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      From the desk of Pastor Kris…      November 2023
          This month we celebrate Thanksgiving.   Thanksgiving is a special time to be with friends and family, to fellowship with those who are dear, and a time to reach out and fellowship with those who are less fortunate.

         The first Thanksgiving in New England was celebrated in Plymouth less than a year after the Plymouth colonists had settled in America.  The first dreadful winter in Massachusetts had killed about half the members of the colony. But new hope arose in the summer of 1621.  The settlers expected a good corn harvest, despite poor crops of peas, wheat, and barley.  Therefore, in early autumn, governor, William Bradford arranged a harvest festival to give thanks to God for the progress the colony had made.

          The festival lasted three days.  The men of Plymouth shot ducks, geese, and turkeys.  The menu also included clams, eel, lobster and other fish, wild plums and leeks, corn bread, and watercress. The women of the settlement supervised the cooking over outdoor fires. About 90 Indians also attended the festival.  They brought five deer to add to the feast.  Everyone ate outdoors at large tables and enjoyed games and fellowship.  Similar harvest Thanksgivings were held in Plymouth during the next several years, but no traditional date was set.

          The custom of Thanksgiving Day spread from Plymouth to other New England colonies.  During the Revolutionary War, eight special days of thanks were observed for victories and for being saved from dangers.  In 1789 President George Washington issued a general proclamation naming November 26 a day of national Thanksgiving.  This was only a one-time event and for many years we had no regular national Thanksgiving Day.
      President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday in November   1863,   as   “a  day  of   Thanksgiving  and   praise   to   our 
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beneficent Father."  Each year afterward, for 75 years, our Presidents would proclaim that Thanksgiving Day should be celebrated on the last Thursday of November.  In 1939 FDR set it one week earlier.  Then in 1941, Congress passed legislation naming the 4th Thursday of November as Thanksgiving Day - a legal federal holiday.

     There is a danger in having plenty; when all our needs are met, food, shelter, clothing, we tend to settle back and enjoy the extra things God has blessed us with.  If we forget the source of our wealth, or even worse, we pat ourselves on the back and take the credit for our wealth, then we have forgotten and ignored God, the source of all provision.   Let us not forget to say thank you to God for all he has provided us.

       It is a human tendency to forget to say thank you.  Do you remember the ten lepers in Luke’s Gospel? "They stood at a distance and cried out, ’Jesus, Master, have pity on us!’  Jesus said, ’Go, show yourselves to the priests’."  And as they went, they were cleansed.  One of them, when he discovered he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice.  He threw himself at Jesus feet and thanked him.  What is missing from this picture?   The other nine completely neglected to say thank you.

        Let us not forget to say thank you to God for our health and the many times he heals us.

        Do you remember the parable of the prodigal son?  The son, wanted to leave home, see the world, and make a name for himself.  He asked for his share of his Father’s inheritance and left on an adventure. It wasn’t long before he squandered all his money.   He found himself tending pigs as a hired hand and there it occurred to him that home wasn’t such a bad place after all.  He had a change of heart and decided to go home and beg his father to hire him on as a servant.

         The Bible tells us that, "While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  The son said to him, ’Father I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the father said to his servants, ’Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and now is found.’  So they began to celebrate."
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         This parable illustrates God’s willingness to forgive us and grant us salvation, even though we don’t deserve it.   Salvation is essential to Thanksgiving, for without salvation Thanksgiving is hollow and empty.  Let us not forget to say thank you to God for our salvation.

         In Col 3:15 the Apostle Paul admonishes us, "Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.  Since as members of one body you were called to peace.  And be thankful.” 

          Take time to give Thanksgiving to God for the multitude of blessings He has given you.  Take time every day to be thankful.  For a Christian, Thanksgiving is not just a day, but a way of life.







In Christian Love,








Pastor Kris

GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .  
                                         Bible Quiz
Psalm 103 (NRSV) begins:

  “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, 

bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his _________ …”

What should we “not forget”?

A. goodness

B. kindness

C. gifts

D. benefits
The answer is in Psalm 103:2, NRSV.

             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 **************************************************************
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 WORSHIP  SCHEDULE [image: image3.jpg]


   

Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book (videos are on YouTube after the service for those not on Face book) for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes.  We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. 

Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, November 5th Communion will be done in the pews and is put together and served in a manner to keep everyone safe.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
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  Thanksgiving Ingathering Service will be held on Sunday, November 26th. Please bring non-perishable food items which will be given to people in need. If anyone has a child’s wagon we can use to put the food items in, please call the church office (717-896-3118).  
Preparing for Advent – The First Sunday of Advent is on December 3rd as our Hanging of the Greens Service.  Helpers are needed to decorate the sanctuary/church prior to that service. If you are willing to help, please contact the church office by Sunday, November 25th.   

