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   The Valleys Post                             
         The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
             3682 Peters Mountain Rd., P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032  
                                            717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                        Pastor – Kristine Heckard 
 Email  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com   Council Pres. – Dave Novinger
    From the Desk of Pastor Kris…   February/March 2023

People say they love things all the time. I love ice cream, I love my job, and I love summer weather.  I love swimming, I love my new bathing suit, and I love driving my new car to the beach.  I love quiet time and vacations.  But love centers on more than one’s own desires, pleasures, and feelings.

It will soon be Valentine’s Day and of course there is going to be a lot of talk about love.  All over the world people will be finding clever ways to express their love to their Valentine with chocolates and hearts and roses and cards!  But when it comes to love, I believe the bible does a better job than we can ever do, because it talks about the great love of God!  Perhaps one of the best known verses in all the bible is John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world …”   We all know that God loves us; but the question is do we love God as we should?  Jesus said in John 14:15 - “If you love me; keep my commandments.”  That’s how we express our love back to God the Father.  The bible helps us to understand the real nature of this thing called LOVE.


As written by Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 13: 1-3, “If I could speak in any language in heaven or on earth but did not love others, I would only be making meaningless noise like a loud gong or a clanging cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy, and I knew all the mysteries of the future and knew everything about everything, but did not love others, what good would I be?  And if I had the gift of faith so that I could speak to a mountain and make it move, without love I would be no good to anybody.  If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrifice my body, I could boast about it, but if I did not love others, I would be of no value whatsoever.”  
                        From the Pastor concludes on Page 2

 …...  From the Pastor    (continued                               Page 2


Again referencing 1 Corinthians 13, verses 4 –7 we read, “Love is patient and kind.  Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude.  Love does not demand its own way.  Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of when it has been wronged.  It is never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out.  Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.”


Love is not about self.  It is not self-serving or looking for gain or comfort.  Love is not a feeling; love is actions of kindness, forgiveness, giving, teaching, sacrifice, and putting the needs of others first.  When we truly love others we invite others to love us.  Love generates more love.


Paul concludes this wonderful chapter on love in verse 13 by saying that in the end there are three essential things that will matter – “FAITH, HOPE and LOVE and the greatest of these is love.”   I want you to know that God’s love for us is a love that endures.  He always stands ready to forgive and to pardon if we will only turn to Him in trust and repentance. He only asks that you love Him enough to obey his plan of salvation.   Today, and every day you can experience the real love of God that will never fade away.






In Christian Love,







Pastor Kris
            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 **************************************************************
From the Church Offices: If schools are closed due to adverse weather, the church offices will be closed.
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
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Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also is live streamed on Face book for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes.  We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. Services can also be viewed on Valleys Face book page or on Valleys YouTube link later.
Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month February 5, 2023 and March 5, 2023. Communion will be done in the pews and is put together and served with gloves and masks to keep everyone safe.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
                                          

                           LENTEN SERVICES

It will be decided by the Elders if there will be an Ash Wednesday Service February 22nd at Valleys. Check weekly bulletins.
We do not know if Community Lenten Services will be held this year. We will put information concerning Community Lenten Services in future bulletins as we receive it. 
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	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	February 2023 

Announcer: Sue Faust 
Feb. 5 Communion Servers:

Bridget Campbell, Marie Herb
	March 2023
Announcer: Marie Herb
Mar. 5 Communion Servers:

Ann Hale, Seth Guertin

	
	

	      Date

   FEBRUAY

       
	Lay Readers 
	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	 3 Greeters

(for 2 weeks at a time)

	Feb. 5
	Scott Miller
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Dave & Doris Hand, 

Jan Quinn

	Feb. 12

	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Ann Hale, 
Dave & Doris Hand

	Feb. 19
	Gerry Wiest
	Marie 

Herb
	Bridget Campbell, Christine Campbell, Jan Quinn

	Feb. 26 
	Theresa Miller
	Donna Novinger
	Bridget & Christine Campbell, Dan & Nancy Yutronich 

