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   The Valleys Post                             
                The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                    3682 Peters Mountain Rd., P. O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032  
                                                    717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                           Pastor – Kristine Heckard
Email  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com     Council Pres. – Seth Guertin
                                                                                                   December 2022/January 2023
       From the desk of Pastor Kris…     

I came across a collection of letters that children wrote to Santa Claus." My favorite went like this: "Dear Santa, there are three little boys who live at our house. There is Jeffrey – he is two. There is David – he is four. And there is Norman – he is seven.   Jeffrey is good some of the time and David is good some of the time. But Norman is good all of the time. I am Norman."


If you could use one word to describe Christmas, what word would it be? Some folks would use words like headache, busyness, expensive, or even bothersome. To many people Christmas is just another day, only a little more expensive and a lot more trouble.  How sad that an event that brought so much joy in Heaven should bring so little joy here on earth.


I would like to suggest to you as we begin this beautiful season of the year that this Christmas season can be a time of joy, no matter how broke you are or how busy you are.  Joy is like love – it is not merely an emotion, but a decision, and I believe you can be as joyful as you want to be.  It’s all in where you choose to put your focus. If you really want to have joy this Christmas season, let me suggest three place to focus your heart and mind.
1. Focus on Jesus.  Focusing on Jesus means that you not only remember the Savior in the manger, but you remember the Savior in your heart.  Remember that this baby grew up and went to the Cross to pay for your sins, that He rose again to give you a new life, and that He lives in your heart today to give you joy!

Galatians 2:20 says, “. . . and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”                 
                            (Pastor’s page concludes on page 2)
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Not only was Jesus born in Bethlehem, but by faith and by His Spirit He lives in me. That should fill us with joy!
2.  Focus on others.  Acts 20:35 says, “In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than receive.”

Paul quotes Jesus here to point out the joy of generosity. Christmas is the time we 
celebrate the most wonderful gift God has given us – Jesus. His focus in giving Christ to the world was His love for others, and He gave us an example that we too should be willing to follow.

If you want to know joy at Christmas, then discover the joy of giving. If you want joy this Christmas, find someone in need, and in the name of Christ, give to them of your time and your treasures. There are plenty of lonely, needy people, and the Holy Spirit will show them to you, if you are willing to look for them.

3.  Focus on yourself.  There is a sense in which we are to focus on ourselves. Your own attitudes determine whether or not you will experience joy this year. You can let worry, stress, un-forgiveness, or discouragement rob you of the joy of Jesus. The Bible commands us not to allow these things to rule our lives.  Consider your thoughts - listen to your words – watch your actions and ask yourself – do I have the joy of the Lord, or am I wallowing in the mud hole of my own tears?

Christmas is based on an exchange of gifts, the gift of God to man – His unspeakable gift of His Son, and the gift of man to God – when we present our bodies a living sacrifice. – Vance Havner 

You are the only person who can decide to be joyful this year!  God has a gift for you this Christmas – it is the joy that you unwrap by focusing on Jesus, others, and then yourself. Don’t wait until December 25 to unwrap that gift – open it now and enjoy it!






Have a Joyous Christmas 
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           And a Blessed New Year,









Pastor Kris
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  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE         
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Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes. We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. 
Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month December 4, 2022 and January 1, 2023. Communion will be done in the pews and is put together and served with gloves and masks to keep everyone safe.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
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Christmas Eve Service – Join us on Saturday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  Candlelight service, we are using battery operated flickering candles for the candlelight service. Holy Communion will be administered during the service in pews as we have been doing.
The Annual Congregational meeting will be held on January 15, 2023 (the 3rd Sunday in January) following Worship Service. The Church will provide the meat; congregation will bring a covered dish to share. There will be more information in upcoming bulletins. Installation of newly elected Elders and Deacons will be held on January 22, 2023 after the Council Reorganizational Meeting on January 18, 2023.  
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	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	Dec. Announcer: 
Sue Faust 
	Jan. Announcer: To be announced

	Dec. 4 Pew Communion Servers Marie Herb, Seth Guertin
Dec. 24 Communion Servers

Marie Herb, Norine Goss
	Jan. 1 Pew Communion Servers
Leon Shaffer, Ann Hale

	 
	

	Date:   Dec. 2022
   Jan. 2023
	Lay Readers 
	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	
	

	2022    Dec. 4
	Norine Goss
	Donna Novinger
	
	

	Dec. 11
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Ken Bechtel
	
	

	Dec. 18
	Sue Faust 
	Marie Herb
	
	