[image: image5.jpg]


  Hanging of the Greens Service will be held on Sunday, December 3rd at 10:15AM on First Sunday of Advent with traditional readings, hymns and decorating the Christmas tree. A Christmas covered dish meal will follow the service. More information on ‘Happenings at The Valleys’ page 8 in this newsletter and in November bulletins.
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    NOVEMBER WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                                                             
	November Announcer:

             Norine Goss
	Nov. 5th   Communion Servers:  Diane Shaffer, Bob Endy

	       Nov. Lay Readers:

Nov.   5th: Leon Shaffer 
Nov. 12th: Ed Berra 
Nov. 19th: Norine Goss

Nov. 26th: Ken Bechtel
              
	        Nov. Greeters:
Nov. 5th:  Bob Endy, Scott & Theresa Miller & Family
Nov. 12th & 19th: Sue Faust, Dave & Doris Hand
Nov. 26th: Dale Faust, Rachael Bryson, & 3rd person to be announced

	
	


Worship Participants: If you are unable to complete your Sunday, please contact the church office. 
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                         Monthly Worship
    
November Monthly Worship Schedule 
Nov.  5th  - 10:15AM In-person Worship - * Holy Communion 
Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) - Organist

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back on Saturday Nov. 4th!
Nov. 12th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* - Hymnal

Nov.   19th  - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* - Ingathering/Thanksgiving Service  Organist   
Nov. 26th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* - Hymnal

SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGE                                  Page 6                                                                                                 
[image: image8.jpg]


 Adult Sunday School November Preview [image: image9.jpg]




We are viewing Season Three of “The Chosen” in Nov. One week we watch a video and the next week we discuss it. We will view Lesson 2 on Nov. 5th and discuss it on Nov. 12th and continue Season Three thru Nov. We invite you to join us. If anyone wishes a study guide book, please see Sharon Fetterhoff. Please join us!
	         Date

      November
	Adult Discussion

Leaders
	Topic

	Nov. 5th - Video & Nov. 12th 
	Donna Novinger - Lesson 2
	The Chosen - Season Three

	Nov. 19th  -Video

& Nov. 26th  Discussion
	Ken Bechtel        - Lesson 3
	The Chosen - Season Three


	      Date

      November
	Youth S. S. Teachers

	Nov. 5th  -

	Marie Herb &         Sue Faust

	Nov. 12th 
	Bridget Campbell &      

Sharon Fetterhoff

	Nov. 19th 
	Pastor Kris Heckard & Marie Herb

	Nov. 26th 
	Seth Guertin & Donna Novinger


Leaders/Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Sharon Fetterhoff if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please inform the church secretary.
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 
    Adult Class - Library
    Youth Class - 1st Grade class room
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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      Mission Happenings 
MISSION OFFERING: 
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
  FREE Community Meal: meals are eat-in at The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church.
   EAT-IN Meals are held the SECOND TUESDAY of every month from 5:15 - 6:30PM.  Meals must be reserved. 

Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday November 9 for November 14, 2023 meal. Please state how many meals (adults/children) and your phone number. You can also email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com to reserve meals.  
     Menu for:

Nov. 14, 2023 – Pulled Pork sandwich, Soup (Broccoli or Minestrone), Fruit salad, Dessert
Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. The food donation signup sheet will be in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
_____________________________________________________

Isaiah 61 Ministries: at Uplift Community  Church of God – 36 Jacob’s Church Rd., Halifax, PA 17032) for Halifax residents Clothing Bank 12:00noon to 5:00PM.   Call 717-557-5166 for more information. Soup Kitchen is currently on hold, please watch for reopening date.

HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS . . .           Page 8
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed, Elders will meet on Monday,  Nov. 6th.

CONFIRMATION CLASS meets the First and Third Sundays  following Worship Service. 
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month Nov. 7th at 7:00PM.  

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM. Council meeting is Nov. 15th).

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE meets the Second and 
     Fourth Mondays of the month at 7:00PM.
PRAYER TEAM TIME meets on the Third Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM or as announced.
Check with Marie Herb when YOUTH GROUP meets.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Prayer Team still prays for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world (we meet on 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM).

__________________________________________________________________________________

 [image: image11.jpg]AN

HRISTMAS
DINNER

oo
' »




  MARK YOUR CALENDAR for VALLEYS CHRISTMAS COVERED DISH DINNER ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 3rd the 1st Sunday in December following Worship Service, (which is also the First Sunday of Advent and the Hanging of the Greens service)! Please bring a covered dish to share and join us in fellowship! More details in November bulletins.

       As part of the Hanging of the Greens service, we are asking our congregation to bring in their nativity to display in the social hall on December 3rd.  Please see Pastor Kris or Peggy Berra if you have any questions. 
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 CONFIRMATION CLASS meets the First and Third Sundays following Worship Service (Nov. 5th and Nov. 19th) in the music/choir room.
From Valleys Church Office…               Page 9     
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 Don’t Forget to TURN BACK YOUR CLOCKS on Saturday evening,  November 4th!!
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the December 2023/January 2024 newsletter to the church secretary by November 15th!
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CHURCH OFFICES will be closed on Thanksgiving Day Thursday, November 23rd..