	MARCH
	
	
	

	Mar. 5
	Norine Goss
	Kenny Bechtel
	Terri Herb, Bonita Heddings, Scott & Theresa Miller & children

	Mar. 12

	Ed 

Berra 
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Terri Herb, Bonita Heddings, Scott & Theresa Miller & children

	Mar. 19

	Bridget Campbell
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Susan Snyder, Rachael Bryson, Carol Knight

	Mar. 26


	Rachael Bryson
	Marie 

Herb
	Susan Snyder, Rachael Bryson, Carol Knight


The cost for Altar Flowers is $37.00.  The 2022 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit. You may also call the church office to order flowers.
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                           Monthly Worship

February/March Monthly Worship Schedule 
Feb. 5th - 10:15AM- In-person Worship* Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Hymnal –Food Offering
Feb. 12th - 10:15AM- In-person Worship & Online Worship*

Feb. 19th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship*
Feb. 26th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship*
Mar. 5th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship* Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering
Mar. 12th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

Mar. 19th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
Mar. 26th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

It was decided to discontinue Ash Wednesday Service last year due to poor attendance. Elders will decide about this year.
Halifax Ministerium has not decided (at the time when this newsletter went out) if Community Lenten Services will be held this year. More information will be in upcoming bulletins.
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 Adult Sunday School 
          February/March 2023 Preview [image: image7.png]




February is the third month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “POWER AND LOVE”. FEBRUARY’S topic is “THE POWER OF LOVE”. FEBRUARY’S scriptures are from Ruth, 1 John, 1 Kings, 1 Samuel and Matthew.  MARCH is the first month of the new quarter. We plan to study “The Chosen” for MARCH. Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for February and March.  Please join us.
	      Date

Feb.
    & Mar.
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	Feb. 5
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Ruth 4:9-10;  1 John 4:7-21
	Loving as God Loves

	Feb. 12

	Sharon Fetterhoff
	1 Kings 

3:16-28
	A Parent’s Love

	Feb. 19
	Marie 

Herb
	1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7, 19-20
	True Friendship

	Feb. 26
	Donna 

Novinger
	Matthew 16:21-28
	Living for Others

	
	In March we plan to begin to study “The Chosen” - Season 1
	We will begin with Episode 1.
	It will depend how long each episode takes  if we finish an episode each week

	Mar. 5
	Kenny Bechtel
	
	

	Mar. 12

	Sharon 

Fetterhoff
	
	

	Mar. 19
	Ed & Peggy 

Berra
	
	

	Mar. 26
	Marie Herb
	
	


Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Sharon Fetterhoff if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher and please tell the church secretary. 
Please see Sharon Fetterhoff if you are interested in studying the chosen so we have enough materials for everyone.
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                  Mission Happenings    

MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope (or other envelope) and mark it “Mission Offering”.
Mission monetary donations received during the listed months of the year are used for the following projects or benevolence: 
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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Free Community Meals (“Eat In Only, No Take Outs”) are held the SECOND TUESDAY of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM at Valleys ECC.  Meals must be reserved.
Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday February 9th for February 14, 2023 meal and Thursday March 9th for March 14, 2023 meal or email to valleysecc.halifax@gmail to reserve meals.
February 14, 2023 – Menu: Fish (Fish Sticks for kids), Macaroni & cheese, Salad Fruit Salad, dessert. 
March 14, 2023 – Pork, Mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert.
Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the foyer. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
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Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Clothing Bank at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents. Check their website for more information.
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 A Daily Prayer
Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help us remember that you are present. If we find ourselves in the shadows of disappointment or rejection or pain, let us see your comforting light. If we’re in the radiant light of success or acceptance or wholeness, may we acknowledge your providence and grace. Wherever we are, grant us the assurance of your nearness. Amen.
GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz 
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   Fill in the blanks for three qualities Paul, in 1 Corinthians 13, attributes to love: “Love is ________; love is _______. … it keeps no record of ________.”

