Note: The September 2024 portion of this Newsletter was never created. The project was delayed to the point where the information was all combined and entered into the October 2024 month.  (Leon 11-10-2024)
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   The Valleys Post                             
               The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                    3682 Peters Mountain Rd., PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032  
                                            717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.org              Intermi Pastor – Rev. Kristine Heckard
Email  valleysecc.haliufax@gmail.com         Council Pres. – Norine Goss
   From the desk of Pastor Kris …   October 2024

Pastor’s Message

       One of the things I love most about Paul’s letters are his opening words – the repetition of the same formula – the beginning with a litany of titles, the announcement that he is an apostle, the statement that he is set apart for the gospel of God, and above all that he gives thanks.  All of these aspects are comforting and the reason why I love Paul’s writing ministry.  He gives thanks for the people to whom he writes. He understands that God’s grace is demonstrated in the saving power of Jesus Christ. He loves Israel’s history and its fulfillment in Jesus. He desires for the church to be witnesses to the gospel.  All of it, though, begins with thanks, - “I thank my God through Jesus Christ, for all of you.” (Romans 1:8a).
     As we move into a wonderful and busy Autumn together, I want you all to know that I give thanks to God for all of you. We know what the Autumn brings. It brings cooler weather, it brings the beginning of school, it brings hectic schedules, it brings football, and activities.   It begins for me by giving thanks for an amazing summer here, for worshipping together, for joining together in mission work and ministry and it leads to give thanks to God for what he has yet in store for this Fall.  

      I love that Paul gives thanks because it reminds me to do so, but it also reminds me that all the work we do for the Lord is grounded in and begins with thanksgiving.  I have come to learn that giving thanks to God lowers my anxiety and leads to a more fulfilling day.
       It is easy during the Autumn season to think about all the summer things we didn’t get done because of our busy schedules.  But when we begin with the ritual of thanksgiving everything changes.  Far from just being the power of positive thinking, this grounding of our day in a ritual of thanks, opens us to God’s grace and makes us more receptive to it. 

                  Pastor’s message is continued on Page 2
….    (Continued)                                                                 Page 2

     Did I mention it lowers anxiety?  This is very important!  We want the ministry we do here at The Valleys to do that very thing, we want you to enter these doors, and exit them after having experienced God at work in this place, full of hope with a new perspective on your life and the world. I hope that this Fall brings that very thing to you.  I hope that you see God at work all over the place.  I hope that you are able to give thanks!

                                                            In Christian Love,

                                                              Pastor Kris

     GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz  
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It’s intriguing to think of people in Bible times experiencing the same cycle of seasons we do. Which of these books doesn’t mention autumn?

A. Matthew
B. Jeremiah
C. Proverbs
D. Jude

Answer: See Proverbs 20:4, ESV; Jeremiah 5:24; Jude 1:12.
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are on the counter at the front entrance to the church.   Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional. If you are not coming to church at this time, please inform the church office to mail your devotional.
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
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Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book (videos are on YouTube after the service for those not on Face book) for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes.  We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. 
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Holy Communion will be celebrated on the Sunday October 6th. Communion will be served in the pews. Communion Servers: Oct. 6th - Sue Faust and Bridget Campbell.
If you are watching the online streaming service Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
Pastor News - Rev. Adam London led the Worship Service on September 22nd. The congregation met after the service and voted unanimously to accept Rev. London to the call of Pastor at Valleys.
After much prayer and discernment, Rev. Adam London has accepted the call of Pastor at Valleys! He will begin at Valleys as of January 1, 2025. Valleys members and friends will receive a letter with more information and there will be more information in the November newsletter.
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).

