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   The Valleys Post                             
                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                    3682 Peters Mountain Rd., PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032  
                                            717-896-3118        
 Website: valleysecc.net         Interim Pastor – Rev. Kristine Heckard
Email  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com     Council Pres. – Norine Goss
      From the desk of Pastor Kris…      November 2024
          Pastor’s Message


I have to say that when it comes to Thanksgiving there is nothing more wonderful than the smell of a Turkey dinner.  No doubt, we all have memories of the smells we love on Thanksgiving Day.  But I also have memories of people missing from my family.  Sometimes it’s my mom, sometimes it’s my dad, and other times it is my grandmother.  I remember my mom getting up early in the morning to do all the preparation with the turkey.  And my dad he was making sure that there was firewood for the fireplace.  And my grandmother, well, she would just oversee everything and made sure that the turkey was basted every 30 minutes, the mashed potatoes had no lumps, and the gravy was just right.  They wanted to make sure the meal was perfect as we gathered together for our Thanksgiving meal.


I remember the first time I cooked a turkey for the family on Thanksgiving Day.  It’s hard for me to express what I felt.  I was extremely tired and exhausted from all the work, but I also felt such a deep sense of gratitude that I could do this for my family.  I was so thankful that we could be together in my home sharing time together and thanking God for all His blessings. 


Thanksgiving always occurs just before the season of Advent, a season in which we await with anticipation for God who comes to us in Jesus Christ to be with us.  This is a theme that is important for the church.  The Holidays are an important time, they are indeed Holy Days, but they can only be that fully if we are able to find moments to be with one another as a reflection of God’s desire to be with us.  


May God richly bless you with his presence and the presence of friends and family during the upcoming Holidays.








In Christian Love,








Pastor Kris
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GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .  
                                         Bible Quiz
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 Fill in the blank: “Rejoice always, pray continually, give ______ in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

A. alms
B. praise
C. thanks
D. offerings
                Answer: See 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV.
_____________________________________________

Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread”  on cupboard for you to pick up as you come in the front door.   Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional. If you are not coming to church at this time, please inform the church office to mail your devotional.
__________________________________________________________________

             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

         ************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display. 
************************************************************
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 WORSHIP  SCHEDULE [image: image4.jpg]


   

Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book (videos are on YouTube after the service for those not on Face book) for those who worship in their homes.  

Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, November 3rd Communion will be done in the pews. If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate. This is also All Saints Sunday when we remember family and friends of The Valleys who have gone to be with the Lord in the past year.
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  Thanksgiving Ingathering Service will be held on Sunday, November 24th. Please bring non-perishable food items which will be given to the Halifax Food Bank. We need one more child’s wagon to put food items in, if anyone has one we can use please call the church office (717-896-3118).  
Preparing for Advent – The First Sunday of Advent is on Sunday, December 1st as our Hanging of the Greens Service.  Helpers are needed to decorate the sanctuary/church prior to that service on Monday, November 25th. If you are willing to help, please see Donna Novinger.   
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  Hanging of the Greens Service will be held on Sunday, December 1st at 10:15AM on First Sunday of Advent with traditional readings, hymns and decorating the Christmas tree. A Christmas covered dish meal will follow the service. More information on ‘Happenings at The Valleys’ on page 8 in this newsletter and in November bulletins.
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    NOVEMBER WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                                                             
	November Announcer:

             Sue Faust 
	Nov. 3rd   Communion Servers:  Leon Shaffer, Marie Herb

	       Nov. Lay Readers:

Nov.   3rd: Jan Quinn 
Nov. 10th: Marie Herb 
Nov. 17th: Theresa Miller
Nov. 24th: Carolyn Nye
              
	        Nov. Greeters:
Nov. 3rd & 10th:  Ann Hale, Dave  & Doris Hand
Nov. 17th & 24th: Ann Hale, Marie Herb, 3rd person to be announced


	
	


Worship Participants: If you are unable to complete your Sunday, please contact the church office. 
        Don’t forget to turn your clocks back on Saturday Nov. 2nd!
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                         Monthly Worship
    
November Monthly Worship Schedule 
Nov.  3rd  - 10:15AM In-person Worship -All Saints Sunday Service- Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) - Organist
Nov. 10th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship - Hymnal

Nov.   17th  - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship - Ingathering/Thanksgiving Service - Organist  - Bring nonperishable food for Ingathering
Nov. 24th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship - Hymnal - Ingathering/Thanksgiving Service
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  Adult Sunday School November Preview [image: image10.jpg]




We are finishing viewing Season Four of “The Chosen” in Nov. We watch a video and discuss it over 3 weeks as the DVD for each lesson is over an hour. We finish discussing Lesson 7 on Nov. 3rd and view/discuss Lesson 8 on Nov. 10, 17, & 24.  We invite you to join us. If anyone wishes a study guide book, please see Sharon Fetterhoff. Please join us!
	         Date