TOYS 4 TOTS will be using Valleys social hall to sort and distribute toy to families in need in the Upper Dauphin-Halifax-Millersburg area from December 4th thru Dec. 16th.  Volunteers are welcome to help sort toys. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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    Order  Christmas Poinsettias:  Please  see  Gloria

after the Sunday worship service or call the church office. 
Sizes  4.5” pot - $4.00, 5” pot- $5.75; 6.5” pot - $8.25  7.5” pot- $18.25; Colors available in each size pot are Red, White, Pink, Burgundy,  and Marble.  All orders and money must be given to Gloria Duttry by Sunday November 26th.    
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
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IMPORTANT! PLEASE NOTE: Please address ALL correspondence to  The Valleys E.C.C. P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032 for all future correspondence or the post office will return it to you as the post office is enforcing this change. Thank you!
DARTBALL began Mon., Oct. 30th. The schedule is on the bulletin board in the narthex. Mon., Nov. 6th Valleys is at Messiah, Mon., Nov. 13th Faith at Valleys. Games are at 7:00PM, setup is 6:00PM in social hall for home games. Valley has a BYE week Nov. 20th No games on Nov. 27th.                                                              
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 We Lift Our Brothers And Sisters In Prayer... Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)
Members & Friends of The Valleys:       
*Gail Shertzer, (Upcoming surgery); *Janette Leitzel and Family; *Deb & Emily Castellani, Donna Motter & Family; Mary Cooke; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Barbara Lauver;  Gary Miller; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle


Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all missionaries around the world.

      Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; Lori Graff, Vickie Shoffler, Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Janet Noblit.

If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Welcome Card (on 2nd side; also put on name of person submitting prayer request) or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger. 

Please remember to inform Pastor Kris or the Church office if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
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 WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS TO:
Janette Leitzel and Family as Janette’s husband Dennis went to be with the Lord.
Deb and Emily Castellani, Donna Motter and Family as Deb’s husband Patrick went to be with the Lord.

We pray for God’s loving presence, peace, comfort and strength for these families during this time.
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                       Page 11
SENIOR CENTER NEWS - The Halifax Senior Center IS OPEN every Wednesday, for fellowship and activities from 10:00- 12:00Noon at The Valleys E.C.C.  A card party will be held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month from Noon to 3:00pm. Check Sunday bulletins and future newsletters for more information on activities, dates, and times. We hope you will come and join us!
   Please note: if there is inclement weather the Senior Center will be closed.

  [image: image20.jpg]


 Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).       
ZUMBA meets on Mondays 6:00-7:00PM except when there is a home Dartball game.

GIRL SCOUTS MEETINGS: 

G. S. Leaders meet the First Monday of each month, 6:00-9:00PM; 

G. S. Troop 11300 meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; 

G. S. Troops 11570 & 10728 meet the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; 
G. S. Troop 11301 meets the 2nd Thursday of the month, 6:00-7:30PM.
CONGRATULATIONS TO HALIFAX AREA HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND on being Number ONE IN THE NATION after the competition on October 21!!!
_____________________________________________

Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread”  on cupboard for you to pick up as you come in the front door.   Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional. If you are not coming to church at this time, please inform the church office to mail your devotional.
__________________________________________________________________
Continued                                                                            Page 12
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               NOVEMBER 2023   BIRTHDAY WISHES                

Happy Birthday to everyone born in November!   
May you be surrounded with love and happiness.

	1 - Susan Snyder
	14 - Gloria Duttry

	4 - Sue Maichle
	19 - Bryce Gonder

	      Ashleigh Cooper
	       Gail Shertzer

	        Michelle Cooper
	24 - Emmett Witmer

	  8 - Tiffany Rickert
	26 - Faith Byerly

	10 - Dave Guertin
	30 - Donna Donahue

	  14 - Vickie Snyder
	


                     NOVEMBER 2023   ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

the following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

be blessed with Love and Happiness!
	19 - Vickie & Gary Snyder- (46 yrs.) 
	24- Gail & Charlie Shertzer - (61 yrs.) 


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna   and it will be corrected.  Thank you  
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    Fill a Blessing Jar
     Need a new tradition to count your blessings? One way to reflect on your blessings as the days and months pass is to fill a Blessing Jar. Simply find a container (ideally with a lid) and place it in a prominent place in your home. Next to it, set slips of paper and Writing utensils. 
     Encourage every family member to jot down one thing they’re grateful for every day. If you have a large family, you may need one jar for each person. You can also use different-colored paper slips for each family member.
    Every week, sit down together and review the many ways that God is present in your lives.

Continued                                                                            Page 13
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  - November 11, 2023  

  Thank a veteran for their service to our Country.           
       THANK YOU VETERANS! Thank you to all the men and women who served or are now serving our country.    
     On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who’ve served and sacrificed in one of America’s armed services.
     On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a truce with German leaders, ending World War I. In 1919, President Wilson decided the United States should remember with gratitude the end of that war and honor military members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 1954, Congress changed the name to Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every era.

      Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and freedom throughout the world. Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for unity among all nations and for the day when “nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV). 
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Thanksgiving Beatitudes

Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire.  If you did, what would there be to look forward to?

Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn.

Be thankful for the difficult times.  During those times you grow.

Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities for improvement.

Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character.

Be thankful for your mistakes.  They will teach you valuable lessons.

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a difference.
                                                             -- Author unknown
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