      You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                   Page 4                                           
         FOR OCTOBER                                                                                

Announcer- October: Norine Goss
Communion Servers - October: Sue Faust, Bridget Campbell
Lay Readers: Oct. 6: Ed Dobbin; Oct. 13:  Sue Faust; Oct. 20: Ed Berra; Oct. 27: Rachael Bryson.
The cost for Altar Flowers is $37.00.  The 2024 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.
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                         Monthly Worship

         October Monthly Worship Schedule 
Oct.    6th - 10:15AM In-person Worship* Holy Communion 
Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate)
Oct.    8th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* - Organist
Oct.  13th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* - Hymnal
Oct.  20th – 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* - Hymnal
Oct.  27th – 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* - Hymnal
SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGE                               Page 5                                                                                         
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 Adult Sunday School October Preview [image: image9.png]




We are viewing Season Four of “The Chosen” and discussing it thru December 15th. One week we watch a video, finish video the next week and begin discussion and the next week we finish the discussion. We invite you to join us.  Please note that video dates & discussion dates may change.
       After we finish with Season 4 of The Chosen, it will be decided what Bible Study Adults will do next.
	      Date

           Oct.
	Discussion

Leader
	Topic

	Oct. 6 & 13 - Finish Video/Discussion
	Ken Bechtel 

Episode 5
	The Chosen- Season 4 

	Oct. 20, 27, Nov. 3 -Video/ Discussion
	Ed & Peggy Berra - Lesson 6
	The Chosen - Season Four

	Nov. 10, 17, 24 -Video/Discussion
	Ed Dobbin - Lesson 7
	The Chosen - Season Four

	Dec. 1, 8, 15 - Video/Discussion
	Marie Herb -

Lesson 8
	The Chosen - Season Four

	
	
	


Leaders: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Sharon Fetterhoff if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please inform the church secretary.
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 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: -   

Adult Class - Library  

Children and Youth - S. S. Classroom - Youth S. S. meets in 2nd & 3rd Grade class room.
Youth S. S. Teachers Schedule:  Oct. 6 - Kris Heckard, Marie Herb; Oct. 13 - Sharon Fetterhoff, Bridget Campbell;  Oct. 20 - Sue Faust, Marie Herb; Oct. 27 - Donna Novinger, Kris Heckard.
                  SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .

SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .       Page 6 

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions offering aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope, mark it “Mission Offering”.
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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 FREE Community Meal: meals are eat-in at The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church.
   EAT-IN Meals are held the SECOND TUESDAY of every month from 5:15 - 6:15PM.  Meals must be reserved. 

Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Sunday, Oct. 6th for October 8, 2024
 meal. Please state how many meals (adults/children) and your phone number. You can also email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com to reserve meals.
Menu for:  Oct. 18, 2024 – Beef Stew, Salad, Dinner roll, Fruit salad, Dessert
Ways you can help with Community Meals: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the foyer. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
__________________________________________________________________________

Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at Uplift Community  Church of God) – 36 Jacob’s Church Rd., Halifax, PA 17032) for Halifax residents is open Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 1:00PM to 5:00PM.  Note: Hours may vary.  Call 717-557-5166.

Prayers for Families & Victims of hurricane.
…..    (Continued)                                                          Page 7 


Thank You from two Familyies that participated in Back-To School and Fresh Impressions 2024
Valleys E.C.C.,
  Thank you so much you have all been such a blessing at this time of year. I have 7 children. I am currently in the Halifax Area School District. We truly appreciate your help with starting this new school year with new clothes.                   Thank you all!

Valleys E.C.C.,
   We are honored and grateful for your help with school supplies and many other things and support…. For God loves a cheerful giver 2 Corinthians 9:7

