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   The Valleys Post                             
         The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
              3682 Peters Mountain Rd., P. O. Box H, Halifax, PA 17032  
                                            717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                     Pastor - Kristine Heckard
Email:  valleysecc@verizon.net          Council Pres. – Norine Goss
                                              June/July/August 2024
Pastor’s Message
    Are you tired, anxious and burdened? Jesus invites you to take a vacation in Him.
      Summertime means vacation time. Students get a vacation from school. Employees take vacation from work. Vacations indicate rest. The only problem is that these vacations are temporary. Students will go back to school and employees will go back to work. Rest ends.

      I’m reminded of a rest today that does not have to end. Listen to these words of Jesus as He says in Matthew 11:28, "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest."  That is a vacation  invitation from Jesus.

      Are you tired, anxious, and burdened? Jesus invites you to take a vacation in Him.

     This time of year, a lot of graduation and wedding invitations are received. They are invites to come to a specific location. Only those that make an effort to go will be present to take part. In order to be there, the recipient has to make an effort to get there; otherwise, they will be a no show.

     Jesus’ invitation is to come to a specific location. The location is Him, and unless we make an effort to come to Him, we will be a no show. How do we come to Jesus? We come to Jesus just as we are with all the baggage, all the burdens, all the weaknesses, all of the sinfulness. Jesus doesn’t ask us to change before we get to Him or to come to Him as someone we are not. We are just simply asked to come to Him.

    Who is to come? Jesus said “all you who are weary and burdened.” Well, that would be me and I imagine that would be you. We are living in times that are tiresome and burdensome. There are rising gas prices, food costs and healthcare costs while pay does not  keep 
                  (Pastor’ Message continued on next page)
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up and employment is harder to find.  There are wars and rumors of wars. There’s violence and crime. There are earthquakes, fires, floods, tornados, and cyclones. There are relationships and families to maintain. And there is work to put food on the table and pay the bills.

     We are living in tiresome and burdensome times and our external pressures are going to intensify as time continues, but Jesus gives us all a sweet invitation to come and vacation in Him! Hallelujah!

    And if we come to Jesus we partake of the promised rest. It’s not like an ordinary vacation where we get to rest for limited amount of time, and then have to go back to the grind. No, this is a glorious vacation that does not end.

    In Jesus we are recipients of His rest. He gives His rest to us. He imparts His rest in us. It’s refreshing, it’s sustaining and it’s everlasting.

    I went on a three mile walk the other day. I was exhausted, out of shape and I needed water.  I need to pace myself and build up to walking the three miles and make sure that I have water so that I’m refreshed so that I can finish the walk and recover faster.

   We are all running a race and we are to run our race to receive a prize. Our race is our journey from earth to glory and we get tired and burdened along the way. Jesus got tired on His journey. I’m reminded of Jesus sitting by a well, tired. A woman comes up and He asks her for a drink of water. A conversation takes place and Jesus says "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."

   May we drink of the water Jesus gives. May we learn to rest in His grace and providence more and worry less.     May we let Jesus teach us His way and how to find His rest. When we get so tired that we don’t think we can continue, may we find rest in Jesus.





In Christian Love,






Pastor Kris
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    WORSHIP  SCHEDULE       
Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book (videos are on YouTube after the service for those not on Face book) for those who wish to worship in the safety of their home or unable to come to church.  We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible.
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Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month June 2, 2024, July 7, 2024 and August 4, 2024. Communion is done in the pews and is put together and served with gloves.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
  Communion Servers: June: Diane Shaffer, Susan Snyder; July: Terri Herb, Norine Goss August: Sharon Fetterhoff, Ann Hale.
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The Confirmation Service for Confirmands, Daniel Miller and Alan Snyder, takes place during our morning Worship Service on Sunday, June 2nd.
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JUNE/JULY/AUGUST

 MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

June 2nd - 10:15AM- In-person Worship & Online Worship Confirmation, Holy Communion (Online Worship – Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Hymnal –Food Offering  

June  9th - 10:15AM- In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal  
June 16th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
June 23rd - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
June 30th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
July  7th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Holy Communion (Online Worship – Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Hymnal –Food Offering

July  14th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
July  21st - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
July  28th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
________________________________________________________________________________________
Aug. 4th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Holy Communion (Online Worship – Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Hymnal –Food Offering

Aug.  11th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
Aug.  18th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
Aug. 25th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
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 Adult Sunday School June/July/August Preview 

    We are waiting to get the video of “The Chosen” Season 4 to view and discuss it when it is available. Hopefully July we will begin Season 4. One week we watch a video and the next week we discuss it.  We invite you to join us.  
	  Date    

   June, July & August
	Discussion

Leader
	Topic

	June 2nd & 9th 
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	To be determined

	June 16th & 23rd 
	Marie Herb
	To be determined

	June 30th & July 7th 
	Kenny Bechtel
	To be determined

	July 14th & 21st 
	Ed & Peggy Berra 
	To be determined

	July 28th & Aug. 4th 
	Donna Novinger
	To be determined

	Aug. 11th & 18th 
	Ed Dobbin
	To be determined

	Aug. 23rd & Sept. 1st 
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	To be determined

	Sept. 8th & 15th 
	Marie Herb
	To be determined

	Sept. 22nd & 29th 
	Kenny Bechtel
	To be determined


Leaders: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Sharon Fetterhoff if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please inform the church secretary.
 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: -   

Adult Class - Library  

Children and Youth - S. S. Classroom -     Youth Teachers List:
June 2nd - Marie Herb, Sue Faust; June 9th - Marie Herb, Kris Heckard; June 16th - Sharon Fetterhoff, Bridget Campbell; June 23rd - Sharon Fetterhoff, Kris Heckard; June 30th - Bridget Campbell, Sue Faust; July 7th - Marie Herb, Donna Novinger; July 14th - Donna Novinger, Kris Heckard; July 21st - Sharon Fetterhoff, Bridget Campbell; July 28th - Marie Herb, Sue Faust; Aug. 4th -Sharon Fetterhoff, Marie Herb; Aug. 11th - Sue Faust, Bridget Campbell; Aug. 18th - Donna Novinger, Sue Faust; Aug. 25th - Donna Novinger, Marie Herb.
                SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .
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  ALTAR FLOWERS… 
June Sponsors: June 16 - Ann Hale, July, August are open to sponsor flowers.
The cost for Altar Flowers is $37.00.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit. Please call the church office one to two weeks in advance of the date you wish to sponsor flowers so we have enough time to contact the florist.
                                         Keep Trying

     In The God Who Stays, contemporary Christian musician Matthew West writes about the pandemic’s fear-filled early days. After his concert tour was abruptly canceled in March 2020, he rode to an airport “feeling utterly hopeless about a world that was spinning out of control.”

     Then Arthur, his ride-share driver, began singing along to the radio — and the song happened to be West’s “The God Who Stays.” West joined in, jokingly asking how he sounded. “Not so good,” Arthur replied, not knowing West’s identity. “You keep trying.”

     The driver shared how those lyrics uplifted him during life’s difficulties, and West later recalled that conversation during lockdown, while wondering where God was. The musician realized he had “settled for a socially distant relationship with the One who is nearer than I dare to believe, closer than the air I breathe.” But West pictured “God running toward me with open arms like the prodigal’s father,” and he resolved to keep trying — and to grow closer to the God who always stays.

SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .       Page 7 

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions offering aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope, mark it “Mission Offering”.
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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FREE Community Meal: Meals are “eat in” only at The Valleys.
   EAT-IN Meals are held the SECOND TUESDAY of every month from 5:30 - 6:15PM.  Meals must be reserved. 

Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday June 6th for June 11, 2024 meal; Thursday July 4th for July 9, 2024 meal and Thursday August 8th for August 13, 2024 meal. Please state how many meals (adults/children) and your phone number. You can also email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com to reserve meals.
    Menus for:

June 11, 2024 –   

Toasted cheese sandwiches and Tomato soup, salad, fruit salad, dessert.
July 9, 2024 –      

Spaghetti, Garlic bread, Salad, Fruit, Dessert.
August 13, 2024 – 
Hot Dogs and Hamburgers, Macaroni salad, Baked beans, Fruit (watermelon or cantaloupe), Dessert.
   Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” for financial donations on your offering envelope. 
…..    (Continued)                                                          Page 8
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                 2024 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are beginning to collect donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. It may seem early but lots of donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 154 students, and also families who returned Saturday afternoon to shop after the yard sale and we took 44 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.

Yard Sale is Friday, August 2nd from 10:00AM to 6:00PM and Saturday, August 3rd from 10:00AM to 2:00PM.   See upcoming bulletins for more information.
 Where:

           At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 

      School supplies - book bags, colored mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), composition books, notebooks, rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
                Deadline for donations is July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area 
High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 

      Helpers are needed to setup tables and sort clothing from July 15th to August 1st. (Anyone who wishes to help presort clothing can do so in the choir room before July 15th.) 

     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 2nd and 3rd.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 

    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 15th until after the yard sale.)

     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 

 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.                   
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Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!
Food Room at Halifax Community Church (House on the Hill):  The Food Room is open Mondays 9:00-11:30AM and Thursdays 3:30-6:00PM. Food is provided every week and holiday meals are distributed during Thanksgiving and Christmas Seasons to those in need. For more information or to volunteer, please contact the Halifax Community Church at 717-896-8092.

Isaiah 61 Ministries: Mission at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents - check their website for more information.    
                                   Keys to Community

         While searching for youth group resources, Stan Purdum once found a board game called Community. It was like Monopoly, but instead of promoting greed and winning, Community required you to help other players win too. The key to everyone winning was a Community Meeting square, akin to Monopoly’s Go Directly to Jail.

          As you moved around the board, you’d periodically land on Go to Meeting. Then you had to remain there until at least one other player arrived so you could meet. Before that could happen, someone at the meeting had to play a Plain-Speaking card.

          The point? Before people can accomplish anything worthwhile when uniting for community purposes, they need straightforward statements of truth, even if those are sometimes painful. That’s certainly true in the communities called family, church and friendship. And in life, the plain-speaking sometimes requires rebuke. Scripture calls these well-meaning words, intended for learning and healing, “the wounds a friend inflicts” (Proverbs 27:6, NRSV)

                                      —adapted from The Wired Word
HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS          Page 10
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TIME meets on the Third Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM or as announced.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

     Deacons meet on June 4th and August 6th. (No July meeting) 

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM on an as needed basis.  

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
     Council Meeting on June 19th, July 17th and August 21st.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE meets the Second and 
Fourth Mondays of the month at 7:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP See Marie Herb for information on meetings.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Time We pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world during the Third Wednesday of the month from 6:00PM to 7:00PM.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


 
     Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) meets with the Youth Group of Uplift Community Church of God on the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM at Uplift Church or virtually if it isn’t possible to meet in person. They also meet once a month for either a service activity or fun outing if possible. (They may not meet as much during summer. Contact Marie Herb or other youth group leaders for meeting dates and times.
             VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS BACK!
Vacation Bible School will be held at Valleys on Saturday, July 13th from 9:00AM to 12:00Noon for children and adults of all ages. Teachers, helpers and donations are needed! The theme is “Knights - Mid-Evil.”  Lunch will be served (“finger foods” - hot dogs, fruit, veggies, etc.)
See Marie Herb if you want to teach or help. VBS meeting will be held in June.
… (Continued)                                                                   Page 11
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                                             Congratulation 2024 Graduates!
 Faith Byerly - Daughter of Matt and Sherry Byerly (Grandparents - Donna Novinger & late Dave Novinger, Emma Byerly & late Randy Byerly) graduated from Glenville State University on May 4th with an Associate Degree in Business Management, Summa Cum Laude with a 3.86 GPA.. 