	Dec. 25
	TBA
	NO Sunday School
	
	

	2023   Jan. 1
	Leon Shaffer
	NO Sunday School
	
	

	Jan. 8
	Bridget Campbell
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	
	

	Jan. 15
	Ken Bechtel
	Donna Novinger
	
	

	Jan. 22
	Donna Novinger
	Ken Bechtel
	
	

	Jan. 29
	Marie Herb
	Marie Herb
	
	


Please Note: There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on December 25, 2022 or January 1, 2023.        
              SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY     [image: image5.emf]


  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display. 
 **************************************************************
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                         Monthly Worship

December/January Monthly Worship Schedule 
Dec. 4th - 10:15AM In-person Worship* Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering 
Dec. 11th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
Dec. 18th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (7:00PM) – Communion – Organist 
Dec. 25th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

                     [image: image7.emf]


Jan. 1st - Traditional 10:15AM In-person Worship* Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering                    
Jan.  8th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
Jan.  15th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

Annual Meeting and Congregational meal following Worship 
Jan.  22nd -  10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

- Installation of Elders and Deacons
Jan.  29th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
*Sermon will available on video online later Sunday afternoon or  listen on Valleys’ website if you aren’t on Facebook.
PLEASE CHECK DECEMBER BULLETINS for more information on Christmas Eve Service, Annual Congregational Meeting and the Installation of Elders and Deacons Service.
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 Adult Sunday School December 2021/
                    January 2022 Preview [image: image9.emf]



December is the first month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “POWER AND LOVE”. DECEMBER’S topic is “POWER AND VULNERABILITY”. DECEMBER’S scriptures are from Judges, Matthew. JANUARY is the second month of the quarter. JANUARY’S topic is “POWER AND BELONGING” Scriptures are from Galatians, Luke, John Colossians, Matthew.  Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for September and October.  Please join us.
      No Sunday School on Dec. 25, 2022 or Jan. 1, 2023
	      Date

      Dec. 
    & Jan.
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	Dec. 4
2022
	Donna Novinger
	Judges 

9:1-15
	Reign Over Us

	Dec. 11

	Ken Bechtel
	Matthew 1:18-24
	During the Right Thing

	Dec. 18
	Marie Herb
	Matthew 

2:1-12
	To Whom Do We Pay Homage?

	Dec. 25

	No Sunday School
	
	

	Jan. 1
2023
	No Sunday School 
	
	

	Jan. 8

	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Luke 

15:11-32
	Grace and Assurance for All

	Jan. 15
	Donna 

Novinger
	John 17:1-24; Ephesians 4:14
	In the World, Not of It

	Jan. 22
	Ken Bechtel
	Colossians 3:12-17
	Controlled by Peace

	Jan. 29
	Marie 

Herb
	Matthew 22:1-14
	A Seat at the Table


Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform church office if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  
The cost for Altar Flowers is $37.00.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit. You may also call the church office to order flowers.
SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .       Page 7
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            Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions offering aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope, mark it “Mission Offering”.
    
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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  FREE Community Meal: meals will be “take out” only (pick up in cars in church parking lot) for December 13, 2022. Pickup is between 5:30-6:30PM. Meals must be reserved.
Please Note: Beginning January 10, 2023 we will return to EAT IN MEALS ONLY, No takeout meals. All meals must be reserved.
Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday December 8th for December 13, 2022 meal (take outs only)  and Thursday January 5th for January 10, 2023 meal (beginning Jan. 2023 meals will be eat in at church only).
            Menu . . .
December 13, 2022 – Chicken, filling, corn, fruit salad,  dessert (No choice of dessert) TAKE OUT MEALS ONLY.
January 10, 2023 – Lasagna, garlic bread, salad, fruit salad, dessert. EAT IN AT CHURCH ONLY!
    Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the foyer. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope.          
…..    (Continued)                                                          Page 8    
                                            [image: image12.emf]


Food Bank Update: Donations of canned vegetables; beans - (kidney, northern, baked); peanut butter and jelly; soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes and pie filling); cake icing; potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled, scalloped (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix); canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna; Mac & cheese; canned fruit; or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated.  