A. challenging, important, the past
B. childlike, innocent, injustice
C. self-sacrificing, generous, finances
D. patient, kind, wrongs

    Answer: See 1 Corinthians 13:4-5, NIV
HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS            Page 9                                           
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM.  Please
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

     Deacons meeting on February 7th  and  March 7,  2023.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed. Elders meeting on Feb. 6th  and March 6, 2023.

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
      Council meets February 15th and March 15th.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE meets the Second and Fourth Monday evenings at 7:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP See Marie Herb for information on meetings.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


 
     Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) meets with the Youth Group of Uplift Community Church of God on the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM at Uplift Church or virtually if it isn’t possible to meet in person. They also meet once a month for either a service activity or fun outing if possible.  Contact Marie Herb or other youth group leaders for meeting dates and times.
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: Please give articles for the April/May newsletter to the church secretary by Wednesday, March 15th.

…. (Continued                                                                        Page 10
[image: image13.png]



 We Lift Our Brothers      

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:   *Barbara Croutharmel; *Diane Shaffer; Ed Dobbin; Ed Berra; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Dennis Croutharmel; Carol Knight; Colleen Bublitz; Rahn Cooper; Charlie & Gail Shertzer; Marissa Faust; Gary Fetterhoff; Esther Masser; Miriam Hoke; Mary Cooke; Dean Etzweiler; Gary Miller; Sue Maichle
Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries around the world.


Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; Lori Graff, Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Arletta Thomas; Vickie Shoffler
      If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List or to give updates for people currently on prayer list, please inform the Church office or put a note in offering basket. Please put a contact name so we know who to contact for updates. There are many people who have been on the list for a long time and some we are unsure how to get updates on them. Thank you for your help! 

Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.
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SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to family and friends of June Gelnett as June went to be with the Lord on December 22. We pray God surrounds her family with His loving presence, comfort and peace.

  We pray the families feel God’s loving presence and comfort.
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       The Valleys Annual Meeting and Election
The Valleys Annual Meeting and Election was held on Sunday, January 15, 2023.   Copies of 2022 Financial Reports and Annual Reports are available for those who did not receive them and wish to see them.
        *******************************************
The following were unanimously elected during Annual Meeting.
  Deacons (2 year term) Bridget Campbell, Susan Snyder, Terri Herb
Elders   (2 year term)  Sue Faust, Bob Endy 

Sunday School Superintendent (2 year term)  Sharon Fetterhoff

Nominating Committee (2 year term) One Volunteer needed       

National & Conference Delegates (1 Year Term)  One or Two Volunteers needed  (Valleys pays registration, travel and hotel stay expenses)                      
Alternate for Search Committee (One needed) (Person would attend meetings but only vote in absence of another committee member previously approved.)
    **********************************************
      
          Council Officers for 2023   
 
   Council President –             Marie Herb
            
   Council Vice-President –    Susan Faust   

   Recording Secretary – 
   Ann Hale
   Financial Secretary – 
   Susan Snyder
   Treasurer – 

   Dale Faust 
                      2023 Council Members
Elders:    Peggy Berra, Bob Endy, Susan Faust, Diane Shaffer

Deacons:  Bridget Campbell, Dale Faust, Gary Fetterhoff, Seth Guertin, Ann Hale, Marie Herb, Terri Herb, Susan Snyder
     **********************************************
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    Halifax Ministerium Community Lenten Services 
Halifax Ministerium has not decided (at the time when this newsletter went out) if Community Lenten Services will be held this year. More information will be in upcoming bulletins.

SENIOR CENTER NEWS Halifax Senior Center remains closed at this time. 
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 Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).
Zumba Fitness meets at Valleys 6:00-7:00PM on Mondays when there is no Dartball game at Valleys in February and March. 
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Dartball: The Upper Dauphin County Church Dartball League will play thru March 2023.   
Halifax Area Girl Scouts Troops meet at Valleys on a number of evenings during the week unless the Halifax Schools are closed due to inclement weather.
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  Bus trip to see “Moses” at Sight and Sound: The Making Memories Gang of Millersburg and Halifax area is sponsoring a bus to see “Moses” at Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster Wednesday May 17th. Cost is $183.00 per person and includes Motorcoach transportation, ticket for performance, meal, Taxes and Meal gratuity. To reserve your seat contact Pat Hoffman at 717-692-3429.
….    (Continued)                                                        Page 13
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                 FEBRUARY 2023 BIRTHDAY WISHES
  Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in February!  