 Mark Byerly - Son of Matt and Sherry Byerly (Grandparents - Donna Novinger & late Dave Novinger, Emma Byerly & late Randy Byerly) graduated from Braxton County High School 5th in his class with a 4.2GPAon May 17th. Mark will be attending West Virginia University (WVU), starting this summer studying Neuroscience/Neurology.

 Lydia Faust - Daughter of Matt and Jess Faust (Grandparents - Dale & Sue Faust) graduated from Liberty University with a B.S. Criminal Justice - Crime Scene Investigations College Degree. Special Honors: Summa Cum Laude. 
 Jackson Riley Hoy - Son of Michelle (Shelly Beth) and Sean McElrath, Andrew and Christina Hoy (Grandparents - Jan &Brian Quinn & the Late Tom Shoop) graduated from Shippensburg University with a BSBA - Finance. 

 Kendra Masser -  Daughter of Ken and Susan Masser (Grandmother - Esther Masser), graduated from St. Francis University with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. Activities/Special Honors - Theta Phi Alpha Sorority, boxing club. Dean’s list and President’s list for all semesters.

 Aliyia Shoop- Daughter of Brian and Nicole Shoop (Grandparents - Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff graduated from Geisinger School of Nursing as a Registered Nurse. She is working as a Surgical Technician with Community General Hospital.
   We congratulate all 2024 graduates and wish them success in their future endeavors!

… (Continued)                                                               Page 12
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· We Lift Our Brothers And Sisters in Prayer…
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:   *Peggy Berra; Mary & Ken Zeigler; Barbara Lauver; Gail Shertzer; Nancy Yutronich; Marissa Faust; Esther Masser; Miriam Hoke; Mary Cooke; Dean Etzweiler; Gary Miller; Sue Maichle; Scott Hebert; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler

Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; Vickie Shoffler, Hannah Klinger; Janet Noblit; Betty Lebo.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all missionaries around the world.

If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on the Welcome Card (on the 2nd side) or Donna Novinger.  Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please give us updates on people on prayer list. You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
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SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Family and friends of Lila Baddorf who went to be with the Lord on April 12, 2024. 
We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Family and friends of Carl Miller who went to be with the Lord on April 21, 2024.

We pray for God’s loving presence, peace, comfort and strength for their families and friends during this time.

    COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                  Page 13         
SENIOR CENTER NEWS 
Halifax Senior Center is open Tuesdays from 10:00AM to Noon -

    (First Tuesday is Bible Study each month), other Tuesdays is board games, demonstrations, and speakers.
Wednesdays from 10:00AM to Noon with Bingo (Third Wednesday is Pinochle Card Party from Noon to 3:00PM -  on Card Party Wednesday Bingo will be from 10:00-11:00AM, lunch available at cost at 11:30AM and Card Party at Noon).  See calendar in Senior Center room for updated activities for each month.
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Meals-On-Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).
Zumba Fitness will not meet until after Labor Day in September.
Girl Scouts do not meet over the summer.
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  The Church Hive

      Bees live in a cooperative way described as “eusociality,” or good relations. Each bee contributes a specific skill to the colony, synchronizing its efforts for the benefit of all. Likewise, a church’s health depends on all members fulfilling their responsibility to the organism as a whole. Descriptions of hive life mirror Paul’s words about the body of Christ, with members having different gifts “but the same Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:4).