Food donations can be brought in anytime and are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support! 
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Clothing Bank at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) Check their website for more information.
HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS            
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets for one hour beginning in January 2023 on the 1st Monday (before Elders Meeting) and the 3rd Wednesday (before Council Meeting) each month at 6:00PM. Everyone is welcome to join together to pray for church members, friends or family
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

      No Deacons meeting in Dec. 2022 or Jan. 2023 (until after election of officers at January Reorganization meeting).
ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  NO Elders meeting in Dec. 2022 or Jan. 2023 (until after election of officers at January Reorganization meeting).
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
      Note: No Council meeting held in December. Council Reorganization Meeting will be held January 17, 2023 after the Annual Congregational Meeting in January 2023.
YOUTH GROUP See Marie Herb for information.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Christmas Cards: The Christmas Card box is back in the narthex beginning December 1 to Dec. 19! Please bring cards in for members and friends who are attending church at this time. You may also send one card to The Valleys Congregation if your prefer which will be displayed on the bulletin board. Please send cards directly to our shut-ins. If you wish to convey Christmas greetings to members of our congregation who are not coming to in-person church at this time, please send them a card or give them a phone call. There will be a list in the bulletin in December of members/friends who are not attending at this time and also shut-ins. Please call the church office 717-896-3118 if you are not on the weekly devotional list to get the list of names.
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Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Elders, Deacons, Mission Committee, Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 1, 2022 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 15, 2023.
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 Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 15, 2022 immediately following 10:15AM In-person Worship Service. Congregational meal (meat provided by the church, congregation provides covered dishes to share).
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Council Reorganization Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 17, 2022. Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday January 22, 2023.
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)
Members & Friends of The Valleys: *Carol Knight; *Ed Dobbin, Coleen Bublitz; Ed Berra, Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper;  Marissa Faust; Gary Fetterhoff; Dennis Croutharmel; Charlie & Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller;  Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle.  

Our Shut Ins:  Lila Baddorf; Myra Hoffman; Lori Graff;; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Arletta Thomas 
Missions: Covenant Missionaries serving all over the world.
Please remember to inform Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
 Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office.
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WE EXTEND Our Deepest Christian Sympathy, Love, Thoughts and Prayers to Gerry Wiest and Gloria and Alvin Duttry and families as their brother Lamar Ressler went to be with the Lord recently. We pray God surrounds these families with His loving presence, comfort and peace.

Remember to reach out

     For many people, the holidays bring sorrow, grief and stress. If you’re hurting, turn to Jesus and his power. Learn from the woman who, desperate to be healed, reached out to touch the edge of Jesus’ robe and was immediately cured. Sometimes we think our healing process will be so exhaustive that we hesitate to take the first step. Or we doubt that Jesus still performs miracles. Amid your pain, have you reached out? Have you dared to touch Jesus’ robe? He is there, waiting to say: “Your faith has healed you.  Go in peace and be freed from your suffering” (Mark 5:34, NIV)     —Julie Lee

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES              Page 11
       DECEMBER 2022  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in December.  

          May you be surrounded with love and happiness.
	2 - Mary Cooke
	18 - Katie Baker

	4 - Amanda Graeff
	18 - Jordin Graeff

	         6 - Brenda  (Bryson) Lawrence
	22 - Kristine Heckard

	 11 - Nakiah Baker
	27 - Ken Baker

	 12 - Gary Snyder
	29 - Elizabeth Baker

	 13 - Elam Miller
	31 - Donna Novinger

	 16 - Stephanie Hatcher
	        


Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the 
following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	12 - Doris & Dave Hand - (52 yrs.) 
	28 - Marie & Chris Herb - (31 yrs.)

	24 - Linda & Craig Shoop - (20yrs) 
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          JANUARY 2023 BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in January!  May your birthday  

     be warm and fun even though it is snowy and cold outside.
	5 - Matt Faust
	19 - Janette Leitzel

	6 - Jackson Hoy
	20 - Bob Endy

	  9 - Daneil Miller
	23 - Diane Shaffer

	11 - Melanie Snyder
	28 - Neva Cichy

	        Mary Zeigler
	       Dixie Endy

	  17 - Rahn Cooper
	29 - Heidi Erb

	        Adrienne Lesher
	30 - Aaron Herb

	  18 - Ed Baker II
	31 - Mike Crum

	  19 - Bridget Campbell
	       Chris Maichle


Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

 to all the couples celebrating January Wedding Anniversaries!
	1 - Kris & George Heckard - (18 yrs.) 
	1- Joanne & Mark Enders - (20 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you          
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 SENIOR CENTER NEWS Halifax Senior Center remains closed at this time. They will be discussing when to reopen.
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Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).     
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Dartball:  The Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball resumed playing Dartball games in November. Dartball is on Christmas break December 19, 2022 thru January 9, 2023 and will resume on January 16, 2023.
Zumba Fitness meets at Valleys at 6:00PM Monday Evenings when there is no home Dartball game. In December they only meet Dec. 19 and Dec. 26 since Toys for Tots is in social hall until Dec. 17th.
                                                                     [image: image24.emf]


FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
The Valleys Church Office will be closed on Monday, December 26, 2022 and Monday, January 2, 2023 for Christmas and New year since those days occur on a Sunday.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the February/March 2023 newsletter to the church secretary by Sunday, January 15, 2023!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .  Page 13
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        Bible Quiz


Complete this Bible verse: “The (1)____ (2)_____ in the (3)____, and the (3)____ has not overcome it.”