          May your day be filled with love, hearts and flowers.
	1-   Hannah Klinger
	16 - David Erb, Sr.

	3 -  Robert Guzman
	19 - Whitney Faust

	  8 -  Riley Dunn
	22 - Andrew Snyder

	      Dennis Leitzel
	23 - Zachary Campbell

	        Ashlee Rickert
	24 - Hannah Gonder

	 10 - Ann Hale
	27 - Brooke Croutharmel

	 14 - Robin (Hatcher) Kreiner
	28 - Myra Hoffman

	 16 - Christine Campbell
	       Michelle (Shoop) McElrath
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                    FEBRUARY 2022  ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	14 - Jennifer & Justin Rubendall - (14 yrs.)
	17 - Laura & Clarence Roush - (61 yrs.)

	16 - Gloria & Alvin Duttry - (201yrs.)
	18 - Colleen & Steve Bublitz - (6 yrs)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
                                    [image: image22.png]



…. (Continued                                                                            Page 14
                         [image: image23.jpg]Tene et




                MARCH 2023 BIRTHDAY WISHES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in March!  May your day be full of

         Sunshine and warm wishes.
	 2 - Jane Baker
	19 - Seth Guertin 

	 3 - Barbara Croutharmel
	20 - Dennis Croutharmel

	   9 - Rylee Zerby
	23 - Aurora Cooper

	 10 - LaRay Howell
	24 - Sherry Byerly 

	        Dave Hand
	       Greg Johnson

	   18 - Jason Faust
	27 - Judy Baker

	        Courtney Chubb 
	31 - Colleen Bublitz
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                      MARCH 2023 ANNIVERSARIES

  Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be

  Blessed with Love and Happiness!  
	   6 - Susan & Dale Faust - (52 yrs.)
	28 - Sherry & Matt Byerly - (25 yrs.)

	 22 - Charlene & Ed Baker - (43 yrs.)
	31 - Dixie & Bob Endy - (50 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
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 TURN YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR ON SATURDAY, MARCH 11th!
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Never-ending Gift - Seven days a week, remind someone special about God’s love, the gift that truly keeps on giving.

What you need: Large plastic pill box with a compartment for each day* Construction paper* Craft glue* Black permanent marker* Heart stickers* Scissors* Bible* Pencil* 7 small treats (fish-shaped crackers, small candies, trail mix, etc.)

What you do: 1. Glue paper onto the container. Write “God’s Love” in permanent marker. Decorate with heart stickers. 2. Cut 7 slips of paper. On each slip, write out one Bible verse about God’s love. (Examples include Psalm 63:3; Psalm 100:5; John 3:16; John 15:12; Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:9.) 3. Fill each compartment with a different treat. Then place a folded slip atop each treat. 4. Give away the present. Tell the recipient to open the correct day for a week - and then refill the treats and verses and “regift” God’s  love to someone else.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” on the cupboard at front door entrance you may pick up at any time.   Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional. If you are not coming to church at this time, please inform the church office to mail your devotional.
                      [image: image26.png]


    Come Be Energized
     After some time away from the church, author Donald E. Miller returned to the fold. He writes: “One thing that brought me back … was asking simply: 
    What are the alternatives to the church? Where are the communities that sanction the pursuit of meaning and truth as a legitimate enterprise? That have material and personal resources to assist in this search? That provide regular occasions for confession of failures? That renew and inspire? That provide a setting where children are nurtured? where family members can be buried? where births can be celebrated? where social issues can be debated?”

      Miller concludes: “There are a number of institutions that deal with one or several of these questions, but historically the church has demonstrated its ability to energize all of these activities.”
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