       According to R.S. Beal Jr., who was both a pastor and a zoology professor, a beehive is the perfect “living illustration of how to walk in unity.” He wrote, “Those of us who have believed in Jesus belong to one another just as much as we belong to Christ. We cannot live independently of one another anymore than we can live independently of Christ. Like the bees, we must learn to practice the sacrifice, labor, sharing, and submission of love that together we ‘may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ’” (Ephesians 4:15, KJV). 
        How are you using your own spiritual gifts to build up your church “hive”?
…. (Continued)                                                  Page 14  
                       JUNE 2024 BIRTHDAY WISHES

Happy Birthday to everyone born in June!  May summer breezes 


blow love and happiness to you.
	1 - Gary Fetterhoff
	20 - Gerry Wiest

	3 - Nikki (Herb) Lehr
	       Nick Wiest

	       Madeline (Snyder) Pellman
	         25-  Charlie Shertzer

	 5 - Jennifer (Rickert) Rubendall
	       Laura Roush

	 7 - Rhett Cooper
	26 - Ashlea Guzman

	   8 - Aspen Jayden Shoop
	       Violet Pellman

	 10 - Keith Croutharmel
	         28 - Jamie Berra  

	 12 - Madisyn Rubendall
	         29 - Marissa Faust

	 13 - Peggy Berra
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                        JUNE 2024 ANNIVERSARIES

   
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

   
following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

   
be blessed with Love and Happiness!

	  3 - Matt & Jessica Faust (30 yrs.)
	14 - Ken & Mary Zeigler (21 yrs.)

	      Neva & Chuck Cichy (46 yrs.)
	16 - Michael & Amy Witmer (16 yrs.)

	  4 - Nikki & Ryan Lehr (13 yrs.)
	19 - Rhett & Michele Cooper (14 yrs.)

	12 - Andrew & Barbra Snyder (20 yrs.)
	28 - Jan & Brian Quinn (10 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS to Stephanie Hatcher and James Darrah IV who were married on April 13, 2024.
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BABY CONGRATULATIONS to Emma and Marcos Gonzalas II on the birth of their son, Marcos Antonio Gonzalas III, born on April 22nd 8lbs 8oz, 20.5 inches long. Grandparents are Judy and Ken Baker.                                    
…. (Continued)                                                                            Page 15                                                                              
                        JULY 2024 BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in July!  

    May your day be warm with love and happiness.
	1 - Emily Lesher
	15 - Ann Cooper

	     Carol Witmer
	20 - Carla Baker

	   2 - Ryan Cooper
	23 - Barbra Snyder

	 6 - Rachael Bryson
	24 - Sue Faust

	        Mark Byerly
	26 - Heidi Herb

	   7 - Nancy Yutronich
	29 - Clarence Roush

	   9 - Kayla Gonder
	       Emma Baker

	 14 - Cadienne Crum
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                         JULY 2024 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	8 - Carol & Bob Knight (43 yrs.)
	17 - Patty & Ryan Hummel (13 yrs.)

	13 - Jaime & Josh Berra (21 yrs.)
	24 - Ryan & Jodi Cooper (13 yrs.)

	  16 - Ryan & Melanie Cichy (14 yrs.)
	28 - Judy & Ken Baker (24 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” available that you may pick up or call us if you cannot pick one up. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you would like to subscribe to the “These Days” devotional or if you would like a Free copy of “Our Daily Bread”.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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                  AUGUST 2024 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Happy Birthday to everyone born in August!  May summer breezes 

and love and happiness warn your day.
	 4 -  Brandi Crum
	19 - Allison Kenawell

	  7 -  David Faust
	20 - Joanne Enders

	   9 -  Rylan Cooper
	23 - Betty Lebo

	 11 -  Matt Byerly
	       Sarah Degnitz

	 14 -  Marie Herb
	25 - Sarah Graff

	         Riley Herb
	       Lucy Herb

	   17 - Cameron Crum     
	29 - Bailey Dunn

	   18 - Leon Shaffer
	


                      AUGUST 2024 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to all the wonderful couples listed below on their special day!  May you be blessed with many beautiful anniversaries! 