                                  ______________________________________________________________

Halifax Back-to-school Program Thank You:  Halifax Area High School hosted over 177 students and their families at the Halifax Area “Free” Community Back-to-School Yard Sale on August 4th and 5th. Valleys E.C.C. took 44 students shopping at Wal-Mart for the “First Day, Fresh Impressions” program.   
      None of this would have been possible without the support from the Northern Dauphin Human Services, the Northern Dauphin Salvation Army Unit Fill the Bus Campaign, and the clothing and generous monetary donations from many Halifax citizens and businesses.   
     A huge thank you to all who helped set up tables, sorted the many bags and boxes of clothing and set up school supplies tables.      
A huge thank you to everyone (adults and youth) from all the area churches and also youth mission groups that were staying at Camp Hebron, Halifax School staff,  students and residents of Halifax area (and from another school district), and members of Valleys congregation who volunteered many, many hours of helping to set up the rooms, sort and supervised sorting clothing, helped with the sale, also boxing up clothing (we had  number of helpers who boxed up clothing!), etc after the yard sale and supervise the Fresh Impressions shopping!   The Halifax Community and others really showed love and support to many students and their families!
      Many people were positively affected because of all of your generosity and they were very appreciative of the community’s kindness. We Thank You!!!
HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS . . .           Page 8
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ELDERS meet as needed.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month Deacons will meet on Oct. 1st at 7:00PM.  

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM. Council meets on Oct. 16th.
PRAYER TEAM meets on the Third Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM or as announced.
Check with Marie Herb when YOUTH GROUP meets.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team still prays for the needs of members on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the November newsletter to the church secretary by October 15th!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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DARTBALL begins in October! Valleys 1st game is Oct. 28th at Valleys at 7:00PM (setup for Dartball at 6:00PM). 
Check upcoming bulletins and newsletters for more details.  Schedule is on the bulletin board. If anyone wishes to join our Dartball team, see Scott Miller.                          
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ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS - See Donna Novinger Sunday October 27th, Nov. 3rd, 10th, 17th following Worship Service to order Poinsettias. Last day to order is November 17th.
….    (Continued)                                                        Page 9                                    
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 In Our Prayers . . .[image: image17.png]


     We Lift 
    Our Brothers And Sisters In Prayer...
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys:       
*Roxanne Laudenslager and Family; *Tricia Rebuck; *Mary Cooke; *Gary Bettick; *Jan Quinn & Family; *Family of Betty Lebo; Marissa Faust; Barbara Lauver; Gail Shertzer; Gary Miller; Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sarah Graff; Sue Maichle


Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all missionaries around the world.

      Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; Vickie Shoffler, Hannah Klinger; Janet Noblit.

If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Welcome Card (on 2nd side; also put on name of person submitting prayer request) or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger. 
      Prayers for Families and Victims of hurricanes, flooding, wars and other disasters. 
      Please remember to inform Pastor Kris or the Church office if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
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WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
   To Family and friends of Betty Lebo as Betty went to be with the Lord. 
   To Jan & Brian Quinn and Family as Jan’s mother Judy went to be with the Lord.
    To Roxanne Laudenslager and Family as Roxanne husband Bill went to be with the Lord.

   We pray for God’s loving presence, peace, comfort and strength for these families during this time.
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .              Page 10
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 Pinochle Card Party
SENIOR CENTER NEWS - The Halifax Senior Center is open on Third Wednesday of the Month with Bingo from 10:00-11:00AM, lunch available to purchase and a Pinochle Card Party from Noon to 3:00PM on October 16, 2024 at The Valleys E.C.C.            [image: image20.jpg]


   Master Gardner will speak about house plants on Tuesday, October 15th.  Check bulletins and newsletters for more information on activities dates, and times.
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Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).
Zumba Fitness meets at Valleys on Monday evenings at 6:30PM with Adrienne Thoman.
Girl Scout Troops meet at Valleys. Troop 11300 meets the 3rd Monday from 5:00-7:30PM. Troop 11570 and Troop 10728 meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays from 6:00-7:30PM. Girl Scout Leaders meet the 1st Monday of the month at 6:00PM.
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Baby Congratulations: 
    Congratulations to Jay Zerby and Kiara Gibbs on the birth of their Daughter Ari’Ella born on May 19th (4lbs. 2 oz.). Proud Grandmother: Jessica Bryson, Proud Great-grandparents: Rachael Bryson and the late Pete Bryson. Ari’Ella is home and thriving. We pray Ari’Ella and her family have many blessings from God and a healthy, happy life!

