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The Valleys Post                             
                   The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                  3682 Peters Mountain Rd., P. O. Box H, Halifax, PA 17032  
                                                   717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                         Pastor David Guertin
Email:  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com   Council Pres. – David Novinger
      From the Desk of Pastor Dave…       
April/May 2022
                                               The Last Word

     Ephesians 3:16-19 16 I pray that from [God’s] glorious, unlimited resources [God] will give you mighty inner strength through [the] Holy Spirit.  17 And I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in your hearts as you trust in him. May your roots go down deep into the soil of God's marvelous love.  18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God's people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep [God’s] love really is.  19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is so great you will never fully understand it. Then you will be filled with the fullness of life and power that comes from God.

     This will be my last article for the newsletter. I’ve been thinking a lot about how I want to end my time at The Valleys well. I couldn’t help but think of these verses from Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus. More than anything else he wants them to know just how amazing God’s love is for them. Not just to know it as a theological fact, but to know it because they experience it. What a wonderful thing to wish for them. This is my wish for all of you too. 

     I’ve experienced God’s love for me in many ways, including through having you be part of my life as you have allowed God to use you to bless me and my family. I have experienced God’s love through your support when we’ve faced different health crises. I’ve experienced it when people chose to anonymously provide resources when we had no idea how those needs would be met. I’ve experienced it through your prayers, words of encouragement, shared laughter and tears, and hugs. I hope that I have been someone that you’ve been able to experience God’s love because of my being in your life. We may part ways here on earth, but we will be reunited one day. 
             (From Pastor Dave continued on next page)
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From Pastor Dave continued:

As I leave, I do so with gratitude and warm affection in my heart for all our friends here at VECC. May you go on sharing God’s love with others, and may you continue to receive God’s amazing love in unexpected ways and with those God brings into your life.  

       I close with these words from the same letter of Paul: Ephesians 3:20-21 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
In His Grip,

Pastor Dave
GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz
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As Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey, crowds praised him loudly. When Pharisees told him to silence the people, what did Jesus say would shout if his followers didn’t?

A. Stones
B. Palm branches
C. Trees
D. Hillsides

Answer: See Luke 19:40.
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
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 Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes.  We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. 
Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month April 3, 2022 and May 1, 2022. Communion will be done in the pews and is put together and served with gloves and masks to keep everyone safe.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
PALM SUNDAY APRIL 10 Worship Service will be In-person and will be streamed online.      Deke Rider will be guest speaker.
There is no Maundy Thursday service this year.
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GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 15 at 12:00Noon - Good Friday service will be In-person and will be streamed online on Facebook live and will be posted on YouTube after the service. Pastor Gail Boyer (Faith U. Methodist Church) will be the speaker.
EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 17 at 10:15AM In-person and Online. Holy Communion will be celebrated. (Please have bread and grape juice or wine ready if you wish to participate during the online service).       Pastor Kristine Heckard will be guest pastor.

SUNDAY APRIL 24th  Pastor Ron Reitz will be with us as the special speaker during worship service.

SUNDAY MAY 8th In-person and Online. Rev. Howard Burgoyne, East Coast Conference Superintendent of ECC, will be with us as the special speaker during worship service.      
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Monthly Worship  
                 April/May Monthly Worship Schedule 
Apr.  3rd - 10:15AM-  In-person Worship Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist - This is the last worship service that Pastor Dave will be with us
Apr. 10th - 10:15AM- PALM SUNDAY - In-person Worship & Online Worship    Deke Rider will be guest speaker
Apr. 17th - 10:15AM - EASTER - In-person Worship & Online Worship    Pastor Kristine Heckard will be guest pastor
Apr. 24th  -  10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship - Pastor Ron Reitz will be guest speaker
May   1st  - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship
                 Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering

May   8th- Mother’s Day- 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship -   Rev. Howard Burgoyne will be guest speaker
May   15th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship

May   15th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship

May   29th- 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” available that you may pick up or call us if you cannot pick one up. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
April, May, June Devotionals are available if you wish to have one.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL begins at 9:00AM with one combined adult class and one combined youth class for all ages.
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  Adult Sunday School April/May Preview [image: image7.emf]



    APRIL is the second month of the quarter. We will study the theme “FOLLOW” for April and May. APRIL’S topic is “THE MARK YOU MAKE”. APRIL’S scriptures are from MARK and PSALMS   MAY is the last month of the quarter. MAY’S topic is “THE STEPS YOU TAKE”.  MAY’S scriptures are from LEVITICUS, DEUTERNOMONY, JOB, JOEL, 2 CORINTHIANS.

   Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for April and May.  Please join us.

	  Date    

   April

    & May
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	Apr. 3

	Marie 

Herb
	Mark 13:5-8, 

28-37
	Right on Time

	Apr. 10

	To be announced
	Mark 14:27-42
	Off Target

	Apr. 17
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Mark 16:1-8 
	Stirring Up Emotions

	Apr. 24

	Bob

Endy
	Psalm 104
	Creation Meditation and Creator Worship

	May 1
	Donna Novinger 
	Leviticus 
25:1-13
	A Sabbath 

Jubilee

	May 8
	Mother’s Day:  Dave Novinger 
	Deuteronomy 14:22-29
	Faithful Stewardship

	May 15
	To be Announced
	Job 38:4-11
	In Awesome Wonder

	May 22
	Ed Dobbin
	Joel 2:18-26; Romans 8:19-22
	The Redemption of Creation

	May 29
	Marie Herb
	2 Corinthians 9:1-15
	Acts of Generosity
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope (or other envelope) and mark it “Mission Offering”.
Mission monetary donations received during the listed months of the year are used for the following projects or benevolence: 
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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   FREE Community Meal: meals will be “take out” only (pick up in cars in church parking lot) for the safety of those we serve and also for our volunteers.  
Take-out Meals are held the SECOND TUESDAY of every month from 5:30 - 6:30PM.  Meals must be reserved. Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday April 7th for April 12, 2022 meal and Thursday May 5th for May 10, 2022 meal (take outs only at this time). Please state how many meals (adults/children), choice of salad dressing and choice of dessert and your phone number) You can also email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com to reserve meals.
April 12, 2022 – Menu: Pulled Pork, Baked beans, Salad, Fruit Salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), Dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc).  

May 10, 2022 – Ham, Scalloped potatoes, Salad (Choice of dressing is same as above), Fruit salad, Dessert (Choice of dessert same as above).

Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
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  Life Line Pregnancy Baby Bottles Campaign begins on April 10th thru May 15th.  Baby bottles will be available if you wish to participate. See bulletins for more information or see Marie Herb.
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Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support! 
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Tuesday-Thursday 1:-00-5:00PM.   
                          The Perks of Giving

   Although National Volunteer Week is officially observed in April, every week thousands of volunteers help people in need. As volunteers can attest, sharing one’s time and talents leads to many intangible benefits.

   New research shows that volunteering and giving also provide physical and emotional advantages. Givers report an improved sense of well-being, lower stress levels, better physical health, and enriched sense of purpose in life and increased happiness.

   As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “It is one of the beautiful compensations of life that no many can sincerely help another without helping himself.

                  The joy of service

          I slept and dreamt that life was joy.
          I awoke and saw that life was service.
          I acted and behold, service was joy.
                           —Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941)
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HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS            
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM is not meeting in person at this time but they do pray by phone or virtual when possible.  
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

     Deacons meeting on April 5th and  May 3rd,  2022.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed. Elders meeting on Apr. 4th and May 2, 2022.

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
     Council Meeting on Apr. 20th and May 18th.
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting will be announced.
YOUTH GROUP See Marie Herb for information on meetings.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team still prays for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, just not in person at this time. Contact Sharon Fetterhoff or Laurel Guertin.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
No Fellowship Group Meal/Meeting or Choir at this time.       

Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


 
     Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) meets with the Youth Group of Uplift Community Church of God on the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM at Uplift Church or virtually if it isn’t possible to meet in person. They also meet once a month for either a service activity or fun outing if possible.  Contact Marie Herb or other youth group leaders for meeting dates and times.
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SPRING CLEAN UP DAY AT VALLEYS is Saturday April 10th at 8:00AM.
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the June /July/August newsletter to the church secretary by Sunday, May 15th!
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                          2021 GRADUATES
 The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2021 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing and acknowledging them in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form and return it to the church office no later than Sunday, May 8th.
Name____________________  Parents______________________​​​​__
School or College__________________________________________
________________________________________________________
College Degree___________________________________________
Activities & Special Honors received in school or college:
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
                              A word for graduates

     Congratulations to the young members of our congregation who are graduating! No doubt they look forward to the next phase of their lives with excitement, anticipation and perhaps a little apprehension.

     We hope these words, adapted from Phillips Brooks, will serve graduates well as they embark on their journeys:

“Do not pray for an easy life; pray to be a stronger person. 
 Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers but for powers 
    equal to your tasks. 
Then the doing of your work shall be no miracle, 
    but you will be the miracle.

Every day you shall wonder at yourself and the richness

    of life which has come to you by the grace of God.”
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· We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: *Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff & family; *Sue Maichle, Christopher Maichle & Family & Friends of Sandy Zimmerman;  *Donna Motter; Arletta Thomas; Hannah Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker; Esther Masser; Miriam Hoke; Mary Cooke; Dean Etzweiler; Gary Miller; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust 

Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries around the world.

Our Shut-Ins: Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff, Vickie Shoffler; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit
 If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List or to give updates for people currently on prayer list, please inform the Church office or put a note in offering basket. Please put a contact name so we know who to contact for updates. There are many people who have been on the list for a long time and some we are unsure how to get updates on them. Thank you for your help! 


Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.
 SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to the families of:                      
  Sue Maichle, Christopher Maichle and Family & Friends of Sandy Zimmerman as Sandy went to be with the Lord in March.
Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff and Family as Sharon’s father Charlie Enders went to be with the Lord in March.

We pray God surrounds both of these families with His loving presence, comfort and peace.
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                                 Page 11                
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APRIL 17 - EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE at Camp Hebron at 6:30AM will be held at Camp Hebron at 6:30AM at Breezewood (at outdoor chapel, park near Breezewood dining hall for service). Pastor Brendon Hock  (Halifax U.M. Church) is the speaker. Halifax United Methodist will serve breakfast at Breezewood Inn dining hall after the service. 
SENIOR CENTER NEWS - Halifax Senior Center remains closed at this time. 
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Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).
Zumba Fitness meets at Valleys 6:00-7:00PM on Mondays. 

Halifax Area Girl Scouts Troops meet at Valleys on a number of evenings during the week
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                             Fixed hours of prayer

    As summer approaches, you may look forward to a more relaxed routine. But don’t discard all your good habits and commitments! For soul care, try fixed hours of prayer. Simply expand the concept of praying at set times (such as before meals and bed) into praying regularly each morning, midday and evening. Set an alarm on your watch or phone and commit to engaging with God at the specified times. You can do this on your own or with family or friends.

    You can pray using Scripture verses, devotional guides, the Book of Common Prayer or a resource such as ExploreFaith.org. (When I’m tired or overwhelmed, it’s helpful to pray someone else’s words.) You might want to pray the same prayers morning, noon and evening for a week or a month. This practice isn’t meant to replace spontaneous prayers. Instead, use fixed hours of prayer to nurture a consistent habit of conversing with God.

                                                                  —Janna Firestone…. 
(Continued                                                                            Page 12
                          APRIL 2021 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in April and celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness!

	  5 - Sally Baker
	16 - Alaina Snyder

	       Conley Dunn
	19 - Lori Graff

	         Shirley Miller
	20 - Barbara Lauver

	  6 - Lydia Faust
	21 - Amy Faust

	10 - Jessica Bryson
	26 - Chris Herb Jr.

	15 - Ian Johnson
	27 - Lila Baddorf

	        Jon Novinger
	28 - Ed Dobbin
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                             APRIL 20201ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  
	20 - Amy & Jason Faust - (18 yrs.)
	28 - Pat & Ed Dobbin - (42yrs.)