	11 - Jennifer & Brian Franklin (12 yrs.)
	30 - Carol & Renny Witmer (50 yrs.)

	21 - Brandi & Mike Crum (24 yrs.)
	31 - Andrea & Michael Kenawell (21 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com   and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the September/October 2023 newsletter to the church secretary 
by Thursday, August 154h!
                        The Power of Kindness

      No kind action ever stops with itself. One kind action leads to another. Good example is followed. A single act of kindness throws out roots in all directions, and the roots spring up and make new trees. The greatest work that kindness does to others is that it makes them kind themselves

                                                                     —Amelia Earhart

…. (Continued)                                                                            Page 17
                            Come glorify God together

       Don’t use summer as an excuse to skip church! By gathering in corporate worship, we obey God’s command, become equipped for Christian living, and minister to our fellow pilgrims. Consider these tips for engaging in corporate worship.

        First, show up — in person if you can. Examine your heart and your motivation for attending church. Lift up your eyes from earthly matters to focus on God.

        Come prepared. Do you need to confess anything or remove any hindrance? As you worship, consider how each part of the service displays the gospel: greeting, singing, confessing, reading Scripture, hearing Bible-based teaching, praying, giving and communing.

         Be careful not to compartmentalize corporate worship as separate from the rest of life. Instead, consider how you’ll carry the experience into the coming week. Come ready to receive; then let that overflow fuel you for the days ahead. Come prepared to participate, knowing that worshiping together is a rehearsal for heaven. But most importantly? Just come!
                                                                   —Monica L. Wilkinson
                                     Hooray for VBS!

        For many churches, vacation Bible school is a summer highlight. The event leads to lasting memories and changed hearts. It also sparks laughter. Maybe you’ve seen VBS humor online, such as the quote, “I’m tired, I mean like … vacation Bible school kind of tired!” Another post reads, “You know you’re obsessed with VBS when … you’re excited about cardboard on the side of the road.” And anyone with an earworm at week’s end can relate to this meme: “My parents hid my VBS CD. It’s for the best.”

         For hungry young learners, snacks make an especially big impression. One excited preschooler shared that she enjoyed “juice and Billy Graham crackers” at VBS. Another boy raved about the first day, saying, “We heard stories and drew pictures. Then we went to play, and when we came inside, God had juice and cookies waiting for us!”

…. (Continued)                                                                            Page 18
GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz
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Jesus was known for using a certain type of speech in his teaching. What was it?

A. soliloquy
B. parable
C. lecture
D. riddle
    Answer: See Mark 4:33-34

                      Summer Fruit Basket

Taste some fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) — perfect for summer, and all year round!

• Love: “There is always an ‘again’ with love.” —Unknown
• Joy: “I don’t think of all the misery, but of the beauty that still remains.” —Anne Frank
• Peace: “Peace begins with a smile.” —Mother Teresa
• Patience: “The purposes of God may sometimes seem delayed, but they are never abandoned.” —H.C. Mears
• Kindness: “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” —Mark Twain
• Goodness: “Goodness means to do things for the glory of God.” —Martyn Lloyd-Jones
• Faithfulness: “Do small things as if they were great because of the majesty of Christ, who does them in us.” —Blaise Pascal
• Gentleness: “There is nothing stronger in the world than gentleness.” —Han Suyin
• Self-control: “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” —2 Tim. 1:7 (ESV)
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   Confirmed in the Faith
     Confirmation, a rite many churches celebrate each spring, has biblical roots. In Acts 8, Peter and John are sent to lay their hands on new believers and pray for them to receive the Holy Spirit. In the early church, new Christians — usually adult converts — received baptism and confirmation as one ceremony. As more children were brought for baptism, pastors and priests would baptize, but only bishops would “confirm” a baptism, or make it official. Thus, the baptized were granted full membership in the church through confirmation. 

