again in awe and wonder before the Babe in the manger.

· By rediscovering the faith and simplicity of a little child.

· By being still and listening to the angels sing within our hearts.

· By quietly evaluating our lives according to the Master’s standards as set forth in the Sermon on the Mount.

· By resolving to give ourselves away to others.

· By using the light of Christmas to guide us through … the coming year.

                        Biblical resolutions

Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)
Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)

Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10)
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6)
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1)
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16)
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