	21 - Nancy & Dan Yutronich - (39 yrs.) 
	       Theresa & Scott Miller – (21yrs.) 

	
	       Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff – (49yrs.) 


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
"The Gentle Gardener"

I’d like to sow the barren spots
with all the flowers of earth,
To leave a path where those who come
should find but gentle mirth;
And when at last I’m called upon
to join the heavenly throng
I’d like to feel along my way
I’d left no sign of wrong.
—Edgar A. Guest

…. (Continued                                                                            Page 13
                                  In-carnation

    The official flower of Mother's Day is the carnation, the favorite flower of the mom of the holiday's founder, Anna Jarvis. Over time, the custom arose of wearing a white carnation on Mother's Day if your mother has died and a red one if she's living.

     In fact, many carnation colors have special meanings. Pink carries the richest Christian symbolism. According to legend, carnations first appeared on earth as Mary wept while watching Jesus carry his cross. Where her tears fell, there appeared pink carnations, symbolizing a mother’s undying love.

      According to one theory, the English word for carnation comes from carnis, Latin for flesh. From the same root comes incarnation, God’s coming to earth in flesh. Thus, carnations remind us of our loving mothers as well as our loving Savior.
             What is a Christian family?
A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is one in which parents so live the Christian life, and practice the presence of God that children come to accept God as the greatest reality of life.


A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is one in which each member is accepted and respected as a person having sacred worth.

A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is one that accepts the responsibility of worship and instruction to the end of developing the spiritual life of each person.

A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is one that manifests a faith in God, observes daily prayer and grace at meals.

A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is one that is committed to behavior in keeping with Christian ideals for family relations, community life, and national and world citizenship.

…. (Continued                                                                            Page 14

                      MAY 2021 BIRTHDAY WISHES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in May!  May your day be full of

         Sunshine and warm wishes.

	  1 - Cailey Crum
	19 - Dan Yutronich

	  2 -  Charlene Baker
	23 - June Gelnett

	  5 - Terri Herb
	24 - Cheryl Johnson

	12 - Ed Berra
	25 - Edward Baker

	15 - Chris Herb, Sr.
	28 - Cody Erb 

	16 - Denise Rickert
	30 - Star Baker
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                            MAY 20201ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary
to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  

	12 - Donna & Dave Novinger (49yrs)
	24 - Janette & Dennis Leitzel - (38 yrs.)

	17 - Diane & Leon Shaffer - (55 yrs.)
	28 - Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel (56yrs.)                                                                                 


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

           Do you need a Christian tune-up?

If so, here are five tune-up specials for you:
      1. Adjust your lights so others may see your good works.  
 
      2. Set your timing so as to be at the meeting on time.

      3. Adjust the brakes on your tongue.

      4. Align your direction so that you may stay on the straight 

              And narrow.

      5. Anti-freeze your heart and be fervent in spirit. Above all 
              things, love the Lord  your God with all your heart and 

              soul and mind.

…. (Continued                                                                            Page 15

                  Resurrection Means Reconciliation

    Jesus’ resurrection is the very foundation of Christianity. If Christ had never been raised from the dead, we’d have no Christian religion.

   God’s power was at work in Christ’s death and resurrection. “It was on the resurrection fact that the church was built,” said New Testament scholar James Stewart.

   Paul understood that the resurrection was the bedrock of our Christian faith. “If Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain,” he wrote to the Corinthian church (1 Corinthians 15:14, NRSV). The apostle went on to say, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is  futile and you are still in your sins” (verse 17).

    The resurrection proves that Jesus is Lord and Savior. Its authenticity means that by faith in Christ, we are reconciled with God.
    Billy Graham said the risen Christ is the bridge between us and God. “One of Christ’s hands holds the hand of God; his other hand holds ours,” said the evangelist.

                           Peace for Today

May today there be peace with-in.

May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to    be.

May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith.

May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been given to you.

May you be confident knowing you are a child of God.

Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul
the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love.

It is there for each and every one of us.
           —St. Therese of Lisieux (1873-1897)
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