       Now confirmation allows young people, often after intensive Christian education, to profess themselves the faith into which they were baptized. Confirmation serves as an important faith milestone, as young adults purposefully embrace a life of discipleship.

                       A Hidden Graduation Message

    A college class was graduating on a hot and humid day. As the graduates walked across the platform and received their diplomas from the president, he smiled, shook their hands and said loudly, “Congratulations!” Then, in a much lower voice, one that was firm and could be heard only by the graduates, he would say, “Keep moving.”
     He was only trying to keep the line moving across the stage, but his words were good advice for a lifetime: “Keep moving.” After every achievement — growing up, graduation, marriage, job promotion, even retirement — the best advice is, “Keep moving.” Don’t stop. Don’t stagnate. There is more to life than you have found thus far. This is not the end; it is only the beginning. Keep moving.
                         —SourceBook of Wit & Wisdom
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                       When We Least Deserve Love

   “Love me when I least deserve it,” says a Swedish proverb, “because that’s when I really need it.” My mom recounts how my 1-year-old sister, scooting around in a walker, somehow got hold of and spilled a loosely capped bottle of cooking oil. As Mom cleaned up, my sis scooted into the bathroom and unwound all the toilet paper.

    Mom went to investigate the ruckus, and as she respooled the TP, my sister went back to the kitchen, pulled crackers out of a lower cupboard, tossed them on the floor and drove over them — in the remaining oil. At that point, Mom decided it was naptime! Yet I know Mom laid her little one in her crib with tender love. After a rest, they’d start afresh.

     In John 21, the risen Jesus addresses Peter, who had denied him three times the night of Jesus’ arrest. But Jesus didn’t treat Peter harshly. In love, the Savior offered his disciple a fresh start. So too, when we’re at our worst, hurting God’s heart by hurting others and creation, God loves us all the more. He loves us into a fresh start — even, and especially, when we least deserve it.
                                                                 —Heidi Hyland Mann
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  The Soul as Soil

       Gardeners who’ve dealt with inhospitable conditions can relate especially well to Jesus’ parable of the sower. Drought, invasive critters and thorny weeds often seem to conspire against growers’ efforts. Yet when seeds fall on “good soil,” the crop yield is abundant — up to a hundred times what was sown (Matthew 13:8).

       That parable emphasizes the need for hearts to be receptive to God’s Word. But it’s also a reminder to plant Scripture persistently. Just as soil and weather conditions change, so may someone’s attitude toward following Jesus. Pastor J. Ellsworth Kalas writes, “Whenever we serve as witnesses to the faith, we must do so with all earnestness, because one doesn’t know the season in which the soul currently abides. That uninterested, distracted or unresponsive person may be nearer the Kingdom than we — or they — realize.” Kalas adds, “We dare not give up on anyone at any time — including ourselves.”
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                                    God Among the Rubble

     The nonprofit World Central Kitchen provides fresh meals for communities in need following natural disasters or during humanitarian crises. After Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, WCK fed millions of people in the country and refugees at border crossings.

     When I feel discouraged by tragic news and ask where God is, I’m reminded that God shows up precisely in people such as the WCK teams. They are God’s hands serving healthy food to people fleeing home. They are God’s heart and arms welcoming those in need to be nourished.

      Often in the Bible God shows up around meals: Sarah and Abraham host the Lord in the form of three visitors; God rains manna from heaven for the Israelites; an angel provides food for exhausted Elijah; Jesus eats with “tax collectors and sinners” and feeds crowds with a few loaves and fish. Supremely, Jesus gives to all the meal of Holy Communion, the bread and wine that are his very body and blood.

      In our broken world, God is among the rubble, among the helpers, among us.
                                                                    —Heidi Hyland Man
Bible Quiz
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A few Bible books have only one chapter. Which of the following is not among them?

A. Obadiah
B. Philemon
C. 1 John
D. 2 John
E. 3 John
F. Jude

Check the Bible books for the answer.
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