      November
	Adult Discussion

Leaders
	Topic

	Nov. 3 -Discussion
	Ed Dobbin - Lesson 7
	The Chosen - Season Four

	Nov. 10 - Video,  Nov. 17 & 24 - Discussion
	Ed & Peggy Berra -

Lesson 8
	The Chosen - Season Four


	      Date

      November
	Youth S. S. Teachers

	Nov. 3rd  -

	Sharon Fetterhoff & Marie Herb         

	Nov. 10th 
	Bridget Campbell &      

Donna Novinger

	Nov. 17th 
	Pastor Kris Heckard & Sue Faust

	Nov. 24th 
	Bridget Campbell & Marie Herb


Leaders/Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Sharon Fetterhoff if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please inform the church secretary.
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 
    Adult Class - Library
    Youth Class - 1st Grade class room
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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      Mission Happenings 
MISSION OFFERING: 
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
  FREE Community Meal: meals are eat-in at The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church.
   EAT-IN Meals are held the SECOND TUESDAY of every month from 5:15 - 6:30PM.  Meals must be reserved. 

Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday November 7th for November 12, 2024 meal. Please state how many meals (adults/children) and your phone number. You can also email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com to reserve meals.  
     Menu for:

Nov. 12, 2024 – BBQ Pulled Pork sandwich, Baked potato, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert
Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. The food donation signup sheet will be in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
_____________________________________________________

Isaiah 61 Ministries: at Uplift Community  Church of God – 36 Jacob’s Church Rd., Halifax, PA 17032) for Halifax residents Soup Kitchen Thursdays 5:30-7:00PM.  Clothing Bank is open 1:00PM to 5:00PM.  Note: Hours may vary. Call 717-557-5166 for more information.

HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS . . .           Page 7
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ELDERS meet as needed, They will meet Monday Nov. 4th at 1:00PM.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month but will meet on Wednesday, Nov. 6th at 7:00PM as Nov. 5th is Election Day.  

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM. Council meeting is Nov. 20th.

PRAYER TEAM TIME meets on the Third Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM or as announced.
Check with Marie Herb when YOUTH GROUP meets.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Prayer Team still prays for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world (we meet on 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM).

__________________________________________________________________________________
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  MARK YOUR CALENDAR for VALLEYS CHRISTMAS COVERED DISH DINNER ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 1st the 1st Sunday in December following Worship Service, (which is also the First Sunday of Advent and the Hanging of the Greens service)! Please bring a covered dish to share. For dessert please bring in two dozen of your favorite Christmas Cookies along with the recipes to share. Join us in fellowship! More details in November bulletins.

       There will be a “Special Guest” for the children.
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 Order  Christmas Poinsettias:  Please  see  Donna

after the Sunday worship service or call the church office. 
Sizes  4.5” pot - $4.00, 5” pot- $5.75; 6.5” pot - $8.25  7.5” pot- $19.50; Colors available in each size pot are Red, White, Pink, Burgundy,  and Marble.  All orders and money must be given to Donna by Sunday, November 17th.
From Valleys Church Office…               Page 8     
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 Don’t Forget to TURN BACK YOUR CLOCKS on Saturday evening, November 2nd!!
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the December 2024/January 2025 newsletter to the church secretary by November 15th!
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CHURCH OFFICES will be closed on Thanksgiving Day Thursday, November 28th.
TOYS 4 TOTS will be using Valleys social hall to sort and distribute toy to families in need in the Upper Dauphin-Halifax-Millersburg area from December 2nd thru Dec. 14th.  Volunteers are welcome to help sort toys. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
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IMPORTANT! PLEASE NOTE: Please address ALL correspondence to  The Valleys E.C.C. P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032 for all future correspondence or the post office will return it to you as the post office is enforcing this change. Thank you!
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DARTBALL began in October. The schedule is on the bulletin board in the narthex. Mon., Nov. 4th Valleys is at Faith U. M.; Mon., Nov. 11th Valleys is at St. John’s Lutheran (Berrysburg); Mon. Nov. 18th Lykens U. M. is at Valleys; Mon. Nov. 25th Valleys has a BYE week (no game). Games are at 7:00PM, setup is 6:00PM in social hall for home games. If anyone is interested in playing Dartball, please see Scott Miller or call the church office.

In Our Prayers . . . [image: image18.jpg]
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 We Lift Our Brothers And Sisters In Prayer... Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)
Members & Friends of The Valleys:       
*Miriam Hoke; Tricia Rebuck;  Marissa Faust; Nancy Yutronich; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Mary & Ken Zeigler; Barbara Lauver;  Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle


Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all missionaries around the world.

      Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; Vickie Shoffler, Hannah Klinger; Janet Noblit.