…. (Continued                                                      Page 11
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Back-to School - Please remember to be careful when driving through school zones as children walk to school and as buses stop to pick up or drop off children on main roads and back roads. 
                              OCTOBER 2024 BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in October!  May

    cool fall breezes blow happiness into your day.
	        3 - Reece Cooper
	20 - Mark Enders

	        4 - Karen Hebert
	22 - Joshua Berra

	   5 - Emily Degnitz
	        Deanna Bailey

	 6 - Arletta Thomas
	23 - Lori Degnitz

	 11 - Allison (Goss) Tucci
	28 - Michael Witmer

	 13 - Dale Faust 
	         Vickie Shoffler

	 15 - Carol Cooper
	29 - Laurel Guertin

	 19 - Tracey Cooper
	31 - Janet Noblit

	 19 - Jennifer (Endy) Franklin 
	       Alex Berra
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                      OCTOBER 2024 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	  1 - Karen & Scott Hebert (45 yrs.)
	21 - David & Laurel Guertin (29 yrs.)

	  8 - Brenda & Matt Lawrence (19 yrs.) 
	 28 - Judy & Ken Baker (23 yrs.)

	15 - Peggy & Ed Berra (57 yrs.) 
	


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com 
…. (Continued                                                                            Page 12
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   Pastors Appreciate Your Prayers
       October is Pastor Appreciation Month, an observance that some clergy don’t publicize. It’s an ideal time to thank pastors for their dedication to God’s people and the ministry. A written note, a card or even a free meal is a nice gesture of appreciation. But if you were to ask pastors what they’d like or what they need, most would probably reply, “Pray for me.”

        That’s what the apostle Paul requested throughout his letters. To the church at Rome, he urged, “Join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf, that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea and that my ministry to Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company” (Romans 15:30-32, NRSV).

        As you appreciate and encourage your pastors, remember them in your prayers. Then let them know you’re doing so!
                    Being NICER as Christians at Work

    “As working Christians, we are deeply aware of the gap that exists between Sunday and Monday,” writes Roland Heersink, founder of the God & Work Initiative. “Although the two days are next to each other on the calendar, they seem miles apart. On Sunday we hear that we are children of God, saved by grace in Jesus Christ. On Monday, there are endless emails to be answered, spreadsheets to be completed, people to be hired and fired, meetings to attend, and important decisions to be made.”

     For a stronger relationship between our roles as faith-filled Christians and employees, Heersink uses the acronym NICER. How well do you live out these five essentials in your work life? 

       No Compromise (See Daniel 1:8-14.)
       Integrity (See Daniel 6:1-5.)
       Compassionate in Relationships (Follow Jesus’ example.)
       Excellence (“Do your best, and let Jesus do the rest.”)
       Responsible to Others (Be a good Samaritan.)      

(Continued                                                                       Page 13
               The Extraordinary Amid the Ordinary

      A violinist once performed in the New York City subway, entertaining passersby for 45 minutes. A few tossed him cash, totaling about $30 by the time he concluded.

Little did anyone know, Joshua Bell was one of the world’s best violinists. That day, he played one of the most complex musical pieces ever written on an instrument worth $3.5 million. Indeed, a few days earlier Bell had performed a sold-out concert in Boston, where tickets averaged $100.
       Sometimes God does extraordinary things right in the middle of our ordinary lives, yet we don’t notice. You’re offered an opportunity you almost pass up, thinking it’s not worth your time or effort. But upon taking part, you find it leads to your life’s calling. Or someone crosses your path, but overlooking their worth, you brush them aside, missing out on a blessing God had for you through them.