A. (1) Word; (2) speaks; (3) silence
B. (1) light; (2) shines; (3) darkness
C. (1) kingdom of God; (2) reigns; (3) world
D. (1) Spirit of God; (2) shines; (3) world
E. None of the above
       Answer: See John 1:5.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the social hall that you may pick up as you leave church service.   Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional. If you are not coming to church at this time, please inform the church office to mail your devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                  Advent, then and now

     The church season of Advent began as a time of repentance for Epiphany, which was the second-biggest baptism day in the early church. Fasting was once a part of Advent, as it often still is for Lent.
     Advent comes from the Greek word parousia, which was often used to talk about Jesus’ second coming. So Advent is a season of preparation not only for the celebration of Jesus’ earthly birth but for his promised return.

     Some Christians celebrate Advent by not putting the baby Jesus into their manger scenes until Christmas morning. This adds to the anticipation that’s a special part of the season.

….    (Continued)                                                        Page 14
                              A collaboration across time and place

         For Christmas Day worship, many churches use Psalm 98. It is fitting, then, that Isaac Watts, who interpreted 132 psalms as hymn texts, based a now-beloved carol on it.

        Watts (1674-1748) was a student of language, religion and philosophy. He wanted to make Scripture more relevant to lay people and thought hymns could help. Watts composed more than 600 hymn texts, many still in use. But Psalm 98:4-9, “Joy to the World,” needed music to fit its words.

        Enter Lowell Mason (1792-1872), an American choir director. He came across Watts’ Psalm 98 hymn text and sought inspiration for a melody from the famous oratorio Messiah by George F. Handel (1685-1759). Mason pulled musical phrases from sections of Handel’s work, resulting in the tune we now recognize as “Joy to the World.”

        So it is that three men who lived across three centuries and never met — along with the composer of the original psalm more than two millennia earlier — together produced a hymn to the Christ-child, which millions have sung and continue to love.
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                  How to keep Christmas
Inspirational author Wilferd Peterson pondered ways to “best keep Christmas” and “defeat the little bit of Scrooge in all of us.” After reading his suggestions, add your own!
· By following the Star … to stand again in awe and wonder before the Babe in the manger.

· By rediscovering the faith and simplicity of a little child.

· By being still and listening to the angels sing within our hearts.

· By quietly evaluating our lives according to the Master’s standards as set forth in the Sermon on the Mount.

· By resolving to give ourselves away to others.

· By using the light of Christmas to guide us through … the coming year.

….    (Continued)                                                        Page 15
                 [image: image27.emf]

     At home in our hearts
        “All hearts come home for Christmas,” according to popular sentiment. But what if your heart (and/or home) is hurting or troubled? Does this season have room for people who are struggling? Does the holiday still have meaning?

         Yes, God’s word tells us. In fact, that’s why God sent Jesus, the Word, from his heavenly home to make “his dwelling among us” (John 1:14, NIV). As fully human, Jesus experienced loneliness and betrayal, loss and physical pain. He was rejected by loved ones, angered by corruption, and abandoned to die. But as fully God, Jesus provides answers, healing and hope. Through his resurrection (which first required an earthly birth), Jesus offers salvation to all who believe in him.

        As we await the heavenly home that God’s Son is now preparing, we can welcome him and his comforting promises, even into our hurting hearts.

                           A prayer for Christmas

    The internet reveals little about Wilda English — only that she lived from 1916 to 1997 and once resided in California. No details exist about her family, work or interests. Just this prayer, widely shared online. And it is no small thing. Indeed, the prayer tells much about her faith.

     God bless Wilda English for sharing these words with the world. May they continue to inspire many!
    God grant you the light in Christmas, which is faith;
    the warmth of Christmas, which is love;
    the radiance of Christmas, which is purity;
    the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice;
    the belief in Christmas, which is truth;
    the all of Christmas, which is Christ.
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