If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Welcome Card (on 2nd side; also put on name of person submitting prayer request) or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger. 
      Please remember to give the church office any updates on any family members or friends that you have placed on our Prayer List so we can keep the list current. Thank you.
Please remember to inform Pastor Kris or the Church office if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
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We continue to pray for Families and Victims of the hurricanes in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Virginia, and Florida as they work to clear debris and rebuild their lives.
   Western North Carolina was hit very hard by Helene and Florida was hit hard by both Helene and Milton.

COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                       Page 10
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SENIOR CENTER NEWS - The Halifax Senior Center is open on the Third Wednesday of the Month with Bingo from 10:00-11:00AM, lunch available to purchase (11:30AM) and a Pinochle Card Party from Noon to 3:00PM on November 20th. Check Sunday bulletins and future newsletters for more information on for any additional activities, dates, and times. We hope you will come and join us!
   Please note: if there is inclement weather the Senior Center will be closed.
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 Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).       
ZUMBA meets on Mondays 6:30-7:00PM except when otherwise noted. November 4th and November 25th there will no Zumba classes.
GIRL SCOUTS MEETINGS: 

G. S. Leaders meet the First Monday of each month, 6:00-9:00PM; 

G. S. Troop 11300 meets the 3rd Mondays of the month, 5:00-7:30PM; 

G. S. Troops 11570 & 10728 meet the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; 
Continued                                                                            Page 11
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               NOVEMBER 2024   BIRTHDAY WISHES                

Happy Birthday to everyone born in November!   
May you be surrounded with love and happiness.

	1 - Susan Snyder
	14 - Gloria Duttry

	4 - Sue Maichle
	19 - Bryce Gonder

	      Ashleigh Cooper
	       Gail Shertzer

	        Michelle Cooper
	24 - Emmett Witmer

	  8 - Tiffany Rickert
	26 - Faith Byerly

	10 - Dave Guertin
	30 - Donna Donahue

	  14 - Vickie Snyder
	


                     NOVEMBER 2024   ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

the following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

be blessed with Love and Happiness!
	19 - Vickie & Gary Snyder- (47yrs.) 
	24- Gail & Charlie Shertzer - (62 yrs.) 


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com  and it will be corrected.  Thank you  
                            The Company You Keep

     At a concert, a Christian musician talked about growing up in the South, saying his accent was a giveaway. Then he described his relationship with Jesus, noting that he spends lots of time in God’s Word. By “hanging out with Jesus,” he said, he has “picked up Jesus’ accent.” Just as people know he’s from the South because of how his voice sounds, they know he follows Christ through his actions and words.

    Proverbs 13:20 emphasizes that the company you keep can greatly influence you, for better or worse. Imagine the impact we can have on other people by hanging out with Jesus more!

     Dear God, we invite you into our daily lives. Hang out in our hearts and minds so that when people see and hear us, they’ll know whose we are. Amen.
                                                                                 —Julie Lee
Continued                                                                            Page 12
Gratitude Galore

         If you’ve ever kept a gratitude journal, you know they’re fairly easy to fill. Edward King, an English bishop known for working with the poor, may not have had a fancy journal. But these words evoke such a list: “I will thank God … for the glory of the thunder, for the mystery of music, the singing of birds and the laughter of children. … for the awe of the sunset, the beauty of flowers, the smile of friendship and the look of love … for the leaves on the trees in spring and autumn, for the witness of the leafless trees through the winter, teaching us that death is sleep and not destruction, for the sweetness of flowers and the scent of hay. Truly, oh Lord, the earth is full of thy riches!”

          King concludes: “And yet how much more I will thank and praise God for the strength of my body enabling me to work, for the refreshment of sleep, for my daily bread, for the days of painless health, for the gift of my mind and the gift of my conscience, for his loving guidance of my mind ever since it first began to think, and of my heart ever since it first began to love.”
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  - November 11, 2024  
                         Veterans Day Salute

             After fighting in World War II, Luther Bergeland wasn’t done serving his country — or his God. The Minnesota farm boy, who “came back to faith” during combat, later served for decades as a military chaplain. For his actions in the field in Korea, Bergeland was awarded the Bronze Star. Then during Vietnam, he served in the Army Reserves in Colorado, tasked with informing family members about soldiers’ deaths.

           Despite the challenges, Bergeland embraces the special role he was able to play for four decades, sharing Jesus and his love with countless people. “That’s what we did, preaching and reaching out to people,” he told a reporter. “I always liked the military very much because it just did a lot for me, and I hope I did a lot for it.”

           On Veterans Day, we salute Bergeland and all the men and women who selflessly serve.
  Thank a veteran for their service to our Country.           
       THANK YOU VETERANS! Thank you to all the men and women who served or are now serving our country.    
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      Thanksgiving Beatitudes
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire.  If you did, what would there be to look forward to?

Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn.

Be thankful for the difficult times.  During those times you grow.

Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities for improvement.

Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character.

Be thankful for your mistakes.  They will teach you valuable lessons.

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a difference.
                                                             -- Author unknown
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