       And what about you? Do you undervalue yourself as “nothing special,” just an “ordinary” person? Look closer; think again. For an ordinary baby born long ago to an ordinary couple in an ordinary stable in an ordinary town was none other than … God’s Son! And you? Why, you are also an extraordinary child of God!
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It Only Takes a Spark
Love is the spark that kindles the fire of compassion. Compassion is the fire that flames the candle of service.  Service is the candle that ignites the torch of hope. Hope is the torch that lights the beacon of faith. Faith is the beacon that reflects the power of God. God is the power that creates the miracle of love.

                                                         —William Arthur …. 

…. (Continued                                                                  Page 14
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          One Word

     Author and lay minister Samuel Gordon told of an elderly woman whose memory began to fade. “She had once known much of the Bible by heart. Eventually only one precious bit stayed with her [2 Timothy 1:12, KJV]: ‘I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.’ By and by, part of that slipped its hold, and she would quietly repeat, ‘That which I have committed unto him.’
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     “At last, as she hovered on the borderline between this and the spirit world, her loved ones noticed her lips moving. They bent down to see if she needed anything. She was repeating over and over again to herself the one word of the text, ‘Him, him, him.’ She had lost the whole Bible, but one word. But she had the whole Bible in that one word.”

                                     Pumpkin Prayer    
In The Pumpkin Patch Parable, Liz Curtis Higgs uses kid-friendly analogies for the Christian life. Many parents now use a Pumpkin Prayer while carving jack-o-lanterns in October. What a great reminder about everything God has done for us!

· While cutting off the pumpkin top, pray, “Lord, open my mind so I can learn new things about you.” (See Proverbs 1:7.)

· While removing the seeds and pulp, pray, “Remove the things in my life that don’t please you. Forgive the wrong things I do and help me forgive others.” (See Matthew 6:14-15.)

· While making eyes, pray, “Open my eyes to see the beauty you’ve made in the world around me.” (See Psalm 104:24.)

· While making the nose, pray, “I’m sorry for the times I’ve turned up my nose at your many gifts.” (See James 1:17.)

· While making the mouth, pray, “Let everything I say please you.” (See Psalm 19:14.)

· While lighting the candle, pray, “Lord, help me shine your light to others through the things I do.” (See Matthew 5:16.)
…. (Continued                                                                  Page 15

· Display your carved pumpkins as examples of how God’s love transforms us into new creations. (See 2 Corinthians 5:17.)
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    Goals for Your Church
       Pastor and Professor Howard Clinebell Jr. described the ideal local church as one that strives to become “a healing, growth-stimulating, redemptive organism.” Each congregation, he wrote, should work to develop “a dynamic climate of mutual concern which gradually seeps into and saturates the whole fellowship.”

       How can your church body meet those goals? For starters, compare your mission, ministry, outreach and attitudes to the early church.

      The New Testament reveals that a fellowship of believers should engage in these activities together: worshiping (Acts 2:46-47), studying (Acts 2:42), witnessing (Acts 2:44-47; 3:9), serving (Acts 6:1-6; 20:35), loving (Hebrews 10:24), praying (Acts 1:14; 12:12), cooperating (Acts 1:11-14; 2:1; 4:23) and suffering for the sake of the gospel (Hebrews 10:32-34; Philippians 1:29).

       In addition, Jesus calls New Testament believers to live joyfully (Acts 2:46; 5:40-41; 13:50-52; 16:25), courageously (Acts 4:13; 4:29; 15:26), powerfully (1 Corinthians 4:20), enthusiastically (Acts 2:43-47) and generously (Acts 2:45; 2 Corinthians 9:10-12). May the Holy Spirit equip us to heal, grow and mutually edify one another!
                      
            
                                    God’s helpers

        God’s providence is not in baskets lowered from the sky, but through the hands and hearts of those who love him. The lad without food and without shoes made the proper answer to the cruel-minded woman who asked, “But if God loved you wouldn't he send you food and shoes?” The boy replied, “God told someone, but [they] forgot.”
                                                                   —George Buttrick
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